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Nursing at PC
PC will enroll students in the fall of 2023 for new majors in 

nursing and health sciences, fulfilling a goal set by College President  
Rev. Kenneth R. Sicard, O.P. ’78, ’82G at his inauguration. 
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2021 Best of CASE District 1 Award



 Sand in his Shoes 
William “Bill” Burke ’84 is cultural resourc-

es program manager at Cape Cod National Seashore 
in Massachusetts — the national park’s historian.

    Raised off Hope
 For Rhode Island District Court Judge  
Melissa DuBose ’90, hope is more than a feeling or  
the motto on the state flag. It’s home.

Trusting in Providence
Rev. James Mary Ritch, O.P. ’08 (left, above) 

and Rev. Damian Marie Day, O.P. ’15 were ordained  
in May by Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia, O.P. ’65.

The Tale of a Map
The D-Day map of Lt. Cmdr. Joseph P. Vaghi ’42 

(shown with his granddaughter, Elizabeth Vaghi ’10) now 
is part of the Library of Congress. 
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A Missed Shot
Guys, I love the Spring 2022 edition,
but how in heaven’s sake did you omit, 
on Page 39, the 1964-65 team, when our 
Friars went 24-2 (fewest losses among our 
historic teams) and were an NCAA Elite 
Eight team led by the legendary Jimmy 
Walker? As I recall, PC’s final ranking 
that season was fourth nationally. You 
need some older alumni to oversee your 
draft edition — just a thought. Keep up 
the good work you do.  
— John Fieseler ’72 

Brilliant Friars
Thank you for sharing the 
inspiring feature stories on the 
quartet of brilliant Friars who are 
doing such important work to 
advance healthcare equity, access, 
representation, safety, technol-
ogy, and innovation.

Half of the members of my 
family are healthcare workers, 
and I know that the pandemic 
has been excruciatingly difficult 
on everyone in the field. 

We should all be endlessly 
grateful to the healthcare 
workers, educators, and first 
responders who take care of us 
and keep our society functioning 
during these very challenging 
times.
 — Tim Shea ’87

alumni.providence.edu/events

It has been a joy to see you on campus, host you at 
virtual events, and read your comments throughout 
the year. During this holiday season, as we reflect 

on our blessings, we thank you for all you do for PC 
students and the Providence College community.

Thank you
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BLACK & WHITE

TAYLOR MADE
Taylor Swift loves the Friars, too. After her 2008 song “You Belong With Me” became the 
anthem of the student section during men’s basketball games at the Dunkin’ Donuts 
Center last season, Swift responded by sending boxes of merchandise to the Depart-
ment of Athletics. Among the items were Class of ’22 shirts and patches, accompanied 
by a note: “Hi Friars! What an amazing 2022 season! Congratulations to you all on your 
incredible and inspiring success. Sending you all hugs! Love, Taylor.” The shirts  
were modeled at the season ticket holder dinner in June by, from left, Nate Watson ’21,  
Justin Minaya, and Al Durham.
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A fourth public basketball court in Providence 

became a work of art 

thanks to a collabo-

ration among PC 

Galleries, Providence 

Parks, and the My 

HomeCourt nonprof-

it, founded by PC alumni and staff. Davis Park on Raymond 

Street, within walking distance of campus, now features a bold 

design by Providence artist Lois Harada. Created with input 

from local youth and community groups, the court mural 

includes large text, bright colors, and the words “Let’s Play”  

in languages spoken in the Valley, Smith Hill, and Elmhurst 

neighborhoods. The new court was unveiled in September  

with a ribbon cutting, lay-up drills with former PC basketball 

players, and a live performance by a brass band. Previous My 

HomeCourt art projects transformed basketball courts at 

Cranston Street Park in 2020, Harriet & Sayles Park in 2019, 

and Fargnoli Park in 2018. 

BLACK & 
WHITE

Calling all kids! Would you like to join 
Huxley’s Jr. Friars, the official kids club of Providence 
College Athletics? Membership is open to children 12 
and under at a cost of $20 per year. Members have 
access to special events, discounted tickets to men’s 
basketball and men’s ice hockey games, and free 
admission to all other sports. For more information 
and the link to join, check out prov.ly/kidsclub

Huxley 
wants you!

The basketball court at 
Davis Park in Providence, 
with artwork by Lois Harada, 
curated by Providence 
College Galleries, and 
produced in collaboration 
with My HomeCourt and 
Providence Parks.

  
MY 
HOME 
COURT
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Rhode Island drivers can show their PC pride and 
support students in financial need with a Friar license 
plate. The plates, with options for five or six numbers or 
letters, are officially in production and expected to be 
available for pickup at the Cranston Division of Motor 
Vehicles in early 2023. A portion of each plate fee 
supports emergency student need at PC. For information 
on how to get your plate, visit prov.ly/pc-plates. Holding 
a sample is Rev. James Cuddy, O.P. ’98, vice president for 
mission and ministry.

PC’s new brand identity comes to life in a 30-second TV spot that will 
air during Friar men’s basketball and hockey games. Titled “Seek,” 
it features a student, Mariela Flores ’23; a professor, Jennifer  
Illuzzi, Ph.D.; a Dominican friar, Rev. Jordan Zajac, O.P. ’04, and 
coaches Ed Cooley and Nate Leaman, each exemplifying PC as a place 
for those who seek answers, seek purpose, seek excellence, and seek 
truth. Coordinated print and digital pieces geared to prospective 
students were created by the Division of Marketing and Commu-
nications with the Office of Admission. Pictured, from left, Flores, 
Father Zajac, Leaman, and Illuzzi.
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GENERATION  
FRIARS

Are you a fourth-generation Friar? Let us 
know! prov.ly/alumninotes

→KYLIE FITZPATRICK ’26 of Narragansett, R.I., traces her 

Friar lineage to her great-grandfather, James J. Dillon ’33, 

’35G; her grandfather, Gerald F. Dillon ’64, ’74G; and her 

uncle, Ryan S. Dillon ’95. (Ryan is the brother of Kylie’s 

mother, Kelly.)

→GRACE LEONARD ’26 of Cumberland, R.I., is the daughter 

of John Leonard ’94, the granddaughter of Arthur Leonard 

’63, and the great-granddaughter of Daniel McKinnon ’40. 

(Arthur married Daniel’s daughter, Kathleen).

←BRIDGET ANTHONY ’22, ’23G of  

Derry, N.H., is the daughter of Shannon 

Sweeney Anthony ’93, granddaughter  

of J. Leonard Sweeney Jr. ’65, and 

great-granddaughter of J. Leonard 

Sweeney ’31. Bridget’s father, Steven 

Anthony ’94, also is a Friar. 

TH

  
DRIVE WITH  
FRIAR PRIDE 
IN RHODE ISLAND  



BY VICKI-ANN DOWNING ’21G  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANGEL TUCKER

PC NEWS

Nursing  
 at PC
Nursing  

PROVIDENCE COLLEGE  FALL 2022
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admission to the Class of 2027 are able to choose the new 
majors on the Common Application. 

Establishment of a nursing program was a goal set by 
College President Rev. Kenneth R. Sicard, O.P. ’78, ’82G in 
his inaugural address on Oct. 1, 2021. Becoming president 
during a global pandemic, Father Sicard understood first-
hand the importance of healthcare and the opportunity 
for PC to play an even greater role in forming profession-
als to address future challenges.

“Programs like nursing and health sciences, which focus 
on the care of others, respect for the dignity of every per-
son, and the importance of service to God and neighbor, 
flow naturally from and support the Catholic and Domin-
ican mission of Providence College,” Father Sicard said. 

Father Sicard said both nursing and health sciences are 
a natural fit with the college’s commitment to the liberal 
arts. Both require the study of science and the mastery of 
competencies in critical thinking. 

Nursing  
 at PC
Nursing  PROVIDENCE COLLEGE ADDS NEW SCHOOL  

OF NURSING AND HEALTH SCIENCES

For the first time in its 105-year-history, Providence 
College will offer a nursing major.

The Rhode Island Board of Nurse Registration and 
Nursing Education granted formal approval to the college 
on Sept. 12, 2022, for a new bachelor of science in nursing 
program. It is the first bachelor’s in nursing program ap-
proved by the state in a decade.

The program is part of PC’s new School of Nursing and 
Health Sciences, which was established in the spring of 
2022 by vote of the Faculty Senate and the PC Board of 
Trustees. It is the college’s fifth school, joining the School 
of Arts and Sciences, School of Business, School of Profes-
sional Studies, and School of Continuing Education. In ad-
dition to the nursing major, the school will offer a new 
bachelor’s degree in health sciences and the college’s exist-
ing major, health policy and management. 

The college will begin enrolling students for the new pro-
grams in the fall of 2023. High school seniors applying for 
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Both are springboards to careers in the healthcare indus-
try at a time when, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the shortage of healthcare workers in Rhode Island and 
the United States has reached a critical level.

“These academic initiatives will enhance Providence 
College’s impact on society in ways that honor the institu-
tion’s mission and heritage,” said Christopher K. Reilly 
’84, chair of the Board of Trustees. “They will create excit-
ing opportunities for our students, guided by our faculty, 
to prepare for lives of meaningful service in assistance to 
our neighbors and our communities.”

Planning for the new school began a year ago with the 
hiring of Kyle J. McInnis, Sc.D., as senior advisor to the 
president for strategy and planning. McInnis previously 
was provost at Johnson & Wales University and 
led the establishment of a new School of Health 
Sciences, with a nursing program, at Merrimack 
College.

Father Sicard and McInnis began a series of 
informal discussions with hospital administra-
tors, nursing professionals, alumni in health-
care, and faculty. They were assisted in their 
outreach by Robert Ferreira ’83, assistant vice 
president for special projects and strategic ini-
tiatives, and Steven J. Maurano ’78, associate 
vice president for public affairs, government 
and community relations. 

“The response from the Rhode Island medi-
cal and healthcare community and throughout 
the region was incredibly positive, creating the 
opportunity for PC nursing and health sciences 
students to learn at some of the best healthcare 
facilities in the world,” McInnis said.

The college contracted with Huron Consult-
ing Group for a feasibility study that included  
a market analysis, financial model, and evalua-
tion of staffing and facility needs. In April, the 
study, along with an initial application and let-
ters of support from eight hospital presidents 
in Rhode Island, was submitted to the state 
board for consideration. 

McInnis will serve as inaugural dean of the School of 
Nursing and Health Sciences. Katherine Hypolite-Mac-
Mannis ’08, strategic planning manager, will create a stra-
tegic communications plan for the new school and coordi-
nate its diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts.

“A PC nursing degree will be distinctive because of a 
mission-focused approach that is aligned with our Catho-
lic and Dominican identity,” McInnis said. “We will offer 
transformative learning experiences aimed at caring for 
the whole human being, to ensure that students gain  
competencies that address physical, mental, and spiritual 
health for all people entrusted to their care.”

The nursing curriculum is being developed in consulta-
tion with Brother Ignatius Perkins, O.P. Brother Perkins, 
a registered nurse with a doctorate in gerontological  

PC NEWS

“A PC NURSING DEGREE WILL 
BE DISTINCTIVE BECAUSE OF  
A MISSION-FOCUSED APPROACH 
THAT IS ALIGNED WITH OUR 
CATHOLIC AND DOMINICAN 
IDENTITY.” — KYLE J. MCINNIS
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nursing and higher education administration, is professor 
emeritus and former chair of the Spalding University 
School of Nursing in Louisville, Ky. He will serve as direc-
tor of the new Department of Nursing while the college 
undertakes a nationwide search for the post.

“The nursing curriculum will prepare students to suc-
cessfully complete the National Council Licensure Ex-
amination (NCLEX), a nationwide examination for the 
licensing of nurses in the United States,” said Brother Per-
kins. “Like all other newly established nursing degree pro-
grams, the PC nursing program will be evaluated for ac-
creditation by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education once it graduates its first class in 2027.”

Nursing students will be able to explore such areas of 
study as medical humanities, may take dual language 
courses, and could participate in community and global 
health experiences locally and abroad. Like other PC stu-
dents, they will study for two years in the Development of 
Western Civilization Program. Their supervised clinical 
experiences will take place in hospitals, community health 
centers, mental health facilities, nursing homes, assisted 
living facilities, and healthcare agencies. 

Students who choose to major in health sciences will 
follow an interdisciplinary curriculum that includes in-
ternships and capstone experiences in healthcare settings. 
The degree is customizable and could lead to careers in 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, speech-language 
pathology, epidemiology, and public health, or as physi-
cian assistants.

The School of Arts and Sciences will 
continue to prepare students for medi-
cal careers through its existing pre-
medical and pre-dental programs.

The architectural firm SLAM, which 
designed the Ruane Center for the Hu-
manities, the Science Complex addi-

tion, and other PC projects, will design a new building for 
the School of Nursing and Health Sciences. It is expected 
to be located on the present site of Fennell Hall and will 
open in 2025. In the meantime, a temporary academic 
space is being built on the fourth floor of the Feinstein 
Academic Center (formerly Stephen Hall) with anatomy 
and physiology laboratories, a state-of-the-art patient 
simulation center, tutoring and study space, faculty offic-
es, and additional resources to support student success. It 
is expected to open in February 2023 for visits by prospec-
tive students and families.

From the college’s earliest days, its graduates have pur-
sued careers in medicine, dentistry, and research. Today, 
many Catholic institutions within the region and across 
the country — Salve Regina, Boston College, Fairfield, 
Merrimack, Sacred Heart, Saint Anselm, and Villanova 
among them — offer bachelor’s degrees in nursing. Each 
year, the Office of Admission has fielded requests from 
students inquiring about a nursing major at PC.

For the first year of the nursing program, enrollment 
will be limited to 50 students. Fifty health science majors 
will be added as well, increasing the size of the Class of 
2027 by 100 students. In the future, enrollment will be 
capped at 75 students per year for each program, or 150 
total, making PC’s a modest-sized program compared 
with competitor institutions. The focus will remain on se-
lectivity and academic excellence, driving the college’s na-
tional reputation, McInnis said.

“This is an unprecedented opportunity now available at 
PC,” Father Sicard said. “A new school in nursing and health 
sciences will complement our Catholic and Dominican 
identity. It is an ideal time for PC to provide a new genera-
tion of healers to support the health professions at a time 
of great need and for generations to come.”

KATHERINE HYPOLITE-
MACMANNIS ’08 WILL 
CREATE A STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATIONS PLAN 
FOR THE NEW SCHOOL 
AND COORDINATE ITS 
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND 
INCLUSION EFFORTS.
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Two alumni — Erik Chaput, Ph.D. ’03, ’05G and Russell J. 
DeSimone ’67 — and the Phillips Memorial Library’s 
Digital Projects department were honored by the Rhode 
Island Council for the Humanities with the Public 
Humanities Scholar Award in September.

The award recognizes outstanding public humanities 
work in teaching and scholarship that advances the civic 
and cultural life of Rhode Island. The collaborators were 
recognized for their Dorr Rebellion Project website, 
launched in 2011, which established an online educational 
resource about the Dorr Rebellion (1841–1842), an event 
that led to the rewriting of the Rhode Island state 
constitution.

Chaput, who teaches in PC’s School of Continuing 
Education, has a doctorate in early American history from 
Syracuse University and is the author of The People’s Martyr: 
Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion 
(University Press of Kansas, 2013). DeSimone, an author and 
historian, has published many works on the Dorr Rebellion 
and formerly worked in the defense industry and was an 
adjunct professor in the library at the University of  
Rhode Island. 

The Dorr Rebellion was an attempt by Thomas Wilson 
Dorr to bring voting rights to all men of Rhode Island in 
1842. The state was using its 1663 colonial charter as a 
constitution, which meant men had to own land to be able 
to vote. The rebellion established a parallel government 
alongside the existing chartered government and wrote a 
new constitution for Rhode Island. Although the rebellion 
was crushed militarily, it forced the rewriting of the state 
constitution to expand voting rights.

The collection includes primary sources, scholarship, 
bibliographies, a documentary, interviews, and lesson plans 
for Grades 9-12 that were designed to interact with the 
website and make use of its letters and gallery pages. Project 
partners were the John Hay Library at Brown University, the 
Rhode Island Historical Society, and the Rhode Island 
School of Design Museum. Grant funding was provided by 
the Rhode Island Council for the Humanities, Rhode Island 
Foundation, and Heritage Harbor Foundation.   

Dorr collaboration 
wins award

PC NEWS

Three alumni, prior  
provincial join trustees 
Four new members joined the PC Board of Trustees  
effective July 1, 2022:

DUANE M. BOULIGNY ’94, ’21HON. is 
managing director of the leveraged finance 
group at Wells Fargo Securities, based in  
San Francisco. He served as a trustee  

from 2011-2020 and was awarded an honorary doctor  
of business administration degree in 2021. 

JAMES M. CHIRICO JR. ’80 is the former 
president, chief executive officer, and director 
of the global telecommunications company 
Avaya. In 2019, a gift from Chirico and his 

wife, Bridget, established PC’s Chirico Career Center. 
Chirico played soccer at PC.

MEGHAN (CONROY) LYON ’89 is a 
philanthropic advisor in New York City and 
the former director of major gifts at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital. She has been 

chair of PC’s National Board of Overseers and an alumni 
volunteer in New York and New Jersey. 

VERY REV. DARREN MICHAEL PIERRE, O.P. 
was elected prior provincial of the Dominican 
Province of St. Joseph in June, replacing Very 
Rev. Kenneth R. Letoile, O.P. ’70, who had 

served since 2014. As prior provincial, Father Pierre chairs 
the Corporation of Providence College and is a trustee.

WELCOME TO THE CLASS OF 2026
→The Class of 2026, at 1,160 members strong, is the 
largest in college history. It includes students from 34 
states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and 17 countries.

The 622 women and 538 men include 211 students  
with a parent who graduated from PC and 121 students 
whose parents never attended college. There are 174 
students in the Honors Program and 99 student-athletes.
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are not sworn police officers. They 
collaborate with Providence police on 
security and neighborhood issues and 
are trained to respond to mental health 
crises and sexual assaults. They also 
receive diversity and anti-bias training 
throughout the year.

In August, Public Safety offered an 
information session to remind off-
campus students about the importance 
of locking doors when they leave their 
apartments and not walking alone late 
at night — “so they know we care about 
them,” Carnegie said. 

The Friar Nite Ride off-campus shuttle 
service was expanded and the Eaton 
Street gate now is staffed, he said. 

At the suggestion of Lt. David Marshall, 
the Office of Public Safety served free 
pizza to students, faculty, and staff on the 
Slavin Center lawn in May.

Carnegie grew up in Bradenton, Fla. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in public 
administration from Barry University 
and a master of professional studies 
degree in emergency and disaster 
management from Georgetown, which 
included study in Qatar. 

He enjoys cooking, travel, playing 
softball, and watching baseball and 
football. His favorite teams are the 
Tampa Bay Rays and the San Francisco 
49ers, though he has Buccaneers season 
tickets. He doesn’t like winter weather. 

Carnegie came to Rhode Island 
seeking a challenge.

“I did pray on it,” he said. “There is a 
reason Providence was calling me.”             

C had Carnegie is the new 
associate vice president  
and chief of public safety at 

Providence College. He came to PC in 
April 2022 from Georgetown Univer-
sity, where he worked for the college 
police department for 11 years as a 
lieutenant, patrol sergeant, and patrol 
officer.

Under his leadership, PC’s Office of 
Public Safety will seek accreditation 
for the first time this fall from the 
International Association of Campus 
Law Enforcement Administrators. 
The process is expected to take about 
four years. 

Carnegie wants to raise awareness 
of services the Office of Public 
Safety provides beyond security and 

enforcement — drug and alcohol 
awareness, crime prevention tips, 
how to reach out if you’re a student in 
trouble. 

During the First Day in Friartown 
advising days in June, Carnegie and 
his officers welcomed new students 
and their parents at the resource 
fair, offering free gear displayed on a 
tablecloth bearing the office’s insignia.

“I talked with parents to ease their 
fears,” Carnegie said. “I told them I’m 
starting new just like your child is, but 
I’m not new to college life.” 

In fact, Carnegie has spent half his 
22-year professional career working 
with college students and half as 
a police officer in Palmetto, Fla. 
Unlike at Georgetown, PC officers 

Chad Carnegie
BY VICKI-ANN DOWNING ’21G / PHOTOGRAPHY BY JUSTIN JAMES MUIR
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“THERE IS A REASON
PROVIDENCE WAS  
CALLING ME.”
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PC VOICESTUDENT VOICE

BY MARIELA FLORES ’23 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JUSTIN JAMES MUIR

Moore
is more 

Maybe you knew it as Antoninus Hall, home  
to the business, economics, and psychology 
departments. In 1988 it became Cornelius C. 
Moore Hall (in recognition of a gift from a 
Newport lawyer who collected 18th century 
American silver) and for the next 25 years  
housed the Development of Western Civilization 
Program. In 2017, The Center at Moore Hall was 
reimagined as a space for art, culture, and 
fellowship. Mariela Flores ’23 tells why … 
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boring class, or a boring day, or a boring minute; you talk 
and talk with your friends, until hours have gone by, and 
you are ready for bed, Civ notebook untouched. You  
go there with only the best intentions, ready to memo-
rize all of Plato’s Republic, but you get lost in the belly 
laughter, lost in the ache of a smile; you fall into the 
comfort of a teal couch and your best friends gathered 
around you. Moore Hall is not the best space to study in, 
but Moore Hall is the space so many of us look for. It is a 
space where you do not have to hold your tongue. A 
space where people pronounce your name right. A space 
where you are never alone, because someone on that teal 
couch is missing home and mami’s cooking just as much 
as you are. 

I am a senior as I write this, and it is these moments 
that I choose to hold onto. I go to Moore for coffee, for 
a laugh, for rest in between classes, or simply to be 
around familiar faces. That is Moore Hall, a space that 
feels like home.             

Mariela Flores ’23, from Central Falls, R.I., is an English and 
creative writing major with a minor in women’s and gender 
studies. She was inducted into Phi Beta Kappa as a junior.  
She works as a resident assistant, writes and edits for The Cowl 
portfolio section, is a mentor in the Peer Mentor and Friar 
Foundations programs, and is a member of SHEPARD. Mariela 
is working on her portfolio for graduate school and hopes to study 
for an MFA in creative writing. 

When you first enter Moore Hall all your senses 
awaken. Your ear finds the music playing from the speaker 
and you cannot help but mumble the words under your 
breath. In the air is the scent of food; it smells so much 
like mami’s cooking, you wonder where they’ve ordered 
from today. The cool air from the AC makes your skin 
perk up and you welcome the cool touch after walking all 
the way from Smith. Your eyes scan the entry way, you 
watch as people laugh, others type furiously on their 
laptops, and some read. This is Moore Hall, music, food, 
laughter, smiles, coolness, and everything in between. 

When I was a first-year student I aimed to find a space 
that felt like home. I tried the library, Ruane, and even 
Accinno. While these spaces offered me rooms to study 
in, chalk boards to write on, and silence that is sometimes 
difficult to find on Providence College’s lively campus, I 
still found myself longing for something more. I was 
longing for a community to share the space with me. 

It wasn’t until late on a random Tuesday night when a 
friend asked me to join her for a Civ study session that I 
found what I was looking for. I had classes in Moore and 
knew that there was free coffee in the kitchenette and 
snacks if I was hungry, but it took entering Moore late at 
night, and sitting in the study room with two couches, a 
big whiteboard, and too many people, for me to see 
Moore as more than just another brick building.

I will not lie to you; Moore Hall is not the best place  
to study. You sit on the couches in the study room, and 
you are compelled to crack a joke at your friend who 
cannot remember who Herodotus was. You sit on those 
couches and find the white board marker to write your 
name so whoever walks in after you knows “Mariela was 
here.” You sit on those couches and complain about a 

“I WAS LONGING FOR A 
COMMUNITY TO SHARE 
THE SPACE WITH ME. ”
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Magnificent in any season, Calabria Plaza on the Slavin Center lawn has become 
a popular backdrop for photographs since its completion in 2017. At its center stands 
a 33-foot, stainless-steel flame representing the college’s motto, veritas, or truth, 
based on the college and Dominican insignias. The plaza was a gift from Joseph 
Calabria ’65 and his wife, Sugar, who also selected its symbolic elements. Engraved 
along the plaza’s black granite wall are the names of Dominican saints, the words to 
the college’s alma mater, and the Dominican and college seals. The flame was  
designed by Stephen Forneris ’90 and modified by sculptor Brian Hanlon. Illumi-
nated at dusk, it is a beacon for passersby, and seems always to have been part of  
the college landscape.

Flame
of truth 

PC NEWS
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Joseph Calabria ’65 
and his wife, Sugar.

Lena Genovese ’21, 
left, and Catherine 
Bacon ’21. 

Marcy Zipke, Ph.D., 
professor of education, 
teaches an outdoor 
class. 

Rev. Peter Gautsch, O.P. and John Duffy ’20.
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Homecoming Weekend, Oct. 1-3, brought 3,500  
students, alumni, families, and friends to campus for 
events that included a Friars of Color panel, a Friar Fest with 
food trucks on Slavin lawn, Masses in English and Spanish, and 
brunch with the Hillbilly Thomists. The remnants of Hurri-
cane Ian couldn’t stop runners from completing the annual 
Friar 5K to benefit the National Alumni Scholarship Fund. And 
to top it off, entertainer Khalid headlined Late Night Mad-
ness, the traditional start of the men’s and women’s basketball 
seasons, at the AMP — Amica Mutual Pavilion, formerly the 
Dunkin’ Donuts Center. 

PC NEWS

Homecoming 
2022

Friar Fest

Khalid
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Friar Fest

Friars of Color Panelists

Research Presentations

Brunch with Hillbilly Thomists 

Mass Friar 5K
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When the Center for Global Education 
and the Development of Western 
Civilization Program sent out a call for 
proposals for faculty interested in 
participating in a new Civ in London 
program, my colleague, Dr. Stephanie 
Boeninger (associate professor of 
English) and I immediately set to work 
drafting a course. We proposed 
focusing on war from historical and 
literary perspectives, using race, class, 
and gender as lenses to examine 
ancient Greek warfare, World War I, 
the Mau Mau Rebellion in Kenya, and 
the Troubles in Northern Ireland. We 
were ecstatic when we were selected 
to lead the inaugural program, with 13 
students, from January to May 2022.

Each week we offered a one-hour 
lecture/discussion session and a 
three-hour seminar. One week we 
assigned several essays on women and 
warfare in ancient Greece and the play 
“Lysistrata” by Aristophanes. After 
discussing the play, we took the 
students to the British Museum, a 
five-minute walk from our center in 
Bloomsbury, and directed them to 
specific exhibits featuring artifacts 
from ancient Greece. We asked them 
to look for evidence of the variety of 
women’s roles during the wars. It was a 
wonderful and fully integrated unit, 
where the literary readings and the art 
and artifacts reinforced and illustrated 
the historical analysis. 

Several times during the semester, 
we met at a museum or an art gallery 
for our seminar. We visited 
Westminster Abbey, the Imperial War 
Museum, and the National Army 
Museum, and we lined up an art 
historian to lead a tour of World War I 
art at the Tate Britain. A weekend trip 
to Belfast and Derry in Northern 
Ireland included visits to significant 
historic sites and guided tours led by 
people who experienced and lived 
through difficult times there. We also 
traveled for a week to Greece.

In addition to our team-taught 
colloquium, each of us offered a course 
that fulfilled a PC core requirement. 
Mine focused on World War II and 

England, and Stephanie offered a 
course on contemporary drama. 
Students visited the Churchill War 
Rooms, the HMS Belfast (the first 
ship to fire at Normandy), and 
Bletchley Park (where the Enigma 
Code was cracked). We all attended 
three plays offered in London’s West 
End. Yes … an instructor’s dream 
come true!

On our Civ in London blog, 
students related their site visits to the 
course readings and themes, and also 
discussed and reflected upon their 
travels, their experiences living in 
London, and whatever they found to 
be significant in their lives as PC 
students studying abroad. 

This is …
Civ in London
BY MARGARET M. MANCHESTER, PH.D. ’83G 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM
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While we loved the educational 
opportunities, we also appreciated the 
benefits the students derived from 
living and learning in London. They 
took advantage of the cultural and 
culinary opportunities, they got to 
know the city well, and they seized 
upon the chance to travel widely (and 
inexpensively) using London as their 
base. They discovered that historical 
experiences we studied continue to 
have an impact on English and 
European culture. Somehow, history 
is more imminent and interconnected, 
perhaps because the European 
experience of war has been so 
qualitatively different from that of the 
United States.

Our students, who came from a 
variety of backgrounds with a 
diversity of majors, became noticeably 
more self-aware, both as individuals 
and as Americans. For many, it was 
their first time traveling outside of the 
U.S. They developed great time 
management skills. They learned to 
navigate a large and bustling 
metropolitan center using the Tube, 
buses, and walking. Many had never 
used public transportation before. 
Those who had been shy or diffident 
grew more confident. They made new 
friends. Whether it was trying a new 
cuisine or traveling to a new place, 
they began to venture further out. You 
can read about their impressions and 

experiences at prov.ly/civ-blog.
We believe their experiences in 

our classroom and in London will 
contribute to a lifelong love of 
learning and travel. In keeping with 
PC’s mission, it was a truly 
transformative experience for all 
involved and we are grateful to 
Providence College and the DWC 
Program.  

Civ in London will continue in Spring 
2023 with faculty directors Elizabeth 
Bridgham, Ph.D., and Robert E. Stretter, 
Ph.D., both associate professors of 
English.

Emily Cabreja ’23, left, a biology and 
health policy and management double 
major from Providence, and Giovanna 
“Gigi” Grizotte ’24, a marketing major 
from Westport, Mass.

CAPE SOUNION, GREECE

ACROPOLIS
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Joan Branham, Ph.D., professor of art history 
and interim dean of the School of Arts & 
Sciences, undertook a research trip to Notre 
Dame Cathedral in Paris in July 2022 to examine 
the restoration work underway after the 
catastrophic fire of 2019. 

Her visit was authorized by Rebâtir Notre-
Dame de Paris, the public institution responsible 
for the conservation and restoration of the 
cathedral. Branham suited up in protective gear, 

required for entry into the space largely polluted by lead toxins from the roof that 
completely melted in the fire. At a height of 150 feet, she surveyed the ceiling 
vaulting system that collapsed and examined up close the south transept rose 
window, which is miraculously intact. 

Branham is a well-known scholar of sacred spaces of Judaism and Christianity. 
Her current research topic is “Notre Dame: Sacred Space Preserved and 
Transformed.”              

Branham at Notre Dame
Faculty retirements

 (As of July 1, 2022)

• Douglas W. Blum, Ph.D.
 Professor of political science

Teaching at PC since 1990

• Helen Caldwell, Ph.D.
 Assistant professor of marketing 

Teaching at PC since 1981

• Susan Grossman, DSW
 Associate professor of social work 

Teaching at PC since 2000

• Janet Letourneau, MBA
 Practitioner faculty in marketing 

Teaching at PC since 2012

• Paul O’Malley, Ph.D. ’60
 Assistant professor of history 

Teaching at PC since 1963

• Valerie Peterson, M.S.
 Practitioner faculty in accountancy 

Teaching at PC since 2004

• James Tattersall, Ph.D.
 Professor of mathematics 

and computer science 
Teaching at PC since 1969
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Joan Branham, Ph.D., examines the south transept 
rose window that survived the 2019 fire at Notre 
Dame Cathedral. Rose windows, a hallmark of 
Gothic architecture, comprise hundreds of panes 
of stained glass arranged around a central image 
to construct a visual program, this one dedicated 
to New Testament stories. Rescue work on the 
cathedral employs interior scaffolding to reach a 
gaping hole in the ceiling where the spire fell, left. 
Exterior supports can be seen below left.

PC NEWS
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ARATI KALE, PH.D.       
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR  
OF FINANCE 

EDUCATION:  Ph.D., finance, University of 
Texas at Arlington; master’s degree, finance, 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
master’s degree, management, University  
of Mumbai; bachelor’s degree, accounting,  
University of Mumbai

BEGAN TEACHING AT PC:  January 2021

EXPERTISE:  Investment banking, behavioral 
finance, market efficiency, risk management, 
structured derivatives, macro-market portfolios 

NEWSWORTHY:  An article by Arati Kale 
and co-researchers was published in 2021 in 
the Journal of Behavioral and Experimental 
Finance. “Is Beauty Skin Deep?” investigated the 
connection between the attractiveness of mutual 
fund managers and mutual fund flows. Using 
machine learning algorithms and controlling for 
other variables, the research found that “attractive” 
mutual fund managers received higher fund flows. 
The attractiveness bias was most common within 
the retail industry and did not necessarily indicate 
higher fund performance. A second article by 
Kale, about the connection between CEO’s names 
and class-action lawsuits, is in the review stage 
prior to publication. 

QUOTABLE:  “The investment world is made up 
of emotional people who attempt to make rational 
decisions. Behavioral finance studies this dichotomy. 
People are incredibly interesting, and I love to study 
whether their emotions play a role in their decisions 
and to what extent.”

ORIGINALLY FROM: Mumbai, India

HOBBIES:  Swimming, salsa dancing, painting, 
reading Marvel Comics, watching football

 FACULTY 
SCHOLAR

— MAEVE HICKEY ’21, ’22G
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SAND 
in his

IT’S A LONG WAY  from the Bourne or Sagamore 
bridge to Cape Cod National Seashore, where 40 miles of 
federally protected beaches, woods, and ponds, covering 
43,600 acres, run from Chatham in the south to Province-
town in the north. Driving along the two-lane highway to 
the Outer Cape, visitors can feel they’re headed nowhere.

In a sense, they are. Cape Cod is “a grand place to be 
alone and undisturbed,” playwright Eugene O’Neill wrote 
in 1919. In the 19th century, Henry David Thoreau de-
scribed it as “a sort of neutral ground, a most advantageous 
point from which to contemplate this world.” This quote 
greets visitors to the Salt Pond Visitor Center in East-
ham, where guests can see artifacts dating back centuries. 
If they’re lucky enough, they will encounter William  
“Bill” Burke ’84, cultural resources program manager for 
Cape Cod National Seashore — in other words, the park’s 
historian.

Burke has worked for the National Park Service since 
college and at the national seashore since 1988. He 
oversees the process by which historical artifacts and data 
become historical narrative ready for consumption by 
visitors eager to learn the natural and human history of 
Cape Cod. Thanks to his work, loose flotsam tells the 
stories of shipwrecks, scrimshaw (carved whale bone) the 
stories of the whalers who chiseled it, and dune shacks  
the stories of families who waited anxiously for sailors to 
return from sea over the Cape’s long maritime history.

Burke is about average height, but his distinctive park 
ranger Stetson hat adds several inches to his stature. His 
neutral-toned uniform conveys authority — not in terms 
of giving orders (though he will not hesitate to enforce 
park protocol), but rather in commanding knowledge.  
His demeanor is inviting, and he smiles naturally when 
he speaks.

 A VISIT WITH  BILL BURKE ’84,  HISTORIAN 
FOR CAPE COD NATIONAL SEASHORE

23

BY MICHAEL HAGAN ’15, ’19G 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY PETER GOLDBERG
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Earlier in his career, Bill 
Burke ’84 was a historical 
reenactor. Photographed 
here in 1977, he is dressed 
as a 1900 U.S. Life-Saving 
Service Keeper at the 
Old Harbor Life-Saving 
Station, a National Park 
Service site in Provinc-
etown. The Life-Saving 
Service later became the 
U.S. Coast Guard. 

He is a natural storyteller who has been interviewed dozens 
of times for documentary films and published articles about 
Cape Cod’s history. During the summer, he was interviewed 
for a History Channel program about the Whydah — the only 
documented pirate shipwreck in the world, which lies within 
the national seashore’s waters.

In a room under the visitor center, Burke handles artifacts 
and processes primary data, adding to and interpreting Cape 
Cod’s historical record each day. In a backroom, primary 
source documents, including lighthouse keeper’s logs, whal-
ing journals, and maps, fill boxes on shelves that wrap around 
the walls floor-to-ceiling. This windowless, subterranean 
space is nothing like the sunny seaside climate outdoors, but 
the cool, dark, and dry environment keeps delicate materials 
safe from the elements.

Preservation is a struggle against the environment. The 
coastal weather exacts a toll on historic buildings and other 
sites. And if the tide brings items ashore or unearths artifacts 
buried in the sand, preservationists have only until the tide 
returns to safely relocate them before they are washed out to 
sea. Recently, visitors to the beach recovered a British naval 
pistol from 1759 that the park now preserves.

Burke has worked at Cape Cod National Seashore for more 
than half its history. The national park was established in 
1961, the year before he was born, under President John F. 
Kennedy, whose family keeps its well-known compound in 
Hyannis to this day.

A protected seashore on Cape Cod was a controversial 
idea. Residents and merchants feared losing their property to 
eminent domain. The park was intended to stymie large- 
scale development, which worried investors who envisioned 

“History 
was my first  

passion …
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booming beach towns like Atlantic City, N.J., and Ocean City, 
Md. The Cape Cod National Seashore began as an experi-
ment — a gamble many residents were reluctant to take.

Standing atop an ocean bluff overlooking the sea 61 years 
later, one can hardly imagine doubting the project. Today, 
more than 4 million people visit Cape Cod each year, often 
battling summer traffic that is the stuff of legend, to reach 
this beautiful nowhere.

Much has changed over Burke’s decades here. The scope of 
his historical project has grown substantially — by about 
10,000 years. This is due to increased focus on Native Ameri-
can history. Cape Cod was home to indigenous Americans for 
millennia before the arrival of European settlers in the early 
17th century. The National Park Service has only begun to 
prioritize native voices and experiences in recent decades. 
Today, Cape Cod National Seashore partners with two feder-
ally recognized native tribes — the Mashpee Wampanoag and 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) — on all ground-
disturbing activity, in curation and exhibition, and in re-
search.

Cape Cod National Seashore is changing physically as ris-
ing seas threaten a land mass that sits only an average of 20 
feet above sea level.

“Climate change is the biggest threat to the integrity of the 
national seashore. There are parts of the beach here that 
erode 20 feet each year or more. We probably lose about five 
acres of upland each year,” Burke said.

Even as its seashore erodes, Cape Cod has never been a 
more popular destination — despite a noteworthy increase in 
shark sightings and attacks in recent years. In 1972, 11 years 

Bill Burke ’84 leads a  
tour outside Nauset Light, 
one of Cape Cod's 
best-known landmarks. 
(You might recognize it 
from the Cape Cod Potato 
Chip bag.) The tower 
dates to 1877 and was 
originally Chatham Light. 
It was relocated to its 
current site and restored 
in 1923. It is listed on  
the National Register  
of Historic Places. 

… I decided to stick with  
it but was determined  
to find work outside of  
the classroom engaging  
the public with history 
where it happened.” 

This well-preserved deadeye (an object used in the rigging of  
traditional sailing ships) was found by a visitor near the Marconi 
Wireless Station Site in South Wellfleet. Bill Burke ’84 says it was 
likely part of the support system for four 200-foot towers that 
helped transmit Guglielmo Marconi’s first transatlantic wireless 
message between Europe and America in 1903. 
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after President Kennedy signed the national seashore into 
existence, President Richard Nixon signed the Marine Mam-
mal Protection Act into law. The number of gray and harbor 

seals in the waters off Cape Cod in-
creased dramatically in the decades fol-
lowing, and with them, their most feared 
predator — the great white shark.

Conservationists hail the return of 
great whites as a sign of environmental 
healing. Beachgoers are reminded by 
shark warning flags on beaches, and by 
each sighting, that when they wade into 
the ocean, they are visitors in the habitat 

of other creatures — some more fearsome than others. They 
visit nonetheless.

“It’s a nationwide phenomenon that people are more into 
the outdoors now. Cape Cod became even more a place of 
sanctuary and refuge because of the pandemic,” Burke said.

Burke was hired as a supervisory ranger at Cape Cod after 
completing a master’s degree in colonial history and archae-
ology at The College of William and Mary. In the five years 
preceding, he lived and worked for the National Park Service 
in 13 different places — including two summers at the national 
seashore.

“Because of my childhood memories, this was my dream 
park,” Burke said. “Now, I have sand in my shoes.”

Realizing his expression is lost on the uninitiated, Burke 
explained, “When people move to Cape Cod, they get sand in 
their shoes. They catch the bug and want to remain by the 
ocean. I’ll go inland to the mountains, and they’re beautiful, 
but I always miss the ocean after about a week.”

Burke’s father nurtured a love of history and the seashore 
in his children. A factory worker, he took his family to 
Yarmouth on Cape Cod each summer when the plant shut 
down over the 4th of July holiday. The family also regularly 
visited historical sites, including the Boston Freedom Trail, 
John Adams National Historical Park, and battlefields from 
the American Revolution and Civil War.

“It all comes down to my dad. History was part of our rela-
tionship,” Burke said.

Burke’s first job with the National Park Service was a sum-
mer position at Saratoga National Historical Park after his 

 
“I advise every  

college student to use 
your summers to  

get a head start.”  

Bill Burke ’84 keeps 
his Providence College 
diploma, and the history 
award he received at 
graduation, on display  
in his office at the  
Salt Pond Visitor Center 
in Eastham. 
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sophomore year at Providence College. In 1982, 
he packed his father’s car and departed from 
home in Holyoke, Mass., his accommodations 
uncertain. He stayed at Skidmore College for 
about two weeks before moving from couch to 
couch in several homes.

“It was only in hindsight that I realized how 
generous and trusting my father was in letting 
me borrow his car for the summer,” Burke said. 
“He really made that job possible.”

In Saratoga, Burke spent most of his time as  
a reenactor wearing sweat-soaked 18th century 
military uniforms in the summer heat.

“The public loves it, but you’re drenched by the 
end of the day,” Burke said. “Still, I’d take those problems 
over some of the headaches classroom teachers face.”

Reluctance to become a teacher nearly derailed Burke’s 
study of history. An Eagle Scout, he loved the outdoors and 
felt the classroom would be confining. Intent on transfer-
ring, he was admitted to forestry schools. But forestry would 
mean giving up history, and he ultimately declined those  
opportunities.

“History was my first passion. I decided to stick with it but 
was determined to find work outside of the classroom engag-
ing the public with history where it happened,” Burke said.

Staying the course at PC, Burke graduated summa cum 
laude and was awarded the Father Reilly History Award for 
academic excellence. He recalls learning from iconic faculty, 
including Richard Grace, Ph.D. ’62, ’17Hon. and the late 
Donna McCaffrey ’73G, ’83Ph.D., ’87G. He studied for a se-
mester at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland, and he 
tutored students in the Development of Western Civilization 
Program.

After graduating, Burke worked at a number of historical 
sites, including Independence Hall in Philadelphia and Mor-
ristown National Historical Park in New Jersey, where 
George Washington and the Continental Army camped for 
the winter of 1779-80. In Morristown, he met his wife, Stasia, 
who was interning there. They married in 1988.

Burke counts himself blessed to live and work within a nat-
ural and historical treasure. He and Stasia raised their three 
daughters on Cape Cod. The family enjoys the small-town 

atmosphere and natural beauty of their home in Harwich. 
One might say the whole family has sand in their shoes.

The National Park Service has become a family business 
for the Burkes. Two of Bill and Stasia’s daughters work at na-
tional parks in seasonal positions. The third recently began 
graduate school in athletic counseling. She, too, takes after 
her father, who is an avid runner and coaches high school  
tennis.

Burke stresses that the career of his dreams began by tak-
ing initiative in college.

“I advise every college student to use your summers to get a 
head start,” he said.

He also encourages students to recognize the value in 
studying history. It’s about more than doing well in Jeopardy 
or trivia.

“History doesn’t have to be a direct track to teaching or law 
school, noble as those pursuits are. Employers across indus-
tries want analytical ability, clear writing, and the capacity to 
research complex topics — things in which history students 
are trained,” Burke said.

As a National Park Service historian, Burke experiences 
history as something alive and sensory, and this is how he 
hopes to represent it to guests.

“My goal is to present history as a fun and meaningful topic, 
not as drudgery and memorization.”

In short, he makes sure visitors leave Cape Cod National 
Seashore with history in their heads and sand in their shoes. 
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Melissa DuBose ’90, associate 
judge on the Rhode Island District 
Court, stands in front of her child-
hood home in the Mount Hope 
neighborhood of Providence. 
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RAISED
 

FOR JUDGE MELISSA DUBOSE ’90,  hope is 
more than a feeling or the motto on the Rhode Island flag.  
It’s home.

DuBose grew up a short walk from Hope Street in Mount 
Hope, a working-class neighborhood on the east side of Prov-
idence. Today, she is an associate judge on the Rhode Island 
District Court, which she calls “the people’s court.” It han-
dles “a little bit of everything.” It is where people hear charg-
es levied against them, where small claims are settled, and 
where civil domestic cases are heard.

“It’s a court that meets people where they are at 
low points in their lives,” DuBose said.

In addition to hearing cases, DuBose works dili-
gently to achieve just processes and outcomes for all 
court users. (She prefers “court users” to terms like 
“defendant” and “plaintiff.”) She sits on the court’s 
Committee for Racial and Ethnic Fairness, which was 
born out of the tumultuous and tragic summer of 
2020 to identify systemic racism in judicial institu-
tions and processes. One focus 
has been fines and fees that 
convicted people continue to 
carry, sometimes long after they 
have completed their sentences. 
In collaboration with the Center 
for Health and Justice Trans-
formation, the committee has 
eliminated more than a million 
dollars in such fees, freeing many 
from the judicial system for the 
first time in years or even de-
cades.

DuBose did not plan to become a jurist. After graduating 
from Providence College with a degree in political science, 
she became a teacher in Providence Public Schools. She was 
teaching history and civics at a public charter school when 
tragedy shook her community.

“A student I adored, a member of my student council, a  
kid who was always a bright spot in my day and loved by  
the community, in April of his senior year, committed a hor-
rible murder of another student in an act of gang violence,” 
DuBose said.

Her students had so many questions. Why would he do it? 
What would happen to him? How would the case be han-
dled in the courts? DuBose felt helpless because she had  
no answers.

Her student ultimately took responsibility for the crime 
and served seven and a half years. DuBose exchanged letters 
with him during his sentence.

“I realized I needed to be an advocate for youth like my stu-
dents in a way that extended beyond what I could do as a 
teacher,” Dubose said.

For the next four years, she taught at Central High School 
in Providence while taking evening courses at Roger Wil-
liams University School of Law. After her graduation in 
2004, she joined the Rhode Island Attorney General’s Of-
fice as a special assistant attorney. She prosecuted juveniles 
— a difficult role to explain to her students.

BY MICHAEL HAGAN ’15, ’19G 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANGEL TUCKER

HOPEoff

THE STORY OF JUDGE
 MELISSA DUBOSE ’9

0 



PROVIDENCE COLLEGE  FALL 2022

“You can imagine the sense of betrayal that some of my stu-
dents felt when they found out. They thought I’d be a public 
defender and champion for the underrepresented. And here  
I was prosecuting people just like that student I loved so 
much,” she said.

But DuBose understood the power of a judicial gatekeeper. 
She had discretion. She was responsible for ensuring that  
redress was made to society and victims of crime, but she also 
ensured that the accused received due process and got a fair 
shake.

“I took my oath as a prosecutor very seriously,” she said.
After working as a prosecutor from 2005-2009, DuBose 

was recruited to be the U.S. legal counsel for Schneider Elec-
tric, a French multinational energy management company.  
It was the first time she had a passport. She 
worked in corporate compliance, ethics, and 
fair trade until 2019, when she was appointed 
to the Rhode Island District Court by Gov. 
Gina Raimondo.

Her experiences as a young girl in Provi-
dence come to bear on her jurisprudence.

DuBose grew up in Mount Hope at a time 
when, as she puts it, “kids ruled the neigh-
borhood.” She recalls exploring by bicycle 
with friends. Her favorite place in Mount 
Hope — and one of her favorite places in the 
world — is the Rochambeau Library on Hope Street, about a 
quarter mile from her childhood home.

“The library was our second home. It was a magical spot 
where we could go whenever we wanted. All the librarians 
knew us. The relationship between a kid and a librarian is spe-
cial. Kids have a little more control than they do with a par-
ent or teacher. They can advocate for themselves and feed 
their own learning. For a naturally curious kid like me, the 
library was just the place to be.” 

At home, she shared a bedroom with her three sisters. At 
the library, she found space of her own.

“It offered all these nooks and crannies and hiding spots to 
read in. My favorite spot was the Russian room with its big 
oak table and Russian books and periodicals,” she said.

Her father was a two-tour Vietnam veteran who suffered 
from PTSD. Her mother worked at the Phillips Memorial 
Library at PC while continuing her education. Sometimes, 
DuBose felt their struggles. On special days when they sold 
treats at school, she could never buy them. School field trips 
were out of the question, too. But in other ways, specifically 
in family and community, DuBose felt richly blessed. Most of 
her extended family lived nearby — and still do today.

“When you’re poor but you live in a community with family 
and support, you don’t realize that you’re poor,” DuBose said. 
“And that’s how it was growing up in Mount Hope in the 1970s.”

DuBose’s family and neighbors always made occasions spe-
cial. She cannot recall a disappointing birthday or Christmas, 
and some of her favorite memories are of neighborhood 

Easter egg hunts. She was surrounded 
by gifted storytellers and developed a 
penchant for storytelling herself. Her 
two sons poke fun at her for repeating 
herself.

“My boys accuse me of repeating 
stories,” DuBose said. “I tell them 
they will one day, too. Repetition 
keeps family tradition alive.”

Growing up in Providence, DuBose 
was always aware of Providence Col-
lege.

“PC had this electricity, this vibe. It seemed so far away  
despite being just across town. It felt unattainable and very 
attainable at the same time,” she said.

Her path to PC began with a traumatic change. When her 
parents separated in her sophomore year at Classical High 
School, she moved with her mother and sisters to the Oak 
Hill neighborhood of Pawtucket. She left Classical for Shea 
High School. She was devastated.

Her Shea guidance counselor, Jeremiah F. Ryan Jr. ’65, was 
“a big PC guy.” With Ryan’s help, and through her own kind 
and outgoing personality, she had a great experience at Shea, 
where she was awarded senior superlatives for “wittiest” and 
“most artistic.” She wrote her college application essays 
about Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness and Eugene Maleska, 
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the famed New York Times crossword editor (crossword puz-
zles remain one of her pastimes). In her senior year, she was 
admitted to PC.

Though she grew up in the same city, DuBose’s first time 
on campus was the day she moved in. She quickly made 
friends but noticed that she was the only Black person in her 
friend group. For many of her friends, she was the first Black 
person with whom they ever had a close relationship.

“There were things we had to work through, but it was a 
good experience, no question about it,” DuBose said. “I let 
that part of me that’s a little more gregarious and a little more 
of a risk-taker shine. There was a place for that at PC.”

DuBose was a Friar through and through, cheering on the 
men’s basketball team as it made its 1987 Final Four run, suit-
ing up for the women’s rugby team, enjoying parties, and 
committing herself to rigorous studies. Her closest faculty 
mentor was Sister M. Elaine Scully, RSM ’64G, a Sister of 
Mercy and professor of religious studies.

Three decades after her graduation, DuBose remains a  
devoted fan of Friars basketball. In 2021, she was honored 
with a Personal Achievement Award from PC’s National 
Alumni Association. She continues to reside in Providence, 
just north of Mount Hope in the Summit neighborhood.  
She sits on the board of the Rhode Island Foundation and 
remains a faithful patron of the Rochambeau library. Her 
family and neighbors frequently gather for barbecues.

“DuBose family barbecues are a big deal. Everyone comes 
out. It’s great connecting with new generations of cousins,” 
she said.

For her whole life, DuBose has been surrounded by the 
word “hope.” To her, hope is always coupled with responsi-
bility.

“Hope is having the confidence that you can make things 
happen,” she said.

DuBose’s greatest hope as a judge, and one for which she 
takes great responsibility, is for a judiciary that is universally 
trusted — and worthy of that trust.

“The library and the courts are both public institutions. As 
a kid, the Rochambeau library was somewhere I could go and 
feel safe and valued. I trust the people working there. I want 
court users to be able feel the same way about the judiciary,” 
she said.

Judge Melissa 
DuBose ’90 outside 
the Rochambeau 
Library with Judanne 
Hamidzada, youth 
services coordinator 
for the Community 
Libraries of Providence. 
Hamidzada was 
children’s librarian at 
Rochambeau when 
DuBose’s sons were 
young patrons, offering 
them the same library 
experience DuBose 
enjoyed as a child. 

   

“
Hope is having 
the confidence 

that you can 
make things 

happen.
”
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Since its founding, Providence College has inspired young men  
to join the Dominican Order of Preachers. On May 15, 2022, 

Rev. Damian Marie Day, O.P. ’15 and Rev. James Mary Ritch, O.P. ’08 
were among 10 priests ordained by Archbishop J. Augustine Di Noia, O.P. ’65   

at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception  
in Washington, D.C. At our invitation, they wrote these reflections.  

Rev. Damian Marie Day ’15, left,  
and Rev. James Mary Ritch ’08 
after their ordination.



33

By Rev. Damian Marie Day, O.P. ’15 

Why did I become a Dominican priest? A sarcastic joke, a 
late-night talk, and good friends will help me explain.

My first interaction with a Dominican was not what I ex-
pected. As a wide-eyed first-year student, I politely intro-
duced myself to Father James Cuddy — then college chaplain 
— and rather smugly told him the view of St. Dominic Chapel 
from my room in McDermott was very nice. Without missing 
a beat, he shot back, “It looks even better on the inside. You 
should try stepping in sometime.” 

That down-to-earth sense of humor comes from being 
well-grounded in the truth. The joy I saw in the Dominicans 
on campus came from knowing who God is and who they 
were. That means seeing through to the goodness of God and 
his love for us, while not ignoring all the brokenness of this 
world. Grasping the truth of God’s love gave them the joy — 
and sense of humor — that drew me to the Dominican Order. 

A few days after my ordination to the priesthood, I was 
back at PC walking around campus. In front of St. Dominic 
Chapel, I ran into Father Nicanor Austriaco. 

“Well, Father Nic,” I said, “a lot has happened since the last 
time we sat here and talked.” 

It was about 10 years earlier. Like many first-year students, 
I was having something of an existential crisis about the di-
rection of my life. I had plans for my future — marriage, kids, 
graduate school — but something had begun to intrude on 
these well-laid plans. It was unsettling and, quite frankly, 
rather terrifying: a gnawing suspicion that God might actu-
ally want me to be a Dominican priest. 

I sat in the chapel wrestling with this new desire and my old 
plans late one night. Finally, I said to myself, “Alright, I’d bet-
ter just talk to a priest about this.” Immediately, Father Nic 
bustled in, knelt down in prayer for a moment, and then 
walked out. Short of a vision of angels, I’m not sure how much 
clearer God could have been with me. So I scurried out after 
Father Nic. We sat on a bench and talked for an hour or two.

Father Nic didn’t clear up all of my confusion or decide my 
future for me. But he did renew my trust in God’s providence. 

And that was what I needed. I was so focused on myself that 
I’d lost sight of God’s goodness. In a society that struggles so 
much with hope, we all need a reminder of God’s goodness 
and grace. Renewing that trust in his providence helped free 
me for the truly awesome plan he has for me.

Shortly after my recent chat with Father Nic outside  
St. Dominic Chapel, I was inside the chapel celebrating Mass 
for a small group of PC friends. They were all married couples 
with kids, including one of my roommates and his wife, who 
was days away from giving birth to their first child. We’d all 
spent hours in this chapel as students. Some had been mar-
ried here. Reflecting on our time at PC and our lives since 
then, I realized how much our PC friendships had shaped us. 

We had good times together for sure, but my PC friends are 
more than “drinking buddies” or “fair-weather friends.” Their 
friendship — their example, their encouragement, their con-
versations — made me a more virtuous person. I am the man 
I am today, I am a Dominican priest today, in large part be-
cause of my friends. PC gave me those kinds of friendships.

I hope to share with the world that joy, that trust in God’s 
providence, and that friendship that led me to the Domini-
can Order. 

At the beginning of my priestly ministry, I look back with 
gratitude to my time at PC. I’m grateful for the knowledge 
and desire for wisdom that my professors instilled. I’m grate-
ful to the Dominican priests — whom I now call my brothers 
— who drew me closer to God. I’m grateful to my friends who 
have enriched and shaped my life. Most of all, I’m grateful to 
God for his providence — and for Providence College.

Father Damian, formerly Joseph Day ’15 from Rehoboth, Mass., 
studied history at Providence College and was co-valedictorian  
of his class. Following a summer assisting with priestly ministry  
at St. Louis Bertrand, the Dominican parish in Louisville, Ky.,  
he returned to the Dominican House of Studies this fall to complete  
a licentiate in sacred theology. 
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When I first visited Providence College, I knew that it  
was different from other colleges. I was at peace there and I 
wasn’t sure why. It was like a home away from home. On my 
first visit, I knew the place would change my life. I now give 
thanks to God and to my parents for sending me to this  
Catholic and Dominican college. 

However, I would not have agreed with any of this during 
my first two years at PC. Growth wasn’t easy. God helped me 
to grow as a Catholic man, and to be open to the priesthood. 
The Dominican priests helped me to change my “no” to God 
to a “yes.”

At PC, God chased me. I saw God in every work in Civ, in 
Campus Ministry, and in the Dominicans. This Catholic cul-
ture at PC, however small, fostered my love for Christ and my 
identity as an adopted son of God. Courses helped, of course, 
but without knowing who I was and who God is, a college ed-
ucation would have only provided me with skills to perform a 
job after graduation. My Catholic faith integrated this educa-
tion into my life and implored me to follow Christ. Practicing 
my faith at PC wasn’t a Sunday task or a club sport; it was 
who I was as a person. 

Praying in St. Dominic Chapel at Mass, at holy hours, and 

By Rev. James Mary Ritch, O.P. ’08 

GOD CHASED ME

During the ordination, Archbishop 
J. Augustine Di Noia, O.P. ’65 
hands the paten and chalice to 
Rev. James Mary Ritch, O.P. ’08, 
saying, “Receive the oblation of 
the holy people to be offered to 
God. Understand what you will do, 
imitate what you will celebrate, 
and conform your life to the 
mystery of the Lord’s cross.” 
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in silence were some of my most transformative moments at 
PC. I took ownership of my faith by going to confession to 
start anew, which brought peace and more grace into my life. 
I cared about my friendship with Christ, and the sacraments 
strengthened and maintained this bond. If you’ve ever turned 
to God or to a Dominican friar in that chapel, then you know 
what I’m talking about. Life-changing experiences happen 
on the PC campus, and they happen because of God’s grace. 
Because of the Dominicans and Campus Ministry, my faith 
matured, which in turn strengthened me to work in secular 
research institutions and in our de-Christianized society. 
Without it, I would never have said “yes” to God. 

After performing research in biology for seven years and  
an additional seven in religious formation, I was ordained a 
priest on May 21, 2022, with my nine classmates by Arch-
bishop J. Augustine DiNoia, O.P. ’65, a fellow Providence 
alumnus and Dominican friar. We knelt before Archbishop 
DiNoia, who shared his priestly power to us through the sac-
rament of Holy Orders, which of course originally came from 
Jesus Christ Himself. As you can imagine, my brother priests 
and I are still unwrapping this supernatural gift from God, 
and I will continue to unwrap this gift for years to come. 

I began my first priestly assignment in June ministering as  
a hospital chaplain, primarily at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Care Center in New York City. The same sacraments that 
gave me peace and hope as an undergrad, I now administer in 
the hospital. Receiving the sacraments was transformative, 
but to give the sacraments in the person of Christ as His priest 

is otherworldly. This is the holy work God has entrusted to 
me: to hear the confessions of people who have fallen away 
from the church and been burdened by deep wounds for de-
cades, to anoint hospital patients who are in agony, to cele-
brate the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass in the parishes where  
I prayed as a layman. The gift of priestly ministry comes 
freely from God, who, in turn, wants the sacraments to be 
given generously to His people. 

I think that very few Catholics realize the significance of 
the sacraments. For me, it took time, catechesis, and God’s 
grace to see the sacraments as means of direct contact with 
God. When I celebrate the Mass and give absolution, I know 
by faith and not by sight that God is present in the Eucharist, 
and that Jesus washes away all the sins of a dying patient. 
Faith replaces our eyes with God’s eyes in moments like 
these. 

Seventeen years ago, a Dominican friar and I walked past 
McVinney Hall on the way to Albertus Magnus. I asked him 
if I could be a Dominican priest one day too. He said, “We’ll 
see.” Those years have flown by, and I am thankful to God  
for this gift to serve as a priest of Jesus Christ.  

 
   

Father James, from Mahopac, N.Y., majored in biology at  
PC and worked as a research assistant and lab manager for  
Rev. Nicanor Austriaco, O.P. ’20G. He received a master’s degree  
in neuroscience from the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School before entering the Dominican Order. He is a hospital 
chaplain in New York City.

Above left, Rev. James Mary Ritch, O.P. ’08, left, and Rev. Damian Marie Day, O.P. ’15 on Aug. 15, 2015, the day  
they received their habits as novices at St. Gertrude Priory in Cincinnati. At right, Father Damian celebrates Mass 

for the first time on May 22, 2022, at St. Peter’s on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
P

A
G

E
 3

4
: 

G
E

O
R

G
E

 G
O

S
S

. 
P

A
G

E
 3

5
: 

L
E

F
T

 P
H

O
T

O
 I

S
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 T

H
E

 
D

O
M

IN
IC

A
N

 P
R

O
V

IN
C

E
 O

F
 S

T.
 J

O
S

E
P

H
. 

R
IG

H
T

 P
H

O
T

O
 I

S
 B

Y
  

C
A

T
H

E
R

IN
E

 D
A

Y
 ‘

19
. 



PROVIDENCE COLLEGE  FALL 2022

ROYALTY

D
O

R
IS

 S
A

B
LE

 ’8
7

D
O

R
IS

 S
A

B
LE

 ’8
7

R
IC

K
 P

IT
IN

O
R

IC
K

 P
IT

IN
O

P
ET

E 
G

IL
LE

N
P

ET
E 

G
IL

LE
N

TI
M

 W
EL

S
H

TI
M

 W
EL

S
H

B
IL

LY
 D

O
N

O
V

A
N

 ’8
7

B
IL

LY
 D

O
N

O
V

A
N

 ’8
7

R
IC

K
 B

A
R

N
E

S
R

IC
K

 B
A

R
N

E
S

At the 10th reunion of the Friends of Friar Basketball, 
from left, Steve Napolillo ’98, vice president and 
director of athletics; Doris Burke ’87, ’92G, ’05Hon., 
ESPN basketball analyst; former Friars coaches Rick 
Pitino, Pete Gillen, and Tim Welsh; Billy Donovan 
’87, now coaching the Chicago Bulls; Ed Cooley, 
Friars coach since 2011; and College President Rev. 
Kenneth R. Sicard, O.P. ’78, ’82G.

BY BRENDAN MCGAIR ’03 / PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEVIN REILLY ’82
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he largest group of men’s basketball players and 
coaches in program history gathered in Alumni 
Hall on July 28 for the Friar Legacy Coaches 
Roundtable, a fundraiser celebrating the 10th 
anniversary of the Friends of Friar Basketball. 

ESPN analyst Doris Burke ’87, ’92G, ’05Hon. hosted a panel 
discussion with four head coaches — Rick Pitino (1985-1987), 
Rick Barnes (1988-1994), Pete Gillen (1994-1998), and Tim 
Welsh (1998-2008) — along with one of the most iconic 
players in program history, Billy Donovan ’87, now coach of 
the Chicago Bulls, and Ed Cooley, head coach of the Friars 
since 2011. Barnes, who was recovering from COVID-19, 
joined the session via Zoom from Tennessee, where he 
coaches the University of Tennessee Volunteers. 

In the audience were 20 assistant coaches, 45 student 
managers, and 115 players, including Dickey Simpkins ’94, 
Otis Thorpe ’84, Eric Murdock ’91, Austin Croshere ’97, God 
Shammgod ’15SCE, Jamel Thomas ’99, John Linehan ’02, and 
Bryce Cotton ’14. 

“I don’t need to introduce legends, and that’s who we have 
here today,” Burke said. The panelists sat in a semi-circle on a 
stage in Mullaney Gym, each holding a microphone to share 
stories and recall memories that crossed generations. As 
Burke said, it was like gathering around the family dinner 
table. For close to 90 minutes, the conversation was flowing, 
the vibe was top-notch, and the audience hung on every word. 

Pitino, now coaching at Iona, said he doesn’t get teary eyed 
when thinking about his years with Kentucky, Louisville, or 
Boston University, or with the Boston Celtics and the New 
York Knicks, “but I always get misty-eyed thinking about 
1987,” when the Friars unexpectedly reached the Final Four of 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“It just didn’t make any sense,” Pitino said. “It was magical. 
I’ve been to seven Final Fours and Providence was always the 
best.”

Gillen, who guided the ’97 Friars to the Elite Eight, said the 
college is “a special place.”

“It’s a family atmosphere. Basketball is really important at 
Providence College and in the city of Providence,” Gillen said.

The roundtable was organized by Harold Starks ’86, a 
former basketball player who is PC’s coordinator of student-
athlete mentoring and alumni athletic events. In 2012, Starks 
founded the Friends of Friar Basketball with Dominic Coletta 
’78 to connect former players to the college and the 
community. Each year, the group holds a fund-raising golf 
tournament and volunteers for charitable organizations. It 
also was the impetus behind My HomeCourt, a nonprofit that 
transforms neighborhood basketball courts in Providence 
into colorful works of art in partnership with PC Galleries. 

Usually the group’s annual reunion occurs during a summer 
barbecue hosted by Cooley and his wife, Nurys. This year, 
because of the 10th anniversary and because gatherings 
previously had been impossible due to the pandemic, the 
group planned a Boston Harbor cruise instead. The incredible 
response from former coaches and players led Steve Napolillo 
’98, the new athletics director, to suggest the roundtable. 

Prior to the roundtable, a welcome reception took place in 
the Ruane Friar Development Center with members of the 
1987 Final Four team and the 1997 Elite Eight team. 

“For Harold to have the patience to make all this happen, 
that was magical right there,” Cooley said. “Just an incredible 
conversation. I sat there in awe. I’m grateful to be part of 
something so special.”

I always get misty-eyed thinking about 1987. 
It was magical. It was a team. 

I’ve been to seven Final Fours
and Providence was always the best.

— RICK PITINO

MORE PHOTOS
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Doris Burke, ’87, ’92G, ’05Hon. asks a 
question of Rick Pitino and Billy Donovan ’87.

Joe Hassett ’77, Donnie Brown ’86,  
Dick Pennefather ’86

Jason Murdock ’97, Austin Croshere ’97, 
Dickie Simpkins ’94, Michael Smith ’94

Friends of Friar Basketball offered a 
basketball clinic for children at Fargnoli Park.
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THE SENSATIONAL COLLEGE BASKETBALL CAREER OF THE 

LATE JIMMY WALKER ’67 will be recognized this month with 
his induction into the National Collegiate Basketball Hall of 
Fame. The ceremony takes place on Sunday, Nov. 20, at the 
College Basketball Experience in Kansas City, Mo.

Mr. Walker is the fifth Friar to be enshrined. Lenny Wilkens 
’60, ’91Hon. (player), Dave Gavitt ’89Hon. (contributor), and 
John Thompson Jr. ’64 (coach) were part of the inaugural class 
of 2006. Ernie DiGregorio ’73 was inducted in 2019. 

Mr. Walker, who grew up in Roxbury, Mass., played for the 
Friars from 1964-1967. In those years, freshmen were not 
permitted to play on the varsity squad and there was no 
three-point line. In three seasons, Mr. Walker scored 2,045 
points, a record that endured until Ryan Gomes ’05 in 2005. 
Mr. Walker now is third on the college’s all-time scoring list. 

In his senior year, Mr. Walker averaged 30.4 points per 
game, the highest in the nation. His average remains the single 
season record for the college. He set a Friar single-game 
scoring record of 50 points in a 91-86 victory over Boston 
College at Madison Square Garden in 1965, which tied Oscar 
Robertson’s scoring record there. 

Mr. Walker led the Friars to the NCAA Tournament  
(Elite Eight) in 1965 and in 1966, and to the NIT in 1967.  
He was the first and only player from a New England school  
to be picked number one in the NBA draft, selected by the 
Detroit Pistons to be their point guard. He played nine 
seasons for the Pistons, Houston Rockets, and Kansas City 
Kings, averaging 16.7 points per game, and was a two-time  
All Star in 1970 and 1972. 

Mr. Walker died of lung cancer in 2007 at age 63. He is the 
father of Jalen Rose, sports analyst and former NBA player, 
who helped PC celebrate Late Night Madness in 2014.              

HONORING
JIMMY

WALKER ’67
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he Friar Family Collective officially launched in 
September as a way to match Providence College 
student-athletes with opportunities to receive 
financial compensation under the NCAA’s new 
Name, Image, and Likeness policy.

The collective, a for-profit organization endorsed by PC, is 
led by CEO Michael Ferranti, president and CEO of Coast 
to Coast Promotional Products in Cranston. The collective 
will accept contributions from individuals and businesses 
with the goal of providing student-athletes with 
compensation, guidance, and exposure in building their 
personal brands. 

The NCAA enacted its Name, Image, and Likeness policy, 
known as NIL, in July 2021 in response to a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision. The court unanimously ruled in favor of a 
group of college athletes in California who challenged the 
NCAA’s policy that they were amateurs and could not be 
compensated for their play or from endorsements. The court 
agreed with the athletes’ argument that the colleges were 
profiting from their names and likenesses but not compen-
sating them, a violation of anti-trust laws.

The NCAA’s new policy permits student-athletes to make 
endorsement deals, profit from social media, and be paid  
for personal appearances and autographs. In response, 

supporters of college teams across the country began 
organizing collectives under a business model that pooled 
cash from donors to facilitate NIL deals for the student-
athletes. 

Roughly 14 months after NIL became part of the lexicon, 
PC now boasts its own collective, a boots-on-the-ground 
operation prepared to handle financial challenges while 
helping student-athletes make positive contributions to 
businesses and the local community.

“The best interests of Providence and its student-athletes 
are central to the Friar Family Collective and its members,” 
said Steve Napolillo ’98, PC vice president and athletic 
director. “I look forward to the Friar Family Collective giving 
our student-athletes an opportunity to maximize their 
Name, Image, and Likeness in this new college landscape.”    

Ferranti’s company, Coast to Coast, has served as the 
official products company for PC athletics for the past 
decade, and Ferranti is the father of an alumnus, Stacey 
Ferranti ’08. College officials were familiar with his business 
approach and his work ethic.

“They knew they could trust us because we’re going to do 
the right thing in every way,” Ferranti said. 

Ferranti hired four individuals with firsthand knowledge of 
the college because each worked in PC athletics previously. 

BY BRENDAN MCGAIR ’03

Navigating NIL
FRIAR FAMILY COLLECTIVE WILL HELP STUDENT-ATHLETES  
WITH ENDORSEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FR I A RTOWN
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The group, which will work under a separate arm of Coast to 
Coast, includes Alex Vescera ’15G, collective president; Mike 
Higgins ’07, ’09G, collective vice president; Brian Catinella 
’13, ’15G, collective general manager; and Susan Wagner, 
collective director of operations. Wagner is the mother of 
Samantha Wagner ’16.

“They were easy hires. I knew their character and work 
ethic,” Ferranti said. “We have such a passion for Providence 
College and the student-athletes. We’re very excited to be 
able to interact and work with them.”

Having the college’s endorsement means the collective has 
permission to use Friar trademarks and logos.  

“Not all collectives are endorsed by the colleges they claim 
to be associated with,” Catinella said. “That’s why we thought 
we were a natural fit given our history and understanding of 
how the athletics department works and its vision. As a team, 
we want to make sure we’re acting the way Providence 
College wants to be represented to the public.” 

Through its website, friarfamilynil.com, the collective is 
offering a subscription service so that fans may give monthly 
contributions. In return, Friar followers will be privy to 
exclusive gear and autograph items. For the right price, 
contributions made by businesses to the collective can 
translate into exclusive appearances and interactions with 

the student-athletes. Because the collective is for-profit, 
donations are not tax deductible. 

“We’re looking at it as a multi-revenue stream to benefit 
the student-athletes, with the Friar Family Collective going 
out to seek opportunities on their behalf,” Vescera said.

The Friar Family Collective has partnered with Opendorse 
to streamline communication, compensation, and compli-
ance for student-athletes and the collective. Opendorse is an 
NIL marketplace and technology company that has teamed 
with more than 25 collectives nationwide. The Friar Family 
Collective will use its technology as its day-to-day operating 
system for NIL activity tracking, student-athlete compensa-
tion, and compliance disclosures. 

Opendorse also will provide Providence student-athletes 
with NIL education and tax preparation tools through the 
partnership. PC athletics began working with Opendorse a 
year ago. Student-athletes have been able to build profiles 
through AdvantEdge, a platform branded for PC. In August, 
basketball player Jared Bynum announced his NIL 
partnership with 110 Grill, an allergy-free restaurant in 
Providence.              

Brendan McGair is a freelance writer from Cranston, R.I.
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Steve Napolillo ’98 succeeded his mentor, Bob Driscoll ’22Hon., as  
vice president and director of athletics on July 1, 2022. A Friartown 

fixture since 2004, Napolillo has served Providence College in a variety 
of roles, including senior associate athletic director for external relations 

since 2014. Here are excerpts from his PC Podcast with Joe Carr ’83.
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You’re placing some renewed emphasis on engaging young fans. 

What is the thinking behind that?

My father took me to my first PC game when I was 8 so I know 
from experience that Providence College can make connec-
tions with fans at a young age and they will stay with us. You 
will always see young people at our games and that is really 
special. Hopefully they will want to come to PC as students, 
become season ticket holders, and carry on the tradition of 
community support. 

You had a great student fan experience as a junior, with an  

Elite Eight Friar basketball team. What kind of impact did that  

have on you?

That was one of the most amazing things I experienced, and I 
was reminded of it last year watching our students have such a 
great time night in and night out at the Dunk. Like me, they 
will remember that forever and that’s critical because it gets 
our graduates excited about being alums. Hopefully they will 
want to give back so we can continue this great tradition.

What are some of your near-term goals?

This is a challenging time in college athletics, with 
considerations like Name, Image, and Likeness, conference 
realignment, and a shifting media landscape. From a broad 
perspective, we need to position ourselves to handle things the 
right way, with integrity and a focus on the student-athletes, so 
that our programs continue to be successful. The list is long, 
but I am excited to tackle it. I believe that it’s important to fear 
complacency, make sure you’re working to compete at the 
highest level, and have a hunger that drives you every day.

What are your fondest hopes as you look to the future?

Most of all, I’m committed to working with our coaches to 
holistically impact the lives of our student-athletes. That 
means competing for BIG EAST and Hockey East 
championships, in part by working to raise funds for 
scholarships and infrastructure to compete at the highest 
levels. It also means providing support in areas like mental 
health and nutrition, all so that they leave PC feeling good 
about themselves, feeling good about having been a Friar, and 
prepared to make a difference in the world.              

No less an authority than Bob Driscoll himself called you the 

perfect successor as he finished his 21-year tenure, and he 

should know because you worked side-by-side for so long.  

What do you take from that relationship as you begin in this role?

The first thing I noticed about Bob, even before I started 
working at PC, was his energy and vision, which are 
unbelievable. He made me want to be part of the team helping 
PC achieve its goals, and he has been a great mentor and 
partner ever since. It has been an incredible journey and I’m 
grateful.

What were the first few weeks like in the new job?

I met with as many people as I could, both internal to PC and 
external, including fellow athletic directors. With the ADs, we 
talked about what they experienced in starting jobs, what to 
look for, and what to ask others. It is a different view from this 
chair because now it’s more about making decisions than 
giving advice to someone who has the final say, but I felt 
well-prepared and grateful to everyone who took time to help 
me acclimate.

There are two ways to arrive in a position like this, through the 

ranks or from outside. Do you think there are advantages to the 

path you followed?

I do because I was able to hit the ground running. I love the 
familiarity of walking around the campus and hearing from 
people throughout the Friar community about their passion 
for our program. They know me and they know that I will 
listen. I always say that PC is like Coca-Cola. You may not 
know what the formula is, but it creates a place that is special, 
and I feel like I can tap into that because I have lived it for so 
long.

What message did you share with the athletics colleagues who 

work with you every day?

My platform is based on the idea that we should approach every 
day with purpose and passion. It does not matter if you’re a 
coach, an administrator, or a student-athlete, you should have a 
purpose and apply the passion needed to achieve it. If we do 
that, we will have an impact on each other and we will achieve 
our goals. I believe we are going to be really successful here.

HEAR THE PODCAST, EPISODE 318: PROV.LY/PCPODCAST
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HISTORY 
PRESERVED

BY VICKI-ANN DOWNING ’21G 

Above: The D-Day map 
donated by the family of  
Lt. Cmdr. Joseph Vaghi ’42  
to the Library of Congress.  
Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi was 
beachmaster for the section 
of Omaha Beach called 
“Easy Red.” Left: Lt. Cmdr. 
Vaghi on deck for the 
invasion of Okinawa on 
Easter Sunday, April 1, 1945. 

D-DAY MAP OF JOSEPH VAGHI ’42 
FINDS ITS WAY TO LIBRARY OF 
CONGRESS

CONNECTIONS
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Normandy on the ship Queen Eliza-
beth II as the U.S. Navy representative 
to the official D-Day commemoration. 

That opened the floodgates. He was 
interviewed for “The War,” the Ken 
Burns documentary. National Geo-
graphic wrote about him and the map in 
a cover story, “Untold Stories of 
D-Day.” He was asked to be a consul-
tant for the National D-Day Museum 
in New Orleans. He received the 
Legion of Honor Chevalier award from 
the French government.

When a National Geographic 
photographer borrowed the map in 
2002, Lt. Comdr. Vaghi took a pencil 
and wrote on it in case it never came 
back to him: “D-Day. Landed 0730 June 
6, 1944. Used this chart during stay on 
the beach. Joseph P. Vaghi Beachmaster 
Easy Red Beach.” 

Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi grew up in a family of 
six sons and three daughters in Bethel, 
Conn., and came to PC on a football 
scholarship. He lived on the fourth 
floor of Aquinas Hall and worked in the 
first-floor cafeteria. 

At just 23 years old, Joseph P. Vaghi Jr. 
’42 was the youngest of four beachmas-
ters to land at Omaha Beach on D-Day, 
June 6, 1944. His challenge was to lead a 
company of men, vehicles, and supplies 
from their landing craft in shallow 
water across 300-400 yards of sand to 
the dune line while being fired upon by 
German artillery and machine guns. 

In the breast pocket of his water-
proof overalls was his guide — a meticu-
lously illustrated, full-color, two-sided 
map that detailed the beach and the 
topography of the Normandy coast, 
including tidal charts and water depths, 
sand dunes, hedges, houses, cemeteries, 
and villages. 

Despite burns from an explosion, Lt. 
Cmdr. Vaghi survived the invasion, and 
so did the map. It spent three days with 
him on the beach and 20 more days in 
Normandy, until he returned to the 
United States to train officers in 
amphibious warfare. For years, Lt. 
Cmdr. Vaghi stored the map in a filing 
cabinet in his basement in Kensington, 
Md., while working as an architect and 
raising four sons with his wife, Agnes. 
When he moved to a retirement home 
in 2004, he entrusted the map to his 
son, Joseph P. Vaghi III ’78, who stored 
it in a bank safe deposit box.

“He told me, ‘You know, Joe, the map 
is the most important thing in my life 
next to Agnes and you boys. I’ll give it 
to you because I know you’ll do the best 
thing,’” Joe Vaghi III recalled. 

After Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi’s death in 2012 
at age 92, his sons considered the map’s 
future and how to best preserve it. In 
May 2022, at the recommendation of a 
family friend, they arrived at an answer. 
They donated it to the Library of 
Congress, where Robert Morris, the 
library’s cartographic acquisitions 
specialist, called it “a miracle of map-
making” in a story published on the 
front page of The Washington Post on 
July 5.

“We have a lot of maps related to 
wars, obviously. War is a great mapmak-
ing business,” Morris told the newspa-
per. “But to my knowledge we have 
none that we can document went on to 
D-Day. That’s what makes this a 
particularly special piece.”

Like most who took part in the 
D-Day invasion, which saw the loss of 
an estimated 2,500 American soldiers, 
Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi was quiet about the 
experience. His sons had little idea of 
his participation until the country 
prepared to mark the 50th anniversary 
in 1994. Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi was invited to 
accompany President Bill Clinton to 

After D-Day, Lt. Cmdr. 
Joseph Vaghi Jr. ’42 spent 
23 days in Normandy.  
Here he explains temporary 
currency to villagers. 
The photo was taken by 
an Army officer working 
for the Stars and Stripes 
newspaper. On a return 
to Normandy in 1994, 
Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi was 
reunited with two of the 
people pictured here.



PROVIDENCE COLLEGE  FALL 2022

battalion that invaded Okinawa. This 
time around, he said he was “scared 
stiff,” remembering Normandy, but 
there was no opposition from the 
Japanese. He was honorably discharged 
in 1947 and served in the naval reserves 
until 1959. For his heroics on Omaha 
Beach, he was awarded the Bronze Star. 
He studied architecture at The Catholic 
University of America under the GI bill. 

In addition to the map, the Vaghi 
family gave the Library of Congress Lt. 
Cmdr. Vaghi’s log book with personal 
information about his men, letters, and 
photographs. The Joseph Peter Vaghi 
collection, part of the Veterans History 
Project, will be digitized and available 
to all researchers online — including the 
map that never left his side.  

“It’s owned by the American people 
now,” Joe Vaghi III said. 

 
   

His father, also Joseph Peter Vaghi, 
was a seventh-generation cabinet maker 
from Italy who started a business in 
Bethel. He became friendly with the 
Dominican fathers at PC through his 
son’s connections and provided the 
woodworking for much of the science 
complex and for the oratory in Harkins 
Hall. Two other sons also attended 
Providence, Carlo Vaghi ’51 and Alfred 
Vaghi ’55.

 The Vaghi connection to PC contin-
ued into the next two generations. Mark 
Vaghi ’75, a cousin of Joe Vaghi III and 
nephew of Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi, is an alum-
nus, along with Joe Vaghi III’s daughter, 
Elizabeth Vaghi ’10, and Mark’s son, John 
Vaghi ’10. (Joe Vaghi III left his own 
mark on Friar history when basketball 
coach Dave Gavitt ’89Hon. asked him to 
be the first student to wear the uniform 
of the new college mascot, Friar Dom.) 

 In an interview for the Burns docu-
mentary, Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi recalled how 
his football teammates knew, when Pearl 
Harbor was bombed on Dec. 7, 1941, that 
they soon would be called to war. With 
two brothers already serving in the Army, 
he enlisted in the Navy, which allowed 
him to remain at PC until his graduation 
in December 1942. (The college switched 
to a three-semester schedule, skipping 
summer break so men could finish their 
studies in 2.5 years to serve in the 
military.) After leaving PC, he went to 
midshipman’s school at the University of 
Notre Dame, then to England to train.

He was not afraid as D-Day ap-
proached, he said in the Burns interview. 
He was certain that God would see him 
through. He had grown up in a faith-
filled Catholic family, and “it wasn’t a 

talking religion, it was a living religion,” 
he said. He also relied upon his military 
training, especially when encountering 
enemy fire upon landing. Aircraft had 
been expected to take down the German 
artillery before the invasion, but because 
of bad weather, targets were missed. 

“I saw people fall, yelling for help,” Lt. 
Cmdr. Vaghi said. “If not for the training 
we had … You can’t overdo training. It’s 
sort of a buffer between reality and the 
capacity of your mind to absorb what’s 
going on.”

Ultimately, “There was only one thing 
to do, and that was keep going,” Lt. 
Cmdr. Vaghi said.

He saw the oldest man in his company 
killed in an explosion on the beach but 
also met a fellow Friar, Edward P. 
Gallogly ’42, who asked, “Joe, what the 
hell are you doing here?” The late Mr. 
Gallogly became Rhode Island lieutenant 
governor and chief judge of the Rhode 
Island Family Court.

In the spring of 1945, Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi 
volunteered to serve in the Pacific with a 

CONNECTIONS

In 2012, Lt. Cmdr. Joseph Vaghi ’42 received the 
Legion of Honor, France’s highest civilian honor, 
at the French Embassy in Washington, D.C. He is 
pictured with his granddaughter, Elizabeth Vaghi ’10. 
Lt. Cmdr. Vaghi died six months after the ceremony.

See the Vaghi  
collection at  
The Library of 
Congress

 
“There was  

only one  
thing to do,  

and that  
was keep  
going…”
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National Alumni  
Association Council
2022-2023 

EXECUTIVE BOARD

President: Jennifer O’Meara ’93 

Vice President: Earnest “Earl” 

 Smith ’92 

Treasurer: Stephen Sypek ’84 

Secretary: Paula Tobin-Parks ’86 

Immediate Past President: 

 Stephenie Thompson O’Brien ’84 

MEMBERS

Walter Adamowicz ’56 

Jenna Borkoski ’12 

Lex Bramwell ’06 

Cassandra Caggiano ’18 

James Calechman ’18G

Erin O’Leary Casey ’97, ’01G 

Maria F. Cimina ’04 

Maria Duarte ’16SCE

Maureen Duggan ’88 

Brian Gay ’11 

Sean King ’21 

Kathryn Lamontagne ’01, ’03G 

Michelle Lough ’96 

George Mason ’84 

Brian McManus ’90 

Kathleen McGinley Neiman ’82 

Luis Nouel ’05 

James O’Leary ’63 

Nick Sailor ’17 

Tracy Lynch Sullivan ’85 

Michelle Trieu ’14 

Bob Van Amburgh ’69 

Peggy Weber ’76 

CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVES

Sarah Firetto ’03, director of 

 alumni relations

Katherine Hypolite-MacMannis ’08, 

 strategic planning manager

Christina Mascolo ’23, president, 

 Student Alumni Association

Jennifer MacCallum O’Meara ’93 might be the college’s most faithful social media follower as 
manager of the Class of 1993 Twitter, @PCFriars1993. A double major in political science and 
humanities at PC, she is a strategic marketing manager at MAPFRE Insurance in Webster, 
Mass. She lives in Whitinsville and is the widow of Ben O’Meara ’93.
 “Providence College was the very last school I visited during my college search. I toured PC 
at the suggestion of my mom – and instantly fell in love. It is safe to say that I’ve been a Friar 
Fanatic ever since!
 “For me, #ForeverAFriar and #FriarFamily are more than just great marketing slogans.  
They encapsulate the essence of the Providence College experience.” 

What is the power of the alumni network?
My first job after graduate school was thanks to the PC alumni network. I embarked on my 
marketing career at Devine & Pearson Communications, led by Hugh Devine ’69 and Tom 
Devine ’72. Being a Friar helped open many doors in my life.

If you could return to take one class, what would it be?
I would have enjoyed participating in the Civ in London program. What an incredible opportu-
nity to engage in coursework with fellow Friars and faculty members while visiting historical 
venues discussed in DWC. Learning really comes alive when you’re able to participate firsthand.

Where was the best place you lived on campus?
I was lucky to live on campus for all four years. My favorite was DiTraglia Hall — I had the same 
roommates for two years and, 30-something years later, they are my closest friends. 

What’s your favorite PC memory?
My top Friar moment was watching the 2014-2015 men’s hockey team win the NCAA National 
Championship. They were an amazing team and that season was one to remember!

What has surprised you the most about your alumni experience?
I cannot believe I’m still meeting Friars from all decades. It has been wonderful to build 
relationships and friendships with other alums from the 1960s through the 2020s.

Do you have any advice for current PC students?
Enjoy your time in Friartown! Make sure you attend an athletic event, go to a performance at 
the Smith Center for the Arts, and absolutely go to an on-campus guest lecture. While we all 
have to eventually graduate, PC will always have a presence in our lives. 

JENNIFER MACCALLUM O’MEARA ’93
President, National Alumni Association Council
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Jennifer MacCallum O’Meara ’93, left, 
with College President Rev. Kenneth 
R. Sicard, O.P. ’78, ’82G, and former 
NAA president Karen Monti Flynn ’80.
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decessor, the Naval Underwater Systems 
Center, in Newport, R.I. He is enjoying spend-
ing time with his family, traveling with his 
wife, and pursuing hobbies, including garden-
ing, woodworking, photography, and reading. 

’84 
Carol Taylor ’84 of Hull, Mass., is moving to 
Ambergris Caye, Belize’s largest island, in 
November 2022. She will continue to work 
remotely as a consultant, scuba dive, and vol-
unteer with local animal-rescue and sustain-
ability nonprofits. 

’89 
Sandra (Miska) Funk ’89 of Fairfield, Conn., 
is senior vice president, diversified investments 
for the Ashforth Company, a diversified com-
mercial real estate firm in Stamford. She also 
is a member of Impact Fairfield County, a 

collective giving circle that engages women 
of Fairfield County in local philanthropy. 

’90 
Thomas J. Fay, Esq. ’90 of Somerset, Mass., 
accepted the position of partner at Donovan 
Hatem LLP in Boston. Thomas previously 
was general counsel for a private corporation 
in Cranston, R.I. He works out of both the 
Boston and Providence offices. 

’93 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Cammi Granato ’93, ’12Hon. of North Van-
couver is assistant general manager of the 
Vancouver Canucks in the National Hockey 
League — the third woman to be an assistant 
general manager in NHL history. She became 
the first female pro scout in the NHL when 
she was hired by the Seattle Kraken in 2019. 
Granato, a forward, was captain of the U.S. 

’70 
Nicholas DiGiovanni ’70 of Newburyport, 
Mass., was ranked as a leading practitioner by 
Chambers and Partners, which ranks the na-
tion’s leading lawyers and law firms based on 
market analysis and independent research. 
DiGiovanni, a partner in the Boston law firm 
Morgan, Brown & Joy, was ranked based on 
his success in representing universities and 
advising clients on labor relations and collec-
tive bargaining.  

’73 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Deacon Paul St. Laurent, D.Min. ’73, ’13G of 
Portsmouth, R.I., was awarded a doctor of 
ministry degree from Fordham University in 
May 2022. His dissertation was titled “Hom-
iletic Training in a Diocesan Program of For-
mation for Permanent Deacons: Making It 
the Best It Can Be.” Ordained to the perma-
nent diaconate in 2013, Deacon Paul serves at 
St. Anthony of Padua parish in Portsmouth. 
He previously had a career in engineering with 
Hughes Aircraft Company in California. 

’81 
Stephen J. Caldeira ’81 of Potomac, Md., is 
chair of The Fund for Providence College, 
PC’s annual fund. Donations to the fund can 
be designated to support areas of greatest 
need, financial aid, emergency student support, 
varsity athletics, and diversity, equity, and 
inclusion efforts. Caldeira, who is president 
and chief executive officer of the Household 
& Commercial Products Association in Wash-
ington, D.C., and a member of PC’s National 
Board of Overseers, grew up watching Friar 
basketball games with his grandfather, Nicho-
las A. Pannoni ’29. He believes in giving to 
PC “because our collective investment has 
never been more important, as it will further 
position the college to innovate and thrive in 
the years ahead.” 

’82 
James Whittaker ’82 of North Kingstown, 
R.I., retired on Sept. 1, 2022, after 40 years as 
an electronics and software engineer at the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center and its pre-
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Fort Knox tower  
honors Fortunato
When SGT. MAJ. GARY P. FORTUNATO 
’00SCE died unexpectedly in April 
2020, the loss was felt beyond Provi-
dence College, where he was an 
instructor in the Patriot Battalion ROTC 
Program for more than 20 years.

 Sgt. Maj. Fortunato also spent five weeks every summer at Fort Knox, Ky., oversee-
ing the Confidence Course at Advanced Camp, the five-week training camp that 
cadets attend before their senior year of college. Many consider the 64-foot rappel 
tower to be the most challenging part of camp and remember Sgt. Maj. Fortunato’s 
encouragement helping them master it.
 In June, the Army dedicated the Fort Knox rappel tower in his memory. The SGM 
Gary Fortunato Memorial Rappel Tower at Training Area Facility 5947 was dedicated 
in a ceremony attended by Sgt. Major Fortunato’s wife, Carol, and daughter, Judy. 
 “It was here where he encouraged, coached and boosted the confidence and morale 
of all cadets who trained at the tower and mastered the confidence course,” a plaque 
reads. “SGM Fortunato trained over 30,000 future Army officers here from 2014-2019.”
 Sgt. Maj. Fortunato, a New Jersey native, was drafted into the Army in 1967. He saw 
duty in Vietnam, Operation Desert Storm, and Operation Desert Shield, retiring in 
1997 with more than a dozen awards and citations. For another 23 years, he served as 
a military science instructor for Patriot Battalion at PC. He was inducted into the Army 
ROTC Hall of Fame in 2021.
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women’s hockey team when it won the gold 
medal at the 1998 Nagano Olympics. She is a 
member of the Friar Athletics Hall of Fame. 
Her husband, Ray Ferraro, played 18 NHL 
seasons.

’97 
Kristin Negoshian Hutcheson, D.C. ’97 of 
Trophy Club, Texas, graduated from Parker 
University in Dallas with a doctor of chiro-
practic degree in August 2022. She is certified 
in applied kinesiology and looks forward to 
opening her own wholistic wellness clinic. 

’98 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Rev. Lisa Zambarano Morrison ’98 of Cleve-
land, Ohio, was appointed senior director of 
the Center for Spiritual Care for the Cleveland 
Clinic Health System. 

’00 
Terza Lima-Neves, Ph.D. ’00 of Charlotte, 
N.C., was promoted to professor of political 
science at Johnson C. Smith University in 
May 2022.  

’01 
Angela L. Carr ’01 of Providence, R.I., was 
named co-managing partner of Barton Gilman 
LLP, where she oversees business operations 
in the Providence office. She is an accom-
plished trial attorney in Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island who focuses her practice on 
medical professional liability defense and the 
representation of clients in licensure investi-
gations by the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health and the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of Health. She also represents students 
involved in Title IX investigations at colleges 
and handles pro bono matters in the areas of 
Title IX, domestic violence, and sexual assault 
representation.  

Jayme (Fitzgerald) Moore ’01 of Marshfield, 
Mass., was named vice president and share-
holder at G.T. Reilly & Company, an account-
ing and consulting firm she joined in 2003. 
She has developed industry expertise as a 
member of the financial institutions and non-
profit service teams and was named account-
ing and auditing director in 2018. A finance 
major at PC, Moore earned a master of science 
degree in accounting from Bentley Univer-
sity in 2003 and worked for Investors Bank & 
Trust (now State Street Bank) for one year 
before joining G.T. Reilly & Company. She is 
a member of the American Institute of Certi-

fied Public Accountants and the Massachusetts 
Society of Certified Public Accountants (Mass-
CPAs), as well as South Shore Young Profes-
sionals and the Providence College National 
Alumni Association. She was inducted into 
the Marshfield High School Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2011 and resides in the community 
with her husband and two sons. 

’03 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Daniel Burgoyne ’03 of Lincoln, R.I., received 

the Silver Beaver Award from Narragansett 
Council, Boy Scouts of America, at its annual 
Volunteer Recognition Dinner in April 2022. 
The Silver Beaver Award is presented by the 
Boy Scouts of America to volunteers who 
demonstrate significant leadership and com-
mitment to the Boy Scouts and the commu-
nity. Daniel attained the rank of Eagle Scout 
in 1998 as a member of the Nashua Valley 
Council in Massachusetts. After attending 
PC, he graduated from Boston College Law 

Any school day can mean a Friar reunion at Fiske Elementary School in Lexington, Mass., where four 
alumni are on the staff. From left, Catherine (Glennon) Murphy ’89, an English Language Learner 
teacher; Karlee (Binnig) Dana ’07, school nurse for all K-5 students; Harold “Sonny” Wilde ’96, a fourth 
grade teacher; and Francine (Chi) Hannan ’10, a multisensory reading teacher.

Whether making a gift to recognize a  
reunion year or as part of your end-of-year giving,  

your generosity helps PC thrive now and in the future.
The Fund for Providence College supports
• Area of Greatest Need
• Emergency Student Support
• Varsity Athletics
• Financial Aid
• Diversity, Equity & InclusionGIVE NOW

THE FUND FOR 
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE
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School in 2006, then began volunteering with 
Narragansett Council, serving in various roles, 
including Order of the Arrow Advisor and 
District Chair. He enjoys running and hiking 
and has hiked all 48 peaks on the AMC New 
Hampshire 4,000-footer list. 

Christopher Gorgone ’03 of New York, N.Y., 
joined the private equity firm Quantum as a 
managing director. He married Elizabeth 
Moore on Sept. 17, 2022.

Kathleen Stankiewicz ’03, ’05G of Fairfax, 
Va., was one of seven teachers to win the 
Virginia History Day District Teacher of the 
Year Award. Teachers receiving the award 
demonstrate an understanding of history and 
enthusiasm for the subject, foster a spirit of 
inquiry and the development of critical think-
ing skills among students, use and promote 
innovative and creative teaching techniques 
and materials, and provide leadership in the 
field of history education. Kathleen received 
the honor for the Fairfax School District. 
She completed her 19th year of teaching in 
June and has two degrees from PC, a bach-
elor’s degree in history and a master’s degree 
in secondary education through the Provi-
dence Alliance for Catholic Teachers (PACT) 
program. 

’06 
Emil Carlos Chaparro ’06 of Socorro, Texas, 
was recognized as the Fabens Independent 
School District Secondary Teacher of the Year. 
He also serves on the El Paso County His-
torical Commission and the City of Socorro 
Community Initiative. He credits his approach 
to teaching and preserving history to PC art 
professors Deborah Johnson, Ph.D., and Joan 
Branham, Ph.D. 

’07 
Mallary Tenore Tarpley ’07 of Pflugerville, 
Texas, graduated from Goucher College in 
May 2022 with a master of fine arts degree in 
nonfiction writing. Her graduate thesis con-
stituted the first half of a book she is writing 
— a literary memoir about her childhood ex-
periences with anorexia and her present-day 
reality as a mother who is in recovery but still 
lives with the disorder’s imprints. 

’08 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Michelle DePlante Carr ’08 of Smithfield, 
R.I., has been named executive director of 
Leadership Rhode Island. Carr became direc-
tor of programs just before she completed the 
core Leadership Rhode Island program in 
2014. She also serves as a community faculty 
member in PC’s Department of Global Stud-
ies. In August, she began teaching a yearlong 
capstone course with Nicholas V. Longo, Ph.D. 
’96, professor of global studies and of public 
and community service studies, and Samantha 
Bergbauer ’12, ’15G, leadership development 
coordinator at Leadership Rhode Island. 

Friars of the Last Decade

’13 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Cassandra L. Santoro ’13 of Attleboro, Mass., 
an attorney with Morgan, Brown & Joy of 
Boston, was recognized by 2023 Best Lawyers: 
Ones to Watch in the category of labor and 
employment law – management, and litigation 
– labor and employment. The category rec-
ognizes lawyers who are earlier in their careers 
for outstanding professional excellence in 
private practice in the United States. Recipi-
ents typically have been in practice for five to 
nine years. Santoro graduated from Suffolk 
University Law School in 2016. 

’18 (Reunion: June 9-11, 2023)
Lauryn (Picknelly) DuBois ’18 of Hampden, 
Mass., was promoted to controller at Peter 
Pan Bus Lines. 

’21 
Abby Mansolillo ’21 of Smithfield, R.I., was 
crowned Miss Rhode Island by the Miss Rhode 
Island Scholarship Organization in May 2022. 
She will compete in the Miss America Pageant 
at Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, Conn., in Decem-
ber. She majored in English and women’s and 
gender studies at PC and is a second-year student 
at Roger Williams University School of Law. 

’22 
Jillian Forrester ’22 of Cohasset, Mass., is a 
park ranger at Blackstone River Valley Na-
tional Historic Park in Pawtucket, R.I. The 
history and global studies major is pursuing a 
master’s degree in history at Providence Col-
lege. As an intern during the spring semester, 
she created an exhibit with park staff on the 
first wage earners strike in Pawtucket. 

Ganiel elected to  
Royal Irish Academy 
GLADYS GANIEL, PH.D. ’99, a profes-
sor and researcher at Queen’s Univer-
sity Belfast, has been elected to the 
Royal Irish Academy, Ireland’s leading 
body of experts in the sciences and 
humanities. 
 Academy members are chosen 
because they have attained the highest 
distinction in their unique contributions 
to education and research. Ganiel was 
selected for her international reputation 
and the originality and quality of her 
work on religion and peacebuilding and 
on contemporary religious practices. 
 “It is such an honor to be elected to the 
Royal Irish Academy, with its long 
tradition of public engagement informed 
by world-class research in the humanities 
and sciences,” Ganiel said. “I am grateful 
for the opportunity to work with other 
academy members to promote research-
led public debate across the island.”
 Ganiel also has begun work on a new, 
funded three-year project on the role of 
religion in societies emerging from 
COVID-19, working with partners in 
Montreal, Bremen, and Warsaw. 
 A native of Maine, Ganiel was a political 
science major at PC and a member of the 
1995 NCAA Championship cross country 
team. In 1999, she was the recipient of the 
Walter Byers Award, which is presented to 
the top female student-athlete in the 
United States. She is married with a 
7-year-old son and continues to run 
competitively, setting the Irish national 
record for women ages 45-54 with a 
2:41.44 finish in the Manchester Marathon 
in April 2022.
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strably toxic pesticide Roundup, will be 
published in 2023. A third publication, 
Down or Depressed? A Poetic Journey to 
Enhance Your Spirit and Life, is complete 
and also will be released in 2023, 
consisting of 40 poems presented in a 
self-help manner.

Sean McAdam ’81 of Littleton, Mass., 
wrote The Franchise: Boston Red Sox: A 
Curated History, published in July 2022 by 
Triumph Books. McAdam is a columnist 
for BostonSportsJournal.com and 
previously wrote about the Red Sox for 
The Providence Journal and The Boston 
Herald. He has been a frequent contribu-
tor on radio and TV outlets in Boston. His 
first book, Boston: America’s Best Sports 
Town, was published in 2018.

Arthur McDonald, Ph.D. ’69 wrote A 
Progressive Voice in the Catholic Church 
in the United States: Association of 
Pittsburgh Priests, 1966-2019, published 
in 2019 by Wipf & Stock. 

Vacationland, the seventh novel by Meg 
Mitchell Moore ’94, was published in 
June 2022 by William Morrow. Moore lives 
in Newburyport, Mass., with her husband 
and their three daughters.

Jim O’Brien ’77 of Southington, Conn., 
wrote Croaking Frogs (Austin Macauley, 
2021), a novel about two young detective 
brothers assigned to investigate a 
ruthless murder in a small, upscale town. 

Robert Crooke ’69 of Bridgewater, Conn., 
published his fifth novel, Letting the 
House Go (Unsolicited Press, 2022), 
which Kirkus Reviews called a solemn but 
moving novel of ruptured family ties, “a 
poignant meditation on loss.” Unsolicited 
Press is a small literary press based in 
Portland, Ore.

Ava Dussault ’22 of Sutton, Mass., who 
graduated in May with degrees in 
elementary and special education and 
psychology, published her first children’s 
book, Renee Finds Her Calm: Mindfulness 
Tools to Focus and Be Present (Bowker, 
December 2021). Ava and her mother, Lisa 
Casillo, founded a children’s yoga and 
mindfulness company, 2MindfulGirls, with 
online resources for parents, educators, 
and yoga teachers. They also operate a 
children’s yoga studio in Worcester.

Alison Espach, MFA ’07, associate 
professor of creative writing at Providence 
College, is the author of the novel Notes 
on Your Sudden Disappearance, pub-
lished by Henry Holt and Co. in May 2022. 
It was named an Indie Next pick for June 
2022, a Best Book of 2022 by NPR, a Must 
Read by USA Today, an Amazon Editor’s 
Choice, and a Most Anticipated Book of 
May by The Millions.

Ronald Linari, Ed.D ’65 of Mansfield, 
Mass., wrote Chemicalization of the U.S. 
Food Supply Chain, Part I. Part II, 
focusing on the ubiquitous and demon-

Described as funny, sad, frightening, and 
inspiring, the book is available on Amazon, 
Barnes and Noble, and Goodreads, among 
other retailers.

The latest horror novel by Paul Tremblay 
’93, The PallBearers Club, was published 
by William Morrow in July 2022. Tremblay 
has won the Bram Stoker, British Fantasy, 
and Massachusetts Book awards for his 
work. His essays and short fiction have 
appeared in the Los Angeles Times, 
Entertainment Weekly online, and numer-
ous year’s-best anthologies. 

Katie Keefe Wood ’04 of Canton, Mass., 
wrote A Simple Seed: of Growth, Grati-
tude & Giggles (Publish Your Purpose, 
2022), a five-minute morning journal for 
children to help them center themselves 
and focus on gratitude. The journal has 
been featured in Entrepreneur magazine, 
on NBC News, and on the John Lee 
Dumas ’02 podcast, Entrepreneur on Fire. 
It also was an Amazon’s Top 10 bestseller 
for happiness and self-help. Thanks to 
the generosity of AMcards, the journals 
also were distributed to the children of 
Uvalde, Texas. 

Jodie Lynn Zdrok ’99, ’00G of Raleigh, 
N.C., is the author of two young adult 
historical fantasy thrillers published by 
Macmillan/Tor Teen: Spectacle (2019) and 
Sensational (2020). Zdrok was a history 
major at PC and now is a content designer 
at Meta. 

ALUMNI AUTHORS
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Hannah Sullivan ’17 and Ian O’Toole ’17 

met their first week of college in 2013 and 
have been inseparable ever since. They 
married in August 2022, after nearly nine 
years of dating, with many classmates 
attending. “Thank you, PC!” They reside 
in Branford, Conn. 

Friends from the Class of 1993 joined 
classmate Cathy Morelli ’93 at her 
wedding to Ron Luneau in Hartford, 
Conn., on Aug. 6, 2022. In attendance 
were MaryJane Akowitz Montz ’93, Megan 
Zaino Scully ’93, Merry Perkoski James 
’93, Tara Kett Carrell ’93, and Charlie 
Clark ’93. The couple resides in West 
Hartford. 

Meghan Reidy ’14 and Patrick Leyden ’14 
married on July 16, 2022, in Pelham, N.Y. 
Providence College was represented by 
Friars from the classes of 2017, 2015, 
2014, 2013, 2012, 1984, and 1982, 
including the groom’s parents, Pat Leyden 
’82 and Sue Rogers Leyden ’82. 

Alison (Hagg) Goldman ’17 and Daniel 
Goldman of Weymouth, Mass., married on 
July 15, 2022, with many Friar family 
members by their side. The wedding took 
place at the Red Lion Inn in Cohasset. The 
officiant was Paul Altmeyer, father of 
Lauren Altmeyer ’17, who gave a shout-out 
to the 2015 national champion hockey 
Friars during the ceremony.

David Pinsonneault ’14 and Valerie 
Chase ’14 of Providence married on July 
3, 2022, at the Publick House in Stur-
bridge, Mass., with about 25 Friars in 
attendance. They were public and 
community service studies majors at PC. 

Laura Hanson ’12 and Ryan Eaton ’12 of 
Newport, R.I., married on June 25, 2022, in 
Newport, with more than 30 Friars as 
guests. 

Katie Comber ’18 and Ben Gallant ’18 of 
Worcester, Mass., married on June 4, 
2022, in York, Maine, with many Friars in 
attendance. 

FRIAR 
WEDDINGS 

Amanda Talbot ’15 and Benjamin Williams ’15 married at St. Dominic Chapel in April. They 
were joined by Amanda’s parents, Susan Keller Talbot ’83 and Gary Talbot ’82, along with  
many other Friars and family. Amanda is an annual giving officer at Brown University and Ben 
is logistics manager at My Brother’s Keeper in Dartmouth, Mass. They reside in Providence.



53

Aiden Patrick Joseph was born on  
May 2, 2022, at 8:29 p.m., weighing 8 
pounds, 15 ounces, and measuring 21 
inches. His parents, Sarah Firetto ’03  
and Patrick Tierney of Cranston, R.I.,  
are thrilled with their little Friar! Sarah is 
director of alumni relations at PC. 

Jessie Ngo ’13 and Sabrina (Raulerson) 
Ngo ’13 are happy to announce the arrival 
of their son, Isaiah John Ngo, born on July 
9, 2022. He weighed 7 pounds, 0 ounces, 
and was 17.5 inches long. 

Ben Remillard ’13 and his wife, Kerry,  
of Grafton, Mass., welcomed their first 
daughter, Stevie, on June 2, 2022. 

    Little 
FRIARSFRIARS

Brigid McGrath ’20 and Nathan Zarcaro 
’18 married on June 4, 2022, in Ellington, 
Conn. More than 35 Friars attended, 
including Nathan’s grandfather, Robert M. 
Zarcaro, Ph.D. ’64, ’69G, retired associate 
professor of biology. Nate and Brigid met 
on Nate’s last night at PC during Dorm 
Storm and were glad to share the wedding 
day with so many Friars — even the DJ for 
the reception and organist at the church 
were alumni. 

Mark Plummer ’04 married Justine 
Jennings on May 29, 2022, in Bristol, R.I. 
Friars in attendance included Rev. Al 
Marcello ’04, who officiated with Bishop 
John Keenan of Paisley, Scotland. Mark 
befriended Bishop Keenan when he 
studied abroad at the University of 
Glasgow during his junior year. The  
couple resides in East Greenwich. 

Brian Scott ’11SCE, ’13G and Meghan 
Bruce ’06 married on May 29, 2022, in 
Narragansett, R.I. They reside in Hope 
Valley. 

Justin Gaglione ’14 and Viviana (Falco) 
Gaglione ’14 married on May 28, 2022, in 
Agerola, Italy, along the Amalfi coast. 
Classmates who joined them included 
Thomas Abbood ’14, Matthew McKee ’14, 
Kevin Castellano ’14, Brian Yost ’14, and 
Chris Merlo ’14. 

Conor Dillon ’14 and Kelcie Wentzell ’14 
of Weymouth, Mass., married on May 22, 
2022, in Portsmouth, R.I., with many 
Friars in attendance. Kenny Savage ’14 
officiated.

Jennifer Barnaby ’09 and Choukri Allali of 
Cary, N.C., married on May 14, 2022, at 
The Graduate in Providence. Two of 
Jennifer’s roommates, Elizabeth (Flynn) 
Acosta ’09 and Jeanine (Dowd) Meredith 
’09, were bridesmaids, and Christopher 
Manoogian ’09 and Benjamin Lannin ’09 
were groomsmen. The wedding party  
took photographs on campus and enjoyed 
reliving special memories. 

Lauren O’Loughlin ’14, formerly of 
Hopkinton, Mass., and Christopher Cruz 
’14, formerly of Duarte, Calif., celebrated 
their marriage on March 12, 2022, with  
a convalidation ceremony performed  
by Rev. Nicanor Austriaco, O.P. ’20G in  
St. Dominic Chapel and a reception  
in Providence. Friars attended from  
the Classes of 2014-2017 and included 
Lauren’s mother, Connie (Kennedy) 
O’Loughlin ’84. The couple resides in  
Boston. 

Joanna M. Scimeca ’11, ’13G married 
Andrew J. Bradley on Nov. 13, 2021, at 
Georgetown Preparatory School in North 
Bethesda, Md., where Joanna has been a 
science teacher since 2015. Andrew is a 
physician in Washington, D.C. They live  
in Vienna, Va. 

Lizzy Karas Simpson ’14 and Mike 
Simpson ’14 of Weymouth, Mass., married 
in October 2021 in Vermont amid Friar 
family and friends from class years 1974, 
1978, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2017, and 2018. 

Chris Flaherty ’14 and Jennifer Celli ’14, 
’16G married on Cape Cod in September 
2021. The Mass was at Holy Trinity 
Church in West Harwich, followed by a 
reception at The Lighthouse Inn in West 
Dennis. Many Friars attended, including 
graduates from the Class of 2014, Class of 
1987, and Class of 1969. The Flahertys 
recently purchased their first home in 
Braintree and welcomed their first baby,  
a daughter, on Oct. 16, 2022. Chris is  
the associate director of alumni relations 
at PC.

TYING  
THE KNOT?
prov.ly/alumninotes
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Basketball superstar John Francis Egan ’61
Johnny Egan ’61, who with Lenny 
Wilkens ’60 was one of Providence 
College’s first basketball superstars, 
leading the Friars to their first NIT 
Championship in 1961, died on July 21, 
2022, in Houston. He was 83. 
 Mr. Egan came to PC following a 
standout career at Weaver High School 
in Hartford, Conn. The team, unde-
feated with 24 wins his senior year, won 
the New England Championship at 
Boston Garden, rallying from a deficit. 
Mr. Egan sank two free throws as the 
clock expired, then dominated in 
overtime. 
 In a 2013 interview with Providence 
College Magazine, he said he decided to 
attend PC to please his mother, an Irish 
immigrant who felt comfortable 
knowing he would be at a Catholic 
college. 
 “I was a cocky kid and a flashy player,” 
Mr. Egan recalled. But under coach Joe 
Mullaney ’65Hon., ’98Hon., “we worked 
as a cohesive unit, and no one had a huge 
ego. We had talent but we weren’t overly 

IN MEMORIAM

talented. We played for the good of the 
team and it seems like every practice, we 
had fun.” He remained close to his 
teammates all his life. 
 In 1959, Mr. Egan helped the Friars to 
their first-ever win over a nationally 
ranked opponent, beating Villanova 
90-83 at the Palestra in four overtimes. 
That ignited a streak of 20-win seasons 
that made PC a postseason regular. Mr. 
Egan averaged 18.8 points per game in 
the NIT championship season of 
1960-1961 and scored 1,434 points in 
three years of varsity play.
 He was selected by the Detroit Pistons 
in the second round of the NBA Draft. 
He played for 11 seasons, from 1961-1972, 
with six teams — the Pistons, New York 
Knicks, Baltimore Bullets, Los Angeles 
Lakers, Cleveland Cavaliers, and San 
Diego/Houston Rockets. He coached 
the Rockets from 1973-1976. 
 At 5 feet, 11 inches tall, he was the 
shortest player in the NBA for most of 
his career. But he could dunk from a 
standing start, and he invented a shot 

dubbed the alley-oop, now called a 
teardrop or a floater. Into his 80s he 
kept in shape with fingertip pushups, 
yoga, basketball, and golf. 
 Mr. Egan ran an insurance business in 
Houston. After the death of his wife, 
Joan, from ovarian cancer in 1998, he 
remained in the city and found a new 
vocation at his local Starbucks, which he 
visited every morning. He befriended 
the baristas and eventually learned 
about their private lives and needs, 
collecting donations to assist them and 
winning the nickname “the mayor of 
Starbucks.” 
 Mr. Egan had been scheduled to 
return to Providence for Homecoming 
Weekend in October 2021 for a conver-
sation with Edward A. Iannuccilli, M.D. 
’61, and to distribute copies of the book 
The Johnny Egan Story by Howard 
Greenblatt. He decided not to travel 
because of concerns about COVID-19.
 He is survived by a daughter, a son, 
and five grandchildren.

Johnny Egan ’61, far left, with Charles Barkley, center, and Lenny Wilkens ’60 in 2013. Johnny Egan ’61, far right, drives to the basket against Creighton. At left is Jim Hadnot ’62. 
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SERVICE
In these instances, I would later 

realize, “service” always had a self-
interest at the end. In failing to 
recognize my father’s generosity 
toward the safety of our commu-
nity, I saw instead a shiny helmet. 
Likewise, the time I spent as man-
ager of basketball teams boosted 
my own ego more than it helped 
the coach and players. I was on the 
fast track toward self-absorption 
with such thinking when suddenly 
I hit a crossroads: The Friars Club.

When asked to join the club late 
in my sophomore year, I had to 
weigh the merits of sitting on the 
bench next to Joe Mullaney at ev-
ery game with donning that white 
jacket and enjoying all the prestige 
which went along with it. I chose 

I could be a part of the team; he 
suggested I could be his manager. 
Not sure what exactly to expect, I 
agreed and later relished hanging 
out with the players, taking the bus 
rides, and feeling the competitive 
excitement that went along with op-
erating the time clock, keeping the 
scorebook, and handing towels to 
team members. When I arrived at 
Providence College — in the midst 
of solidifying itself on the collegiate 
basketball map — I wondered how 
I could be a part of that team. The 
next thing I knew I was manager 
of the freshman team coached by 
Dave Gavitt. Of course, there was 
much more required of me, but the 
perks were well worth the time I 
spent at practice and at games.

I HAVE AN EARLY MEMORY of my 
father wearing a white Civil 
Defense helmet and leaving 
our house to be a warden 
during an air raid drill when I 
was about 4 years old. Outside 

of hurrying under the dining room 
table when the siren blared, I 
remember only my father and how 
important he looked in his impres-
sive warden helmet.

Years later, I played CYO basket-
ball, barely well enough to make the 
team. When I reached high school, 
it only took two rounds of layup 
drills at tryouts before my playing 
days were officially over. Loving the 
sport and wanting to stay connected 
in any way I could, I then asked the 
coach if there were any possible way 

BY BRIAN MAHER ’68, ’18HON.  

THE LAST WORD

Rev. Walter J. Heath, O.P., longtime Friars Club moderator.
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of perils which confront our youth, 
our communities, our Church. I 
suggest there is a place where each 
of us can help in these circles.

Perhaps there is a blue shirt 
somewhere in a closet or a drawer 
which still fits. Why not take it out 
and try it on!  

 
   

 
Brian Maher ’68, 
’18Hon., a proud 
member of the Class 
of 1968, is the father 
of two alumni — 
Timothy Providence 

Maher ’97 and Kara Grace (Maher) 
Darrell ’06 — and the grandfather of 
five. Since 2009, his weekly email, “It’s 
Tuesday ...,” has kept more than 400 
alumni and friends of the college updated 
on the prayer needs of classmates. He also 
writes a weekly column for his parish 
bulletin. Maher, who resides in West  
Islip, N.Y., with his wife, Barbara,  
retired in 2016 after 37 years at 
Farmingdale State College. He can be 
reached at beamer4116@gmail.com.

the latter, again for the wrong rea-
sons, but during my two years in the 
club the scales were removed from 
my eyes. The surgeon was the club 
moderator, Father Walter J. Heath, 
O.P., a uniquely dynamic preacher 
who needed neither pulpit nor dais 
to make his points, as he was as ef-
fective in returning calm to an all-
too-festive dorm room as he was in 
illuminating a parable in the Aquinas 
Hall chapel. To me, however, he was 
most revealing when he spoke to us 
at the monthly Friars Club meetings. 
While his descriptors differed each 
time, the message was always suc-
cinctly the same: We are all called to 
serve. Initially, I took that to mean 
working for the club at basketball 
games, alumni weekends, or prospec-
tive student tours, but, as his solilo-
quies continued, I realized his words 
had less to do with those assignments 
and all to do with Gospel values.

No longer looking at what glit-
tered, I found myself instead gravi-
tating towards more temporal needs 

and began to understand my not-
so-spectacular skills and abilities 
could still be used to benefit those 
around me. While some situations 
did include aspects of my life which 
I long enjoyed, there were oth-
ers which attracted me to causes I 
would not have selected on my own. 
More often than not, these have 
helped individuals in greatest need.

The most important take I 
gleaned from Father Heath? Being 
called to serve is not an option … it 
is a mandate. His words helped me 
understand whatever talents we have 
are gifts from God, and, like any gift, 
they should be shared. “I could give 
you the nicest blue shirt ever made,” 
he said more than once, “but if you 
never wear it, what good is it? And 
what is that saying to the giver?” 

St. Thomas Aquinas reminds us,  
“I would rather feel compassion than 
know the meaning of it. I would hope to 
act with compassion without thinking of 
personal gain.” We have only to look 
around us to see an ever-growing list 

“Being called to serve is not an option ... 
it is a mandate.  

”
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