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Tuz following Difcourfes are made public,
not fo much from the author’s conviion of
their merit, as to gratify their‘patroqs ; to whofe
improvement they are now affeGtionately dedicat-

ed by their friend, and fervant,

THE AUTHOR.
Amefbury, March 10, 1808.
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JEREMIAH XLIX. 11.

 LEAVE THY FATHERLESS CHILDREN, I WILL
PRESERVE THEM ALIVE.

FEW occafions have occurred fince my acquaint.
ance with you, on which our feelings have fympathized more
than on the prefent. The late providence of God has tenderly inter~
efted us, as neighbours and members of fociety. In thefe characters
we mourn this day. In addition to this we behold in this temple of
God, a large family of orphan children come to implore the protece
tion of him, who is the father of she fatherless—To a benevolent,
fympathetic mind, it is a pleafure to alleviate the forrow and mitigate
the pangs of the aching heart. Every heart of fympathy, like the
good Samaritan, will pour the oil and wine into the wounded bofom
even of a ﬁrangef. How much more inviting to fuch an heart, ‘s
the prefent occafion when we fee a numerous family, in the mof crit-
ical, endangered period of life, bereft of the tendernefs of a mother,
and the prote&ion and guidance of a father—Ye fatherlefs ones, I
will venture to affure you, that this chriftian aflembly tenderly feel
for you, under your great lofs. - The religion of Jefus teaches us this.
The heart which cannot feel another’s woe, has not the temper of
Chrift, who could W.eep over the grave of his friend, Lazérus. His
amiable example, and kind inftrudion invite us to bear each others
burdens, and fo full his law. [ 2

When the ftaff is taken from the aged—how liable to Sfalls—
How do we pity that Pparent. who has no child to fapport his faul.

tering fleps—none to follow him to the grave and drop the filial

tear. More thould we commiferate the youth, becaufe the more en-

dangered, who is left to wander from the path of life without a

guide. - While we deeply feel for fuch, we commend them to that
God who is the guide of our youth, who has tenderly exprefied his
compafiionate regards to the fatherlefs.
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What a fatisfation to believe that God does not affiic willingly,
nor gricve the children of men”!  Such providences, {o affecting, fo
intel‘vel"’cing, fo lafting, and we may fay, fo irreparable to a young,
rifing family, call for all our fympathy ; and in particular for the pa-
ternal care and prote&tion of him, who fays, «leave thy fatherless
children and I will preferve them alive”  'Truly fuch have a place in
every feeling heart, and what is infinitely better, they have a fan&u-
ary in the bofom of God.

To open this fanétuary and thow the mourning orphans the in-
tereft which they have in the kind regards of their heavenly father,
we can turn to his word : in which he has gracioufly expreflfed his
own feelings, and by {pecial precepts, has made it our duty to com-
fort, and do them every kind office in our power. Fatherless is a
comfortlefs, folitary name: and O! what a fanctuary is opened in
revelation for fuch defencelefs characers, who truft in God. Surely
the aids of religion are never more- needed—Surely her confoling
voice is never liftened to, with more attention, nor heard with
more fatisfaction, than by the orphan at the grave of a kind, faithful
parent. Without this divine light, how dark to the weeping orphan
is a father’s grave ¥ Blefled light ! ordained to fhine on the dwell-
ings of forrow—into the abodes of death—kind is thy commiflion,
to wipe the orphan’s tears, and dire@ his eyes and hopes to him who
is the father of the Jatherless

When we confider God as the compaflionate father of thofe
who fear him ; how natural, will the kind affurances of his pro-
tection and care appear ? How adapted to bind up the broken
heart, and inftrué us how to feel and how to condu& towards the
fatherlefs in their difconfolate ftate.  Their fate is defencelefs, as
well as difconfolate. Their earthly protecor, guide, and counfellor,
is taken from them, Such cannot encounter difficulties, fupport
evils, and make their way through life, like a family favoured with a
wife, experienced, prudent head. Hence to opprefs, to injuré, or
even be unpitiful to the fatherlefs, is juftly confidered in feripture,
as an indication of an hard, unfecling heart : and peculiarly offen.
five to their God and Judge,

s
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The divine legiflator of ancient Ifracl, was particularly care.
ful to provide for the protetion of the fatherlefs, under that dif-
penfation.  Thefe defencelefs lambs of the ancient fold of God,
were protefted from rapacious invaders both by civil and religious
fantions.  The unfeeling monfter, who fhould prefume to leap
this hedge of divine proteQion, was fure to meet the frowns of
« Ifrael’s gentle thepherd.” 7% shall not affic any. fatherless childe—
If thou affiiét them in any wise, and they cry unto me, I will bear
their cry, for I execute the judgment of the fatherless. That people
were torbidden, not fimply to opprefs, but were required to exer-
cife benevolence, and perform as of kindnefs and ‘mercy to the
fatherlels. = When thou cuttest down thy harvest in thy field, and hast
Jorgotten a sheaf, thou shalt not go again to fetch it—it shall be Jor
the fatherless.  When thou® beatest thine olive trees, thou shalt not g0
over the boughs again—it shall be for the fatherless.  When thou ga-
therest the grapes. of thy vineyard, thow shalt not glean it over afters
award—it shall be Jor the fatherless. This particularity was defign-
ed, to promote kindnefs, to open the heart to generous a&s, and
to fecure to the poor fatherlefs children a vintage and an harveft,
though proprietors of neither vineyard nor field. Every Ifiaclite,
before he entered the promifed land, was required by divine author-
ity, to take the following oath—Curfed be he thar perverteth the judg-
ment of the fatherlefs—and all the people [ball Jys Amen.  Well did
the unfeeling Hebrew, who fhould violate this oath, deferve to be
curfed, both in his batket and ftore. ‘ ;

Thefe merciful regulations befpeak the kind intentions of the
lawgiver of Ifrael, and proclaim the intere® which the fatherlefs
have in his care and protection.  Neither were thefe laws publifhed,
and left, without regard to their obfervation. God is the Judge of
the fatherlefs, and the guardian of his own laws. No man fhall vio-
late thefe laws of mercy and kindnefs, with final impunity ; for ﬁrong
is the Redeemer of the fatherlefs who will plead their caufe againft
their oppreflors. ;

Fatherlefs children, make. the Lord your truft and hope ; and
though deprived of your defence and counfellor, you fhall have a
father, a judge, and guide above. Into his arms may you fly for
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protection in this enfnaring, injutious world, How would it wound
a tender mother, for an enemy to put forth his hand, and i ’
little one that lieth in her bofom. ' Stronger i the attach N0
tender is the intereft, which the little fatherlefs one has, in €2 Tove
and protection of its heavenly father : and more dreadful is 1is Lificd
hand againft the oppreflor. - He that touches them, by way of
injury, touches the apple of his eye.

How deeply coloured in the eye of God, are fins againft the

“fatherlefs ? Ifaiah, in his firlt chapter, enumeérates the crying fins of

e

“his people s among which is this—They judge not 1he Jatherlefs, neither

doth the caufe of the widoaw come unto’ them. Therefore Jaith the” Tordd,
the Lord of hofls, the mighty One of Ifraely, Ay I <vill eafe me of min> LA

“werfaries, and-avenge me of mine enemiesi  Another prophet, foeak'ibg
Y

of the fins of the fame people, fays, Fn thee bave they veied the father-
lefs—dnd I aill come near you to judgmenty and will be a Jwift avit-

nefs againft thofe who opprefs the fatherlefs; and Jear not me, faith the

Lord.  Thefe paffages, while they exprefs the kind regards of God,
and the provifion which he has made to fecuré the rights of the fath-
erlefs ; at the fame time, open and enforce our duty to fuch defence-
lefs chara@ers.  This tendernefs of God to the fatherlefs is worthy
our {pecial regard and imitation. L ’

Here our fubjeé prefents us with an important branch of chrift

tian duty.  Pure religion and wadefiled before God and the Jather is this—
To vifit the widow and the fatherlefs in their afffiction, and t5 keep bimj;':;lf
unfpotted from the world.  Every injun&ion of God is adapted to per-
fe& us, as men, and chriftians.  'While we exercife and improve the
fympathetic part of our nature, we become more ufeful and more
happy. Hardly can we imagine a greater infelicity of nature, than to
poflefs a cold, unfeeling heart.  Such hearts, like the frozen moun-
tains of the north, produce nothing to comfort and refrefh the weary
pilgrim. The oil and the wine for the bleeding wound, are found
under more indulgent fkies, and in a more favoured {pot—The

cold, felfith heart never can know the exalted, refined pleafure of

binding up the broken heart, and wiﬁing away the orphan’s tears.

We can always advert, with improvement, to the example of
Jefus Chrift, not only as a mediator, but us a man. In him as man,
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. and grace, was pot invulnerable.
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we fue a difplay of every thing tender, amiable, and excellent, both
in feeling and condu&t. - In him asa perfe@ man, we fee that it
is no imperfedtion in man to weep. 'That ‘true friendfhip and fym-
pathy-;vm difpofe us to mingle our tears with thofe of the afflited
and fatherlefs. “When we make the man Jefus, the ftandard of fo-
cial feeling, ‘we fhall find that apathy—indifference to the circum.-
fances of others—an hard, unimpreflible heart are real imperfe&tions
tn'man. Such coarfenefs of foul muft ever debar its pofleflor {rom
an acquaintance ‘with ‘thofe fine feelings of fenfibility, on the exercife
of which the ufefulnefs and happinefs of ‘man, as a focial creature
much depend. "To participate the joys and forrows of others is evi-
dence of a tender impreffible heart. Such an heart had Jefus Chrift,
who being a finlefs man,his 'e\;;gample is the moft perfect difplay, and
the higheft recommendation, of this focial and chriftian fpirit. In
reading the life of Jefus, we often find him with the fick and forrow-
ful, pouring divine confolation into the wounded heart. The evan-
gelical Ifaiah prophefied of him, as one who_fhould carry our forrows
~—bind up the broken heart, and comfort all who mourn. To fee this
prophecy verified, attend him into ‘the little village of Bethany, and
obferve ‘his emotions of heart at the death of his friend, Lazarus.
From.the facred ftory, it appears, that an intimate friendfhip fubfift-
ed between Chrift, and this piousfamily ; which confifted of a bre-
ther and two fifters, all, probably, fingle and in the younger part of
life. And it'is farther probable that they were orphans, perhaps de-
prived of both their parents at an early period of life. Yet under
thefe <complicated difadvantages, at this endan gered, and, too often,
thoughtlefs period of life, ‘they had declined the path of the wicked,
and chofen #hat good part which never fbould be taken from them.
Suchbereaved children then, though endangered, are not loft, 'though
afflicted are not forfaken. Weeping children! fee what will recom-
mend you to-the noticeof Jefus—and make your forrowful dwelling
the place of his refort. “Like them, love your Saviour, and live in
peace, and the -God of peace fhall be with you.

" This little pious family, united by the ftrongeft ties of nature
Sicknefs and death found a way

to this peaceful dwelling. The affetionate brother, who, by his attens
s ;
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tion and care, hid become a father to his pious fifters, was, by a
myfterious providence, taken from them. A ftroke, which; while if
inflited a new wound, made their’former ones bléed afreth. - So dif
trefling was the providence—fo- refpected was this doubly orphan
family, that much people from Jerufalem came to comfort, and weep
with it. . Here was a fcene in which even a Jon of confolation might
impart his whole foul, - How did Jefus condud on this occafion ?
At a diftance from the place, he informed his difciples that their
irlend Lazarus was dead. The difeiples who had, not only embrac-
ed the doé&rines, but imbibed the {pirit of their mafter, faid, /et us go
that we may die awith him. When Jefus came to Bethany, ke found,
the laft folemn offices performed, and the furviving fifters overwhelm-
ed in grief.  They exclain:ed, Zord badf} thu been here our brother.
had not died—Y our friendfhip—your prayers—your intereft withGod,
would have redeemed a brother from death—But even noww; whatever
thou fhalt aft of God, God will give it thee, - Though he fleeps in the
embraces of death, and is even confi gned to the grave, yet thou canft
awaken his flumbers, and make the tomb refign our brother. - Such
confidence had this pious family in Jefus. - He then opened his hea.‘rtl
and lips, and communicated thofe confoling truths which ftand con-
nected with the final deftruction of death, and the power of the grave,
While confeious of his own power, as God, as a man, his heart was
diltreffed for this bereaved family. - So tenderly affe@ed was the
compaflionate Jefus, that the fpe@ators exclaimed, dekokd how be low-
ed bim ! Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind have caufed that
even this man _fbould not have died 2~—What a teftimony to the virtue
and worth of Lazarus, were the tears of thofe who knew him ? Com-
fortable indeed to weeping relatives, is fuch a public teftimony.

Vhen Jefus therefore faww Mary aweeping, and the Jews alfo aweep-
ingy which came awith her, he groaned in Jpirit and aas troubled ; and fuid
where have ye leid him 2 They Jay unto him, Lord, come and fee.  Jefus
ewept. Benevolent Jefus | haft thou not taught us, that we may weep
over the fallen counfellor and guide of the orphan 2—That we may
refort to his grave, and drop our tears over departed worth,? 'Yes,
though we cannot, like thee, make the grave give up her dead, vet,
kke thee, we can drop a tearover a' friend. ! '

Y

~—

rUltoy
“Wever did Jefus appear; more é.'rhiabIé as man, more majeftic as
God. * His example has tatight us, that tears are not inconfiftent with
piety—-év@itil the moft i)é_rftf& fubiniﬁ'xpn' to ‘the divine Wi'll : and that
there are occafions; when nofhing but an ‘hard, unfeéling‘ hca‘vr’t,r :will_
prévent their flow, 4 : it il
' Contemplate Jefus in another'affeding fituation.  As he jour-
neyed, he met a funeral proceflion at the 'ga-te qf a certain city! A
young man had fallen; in the bloomof life. The facred hiftorian re-
lates the circumftancesin a very moving manner, and by two ftrokes
prefents us with'a finifhed pi&uge vofrfbrrow. He informs us that this
young man’'was the only fon of his mother : and probably her only
child.; * This circumftance was fufficient to intereft every heart in her
fupport.  Had her only fon. been taken from her in infancy, thé
firoke, though fevere, would not have been fo infupportable. The
tender ties which bind the hearts of ‘parents to their children, had
acquired their full ‘ftrength. ~Fondly had the guarded this tender
bud, until it opened in a full:blown flower, and was now matur-
ing into fruit.—In the firk flages of manhood, promifing and re:
dpected, he was ‘cut down as a flower and withered,  We faid
refpedted, becanfe it-is’ {aid, m‘ucb people of the city awere with the
bereaved mother. Thefe were not the only circumftances adapt-
ed to affeét the heart.  We are further informed, that this bereaved
mother was a widow.” 'This was her only prop, on which fhe had
fondly leaned,and confoled herfelf that he would comfort and fupport
her widowed, declining years. But, alas | when advagced in life—
when encreaﬁﬁg years rendered this fupport doubly neceffary, it was
removed. What a picture of grief, might a mafter draw from thefe
ftrokes of the facred hiftorian ? Well might he add-—awvhen Jofus fazw
“hery he bad compaffion on her, and faid, woman weep not. It was: con-
fiftent, in this inftance alfo, with his gracious defign as a Saviour, to
exhibit his divinity in reftoring this only fon to his weeping mother.
In thele inftances there was a combination of afliGive cirgum{tanccs, .
which interefted the fympathy of Jefus in an extraordinary manner.
Thefe expreflions of human and divine aid in circumfances of pecul-
" far afflition, teach us to proportion out fenfibility to the peculiarities
of the bereaved. - Neither reli gion nor impartiality require from us,



t 127

the fame degrees of fympathy- under. every. providential difpenfation
towards others, or even ourfelves. _Some providences, more than
others, affe& both the temporal and {piritual, interefts: of 2 family,
fociety, or community. The death of an only: fon, an only parent,
the protector and guide of a rifing family, may be attended with cone
fequences to them as lafling as time, as durable: as-eternity.  The
fouls and bodies of children are committed,. in. an. important fenfe, to
parents. And the parents; if judicious and faithful, are ineflimably
important to thgir tender charge. ‘Truly, when the dying mother
has confided this tender charge t the care and prote&ion of the fura
viving father, his life becomes doubly important; and his. death, in
the midft of his ufefulnefs—in the midft of their wants and dangers—
is doubly diftrefling. 'The eye. of pity will find no {pe&tacle more
tender, no obje&; over which it can drop.its tears with more fincera
and heart-felt forrow, than the little orphan group:i and the eye of
religion will fee their dwelling furrounded, like Elijah, with angels
ready to defend and avenge every injury. What {pedres of fury

muft haunt his bofom, who bas perverted the Judgment. of the fatherlefs ¢

And how fupporting in the evil day to fay, with an ancient fufferer,
If 1 havve wvithheld ihe poor Srom his defive, or caufed: the eyes of the widows
to fail, or have eaten my marfel myfelf alone, andthe fatherlefs havenst caten
thereof.  If I have feen any perifb without claathing, or any poor without.
covering—if his loins have not bleffed me—if he awere not warmed. with the
Secee of my foecp—if I have lifted up my hand againft the fatherlefs, when
1 faw my help in the gate, then ket my arm Jall from my fbouldes-blade. and
my arm be broken from the bone. - What a noble appeal is this, founded
on his juftice and mercy to the peor, the widow and fatherlefs ? May
we all practife thefe amiable and, chriftian virtues, that in the clofing
fcene of life, we may enjoy peace of confcience, the blefling of the
fatherlefs, and the approbation of -God.

REFLECTIONS.

1. How adapted, is the bible to the ftate of man i this world ?
How worthy of grateful notice, are its reprefentations of the divine
care and protedion over finful, miferable man? How fupporting
are its kind aflurances of God’s gracious regards to the forrowful

'}‘!- -
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and-bereaved-? As the. fkilful phyfician in the chamber of ficknefy;
adapts his remedies to the nature and violence of the difeafe, fo this
divine book, in the pious dwellings of forrow, has a balm for every
-wound, and. cordials fuited to every.aching heart. Here the widow
finds a judge, and the orphan a father. - Man -appears -no longer
without €od-and.without hope. . No longer does he appear the folitary
pilgrim, bearing his heavy burden alone, ‘tmvgllin,gi in darknefs and
{orrow down to the abodes of everlafting night. No, blefled God !
thou art with him, even when be walks through the valley of the fbadow
of death ; and thou wilt bring him to drink of the river of ithy pleafures.
O man! highly favoured ‘of God; he has put into your hand,
while in this wildernefs, a remedy for the bite of the ferpent—for the
fting of death. Blefled book ! ez iy dodirine drop as the rain, and thy
Jpeech diftill ax the deww, to revive our fainting hearts in the evil day.
How fecurely may the chriftian believer ftand on this foundation
which God hath laid in Zion ! This ground, is like the ftable rock,
in the midft of the ocean, which rifes above the tumultuous, dafhing
billows. They break againft it, with noife and confufion, but cannot
moveit: they may for 2 moment rife above it ; but it ftands for ages,
unmoved in the midft of that unftable, rolling element.

2. Since God has opened fuch a fan@uary for the pious orphan
and fatherlefs in his word ; enter ye children of forrow, and make the
Lord your trufl. His rod, while it corre@s, will defend thofe who
confide in him. His faithfulnefs ftands engaged to prote&@ you——
not in forgetfulne(s of your Creator—not in the follies and vanities
of youth, but in the love and fear of your God. Should you forget
the inftruétions of a father,—fhould you enter into the path of the wick
ed ; and go in company with evil men—ihould you forfake the orphan’s
God and guide—fet at naught his counfels and chufe none of his re-
proofs, it will not—it cannot be well with you, neither fball ye prolong
Jour days upon the carth. In the name of GOD—before his facred
altar—we charge you, the children of our efteemed and refpected
friend, who has fo often wou fhi pped with us in this fan@uary, we muft’
charge you, and could a departed parent add his voice to mine, he
would charge you, to remember your Creator in the days of your
youth.  "That refpe@ which we had for the father is now converted

«
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into tendernefs towards his beloved children. I would bring them
to Jefus, that he might put his hands upon them, and blefs them.
Shepherd of Irael ! gather thefe lambs in thine arms—carry them in' thy
bofom—XKeep them from the evil. ~Suffer them not to ftray from thy
fold. But guide them by thy counfel—early fecure them by thy

grace, from the evils which are in the world, and at laft bring them -

to thine heavenly fold, through Jefus Chrift——AMEN.

4
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SERMON 1I.

ROMANS XIV. 7.

FOR NONE OF US LIVETH UNTO HIMSELF, AND N6
: MAN DIETH UNTO HIMSELF.

MAN is fo placed in fociety—i{o conneéted by his {o-
cial nature, with others about him, that he influences them, and is
himfelf, the fubje¢ of a fimilar influence. =No man lives without be-
ing, inbfome degree, influenced in his opinions, feelings and conduc
by thoie around him.
ous man, who poflefles talents and prudence, becomes ufeful to oth-’

This nature being common to all, the virtu-

ers, in proportion to the circle in which he moves. When he is feen,
walking uprightly, in the fear of God—performing confciencioufly
the important duties of religion—/iving foberly, righteoufly and godly
in the world, ke lives not unto himfelf ; others, in fome degree, are
influenced and improved by his condu&.  On the other hand, with
what deftrucive weight, does the influence of a vicious man fall on
thofe around him, particularly when this influence is the effe& of fii-
perior talents ? Like the plague, he corrupts the very air he breathes,
and fpreads death all around him.  Still like the plague, when he
dxes, he leaves the earth polluted with infection, which may poifon
and deﬁ:roy when he is in his grave. Thus Ahab, king of Ifrael, by
his idolatrous practices, made, and made, and made that peoyle to {in,
generations after his death. Man is fo confituted as to feel a con-
trouling influence from the example of others, on his own life, -
Hence a good man, not only daes good to himfelf, but benefits oth-
ers, by his examplary life. ~ On this principle, Chrift faid to his dif-
ciples, 2e are the falt of the earth. A figure highly fignificant and
expreflive. The preferving, purifying qualities of falt are well known.
Purity of life and principle, like this falutary fubftance, tends direct-
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1y to preferve the world from corruption. From this impreffible
property of human nature, it lecomes highly important, what focie-
ty we frequent, with what company we mingle. Their influence,
though imperceptible, is certain and great. He that walketh with wife
men_foall b wife but the companion of feols fball be defiroyed.  Enter
not into the path of the wicked, and go nst in the way of evil men. Wicks
ed men do ‘n'bt live unto themfelves, nor d'e unto themfelves. They
influence and fupport. each otherin finful pradices; and learn each
other to die obdurate and unapprehenfive. When they fee 2 leader—
a companion, who has encouraged and fupported them in fin—lan-
gulh and die without repentance, or remcrfe, in their turn, they
prefiime to plunge into eternity “with as littl¢ confideration and fear.
How=ermouraging to 'the wicked, when one who has run foremoft in
the evil race, comes undaunted to the dreadful, perilous precipice,
and without difmay, leaps the awful bound ? Few indeed have ‘been
able thus to die. " :

Thefe remarks may ferve to illuftrate the general principle on
which the text depends—That every man is fufceptible of impreffions
from thofe about him.  For nonz of us hiveth unto bimfelf, and no man
dictly unto himfelf. 'The following verfe will fhow us, that the Apoftle
applied thefe words to good men in particular. For avhether we live,
ave Hive unto the Lord, and whether we die, we die unto the Lord : whether,
therefore, nve live or die, we are the Lord’s.  In+the foregoing verfes,

. the defign of the Apoftle is, to urge on all chriftians the duty of hav-

ing a regard in gl their condué, to the edification and improvement
of their brethren. To illuftrate this, he, in the courfe of his inftruc-
tions, adverts to Jefus Chrift, who both died and rofe again for the in-
tereft and ‘happinefs of others. Happy that chriftian who, like his
divine mafter, lives not unto himfelf, but adminifters to the impro\ve-
ment of his brethren and the happinefs of the world.—~This paflage
ieads us to obferve,

I. 'That good men are ufefuil ito others in their lives :

II. By their death others {uffer—They die not unto ‘themfelves.

I. Lt us notice a prudent, judicious, upright man, at‘the head

of a family, and we thall find that he fives not unto himfelf; in this im
‘portant ftuation. Here, indeed,he cannot llive unto himfelf ; others
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will be greatly benefited by him. ~ No man of obfervation is infenfi-
ble, how much children and youth are.influenced by the condué of
parents. . From them they learn to fpeak and a@. In this little ten-
der, impreflible circle, every parent does more good or hurt, than he
is capable of doing in any other place. Becaule there is no place,
where his influence is fo complete and controuling, and where all his
words and adions fall under the obfervation of children. When
abroad, every man has fome difguife over his a&ions, fome guaid on
his tongue. Bqt none at home.  Here the whole weight of his ex-
‘ampler is felt.  And a parent’s example is not a tranfient, but cop-
tinued impreffion. The feal is ftrongly and conftantly imprefled on
the foft, yielding wax. The image muft, therefore, be both obvious
and lafting.  Does a parent fear God, and refpec his commands ?
In his own houfe the convidion is the ftrongeft, the impreflion the
deepeft. If he does not, his children will be the firft to obferve and
feel the want of principle and condué&t. How great is the advantage
to children to fee, from their earlieft days, the prudence, integrity
and virtue of a parent ? The fcholar, who always has before him a
corred copy is under a peculiar advantage for improvement, Such

.a parent, not only advances the temporal intereft of his children, but

his example tends to form their mind to thofe fober, fleady habits,
on which their ufefulnefs and refpe@ability depend. To a young,
rifing family, how important the counfel and guidance of a prudent,
judicious father ! God has therefore fubjected children to their par-
ents, through the moft tender, impreffible period of life. This period
“bears a very large proportion te the whole of their exiftence in this
world. No other animal has fo long 2 period of pupilage and par-
ental difcipline as man. And the wifdom of God is the moft evi-

_dent, in fo conftituting the human mind, as to receive the' moft vivid
_impreflions thro’ fuch a part of life. For years, the tender, throbbing,

impreflible bofom, is open to receive parental impreffions. On thefe
flethy tables, the parent may infcribe leflons of prudence, fobriety, .
and confideration. = Surround a father with fuch tender objeéts, om

which every word and acion leaves an impreflion, and how impor- "

tant and ufeful is a judicious parent to children, who are defli-
tute of knowledge and experience ! Children come into life, helplefs,
: . :
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even to a proverb ; and the arms which firft embrace them, muft, for
" years, fupport and defend them. By their attentions, the prudemnt
parent gains a neceflary and ufeful afcendency over his tender charge,
which gives him an influence, he can have in no other circle, What
advantages do thofe children enjoy, who are favoured with a ‘faith-
ful, tender father, who loves his family, and makes it his home; by
day and night ; and who is able to inftrut the liftening ear, and
guide the wandering fteps in the path of duty ! How great to chil-
dren is the lofs of fuch a parent'! But a father, who is imprudent
and vicious, when in his family, and who can leave this domelti¢: par-
adife, to {pend his evening, and even his midnight hours, at a'drink-
ing, or gaming houfe—fuch a father—what fhall we fay >—Is he a
blefling to his children? Ishe not rather a curfe?” And a curfe which
reaches farther than to the bafket and ftore? Did the curfe reft only
here, it would be comparatively light 5 but it diftils into the. heart—
_into the very fouls of children. Isthere not evil enough in the heart
-of children, without having more infufed by the example of a pro-
fane, intemperate, vicious father ? Are not children enough difpofed
to chufe the broad way, without having a_father to walk in it before
them ? Wil not the evil feed {pring, without being watered with a
father’s hand ?

But who can undertake to remonftrate with ficcefs ‘againft a
father’s example ? Who is able to turn fuch a torrent, or prevent it
from fweeping away the tender unrooted plant? If fuch be the
ftrength of a father’s example, how happy for children, when it en-
forces fobriety and religion, Such a father lives not unto hunfelf
he effentially benefits his family.

2. Letus enlarge our view,and contemplate this prudent father,
s a member of fociety.  Let it be obferved, that a man to be ufe-

‘ful, muft poffe(s fomething befide intelletual ability. He muft pof-

{efs benevolence, prudence, and fidelity. View fuch a man in focxety,
he is the friend of public order, and religious worfhip. = In almoft

every place, thefe defirable things depend on a fevg—-—Thefe few muft

ftep forward and take the lead ; and by their example encourage oth-
ers. A man who has ability to tranfa& the c’orig::fns of a ‘town or
fociety 5 and not only does this, but adds his example for the fup-
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port-of civil and religions order, he is indeed a bleffing to foc‘iety‘;,
and his death will belamented by every friend of virtue. Such men

in fociety, are like pillars in ‘abuilding, on which the weight princi-

pally depends. Ability and readinefs to do good, are not found in

every man. When they are united, the happy fubjeét, not only bene-

ﬁts(himfelf, and family, but.a whole fociety—a whole town—a whole
count_r&. : The death of fuch aman will be felt a lofs by every

man who is a friend to religion, or his country. Mankind will not
drop their tears over a worthlefs charater when he dies; they will
veferve them, to lament one who has done good, not to himfelf, but
the world. ~ Why did the Hebrew nation mourn the death of
Mofes thirty days in the plains of Moab ? Becaufe he had been their
,g\iidé, counfellor and father. He had not lived unto himfelf, but
unto a nation, - Why did our nation, of late, publicly 'lament one
man ? Becaufe he had done much good. = 'We gratefully acknow-
ledged him, under God, the author of our civil liberty and public
happiniefs. - Buta man who is felfith—who lives to himfelf~—benefits
neither fociety nor his country, is never lamented in death—No man
drops a tear and fays, Alas! we have loft a friend—fociety a father
—ithe town a guide. When men who have lived unto themfelves die,
we hear nothing like this.

Let me inquire, 2 moment, what calls tears from fociety in
death. Truly a man muft poffefs abilities, but benevolence, integri-
ty and fidelity are qualities which endear a man to fociety. He muft
be a friend to the intereft and happinefs of others. He muft be a
friend to ¢ivil and religious order. Thefe he encourages and fup-
ports by his ability and example. His fabbaths will not be mere
days of idlenefs.
houfe of God : and his example is an encouragement to them, who -

Great will be his fatisfaction in 'roing up to the

" love the ways of Zion. Such examples are of inconceivable impor-

tance in fociety, Many are influenced by them, others checked and
reftrained from open impiety.  In this way, he contributes, not on-
ly to the priritual improvement of others, but to civil order and hap-
pinefs. Why have the wifeft men, in every age, enacted laws for

the fupport of public worfhip ? Becaule it contributes, effentially, to
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the order and happinefs 'of a . community. > Theé -man who pays' no
attention to public worfhip, is a bad citizen. His example is deftrucs
tive to liberty, becaufe it tends to proftrate the morals and religion
of fociety. © Tt will ever be true, that righteoufnefs exalteth a nation—
anilthat fin is the veproach, and will be the dsftrucion of a people.
Happy is that fociety, which has in her bofom, many righteous
e, 'who are informed, rational and waiform in their condudt's who
do not with to enjoy the advantages of fociety without attending' to
her intereft. The man who is unftable in his condu&, variable in his
feelings, can add nothing to the iatereft of fociety, any more than

the rolling ftone, to the frength of a building.  Stability is effential

to render a man ufeful in fociety. Let him poffefs every ability, yet
if he is turned by every breath, no one purpofe ‘will be ‘profecuted
and matured into effed. = 'The man who is conftantly changing his
fecular buﬁnefs’——going from one occupation to another, commonly
fails in all.  So the man who'is changing from one religion to an-
other, commonly ‘dies a bankrupt in all. In fome men there is, what
may be called, a conftitutional inftability—a vibration of mind from
object to objed, from one opinion to another without end. This ver-
fatility of characer, defies all calculation and leaves us without
ground to conjecture where and what the man will be to-morrow.
No degree of intellet can compenfate for this defe@. The regulari-
ty of the magnetic needle, gives it allits ufe and importance. Def
troy this property, and let it vibrate from one part of heaven to an.
other, and the mariner is left without 4 guide in a tracklefs ocean.
His compals would be of no ufe, unlefs it fhould point tomorrow as
it does today. The fun becomes extenfively ufeful by his regularity.
Day and ni zht, fummer and winter, feed time and harveft, take
place in a regular order. Suppofe thefe {hould become uncertain 5
fubje& to no calculation or forefight——or fuppofe the fun fhould fly
through the heavens in lawlefs, contrary direcions, how miferable
would creation be' ! His light and heat would be of little ufe, with-

.- out regularity. Equally neceffary is ftability to a man’s ufefulnefs
in fociety.

The Apoftle has remarked, that a double-minded man is
 unflable in all his fway.r.\
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Let us maturely confider the importance of integrity, juftice,
and wveracity in fociety; and we fhall difcern that the poffeflor of thefe
éﬁbntial, virtues lives not unto himfelf. . Take away truth, juftice, and
integrity, from the beft underfianding, and it is worthlefs—more, it
is pernicious, Tell me, what conftitates the nature and gives fuccefs
to.our grand enemy 2 Angelig capacities, without the above virtues,
He has been g liar from the: beginning. » What miferies, will not cors
ruption of heart, conneéted 'with fuperior talents produce ? Seea ru=
ined world—fee man the foe of man—fee his bloody deeds in the
ﬂaughmed field—hear the expiring groans—who firft fowed thefe
evil feeds in the human heart ? - They fprang from fuperior intelli-
gence, deftitute of virtue: . Inveft a human creature with extenfive
power and influence, and then take from him, juftice and veracity,
‘and you convert him into an agent of deftrudtion. ~ Image a ruler
without thefe virtues, and wretched indeed, would be that commun-
bity. Let every man become falfe and unfaithful, and fociety would
become as dreadful, asa den of lions. . The folitary cave would be
the only place of fafety. = No man ccould be confided in, or depend-
ed on. How dreadful fuch a ftate ! Even cne faithful man in foci-
ety is important. Becaufe experience has taught the man acquainted
with the world, to atk—a faithful man, who can find ? A queftion
implying the fcarcity of faithful men. Almoft every evil in fociety
may be traced to.unfaithfulnefs in her members. How many may
fuffer, in their property and reputation, through the unfaithfulnefs of
one man! When a man’s word, and engagements are no longer re-
garded and fulfilled, the evil is extenfive. How common for fociety
to fuffer, materially, by the want of punctuality and faithfulnefs, in
one who condués her concerns ! Faithfulnefs to a man’s tr};ﬁ, is ef
fential to the order and happinefs of that body of which he is 2 mem-
ber. Place a man in public life—let the intereft of a town—a com-
munity be confided to his care, and how important, that he be an
honeft, faithful man! Such men /ive not unto themfelves, others are

greatly benefitted both by his conduét and example. But we muft
fhow :
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1. - 'That ‘they 'd6 not die’ to themfelves. ‘The fiore goodnefs,
integrity and fidelity-are found in a'fociety, the more  happy ‘is that
body. 'Men of fobriety and prudence, are public bleflings. * Liet the
whole of fociety become diffolute, intemperate, profane, and unfaith
ful, and we have a hell on carth. "All the’ ftability of ¢ivil governs
ment—all the happinefs of focial life fpring from men of integrity,
benevolence and religion. - And when ‘they ‘die, they die not to them-
[ilves—the-world is poorer.  Lefs orderly,-confequently lefs happy.
Such men are lights in ‘the world ; ‘when they go out; the darknefs is
'greater.. Such men' die not unts themfelves, as to religion. - Religious
fociety fuffers.. The numbers who fupport and encourage religioh is
dimintthed. - When'" merciful ‘men and faithfil men are taken away, it
fhould be laid ‘to heart.” The friend of religion will mourn, when
fuch are removed—His hands are weakened—his heart is difcourag-
ed. He is ready to cry with the prophet, Help Lord, for the righteous
ceafethy and the faithful fail from among the children of men't

" Confider this faithful, upright man, in the character of a father,
and he is fo far from dying unto himfelf; that his rifing family feems to
‘die with him.  Like a theaf of grain, when the band is burft, fo are
they fcattered and often loft.” Oh! what a lofs is the death of fuch a
parent to a young family ! - 'We mean not wholly, as to worldly
things, but what is infinitely more important, their morals and relig-
~ion. (Tolofe a faithful guide, a wife, prudent counfellor, a fteady
friend, in the very period when he is the moft needed, is a calamity
not to be comprehended at prefent; but to be learned and deplored
in every future day of life.  In the eye of experience and obferva-
tion, what a gloom hangs over the dwelling of young, fatherlefs
children ! May that God, who is the father of the fatherlefs, be
gracious unto them !

o
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My Frienps oF THIS SOCIETY,

You feel and exprefs your lofs in the late death of our friend.
His death is a lofs to this Society : He was a friend to its order
and happinefs : He conftantly met with you, in this place of wor-
thip. But his feat will know him no more. Inheriting good natural
abilities, by conftant attention to every mean of improvement, he:
had acquired a good degree of that kind of knowledge; which ren-
dered him ufeful in this town and fociety. His deathisa call to the
fathers of this town, to fidelity. Remember, that you, like your
friend and affociate in official duty, will foon be called to give an
account of your ftewardfhip. He has left you an example of dili~
gence and fidelity, in every public office which he fuftained.

Early was he imprefled with the danger of his difeafe ; and re-
linquifhed, with fubmiffion, the hopes of life, long before his friends
could fuppofe him greatly endangered. In his ficknefs, he was
calm and thoughtful ; feeling religion to be.of the laft importance to
his own foul, and death the moft folemn and' interefting event.
Often did he exprefs his full perfuafion of the truth of the gofpel, and
its importance to a dying man. On this foundation, he profefledly
refted all his hopes.  Imprefled with the finfulnefs of the heart, he
exprefled a full conviction of the neceflity of being bern again to fee
the kingdom of God. Many of you have been witnefles of his fatisface
tion in the vifits and prayers of his chriftian friends.

MenN axp Faruers,

How fhort is our day of ufefulnefs! Soon will the fhades
of the evening come on, and the labourers be called in! Letus -
be a&ive and faithful until death, and we fhall have 4 crown of
lifesiosnnsn e AMEN,
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