


To the Honorable, the General Assembly of the State of Rhode-Island and Prov
idence Plantations.

WHEREAS, the existence of Slavery and the Slave Trade, in the District of Columbia, is a 
gross violation of the inalienable rights of men; and

Whereas, the Convention of this State, which ratified the Constitution of the United States, did 
declare that a traffic tending to establish or continue the Slavery of any part of the human species, 
was disgraceful to the cause of liberty and humanity; and,

Whereas, our Declaration of Independence, has established as self-evident truths, the right of 
all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and that governments were instituted to 
secure these rights; and,

Whereas, Congress have power to exercise exclusive jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever over 
said District;

The undersigned, citizens of the State of Rhode Island, would therefore respectfully pray, that 
your Honors would request the Senators and Representatives of this State, in the Congress of the 
United States, to use their utmost exertions to obtain the passage of a law or laws, abolishing slavery 
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To the Honorable, the General Assembly of the State of Rhode-Island and Prov
idence Plantations.

WHEREAS, the existence of Slavery and the Slave Trade, in the District of Columbia, is a 

gross violation of the inalienable rights of men; and
   Whereas, the Convention of this State, which ratified the Constitution of the United States, did 
declare that a traffic tending to establish or continue the Slavery of any part of the human species, 
was disgraceful to the cause of liberty and humanity; and,

Whereas, our Declaration of Independence, has established as self-evident truths, the right of 
all men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; and that governments were instituted to 

secure these rights; and,
Whereas, Congress have power to exercise exclusive jurisdiction in all cases whatsoever over 

said District;
The undersigned, citizens of the State of Rhode Island, would therefore respectfully pray, that 

your Honors would request the Senators and Representatives of this State, in the Congress of the 
United States, to use their utmost exertions, to obtain the passage of a law or laws, abolishing 
Slavery and the Slave Trade in said District. January 2, 1837.
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