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Commemorative Ceremony

a t  P r o v i d e n c e  C o l l e g e



The rifleman fights without prom ise o f  either reward 
or r e lie f B ehind every river there's  another h ill - and 
behind that hill, another river. After weeks or months in the 
line only a wound can offer him the com fort o f  safety, 
shelter, and a bed.

Those who are left to fight, fig h t on, evading death 
but knowing that with each day o f  evasion they 
have exhausted one more chance fo r  survival. Sooner or 
later, unless victory com es this chase must end on the litter 
or in the grave.

- G e n e r a l  O m a r  B r a d l e y



History of the
Army Specialized Training Program 
at Providence College

by R o b er t L. D ea sy  

A sso c ia te  P ro fessor  o f  H is tory

Thinking that the w ar m ight last from  five to ten years, a problem  arose 
as to w hat type o f professionals, e.g. law yers, doctors, dentists, etc., 
w ould be available w hen peace returned. W ith this in m ind Secretary 
o f  the N avy Frank K nox, Secretary o f  W ar H enry S tim son and 
M ilitary C h ief o f  S taff G eneral G eorge M arshall w ith the approval o f 
P resident F ranklin  D. R oosevelt envisioned the “best and the 
brigh test” soldiers be given the opportunity  to receive  college-level 
training. On D ecem ber 18, 1942 the A rm y Specialized  Training 
Program  w as approved, and soldiers under the age o f  22 (the draft had 
already been low ered to 18) w ere chosen to continue m ilitary  training 
at various institutions o f h igher learning around the country . A ll told, 
over 122 colleges participated in this p rogram - i nclud ing  Providence 
College.

In July 1943, M ajor H ow ard Sm ith w as assigned to lead the 
contingent here on cam pus. W ith the cooperation  o f  Rev. B ernard A. 
M cLaughlin in N ew  York, and Rev. John J. D illon, O .P ., P resident o f  
the college- t ogether w ith the cooperation o f  the R hode Island 
Congressional delegation and G overnor J. H ow ard M cG rath  (C lass o f 
'2 7), plans had already been laid and the first soldiers began appearing 
in A ugust o f that year.



M ost o f the soldiers w ere billeted in A quinas H all (five to a room ), 
w hile others stayed in G uzm an Hall. They took their classes in 
H arkins H a ll, drilled on the H endricken Field baseball/football field, 
and exercised either in the gym  at H arkins or at the training field which 
is now  Slavin C en ter and A lum ni H all.

The program  was hugely  successful as the faculty w orked constantly 
to update the curriculum ; the neighbors, and indeed, the w hole city o f 
Providence began a love affair w ith its “citizen soldiers.” The 
A .S .T.Pers them selves seem ed to enjoy their new  environm ent. The 
first class o f  20 graduated  on January 2 8 , 1944 with all due pom p and 
cerem ony, and the program  appeared to be in full bloom . That was 
until a m em o w as issued by Brigadier G eneral Thom as E. Trolan d, 
C om m ander A rm y Service Forces, w hich was sent from  Boston, 
M assachusetts dated February 19, 1944. It read in part, “The tim e has 
com e for the m ajority  o f  you to be assigned to o ther active du ty .” It 

w ent on to say, “ Y our intelligence, training, and high quality o f  
leadership are expected  to raise the com bat efficiency o f  those units.”

The conclusion  w as obvious as the invasion o f  Europe was fast 
approaching  and thousands o f com bat-trained soldiers w ere vitally 
necessary . T he program  was shut dow n, and after a going aw ay party 
hosted by the college on M arch 19, 1944, the over 500 A .S .T .Pers 
w ould m arch dow ntow n to the old U nion Station. They shipped out 
to an uncertain  fu tu re ...and the rest is history.



C om m em orative P rogram

M a ster  o f  C erem onies

Invocation

Lt. C o lonel R andy  G o lo n k a  
C h a irm an , M ilita ry  S c ience  D ep ar tm en t

Rev. G eo rg e  L. C o ch ran , O .P. 
A ssoc ia te  P ro fe sso r  o f  H u m an it ie s

G reetings f r o m  the C o llege         Rev. Philip  A. S m ith , O .P .
P residen t o f  P ro v id en ce  C o llege

P resen ta tion  o f  C olors P ro v id en ce  C o llege  C o lo r  G u ard

N a tio n a l A n th em 88th  A rm y  B and  o f  the  
R h o d e  Is land  N ationa l G u ard

W elcome G eo rg e  F isher
C o-cha ir , A S T P  C o m m e m o ra t iv e  D ed ica tion

A ddress

L eo  W urtze l
C o-cha ir , A S T P  C o m m e m o ra t iv e  D ed ica tion

T h e  H o n o rab le  Jo sep h  R. W e isb e rg e r  
C h ie f  Jus tice , R I S u p re m e  C ourt

U nveiling  o f  C o m m em o ra tive  
P laque

Taps
P rov idence  C o llege  A lm a  M a te r

Benediction

Lunch will be served  fo llow ing  the conc lu s io n  o f  the p rog ram .

Follow ing lunch, p lease  jo in  us fo r  a gu ided  tou r to P h illips  M em oria l  
L ibrary, w here  P ro fesso r  R obert  D easy  will p ro v id e  de ta ils  on  the  A S T P  
exhibition curren tly  on d isp lay  there.



Sponsors

John A ustin, T acom a, W A  

A lvin  B linder, T orrance, CA  

Dr. C ory C ookingham , Flint, M I 

Paul C rossan, N ew tow n Square, PA  

Leon D avidow , W est Palm  Beach, FL  

Dr. A lvin D u b erste in, E lkland, PA 

M alcolm  E kstrand, W arw ick, R I 

G eorge Fisher, Palm  Beach, FL  

C harles Fretw ell, R adford, V A  

A rth u r Friedm an, G urnee, IL 

R euben F riedm an, Silver Spring, M D  

V ernon F utterm an, W est O range, NJ 

A rth u r G insberg, N ew  Y ork, NY 

Stanley H ey m an , B oca R aton, FL  

E d w ard  B. H auck, L ancaster, PA 

N ed H erzog, N ew  H aven, C T 

H alver K aufm an, B altim ore, M D  

Jack  K eefe, A llentow n, PA 

H arold  K eith, W estbrook, C T  

R obert K lesges, L a  C resenta, CA  

A lphonse Kn eepkins, K im berly, W I 

Jack  K olm an , B rooklyn, N Y  

Dr. R obert L ippin, Brooklyn, NY 

Joseph Lurie, M ilw aukee, W I 

E d w ard  L ynch, W est N yack, NY 

Dr. R o b ert L. M adson, G reen Bay, W I



David Mendelson, No. Palm Beach, FL 

John Nemes, San Francisco, CA 

Eugene O ’Brien, Glendale, CA 

James G. O ’Brien, Wauwatosa, W I 

Robert Raful, Santa Rosa, CA 

Rod Reardon, Savannah, GA 

William A. Reichenbach, South River, NJ 

William Richards, Jr., Columbia, MD 

Thomas Riner, Richmond, VA 

Julius Roth, Bayside, NY 

Therese Roy, North Providence, RI, 

Friend of Donald Slenker 

Joseph Ruzina, N. Huntington, PA 

John Sebesta, Carbondale, CO 

Mal Shar, Eatonville, NJ 

Norman Slenker, Hilton Head, NC, 

Brother of Donald Slenker 

Dr. Jack Sneesby, Brookfield, W I 

Robert J. Staffeld, Mountain Home, A K 

Dr. Edison K. Strong, Palmyra, TN 

Edward Suding, Franklin, IN 

Raymond Taylor, Miami, FL 

Lawrence Treff, Boynton Beach, FL 

Herman Vaden, Danville, VA 

Leo A. Wurtzel, Palm Beach, FL
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