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Priest Opposes 

AST Curtailment
C u rtailm ent of the A rm y Spe-

cialized T ra in in g  P rog ram  "m ig h t 
s eriously handicap the Allied cause 
in th is co n flic t,"  R ev. C harles H . 
M cK enna, O . P ., p rofessor of po-
litica l scien ce a t  Providence Col-
le g e  to ld  the C o lle g e s  f irs t  class of 
A ST P  stu d en t soldiers a t g rad u ation
exercises yesterd ay a ftern o o n .

"R e cen tly  th is program  has been
under severe c r itic ism ," he told a 
m ixed audience of m ilitary  and ci-
vilians. " I t  is contended th a t if 
the num bers now in the A rm y Spe­
cialized T ra in in g  P rog ram  w ere re­

m oved from  the colleges and 
placed in a m ore activ e m ilitary  
service it would not be n ecessary
to d ra ft the fa th e rs  of the n ation .
I t  is very tru e th a t the fa th e r  is 
essential to the p reser vation of the 
home, and the hom e is the nucleus 
of the A m erican  fo rm of society .
E veryone ad m its th a t it is p re fer­
able not to have to induct fa th ers  
into m ilitary  serv ice fo r even a 
short tim e. B ut since we are con­
fronted w ith an existing  fact, we 
m ust deal w ith the rea lity ; the 
Army Specialized P rog ram  is not 
in any way responsible for th e
fa th e r  d ra ft."

"A  few  m inutes of calm  delib-
eration ," he continued, "rev eals the  
accu racy  of th is s ta tem en t. The 
t o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m  i s

approximately 140,000. T his is 
equal in round figures, to the n um- 
ber called to the service by the 
draft each m onth. Consequently, 
cancellation of the A S T P  would do 
no more than delay the d ra ft of 
fathers for about one m onth ."


