Priest Opposes }
- AST Curtailment

i Curtailment of the Army Spe-
cialized Training Program “mig
seriously handicap the Allied ca.u?:
in this conflict,” Rev. Charles #I.
McKenna, O. P., professor of po-
litical science at Providence gg'k
lege, told the Collegd™s Hrst class of
D Student soldiers at graduation
exercises yesterday afternoon. E

“Recently this program has been
under severe criticism,” he told a
;mixed audience of military and ci-
vilians. “It is contended that if
the numbers now in the Army Spe-
cialized Training Program were re-
imoved from the colleges and
‘placed in a more active military
service it would not be necessary
to draft the fathers of the nation.
It is very true that the father is
essential to the presetvation of the
home, and the home is the nucleus
f the American form of society.
Everyone admits that it is prefer-
able not to have to induct fathers
into military service for even a
short time. But since we are con-
fronted with an existing fact, we
must deal with the reality; the
Army Specialized Program is not |
in any way responsible for the
father draft.”

“A few minutes of calm delib-
eration,” he continued, “reveals the |
acouracy of this statement: The |
total efirollment of the program is |
approximately  140,000. 'This ir.

. each month. Consequently,
ellation of the ASTP would do
more than delay the draft of
athers for about one month.”



