
ADDRESS OF THE HONORABLE JOHN E . FOGARTY,
MEMBER OF THE U . S .  HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON TECHNOLOGY AND BLINDNESS,
BARBIZON PLAZA HOTEL, NEW YORK, NEW YORK

JUNE 2 1 , 1962

M iss  Sw itzer, honored g u e s ts , la d ie s  and gentlem en : I am indeed p leased  

to have th is opportunity to address so  d istin g u ish ed  a gathering of s c ie n t is ts  and 

lead ers in work for the blind from th is country and from ab ro a d .

At th is p o in t, I w ant to ex p ress  my personal ap p recia tion  to a ll  of you — 

e s p e c ia lly  the s c ie n t is ts  - -  for taking tim e to focus your know ledge and thinking 

on w ays to apply our rapidly in creasin g  accum ulation  of s c ie n t i f ic  and tech n o lo g ­

ic a l s k il l  and know-how to the problem s of th o se  among us who must make th eir 

way in life  handicapped by la c k  of s ig h t and perhaps by lo s s  of hearing as w e ll. 

In g lancing  over the program of your co n feren ce  th is  w e e k , I w as im pressed by 

your approach to the problem s you are co n sid erin g . But m ost of a l l ,  I was 

im pressed by the b a s ic  theme w hich has pervaded th is  co n feren ce  - -  How can  we 

use our knowledge and s k ill  to help our fellow  m an?

I recen tly  heard the great contem porary h is to r ia n , Arnold T oynbee, quoted as 

say ing  that th is century w ill be remembered as the century of m an's humanity to 

m an.

W ith h is p ersp ectiv e  as a h is to r ia n , Toynbee sa y s t h is ,  d esp ite  the fa c t  that 

th is  century has already w itn essed  two great wars and numerous sm aller w ars in 

w hich m illions of our fellow  human beings have been k illed  or m aim ed. He say s 

t h i s , knowing th at the rem aining 38 y ears of th is  century is  a period in human 

h istory  during w hich mankind w ill continu e to d evelop  even more e ff ic ie n t  in stru ­

m ents of m ass d estru ction  than are now a t hand.
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From a truly o b je c tiv e  s c ie n t i f ic  stan d p o in t, you and I know th at it  w ill take 

the Arnold Toynbee of the 24th  or 25th  Century to ch a ra c te r iz e  the 20th  Century 

and verify  the prediction  of our contem porary M r. T oynbee. But I prefer to look 

at th is from a su b je c tiv e  standpoint and say  now that we are liv in g  in the century 

of m an's humanity to m an.

From w here I s ta n d , I would say  th at there is  am ple ev id en ce  to support th is ,  

the b e s t ev id en ce being the growth of organized effort on a worldwide b a s is  to 

e ra d ica te  d is e a s e  and improve the cond ition  of the d isa b le d . Your p resen ce  here 

th is  w eek is  ce rta in ly  in d ica tiv e  of the con cern  w hich  you as individuals and 

w hich  your re sp e c tiv e  cou n tries fe e l about w ays of a s s is t in g  people w ith sen so ry  

d ep riv ation .

Ju st three w eeks a g o , I returned from G en ev a , w here I attended the F ifteen th  

World H ealth  A ssem bly of the World H ealth  O rganization  as C o n g ressio n a l 

ad v iser to  the United S ta te s  d e le g a tio n . I served  in th is sam e ca p a c ity  a t the 

three preceding a sse m b lie s  of the World H ealth  O rganization ; and as a r e s u lt ,

I have had an opportunity to learn  of the progress being made through the a s s i s -

ta n ce  of th is  sp e c ia liz e d  organ ization  of the United N ations in the erad ica tio n  of 

m ajor k illin g  and crippling d is e a s e s  w hich plague many parts of the w orld.

Fortu n ately , many of th e se  d is e a s e s  are com p letely  or v irtu ally  unknown in 

the United S ta te s , C an ad a , and the European c o u n tr ie s . But in A frica , A sia , and 

Latin A m erica, they s t i l l  co n stitu te  serio u s problem s — som etim es of staggering  

proportions. For exam p le , trachom a is  s t i l l  a m ajor ca u se  of b lin d n ess in North
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A frica and in the Near and M iddle E a s t . As a re su lt of river b lin d n ess (on ch o cer­

c i a s i s ) ,  v irtu ally  the en tire  population of som e v illa g e s  in tro p ica l A frica is  blind 

or nearly  b lin d . C a ta r a c ts , a lead in g  ca u se  of b lin d n ess in the United S ta te s , 

a f fe c ts  only a handful of people here in com parison to the staggerin g  number 

blinded by th is  cond ition  in In d ia .

Through the re se a rch  effort of s c ie n t is ts  in our re sp e c tiv e  co u n tr ie s , and 

through the com bined effort of the nations p articip atin g  in the World H ealth  O rgan­

iza tio n  and in the UN T ech n ica l A ss is ta n c e  A dm inistration , the c a u s e , prevention , 

and cure of many of th e se  d is e a s e s  are being sou gh t, found, and ap p lied . And for 

the many w hose b lin d n ess cannot be m iracu lou sly  cu red , w hose lo s t  lim bs cannot 

ad equ ately  be re p la ce d , the sam e coop erativ e  effort to develop  and to apply 

tech n iq u es of reh a b ilita tio n  g oes forw ard. The voluntary organ ization s working in 

the in tern atio n al f ie ld , the growing governm ent-to-governm ent re la tio n sh ip s in 

th is  a re a , the sup ranational a g e n c ie s  lik e  the UNTAA and the In tern ation al Labor 

O rganization  —  a ll are making sin gu lar contribu tion s to the betterm ent of mankind 

an d , th ereb y , to  the improvement of re la tio n sh ip s  betw een a ll  of the peoples of 

the w orld.
f

For when it  com es to preventing d ea th , to curing d is e a s e ,  to  m itigating the 

handicapping e ffe c ts  of d isa b ility  -  there are no barriers of geography, of 

cu stom , of lan g u ag e . There is  only the p ervasive e f fe c t  of love for o n e 's  fellow  

m an, w hich tran scen d s a ll  of the a r t if ic ia l  and su p e rfic ia l barriers to  human 

understanding w hich have a r is e n . Truly, it is  m an's humanity to man w hich w ill
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cre a te  the p eacefu l world we so  ferven tly  long for.

As many of you know , I have had the p riv ilege of being a frontline p articip ant 

in our national effort to conquer the k illin g  and crippling d is e a s e s  of man and to 

resto re  the p h y sica lly  and m entally  d isab led  to liv e s  of u se fu ln e ss  and produc­

t iv ity . My s p e c if ic  contribution  during the p ast fifte e n  y ears as a member —  and 

for m ost of th at tim e as the Chairm an —  of the Subcom m ittee on Appropriations 

for the Departm ent of Labor and the D epartm ent of H e a lth , E d u cation , and W elfare  

of the U . S . House of R ep resen tativ es has been  to ev a lu a te  req u ests  for funds 

from th e se  a g e n c ie s  to carry out th eir e x te n s iv e  programs - -  programs w hich  touch 

the life  of every A m erican.

For approxim ately e ig h t w eeks of thorough h e a r in g s , my co lle a g u e s  and I 

re c e iv e  the testim ony of exp ert w itn e s s e s  in and out of governm ent on the portion 

o f the annual budget of the United S ta te s  covering the c o s t  of financing  th e se  v ita l 

program s, w hich include many of the re se a rch  a c t iv it ie s  carried  on w ith Federal 

funds in governm ent in s ta lla t io n s , u n iv e rs itie s  and other private f a c i l i t i e s .  By far 

the la rg e s t appropriation we are ca lle d  upon to make covers the intram ural and 

extram ural re se a rch  programs of the N ational In s titu te s  of H ealth . We a ls o  p ro cess 

the appropriations for the re se a rch  programs ad m inistered  by the O ffice  of E du cation , 

the S o c ia l Secu rity  A d m inistration , and the O ffice  of V ocation al R e h a b ilita tio n . I 

understand that the p ro ject w hich is  cu lm inating in th is  co n feren ce  has in part been 

financed  w ith a grant from the O ffice  of V ocation al R eh a b ilita tio n .

In a very rea l s e n s e ,  my sp e c ia lty  in re se a rch  has becom e the funding of i t .  I 

am sure that the term "funding of re se a rc h "  is  not com p letely  unfam iliar to you.
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But to fo re s ta ll a stam pede to the rostrum when I s i t  dow n, le t  me h asten  to add 

th at we in the C on gress make the funds a v a ila b le  to  the various governm ent 

a g e n c ie s , w hich have e s ta b lish e d  procedures for rece iv in g  and p ro cessin g  a p p li­

ca tio n s  for g ra n ts .

I have been p articu larly  g ratified  by the growth and developm ent of govern­

m ent-supported  re se a rch  re la ted  to the h ea lth  s c ie n c e s  and the reh a b ilita tio n  of 

the d isa b le d . Ten y ears a g o , for exam p le , the to ta l appropriation for the 

N ational In stitu te s  of H ealth  w as $ 5 9 , 0 3 0 , 7 5 0 .  For the f is c a l  y ear w hich begins 

Ju ly  1 , the House of R ep resen ta tiv es has voted an appropriation of $ 8 4 0 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

Ten years a g o ,  the N ational In stitu te  of N eu ro log ical D is e a s e s  and B lind ness 

w as ju s t  gettin g  under way as a re su lt of an Act of C on gress e s ta b lish in g  i t .  For 

the coming f is c a l  y e a r , the House of R ep resen ta tiv es has voted $ 7 7 , 5 0 6 , 0 0 0  for 

th is  In s titu te .

The re se a rch  and dem onstration program of the O ffice  of V ocation al R eh ab ili­

ta tio n  has made som e s ig n ific a n t con tribu tion s to the developm ent of tech n iq u es 

for the re h a b ilita tio n  of the se v e re ly  d isa b le d . For the coming f is c a l  y e a r , the 

H ouse has approved an appropriation of $ 1 0 , 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  for th is  im portant program.

All of th e se  re se a rch  a c t iv it ie s  — and th o se  funded through the programs of 

the N ational S c ie n c e  Foundation, the V eterans A dm inistration , the N ational 

A eronautics and Sp ace A dm inistration , the D epartm ent of D efen se  —  w hich are 

handled by other subcom m ittees of the House Com m ittee on Appropriations — a ll 

have s ig n ifica n t contribu tions to make in a very rea l and p ra c tica l way to the



-  6 -

to the purpose for w hich you have come togeth er here th is w eek . As a m atter 

of fa c t ,  I understand that the N ational S c ie n c e  Foundation has helped to make 

th is co n feren ce  p o ss ib le  by a d irec t grant to  the Am erican Foundation for the 

B lin d .

I d on 't have to te l l  th is  group how ad v an ces resu ltin g  from re se a rch  in the 

te ch n o lo g ica l s c ie n c e s  have made p o ss ib le  ad v an ces in th e  b io lo g ica l s c ie n c e s ,  

including m ajor break-throughs in b a s ic  physiology and human h ered ity . More 

than ever b e fo re , even as every fie ld  of s c ie n c e  con tin u es to fra ctio n a te  into 

highly sp e c ia liz e d  com p onents, an in te r d is c ip lin a r y  approach in every a s p e c t  of 

s c ie n t i f ic  re se a rch  is  e s s e n t ia l .

In som e f ie ld s , the problem is  to  make a ll  of the s p e c ia l is ts  who can  co n tr i­

bute aw are of the n eed , so  that they can  focu s th e ir  own p articu lar s k il l  and 

know ledge on w ays of arriving a t s o lu tio n s . And a t th is  p o in t, I would lik e  to 

com plim ent the lead ers of the Am erican Foundation for the Blind — M r. Noyes and 

M r. Barnett - -  and the s ta ff  of th is  organ ization  for the part they  are playing in 

doing ju s t  th is w ith regard to the problem s of blind p e rso n s .

In re s e a rc h , the by-prod u cts are frequently  as im portant as  the princip le 

o b je c tiv e  of a stu d y. As stu d ies go forward to a s s i s t  th o se  w ithout s ig h t to learn  

how to com pensate for th is and make more e f f ic ie n t  u se  o f th e ir rem aining s e n s e s , 

w ith and w ithout te ch n o lo g ica l in stru m entation , new inform ation w hich w ill make 

more e ffe c tiv e ly  functioning human beings of us a ll  w ill undoubtedly r e s u lt .

As we continue to learn  b etter w ays of prolonging l i f e ,  we tend to c re a te

problem s of a s o c io lo g ic a l nature — how to make it  p o ss ib le  for the growing
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proportion of aged persons in our population to lead  fu ll and sa tis fy in g  l iv e s ;  

how to u tiliz e  the s k il ls  and productive ca p a c ity  of the p h y sica lly  and m entally  

handicapped among u s , so  th at they can  lead  fu ll and sa tis fy in g  l iv e s .  In a 

s o c ie ty  lik e  o u rs , th e se  should be happy problem s. In fa c t ,  they  sh ou ld n 't be 

ca lle d  problem s at a l l .  For the true m easure of any s o c ie ty  is  the w ay in w hich 

it  d ea ls  w ith people —  people who may be d isadvantaged  for any re a so n . And 

th e re fo re , w hat we as  a people actin g  togeth er do to help  th o se  among us who 

are old or d isab led  or both to help  th em selv es is  rather an ex p ress io n  of love for 

our fellow  human beings - -  not a problem .

Over the p ast tw enty y e a r s , we have made trem endous str id es  through the 

partnership  of F e d e ra l, S ta te , and voluntary effort to  a s s i s t  the p h y sica lly  d i s ­

abled  to take th eir proper p lace  as  contributing indiv iduals in our s o c ie ty  — and 

I underscore the word in d iv id u a ls , j u s t  as  e a c h  of you and I are in d iv id u a ls . We 

are gettin g  away from cu sto d ia l co n cep ts  of care  for the handicapped . C on cep ts 

w hich reeked of re je c tio n  rather than a cc e p ta n ce  . But we s t i l l  have a long way 

to g o .

  We are only j us t  beginning to se e  the true p o te n tia lit ie s  of individuals who 

happen to be m entally  retarded or who happen to have m ultiple sev ere  d is a b il i ­

t ie s . But we are making p ro g re ss , and I can  a ssu re  you th at I w ill continue 

to do a ll  I can  w henever it  appears th at a c tio n  by the C on gress of the United 

S ta te s  is  n eed ed .

I am sure th at a ll  of you have found the exch an ge of view points and id eas 

w hich has taken  p lace  here th is w eek h e lp fu l. I hope that upon returning to your 

re sp e c tiv e  lab o ra to ries  and a g e n c ie s , you w ill continue to think about the



problem s you have d iscu sse d  and approach them w ith a renewed se n se  of how 

v alu ab le  th eir so lu tion  w ill b e . And above a l l ,  I hope that you w ill keep in c lo s e  

touch w ith e a ch  o th er, now th at you are aw are of your mutual in te re s t .

All of us —  the m ed ical s p e c ia l i s t s ,  the b io lo g ica l s c ie n t i s t s ,  the p h y sica l 

s c ie n t i s t s ,  the te c h n o lo g is ts , the s o c ia l  s c ie n t i s t s ,  the e d u ca to rs , the ad m in is­

trators , and the le g is la to rs  —  have a v ita l part to play in improving the liv e s  of 

our fellow  human beings - -  e s p e c ia lly  th o se  who are hand icap ped . I know from 

personal ob servation  how v a lia n tly  th e se  individuals are striv ing  to overcom e 

th e ir handicap and win a cc e p ta n ce  as contributing members of s o c ie ty .

If e a ch  of us w ill reco g n ize  th at th e se  are the normal asp ira tio n s of normal 

indiv iduals who happen to be liv in g  under abnorm al c ircu m sta n ces  - - i f  ea ch  of 

us w ill co n sc ie n tio u s ly  apply h is own p articu lar kind of s k il l  and know ledge 

toward the goal of cou n teractin g  or m inim izing th e se  abnorm al c ircu m sta n ces  - -  

then we w ill be ab le  to  sa y  th at we have rea lly  done our part to  make th is
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century truly the century of m an's humanity to man.


