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It is with a sense of achievement that I join  with President
Keeney and Professor Wilson today in the dedication of this fine new

structure devoted to the biological sciences.  This five-story building --

named to honor a man who has worked in the field of biology here at 

Brown for forty years and who has earned a reputation that has spread 

from  his native New England around the world -- this five-story building 

we are dedicating to the cause of research and teaching, is a product

of Rhode Island -- and of the Federal government.
This W ilson Biology Building stands as a sym bol of the partner-

ship of Yankee resourcefulness and of Federal action which has made this 

Nation second to none in m edical research and which is going to keep it

in this position if we all realize -- as the President of Brown University
realizes -- what is needed to assure continued progress in health and

health-related fields.
president keeney has stated the issue so clearly that i would 

like to recall his words for you.  speaking before the new england bank

management conference last fall, about the new facilities needed at brown,

P r e s i d e n t  k e e n e y  a s k e d  w h e r e  t h e  m o n e y  w a s  c o m i n g  f r o m  t o  b u i l d  t h e m .

He answered his own question this way: Some of the money would come

from  gifts, som e from  S tate taxes, som e from  increased  tu ition  ch arges.
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F ederal funds helped  bu ild  th is bu ild in g -- m ore th an  h alf a

million dollars was awarded for this purpose under a Public Health Service

grant.  Since the PHS's research facilities construction program was
 begun in 1956 -- the year you were launching your bicentennial develop- 

ment program at brown -- the federal government has made about 1,000 

awards totaling more than $200,000,000 of matching funds for the con- 
struction of facilities to keep pace w ith expanding research in the life

sciences.  But that is not the most important part of the story.  That

B u t for n on -recu rrin g  expen ses, for bu ild in gs, for equ ipm en t, th ere is

he said, "an urgent necessity today for m assive federal participation

in the financing of higher education, both public and private, for the

Federal government is the only source from which sufficient funds can

come fast enough to solve the problem in time."

$200,000,000 is  an investment in America; it is literally "seed money",

which produces other monies to complete projects costing many times the
amount of Federal aid -- as with this biology building.  Thus, this

$200,000,000 has led to the planning and construction of more than

$800,000,000 in new and remodeled buildings containing research facilities

That is what I m ean by "seed m oney." It is a gratifying exam ple of Am erican 

State and Federal enterprise which is often overshadowed and lost sight

of in all the attention being given to the tremendous expansion of
F e d e r a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .
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But the researcher must have the facilities in which to work, 

or no amount of support for research can be effective.  W hen the Public

Health Service set up its first laboratory in 1887 a workbench and a 
microscope had to suffice the researcher.  How the researcher must have

such tools as you make available in your well-equipped laboratories at
B r o w n :  t h e  e l e c t r o n  m i c r o s c o p e ,  x - i r r a d i a t i o n  a p p a r a t u s ,  h i g h - s p e e d

centrifuges, and the other paraphernalia of modern science.

As you Rhode Islanders know, it has been my privilege and
responsibility to serve the people of Rhode Island in Congress for more

than two decades, and for a considerable part of that time I have been
chairman of the House Appropriations Committee dealing with health matters.

I  h a v e  h a d  a n  u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t

to increase the availability of funds for the health research and health
research facilities that we must have if we are to improve the health
of the American people.

I have also worked for the furtherance of the American medical

research effort through support of training grants for students working
in the biological and biomedical fields.  This money, too, is "seed money."
Last year, Brown University received more than $400, 000 for support of

rearch training in the biological areas.  students working in your
- ‘

Graduate Study programs -- in physiology, biochemistry, microbiology

developm ental biology, cytology, genetics -- are all eligible for support

f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .   T h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  o f  e v e n  e s t i m a t i n g  a  d o l l a r

return on the Federal investment in support of research training in  your
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departm ent, but President Keeney has m ade it clear that -- thanks to  

the present expansion of facilities -- the biology departm ent expects
to increase the number of graduate and postdoctoral students and at

the same time to increase the number of research programs.
When the Charter of Brown University was drawn 

u p  i n  1 7 6 4  i t  l a i d

down a far-seeing principle -- "that the public teaching shall, in general
respect the sciences."  Thanks to the understanding of adm inistrators such  

as President Keeney, the reputation of such workers as Professor W ilson,

and the determination of the people for a healthier, happier life, as 

expressed in their support of medical and health-related research, Brown

is able to continue not only to respect the sciences, but to m ake vital
contributions to their advancement.  Thank you.


