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It 1s a great pleasure to be with you tonight

uum.mmwumumm
. Bging, and our Nation's most important

I have long been impressed with the important
early detection of diseases of the eye. Into your
offices come people with all kinds of visual defects,
about 20,000 cptometrists in the United States, and it
has been estimated that almost 40 percent of the
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i am aware of your Code of Ethics which binds
has stimulated interest in the early detection of
all of us for its use of preventive and corrective
manvmmmn-
new. Right heve in New England, just 27 miles from



Pr. Klein was not one of its founders, clearly it is
8till, I am impressed by the small numbers of

especially in that nearly 10 percent of our population
matter? My answer is simply that in the course of my 20

years in Congress I have become deeply interested in and

chairman of that subcommittee for nine years I have been



who has the same stake in medical progress as any
other citizen,
wmmmmum’mn

aware, I have a deep personal and offic

on Aging. I am proud to have 1 H.R. 9822

calling on the President to hold such a conference.
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task while chairman of the Appropriations Committee
of the House of Representatives.
_ The importance of your profession‘s contyibution

‘Wick, Chairman of the Conmittee on Vi care of

mmmmumnmn

and the National Society for the Prevention of Blindness.
. it was interesting to me to note in the Conference
recommendations, the number of references to “optometry”
and its significance in the total approach to meeting

'mmum



| mm&.umm« House Confe e. If you

heard or read any of the many spesches I made

Conference was not intended to be the goal - but a

ing along the lines that 2,565 voting delegates

of the Department of Health, mmmz

 well be the most expensive and least productive of the

5 "‘m be a cruel hoax against
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our senior citizens who prayerfully waited patiently for
pesitive action after the hundreds of gatherings that
More than ever, I believe that favorable action
should be takem on the bill I introduced in Congress
m&mmuﬂnmﬁmm. It
calls for the creation of a Federal Commission on
aging vital and meaningful and not a “left-over
function” or "second-best” activity of any one department.
. I have just heard of the formation of the Vision
. mxmﬁ of America and some of the plans S pilot
projects in the field of aging. This is a most important



the field of optometry is equally significant. Wwe

“vision of the Aging Patient” come true. It says

"0ld age can well be the golden years of a human life.

The optometric profession can help to make it that

by the proper care of the most vital of the senses -~
It is my hope that Rhode Island will take a

leadership role in this entire field of meeting the

needs of the aging on all fromts. There are several
Mﬂnmﬁﬁﬁ. moimrmu'mn



Age Assistance Benefits, ranking 4lst among the other
A state analysis shows 27 percent of the aged
in Fhode Island to be handicapped by serious defects
in vision, hearing or mebility.
It is most encouraging to have Brown University
taking a part of the national research program.

aspects of aging and 0ld age will be assessed., Five of



of the ¢

V. 8. Office of

groups at the University of Khode Island in August.
‘mmmmummﬂmum

s of our elderiy for life-
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It is my hope that the University of Rhode

d may become one of the nations centers on aging

This is my concept of action. It has meaning
mmuummmummmam

20,000 nationally and 150 within Fhode Island, there is
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it costs the United States approximately §500
million annually for the special benefits mmm
There is no way to measure the cost to the individual,
his family, friends or the community.

Of this I am sure, that with the devotion to your
profession that has been reflected in your growth and
achievenents, Muaummmmm
nation and for our senior adults who have had cause to
doubt the value of thelr added years.

Now, they can look forward to useful, mm
years lived with dignity and independence.
~ faith withmﬁ "Optometry's Pledge.”

"Next to life, ;u-u, God's most gracious gift

is sight, and to the service of thie great gift
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