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H . G .  W e l l s  o n c e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " h u m a n  h i s t o r y  b e c o m e s

m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a  r a c e  b e t w e e n  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  c a t a s t r o p h e .  A f t e r

r e a d i n g  t h e  s u m m a r y  r e p o r t s  
i s s u e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e

Survey of Dentistry, any thoughtful citizen will be made aware

of how  appropriately that statem ent m ay be applied to the future

o f  d e n ta l h e a lth  in  th is  c o u n tr y . 
F o r  o n e  r e c u r r i n g  t h e m e  i n  

t h e  C o m i s s i o n ' s  s u m m a r y  
i s  t h e  c r u c i a l  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e d u c a t i o n

to the solution of the most serious problems now confronting

members of the dental profession and the public they serve.

The Commission stresses again and again the extent

t o  w h i c h  s o u n d  s o l u t i o n s  d e p e d  u l t i m a t e l y  u p o n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s

a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t e  a n d  t o  b e  e d u c a t e d ,  

u p o n  o u r  k n o w i n g  m o r e

a n d  a p p l y i n g  w h a t  w e  k n o w  w i t h  g r e a t e r  
f o r c e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  

This is the theme in the discussions of manpower planning,



r e s e a r c h  e x p a n s i o n ,  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p r e v e n t i v e

m e a s u r e s ,  s p e c i a l i z e d  
c a r e  f o r  t h e  a g e d ,  a n d  t h e  m a n y  o t h e r

topics covered in their broad-based report.

If the problems detailed by the Commission had been

t o t a l l y  u n e x p e c t e d ,  o r  i f  t h e  
b u r d e n  o f  s o l v i n g  t h e m  h a d  t o

b e  b o r n e  b y  a n y  s i n g l e  group, we might well ask ourselves 

whether we have the time or the strength or the resources to

assure the future of good dental health for the citizens of

this country.

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  t a s k  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  b y  m a n y  g r o u p s .

T h o u g h  t h e  
d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  b o t h  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  t h e

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  p u b l i c - - -  i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d

through the medium of government- also has its duty to

su p p ort you  in  fin d in g  so lu tion s an d  in  m a k in g  th em  w ork .

The problems demanding attention are not totally new.
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A l l  o f  u s  h e r e  t o d a y  h a v e  l o n g  k n o w  t h a t  a  c r i t i c a l  n e e d

exists for more dentists and for the schools in which to

t r a i n  t h e m ,  f o r  b e t t e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a u x i l i a r y  p e r s o n n e l ,

for intensified research, and for m ore effective health

p r o g r a m s .  C o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  h a s  b e e n

urged repeatedly by professional groups like the American

Association of Dental Schools and the American Dental

Association, by governm ent agencies like the Public Health

Service, by interested laym en and m em bers of Congress like

m y s e l f ,  a n d ,  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  b y  t h e  n e w  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

States in his health message.

I t  d o e s  n o t  d e t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  C o m -

m i s s i o n ' s  r e p o r t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t s  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  s t e m s

not so m uch from  the newness of its basic findings as from

t h e  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  c a n d o r ,  a n d  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f  i t s  a n a l y s e s  a n d



r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
f o r  a c t i o n .  W h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  g i v e n  u s

i s  a  f r e s h e r  v i e w p o i n t ,  a  b r o a d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  T o  c o n s i d e r  o u r

own problems from another's vantage point is always helpful,

fa m ilia r ity  w ith  th e  is s u e s  a t  h a n d  h a v e  n o t  b lin d e d  u s  to

r e s p o n s e s  b e c o m i n g  a u t o m a t i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h o u g h t f u l .  A

c o m m i s s i o n  l i k e  t h i s  
o n e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s

is not likely to fall victim to such occupational hazards

                    a s  d e d i c a t e d  
n e a r - s i g h t e d n e s s  o r  o v e r a c t i v e  r e f l e x e s .  A n d

s i n c e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a c k g r o u n d s ,

t h e  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  
t o  r e a c h  w h a t  D r .  A d a m s ,  i n  h i s

f o r e w o r d ,  d e s c r i b e s  a s  a  f i r m  
a g r e e m e n t  o n  w h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e

d o n e ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  r e p o r t  i s  e v e n

further enhanced.

f o r  o f t e n  w e  n e e d  t o  b e  r e a s s u r e d  t h a t  d e e p  c o n c e r n  a n d  l o n g

o b v i o u s  s o l u t i o n s .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a  d a n g e r  o f
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I therefore find it of great significance that the

Commission's estimates of the seriousness of the dental

manpower shortage not only substantiate what dental organiza-

t i o n s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  h a v e  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  b u t  i n d i c a t e

t h a t  t h e  s h o r t a g e  m a y  b e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  I n  

the first place, these new estimates remove any basis for

denying, as some people have, that there is any manpower problem

t o  o v e r c o m e .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  
p l a c e ,  t h e y  a s s u r e  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o

h a v e  b e e n  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  i n a d e q u a t e  d e n t i s t  r a t i o s  t h a t

w e  w e r e  r i g h t  t o  b e  c o n c e r n e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s t e p s  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y

t a k e n  t o  o f f s e t  t h e m ,  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l  t a k e n .  W e  a t  l e a s t  h a v e

g a i n e d  a  s h o r t  h e a d  s t a r t  
i n  t h e  r a c e  a g a i n s t  t i m e .

I f  A m e r i c a n  d e n t i s t s  h a d  n o t  s c o r e d  i m p r e s s i v e  g a i n s

i n  t h e i r  o w n  e f f i c i e n c y ,  i f  t h e y  h a d  n o t  b e g u n  t o  e m p l o y

auxiliary personnel more extensively and with greater

e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  t h e  m a n p o w e r  s h o r t a g e  w o u l d  a l r e a d y  b e  f e l t

by the public, and critically felt. Increased efficiency,
11 .■
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therefore, has momentarily cushioned us against the impact

o f  s h o r t a g e .  B u t  w h a t  o f  t h e  
f u t u r e ?  T h e  m a r g i n  f o r  i m p r o v e d

e f f i c i e n c y  i s  
n a r r o w i n g .  T h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t  t o  t h e  l o a d  t h e

individual practitioner can bear. These are facts which

c a n n o t  b e  i g n o r e d ,  f o r  n e i t h e r  t h e  t i m e s  w e  l i v e  i n  n o r

th e  s ta n d a r d s  w e  liv e  b y  a r e  fix e d  a n d  s ta tic .

T h e  C o m m is s io n  p o in t s  o u t  t h a t  c u r r e n t ly  o n ly  s o m e

40 percent of the public are receiving anything approaching

a d e q u a t e  d e n t a l  c a r e .  T h i s  
i s  n e i t h e r  a s  g o o d  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y

n e e d s  n o r  t h e  b e s t  i t  c a n  e x p e c t .  
I n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,

 .

t h e  e n t i r e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h e a l t h  a n d  t h e  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s

.

h a s  b e e n  c h a n g i n g .  W e  l o o k  u p o n  a d e q u a t e  h e a l t h  p r o t e c t i o n

not as the special privilege of a fortunate few but as the

right o f  a l l .

This modern viewpoint is reflected in the Commission's
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c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  m a n p o w e r  n e e d s .  C o m m i s s i o n  m e m b e r s

s e e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  
a s  o n e  o f  g r e a t  g r o w t h  a n d  c o m -

p l e x i t y ,  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s t i g e  a n d  a u t h o r i z e ,  a n d ,  b y  t h e  

s a , e  t o k e n ,  o f  g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e y  s e e  t h i s  r e s -

ponsibility as one which cannot be met by relying solely

u p o n  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  h i g h  t e c h n i c a l  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n

c l i n i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e  
C o m m is s io n  w o u ld  h a v e  u s  r e a liz e

t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  n e d s  m o r e  s c h o o l s  a n d  m o r e

dentists, it needs better schools and better dentists. We

can be glad that a start has been made in this direction.

The comprehensive health program which President

K e n n e d y  h a s  o u t l i n e d  i n  h i s  r e c e n t  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s

i n c l u d e s  s p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l  F e d e r a l

aid to education, and there are many Congressional proposals

which would make Federal funds available for the building

of more schools and the training of more dentists. I myself
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h a v e  a g a i n  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  w i d e - r a n g i n g  s u p p o r t

f o r  d e n t a l  
a n d  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n .  I  h a v e  

p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e

Congress appropriate $100 million for the construction of new

s c h o o l s  a n d  $ 5 0  m i l l i o n  f o r  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  o f

e x i s t i n g  s c h o o l s .  P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e

t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  o f  d e n t i s t s  s o  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d .

I  h a v e  p r o p o s e d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t w o  o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  w h i c h

w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b r i n g  u s  c l o s e r  
t o  t h e  g o a l  o f  m o r e  a d e q u a t e

s u p p l y  b u t  w i l l  a l s o  
h e l p  u s  a t t a i n  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a n d a r d s  o f

d e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  
Commission envisions. The first

o f  t h e s e  i s  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  
b i l l  w h i c h  w i l l  p e r m i t  y o u  t o  f i l l

t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l  s p a c e s  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  c r e a t e d ,  a n d  t o

f i l l  t h e m  w i t h  a p p l i c a n t s  o f  
g r e a t e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t a t u r e .

T h e  s e c o n d  m e a s u r e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  

o p e r a t i n g  g r a n t s  t o  s c h o o l s .

A l t h o u g h  t h i s  m e a s u r e ,  t o o ,  i n c l u d e s  a n  
i n c e n t i v e  f o r  e x p a n d i n g

enrollments, its real purpose is to provide schools with the
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funds needed to im prove the quality of their instruction.

The Commission has a great deal to say about the

method and content of undergraduate dental training, and

s o m e  o f its  is  c ritic a l o f th in g s  a s  th e y  e x is t. I w ill n o t

attem pt to judge the worth of all the recom m endations in the

report. But many of the comments the Commission makes are

as applicable to other branches of education as they are to

dentistry, and  in  th is regard , I found in  them  a  vigorous

and stim ulating challenge to habitual patterns of thought.

For I suggest to you that we in this country must

become more constructively critical of our traditional

approaches to education. We should ask some questions.

W hy do we teach what we teach? W hat is it we are educating

for? And w herever w e find that w e are doing things just

because they have always been done, we might ask whether

we a re ed u ca tin g  for th e tw en tieth  a n d  tw en th y-first cen tu ries
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or merely perpetuating the methods inherited from the ninteenth.

E d u c a t i o n ,  a f t e r  
a l l ,  i s  n o t  a  m o n u m e n t  t o  t h e  p a s t ;  i t  i s  t h e

a r c h ite c tu r e  o f  th e  fu tu r e .

I f  I  r e a d  t h e  r e p o r t  a l r i g h t ,  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s

t h a t  i n  c u r r e n t  d e n t a l  
e d u c a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  p e r h a p s  t o o  m u c h

emphasis upon restorative dentistry, too little upon preventive. 

The Commission assumes - and I certainly agree - that the

dentist's responsibility extends far beyond the providing of

treatm ent to the patient who knocks on his door and dem ands

it. If th is  w e re  a ll w e  e x p e cte d  fro m  o u r d e n tis ts , re s to ra tive

d e n t i s t r y  m i g h t  b e  a l l  t h e y  
n e e d e d  t o  k n o w .  B u t  t h e  d e n t a l

profession also has a 
responsibility for seeing that the

r e c e i p t  o f  c a r e  m o r e  a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  a c t u a l  n e e d

fo r  it . T r e a t in g  th e  p a t ie n t  w h o  k n o c k s  o n  th e  d o o r  is  o n ly

o n e  i n  a  p r o g r e s s i o n  o f  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e

profession participates. Ideally, the first stop in that

progression is the development o f  m e t h o d s  f o r  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n



of disease itself. Therefore, if dentistry is indeed educating

for the future, it should obviously be educating for research.

A s  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o b s e r v e s ,  o f  a l l  a v e n u e s  l e a d i n g  

t o w a r d  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  
d e n t a l  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  o n e  o f f e r i n g  t h e

m o s t  h o p e  i s  r e s e a r c h .  O n e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ,  i f  h e  s h o u l d  d i s -

c o v e r  a  m e a n s  o f  p r e v e n t i n g  o r  
r e d u c i n g  p e r i o d o n t a l  d i s e a s e ,

m i g h t  d o  m o r e  f o r  o r a l  h e a l t h  t h a n  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  p r a c t i -

tioners of restorative dentistry." Yet the Commission finds

l i t t l e  r e a s o n  f o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c u r e n t  s t a t u s  o f  

dental research, although it acknowledges the substantial

progress which has been made in recent years.

T h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  
played, and undoubtedly 

will continue to play, a major role in conducting and sponsor-

i n g  d e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m s .  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  d e e p l y

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  a n d  I  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e
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N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  D e n t a l  R e s e a r c h - -  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  N I D R

w i l l  s o o n  m o v e  i n t o  i t s  n e w  
b u i l d i n g  -  a n d  o f  i t s  g r a n t s

program in support of extramural activity as being among the

notable contributions the government has made to the advancement

of health standards. I am glad to have had a part in making

a n d  I  t h i n k  i t  w i l l ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c a n n o t  c a r r y  t h e  b u r d e n

alone. Financial support from other sources must be forthcoming.

recommendations for increased financial aid: the increase 

s h o u l d  b e  c o m m e n s u r a t e  
w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  a v a i l a b l e  r e s e a r c h

personnel. Since, as the Commission points out, the best

source of researchers is the undergraduate student body, the

availability of personnel depends

to  a  very great extent upon

- 1 2 -

them possible. Yet I agree with the Commission that while

the Federal government should increase its support of research,

There is, as you know, a codicil to the Commission's



the dental educator. Yet today, teachers do not have tim e to

pursue research projects; students are given neither the

scientific depth, nor the curriculum  tim e, nor the intellectual

s t i m u l u s  t o  i n t e r e s t  t h e m  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s e e s

the result as a shortage so acute that "the recruitment for

dental research is even more important than the recruitment

f o r  d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  i t  u r g e s  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h

with teaching at the undergraduate level as a logical first

s te p  to w a r d  o v e r c o m in g  th e  s h o r ta g e .

T h a t  s t r o n g e r  a n d  b e t t e r  d e s i g n e d  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s

will in time do much to strengthen the whole intricate structure

o f  d e n t a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s t r i k e s  m e  a s  a  s o u n d  a n d

p r a c t i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I  t h e r e f o r e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  p r o p o s a l s

w h i c h  a d v o c a t e  F e d e r a l  o r  p r i v a t e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  f o r  t a l e n t e d

undergraduate dental students who are interested in research

a n d  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r s  d e s e r v e  s e r i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  f r o m  u s  a l l .
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A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  
w a y s  m u s t  b e  f o u n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s c o p e

and intensity and effectiveness of activity at the more ad-

v a n c e d  l e v e l s  o f  d e n t a l  r e s e a r c h .

F o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c ,  t h e s e  
e x t e n d e d  p r o g r a m s  o f

re s e a rc h  w ill h a v e  g re a te s t m e a n in g  w h e n  p re v e n tiv e  d is c o v e r ie s

a r e  g i v e n  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  d a y - t o - d a y  l i f e .  A n d  i n

v i e w  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  
o v e r a l l  d e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o b l e m ,

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  u t i l i z e  
f u l l y  t h e  p r e v e n t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s

a l r e a d y  a t  i t s  d i s p o s a l  i s  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  t r a g i c .

E v e r y  l e a d i n g  h e a l t h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a m o n g

t h e m  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l

A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D e n t a l  S c h o o l s ,

h a s  e n d o r s e d  f l u o r i d a t i o n .  
T H e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  t h e  S u r v e y  o f  

Dentistry therefore speaks for informed opinion when it states

i t  i s  " t o t a l l y  u n i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  a d v a n c e d ,  u s u a l l y

b y  h e a l t h  a n d  o t h e r  f a d d i s t s ,  
t h a t  f l u o r i d a t i o n  
i s  d a n g e r o u s ,



immoral, unconstitutional, and unscriptural." Yet today, more

than 10 years after the introduction of a simple procedure for

t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  f l u o r i d a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s ,  s o m e t h i n g

l e s s  t h a n  a  f o u r t h  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e

benefits that method provides. The public denies itself those

b e n e f i t s ,  a n d  n o w  t h e  f l u o r i d a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  s u p p l i e s  i s  n o t

e v e n  p a cin g  p o p u la tio n  g ro w th . E v id e n tly  th e  "h e a lth  a n d

other faddists" have lately been more successful in presenting

their case to the public than the pro-fluoridationists, though

the latter have scientific fact on their side. Perhaps the

d i f f e r e n c e s  i s  i n  
the intensity of effort.

L et m e qu ote som e oth er statem en ts from  th e C om m ission 's

report and, I warn you, quote them out of sequence:

"A lth o u g h  3 7  p e rc e n t (o f s o m e  7 5 0  d e n tis ts  p a rtic ip a tin g

in  a n  o p in io n  s u r v e y ) ta k e  p a r t  in  f lu o r id a t io n  c a m p a ig n s  in  th e ir

communities, only about 2 percent have been active as individuals
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in initiating these campaigns."

"W i d e s c a l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  m u s t  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o

a c q u a i n t  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  d e n t a l

health and with means of attaining it."

" E d u c a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  d e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e n s e ,  h a s  m a n y  f a c e t s

r a n g i n g  f r o m  c a m p a i g n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  m e a s u r e s  t o

h y g ie n e  in s tr u c t io n  in  p r im a r y  s c h o o l."

A n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e

C o m m i s s i o n  t h a t  " a l l  p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f

v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  m a k e  g r e a t e r

efforts to promote water fluoridation and community topical

fluoride programs."

As the commission recognizes, the possibility of

m aking greater efforts w i l l  d e p e n d  t o  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e  u p o n

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  s e c u r i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  g r a n t s  f o r  e x p a n s i o n

o f  t h e  S t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  d e n t a l  h e a l t h  p r o g r a m s  n e e d e d  t o  w i n

- 1 6 -
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widespread public support for fluoridation and other preventive

m e a s u r e s .  B u t  i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  g r a n t s  a r e  n o t  a  s u b -

s i t i t u t e  f o r  i n c i s i v e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e  a c t i o n .  T h e y  s e r v e  o n l y

a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  u p o n  w h i c h  b e t t e r  p r o g r a m s  c a n  b e  b u i l t .

I  r e m a r k e d  e a r l i e r  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  c o n t i n u a l l y

s t r e s s e s  h o w  m u c h  d e p e n d s  u p o n  o u r  a b i l i t y  t o  e d u c a t e  a n d

b e  e d u c a t e d ,  
and upon our ability to u s e  what we know with

greater force. The fluoridation issue is a case in point

I f  t h e y  a r e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  i n t e n s i f y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t

of fluoridation, public health agencies at the national, state,

and local level must make sure that they employ their special

resources and knowledge and practical experience to the very

f u l l e s t  e x t e n t .  A n d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  i n  t u r n ,  m u s t  b e  r e i n f o r c e d

by the professional knowledge and prestige and influence of

the private practitioner, working individually in his community
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and through h is d en ta l society . T h is k in d  of coop eration  sh ou ld

produce an educational force persuasive and authoritative enough

to offset the statements, however, dramatic, of the small but

vocal opposition.

V aluable though preventive m easures like fluoridation

are, I am  su re th e C om m ission  is righ t w h en  it states th at th e

achievem ent of dental health solely through the prevention of

d is e a s e  is  fa r in  th e  fu tu re , a  fa ct w h ich  th ro w s  in to  re lie f

the im portance of w hat the C om m ission calls "prevention of

progression through treatm ent." And since people differ both

in  the ir a b ility  to  p a y  fo r c a re  a n d  e ve n  in  th e ir p h ys ic a l

a b ility  to  seek  it, th e  rece ip t o f trea tm en t ca n n ot b e  le ft

to chance. The Commission makes a series of recommendations

for reducing distance between dentist and patient which

i mpress me as both imaginative and workable.
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One of these, the incremental care program for school

age children, seems to me to be of particular value and

importance. Beginning the first year with six-year-olds and

a d d in g  a  n ew  crop  o f th em  ea ch  y ea r, th e  p rog ra m  w ou ld  ev en tu a lly

cover all children through high school, and do so at a minimum

of cost, for the care would begin in most cases before serious

treatment problems have had a chance to develop. Since cost

to  th e fam ily  w ou ld  be based  on  th e ab ility  to  pay , every

child, regardless of financial status, would have a chance

for a lifetim e of good dental health. And that, eventually,

should mean an impressive reduction in the accumulation of

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  u n m e t  t r e a t m e n t  n e e d s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h o u g h  a

program  of this scope would undoubtedly require Federal and

State aid in the form both of financial support and of

participation by official health agencies, it would also



-20-

represent a national asset.

Another group whose special needs for treatment deserve

m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  t h e  
c h r o n i c a l l y  i l l  a n d  a g e d .  T h e

P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s ,  h a s  b e e n  c o n 

ducting a series of studies designed to measure existing needs

a m o n g  t h e s e  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  p e o p l e .  
I n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  S t a t e

a n d  l o c a l  d e n t a l  s o c i e t i e s  a n d  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  t h e  S e r v i c e

has been experimenting also in the development of techniques

a n d  i n  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  p e r s o n n e l  t o  a d a p t  t r a d i t i o n a l  t y p e s

o f  t r e a t m e n t  t o  t h e  
s p e c i a l  n e e d s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  t o o  i n f i r m

t o  v i s i t  t h e  d e n t i s t  
i n  h i s  o f f i c e .

S o m e  i d e a  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  c a r i n g

f o r  t h e  h o m e b o u n d  a n d  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  c a m e  o u t  o f  a  s t u d y

recently completed in Kansas City. Four thousand nursing

h o m e  p a t i e n t s ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  
a g e  o f  7 5 ,  w e r e  e x a m i n e d ;
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88 percent w ere in need of care. If this m easure of need holds

true for all of the population aged 75, then there are today som e

4 m illion  older people w h o requ ire a  service th ey are n ot

lik e ly  to  get u n less a  con certed  e ffort is  m a d e  to  p rov id e  it

In  le s s  th a n  2 0  y e a rs , th e  fig u re  w ill b e  9  m illio n . If  w e

are to meet the special dental care needs of our growing

population of older people, undergraduate training in dental

geriatrics m ay well be a necessary addition to the m odern

d e n ta l sch o o l c u rric u lu m .

I n  e f f o r t s  t o  n a r r o w  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  n e e d  a n d  r e c e i p t

of services, the greatest attention is perhaps being centered

c u r r e n t l y  o n  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  g r o u p  p r e p a i d

d e n t a l  c a r e  p l a n s .  S u c h  p l a n s  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  h a v e  a s  g r e a t

a n  i m p a c t  u p o n  d e n t a l  c a r e  a s  h o s p i t a l  a n d  m e d i c a l  c o v e r a g e s

have had upon medical care. The recommendations of the Commis-

s i o n  t h a t  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n d u s t r y ,  l a b o r



a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a p p r o a c h e s  t o

group programs therefore eminently sensible. Their sug

gestion that dental societies form service corporations to

facilities the development of group programs bears out the

opinion of public health officers that this particular approach

o f f e r s  d e n t i s t r y  t h e  
b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  a s s u r i n g  o r d e r l y

growth and quality of care within the framework of group

p l a n s .

E v e n  t h o u g h  m a n y  p e o p le  d is a p p r o v e  in  p r in c ip le

o f  g r o u p  d e n t a l  
p r o g r a m s ,  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n  i s

s t i l l  a d v i s a b l e .  A t  l e a s t  y o u  
m u s t  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  f a c e

the changes they entail and to 
deal with them constructively.

F o r  i t  i s  m u c h  b e t t e r  t o  c o n t r o l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a n  t o  b e

controlled by them.
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C o n t r o l l i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  

as society becomes more complex. It requires infinitely more

knowledge and patience. Today the members of all professions

f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  f e w  y e a r s  a g o

did not even exist. And as activities increase, so do the

d e m a n d s  
u p o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  

a n d  q u a l i t i e s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p .

B e c a u s e  t h i s  i s  
true, laymen and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e n

m u s t  m e e t  t o g e t h e r  
t o  d i s c u s s  p r o b l e m s  o f  m u t u a l  c o n c e r n .  

And it becomes all the more necessary for us to accept the

f a c t  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  l i m i t  o u r  v i s i o n  t o  t h e  m e r e l y  c o n v e n i e n t

or tailor the future by a pattern fitted only to the past.

That is why it is so essential to realize that we m ust train

more professional people, and that we must train them better.

P e r h a p s  w e  
m u s t  e v e n  t r a i n  a  n e w  b r e e d  o f  m e n  -  m e n  o f  b r o a d e r

vision and greater scientific depth than we have ever before

k n o w n .  C e r t a i n l y  i n  a  f i e l d  a s  
e s s e n t i a l  a s  d e n t i s t r y ,  w e



must, at the very least, forego the luxury of a narrow vocationalism

i n  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s e s .

T o  d o  w h a t  m u s t  b e  d o n e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  i s  i n  

a l l  o f  u s  -  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t r y  a n d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  f a i l .  F o r

m u ch  o f w h a t w e  m u st lea rn  a n d  tea ch  ca n  on ly  b e  d iscov ered  b y

trial and error. If that is a painful process, it is also our

g r e a t e s t  h o p e .  A s  t h e  g r e a t  O x f o r d  t e a c h e r  E .  E .  D o d d s  o n c e

put it. "If the truth is beyond our grasp, the errors of tomorrow

are still to be preferred to the errors of yesterday; for error

i n  t h e  s c i e n c e s  i s  o n l y  a n o t h e r  n a m e  f o r  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a p -

proximation to truth.
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