REMARKS OF THR HONORABIE JCHN E. FOOARTY, REPRESENTATIVE BECQND

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRIOT, RE(ME ISLAD AT THE DEDICATION OF THE

gﬂmmmmo - -? LIBRARY, HARRAGANSETT, Re To ON SUNDAY, CCTCBER 29,
o e

Tt is a groat privilege to have an opportunity to particie
pate in the dedication of this oplendid library in the toun of
Marragsnsette. At 2 time vhon we are told that cur national
swrvival depenis on the suscess with which wo se a people rise
to our responsibilitiss, it s emouraging $o note this fine
ecanple of community initiative. The hopes and aspirations of
a freo peopls ave nob sooured by words and fiva resolves; they
are achieved by deods and spocific sotionge This new library
is a tribute not only to your ability to covperate as a oot
mundty in the provision of an essential service to citizons,
4% 18 a mavk of confidence in the power of education to secure
our domooratie freedoms and our national future.

The report of the Commission on Hatiomal Goals entitled
fifoals for Americsns,® which by the way hed the good fortune to
have as ito chalrman, ons of Rhode Toland's distinguished edusoe

tors, Dre Hemry Mo Wrdston, Fresident Emcritus of Prown, has
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much to soy sbout the neods of auw people. Oho brief pacsapge |
fron the roport sayos

"The development of the irgdividual ard the nation demand
that Eduoation ot every level amd 4n every discipline be
strengthoned and $te effectivencos enhancodess The inoroase
in population and the grosing complexity of the word add urgensy.”

"Oreator rescurces - private, covporate, mmniedpsl, state,
and federal - must bo mobilized. A higher proportion of the
gross netional product must be devoted to'the edusation of
individualss This 45 at onoe an investment dn the individual,
in the demcoyatic process, in the growth of the economy, amd
4n the stature of the United States.”

ne of the firot tadks of American Pdwation is to produce
wellerounidod, cultured, and intelleotually mature oitisens vho
m-mamuwwswwmmmm

confronting our socdety. A8 the eduvoational agency which provides
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public litraries sust bo supported with the mesns sdequate to
tho neods of & now ara.

As the Ration and the States move to strengthan the educae
tional fourdaticns of owr security and fresdom, it 1o imperative
that the countyy's noed for 1ibraviog and thelr scrvices be
fully recopnized and sdequats provision be mede for their supporte

In a sense & livary is yeast for ell the worthwhile life of
a commmity, Tto services ave supplesontary and illumine everr
eivic ard cultural yrojects It is not compotitive with other
agencdes, tut enriches the work of sach, The scopo of any school
15 neager 4f the students sanset supplesent thelr reading beyond the
ong or two bosic texts, A child lacko an escontial growth in ocup

modern sorld I ho 45 out off from the intellsctual loaven of a

librayye Adult education, sini?d¥ly, becomes impossible without

rocourge to bookse The widgeawake citizen is crippled in the pwe

suit of his interest if ho canmot cheok his own emperience sgainst
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efforta to improve public libravy - and all library service =
ab overy levels Watﬁmmﬁimllml:aw-
and irdoed has o real stake « in seedng to 4t that owr people
have aceoss to that kind of comminity ldbwary service which g
qualitativo « that 1s, that kind of sorvice shioh mects standards
of excellenco as worked out by natiomal profossional bBodies - in
this instanco the Amerisen Idbrary Assoolation.

How does a good piblie library serve the educational nweds
of ita paople? The indivitual searching for a personal philosoply
wmem:mummmmmwwmﬁwma
urition by others who alse bave sought their omn personal
mmmmmmamtmmm,tmumwm.
thelr omn answorse Those men anl womon seeking an understanding of
the comunity 4n shich they live, ita soodal needs amd problams, its
goals anl 4ts possibilities es a rore desireble plase in vhich to

live and raise a fanily, find the library stocked with the best of
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able citizense Men of good will, in a vorld boset by crises and
tensions eriginating now in this part of the globe, now in that,
mmmwmmionmmmhmw
the well-filled shelvea of libraries.

Today's businessmn hes lesrned that for him, no loss than
for the seeker of culturs, either the lesal or regioms) libwary

has mch to offer. His mamufooturing deperiment calls regularly

for duta ebout MWMMWMMM
mum;muamwmmmmmm;mm

force joproves its skille thooush books on szlas technigues.

Pew industires and business firmg can support the rossarch libraries
neaded t6 supply them with all the factse, deta, statistios, and
studies requived to emable them to conplete muceasfully in todsy's
business worlde The library, with its cavefully assesbled mass of
business materdals ond its staff of librarians trained te know the

colleotion anl to search cut the needed factn, sorves sg the
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se that chovses €0 use $te

rescaych departmont for any busiy
ind as looal business uses the litrayy for the faots amd
statistics it noeds, it bocomes all the while more knouledgeabls,
more coupstitive, more swcessful, adding to the economin woalth
of its olty ant providing sore and botter jobs for its amployceg.
Thus doos the lilwary moke its contribution to the ssonomie life
of the cowntry, vo that it may grow aml in growing reach upward
to ney heighte of civie bettermant.
int thers is noree Today a young son mey be led cnto a
despor approcistion of art) tomorrow his nedgtbor may loawn how
o bulld an outdooy fiveplans. A worker facing vetirement my today
subark, with libravy books, on o now hobhys a housewife may tomorrow
be puided to an undeyatanding of modern psychologye An exeontive,
havapeed by confevences and deodaions, may at the end of the day

£ind woloomo S0lzee in o mystery story; tomorrow his wife may
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gain rolazation in reading & volume of light verse. The library
serves all these meeds, anl mors besides, lending its metcumtes
of thought and opinion and knowledge to the vhole man, develop

ing his many fecets and making of hinm a wore rounded pergon.

‘gentinued Page O
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But the library is not limited to services for adults. In publle
11Wm throughout the country, boys end glrls guided by children's
librarians are lesrning the manifold joys of reading. DPeginning with
the oldest fairy tales or the newest of picture btoskas and progressing
mwlwiung tales of yesterday or stories laid in the here
and now, they are drawmg {nspiretion for their own lives ard dreenming
drecns that sonedsy mey Just come true. ¥rom bilographies of yesterday'e
great men and women they are sainigg the coursge to reach for stars
theuselves. From books of sclence and from books about other lands and
other peoples they syre lesrning to undersbond more about the world arourd
thems From poetry and from the finest of litersture they are attaining
an apprecistion of the magle and beauty of words, knowledge thst will
" someday epable them o express thelr omn thoughts with dlstinction and
grace.

¥roo-the multitude of books in thelr libreries « both public libraries

end school librerics, for cur children need both « millions of boys and

girls sre beconing soquainted with this heritage of books sliich im theirs,
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and in doing so are bullding sound fourndations of character and mind
strong enough to face the adult world which will soon be theire. And
what ie pore important - they are having fun shile they read.

For adults, too, there is & varisty of progrems and setivities,
Some gather to participate in dizoussion groups, informslly exchanging
their views snd opinions on importent subjects of today. Others attend
showinge of the best in education films, st tires presented as part o
& series of foruss with diecusalion, at other times shown merely for their
own irherent values. Still other adulte are atiracted to the library
by an outetanding lecture. They join with their i:eighbara and newlyerade
friends in a series of music apprecistion concerts btullt a'rouﬁl the
library's collection of recordings, or tiey visit the lilrary to view
a noteworthy exhibit of art.

The longerange goals of school and public libraries sre the sane,
that is_, $o-help citizens beeo&e better informeé. The public library
héa a8 its longerange objectives (a) to educate and enrich 1ife, (b) to

provide an epportunity for l:lfeolm sducation, (¢} to provide occupationsl
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inforration, () to belp fulfil) the cbligations and meet the nNeedn of
constantly expsnding vistas of sotive minds,

'am.m‘ tumediste gools of the two types of libraries differ.
The school litwery supports a program of instruction and introduces
boys and girls to the jJoye and the valuer of resding. The community
library serves gllege groups with a nuch brosder and lsrger collection
of books. Therefore, personnsil, bock collections, physical freollities,
and programs of service will, of courss, diffey.

™hile the publie librery 1z perbaps more inforral in the provision
of its services, its use is volunbary; the school library terds tote
more formel, snd the uee made of it is more or less required,

in to phyeiesl facilities, the public libwery sust have & location
convenisnt for buey adulte, nesy traneportstion end highweys. It must
be inviting, relaxing, and confortable., It 12 well to havi s m.mm
entrance, cusily acceseible, It howrs of opening should be gonvenient
to the Mm. not closed during vecations, sfterncons end evenings.

The schocl library facility should be the hub of the schocl. It exists



- 12 -
to neet the need of the curriculum, therefore its bock collection is
geared to this important goal.

In providing zervice to children, the public library is & comunity
orgenizetion, serving children of every sge; inevery institution, as
well as reaching them through their perents. The public library has
an aly of informality with the ehild, Justs s it hus with theult., The
public litrary collection rust be selected with consideration given every
reading background, no matter how advanced or Petarded it may be. Thersfore,
the libwary end the achoel librayy differ in the provision of thie kind
of resders' guidsnca.

It ie clesr thet every unit of public library service will be
unable, on it own, to provide all these denirable metivitips. But thie
io the resson thet the federal and siate governments sre working out
programs « through joint effort end appropristions to help make sush
service aveilable to all the peoples Ve &re fortunste In Rhole Iem
to have énle;-gmiuum at the state level - Rublie Idbrary Services.
in. Bursl frecs, headed by an enthusiastic and devoted v&m, Eiss

mm“-”"‘“wm”mwa (thore vith fewer then
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10,000 pecple) supplesentary libeery service. Host of you know of the

excellent work of Mes Kyer's office in helping provide books thet
supplesent local litwary book collestions snd boaksobua sorvice that
hringaacol}.weimntbeobmmadgtotbmplm that do not have
arm-nosmn local library. In saddlition to book services, this
agency at the state level provides advies on such mattors as work with
chﬂd}'m, reference materials or o&m" specislized services.

In sédition to federal and stote iuterest in 11}313?
&avalapuqm, acbive roles ave being played bty aohnolg. Ia.uuages,v universities
and foundations. from University through its Fducation Department is
now pponsoring snd edninistering a sw of 1ibrary service in Rhode Island.
Professor Elner Re Szith sperked the program by securing funds from ke
Couneil on Lidbrary Kesources, s foundation opersting wnder a mnﬁ'er
the Ford Foundabion; charged with the investigetion of a variety of
Lftrary probless; e University has long been interested in commumity
affeirs especlally es they velate bo sducation., It is highly commendsble

thet s pan who s a nationally vecopnized authority in the £1eld of
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Mﬁicn, as Dr, Suith is, should assume this interest and responsibility, |
The project is being directed by John A. Rumphry, Divector of the City
Litrary in Springfield, Massschusetts, snd will be comploted in March of
1962, Ve all await with interest the findings end recommerdstions.
Included in the study will be an investigation of exinting
1ibrary services in the state, a review of current sethods of coordination
and setual mmmuxaﬁ in pew ways of integrating services. &
repart to be published st the conclusion of the study should be of
aselotence in other metropolitan sress where there 1s e desire to improve
library services in this way.
Tae tenner in which this study firet came intobeing sk
1tself an interesting one. On Mey 9, 1959, echool litrarisne in Rhode
" Ialmnd werednvited to the Droen Caspus to discuss ways in which the
secordary school librsry mipht be irproved s an educationsl force in
14ftiog instrusticnsl steadsrds, The mestisg T o o0 With & groving
popular appesl for mope rigorous study in the 130 schools, nore effective

fraining in subject metter for teschers, snd nore exphasis on book lesrning
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as opposed to other fypes of learning sctivities. The thene nf’_t.ho.
Conference was “A Better Library Mskes a Better Students 4 lock at
the faode Island Situation,” Hore then 75 scheol librarisns attended.

The daylong conference was designed only to dramatisze the
need for stronger sehool libraries in the state. It apparently was s
osonplete success as subsequent developments proved,

Jarred by disclosures mede during the cenference, fhode
Ielanders have been taking stock ever since. There ig every indication
that steps now bo’ingy teken in several gomounities and at the state level
will result in greatly isproved library service todudents in &xodo Ialent
sghoola. It is mmg&ng.aho to note plans shich have been completed
for the dbullding of new lidbraries 4t the Universily of Bhode Islsnd end
Rhode Island College ard the extensive additien in prospect for the John

Hay Library at Brown University. The likely establishzent of & sohool

of library Solence at the University of Fhede Ielond will further the

development of effesctive library programe in this state.
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A3 you can Ses, there is a dramstic new interest being |
expressed in libreries. FRhode Islend 1s going to move shesd! The
strong effort thet citizens of Narsmpuneett have pade %0 improve libwary
service loeally will be Joined by efforts in other Rhode Islond ecmmamnities.
The uilding shich we .arn dedicating today is tengible evidence of vhat
csn v aceomplished whon o clear objective is established and cltizens
gooperzte in its achlevement,

Tais delightful library which has been erected for ﬁze free
use of all the people in the corsunity in the pursuit of thelr intelleotual
apd recreational intercsts Is a tribute to wach and every one who had
¢ ghare in its deovelopment. This im another in the chain of nmore than
8,000 libraries which streteh soross this country - enother boacon which
gende forth its besv to help keep this notion s mation of free and

inforncd rens Is suything more important in these critical times,

I congmiulate YOO one and o1l and I thank you for the
honor you have bestowed on me in inviting me to make these remurks on

this impressive cceasion.



