
REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGARTY, REPRESENTATIVE SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, RHODE ISLAND AT THE DEDICATION OF THE 
Narragansett Library, Narragansett, R.I. on sunday, October 29,
AT 1:30 P.M.

I t  is  a g reat p riv ilege to  have an  opportun ity  to  partic i-

pate  in  the ded ication  o f th is sp lend id  lib rary  in  the tow n  o f 

N arragansett. A t a tim e w hen w e are told that our national 

survival depends on the success w ith w hich w e as a people rise 

to  ou r re sp o n sib ilitie s , it is  en co u rag in g  to  n o te  th is  fin e

exam ple of com m unity initiative. The hopes and aspirations of 

a free people are not secured by w ords and firm s resolves; they 

are achieved by deeds and specific actions. T his new  library 

is a  tribu te  no t on ly  to  your ab ility  to  cooperate  as a  com - 

m u n ity  in  th e  p ro v isio n  o f a n  e sse n tia l se rv ic e  to  c itize n s, 

i t  is a m ark of confidence in the pow er of education to secure 

our dem ocratic freedom s and our national future.

The report of the Com m ission on N ational G oals entitled 

"Goals for Americans," which by the way had the good fortune to 

have as its chairm an, one of R hode Island's distinguished educa- 

to rs, Dr. Henry M . W riston, President Emeritus of Brown, has
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m uch to say about the needs of our people. O ne brief passage 

f rom  the report says:

"The development of the individuals and the nation demand 

t hat E ducation at every level and in  every discipline be 

strengthened and its effectiveness enhanced... T he increase 

in population and the grow ing of the w ord add urgency." 

"Greater resources - private, corporate, municipal, state, 

and federal - m ust be m obilized. A  higher proportion of the  

gross national product m ust be devoted to the education of 

individuals. T h is is  a t o n ce an  in v estm en t in  th e  in d iv id u al,

in the dem ocratic process, in the grow th of the econom y, and 

in  th e  sta tu re  o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes."

O ne f the first tasks of A m erican E ducation is to  produce  

w ell-rounded, cultured, and intellectually m ature citizens w ho

are capable of exercising good judgment upon the great problems

confronting our society. A s the educational agency w hich provides



the m eans for the continued self-education of our citizens, our

public libraries must be supported with the means adequate to 

t he needs of a new era.
As the Nation and the States m ove to strengthen the educa- 

t ional foundations of our security and freedom, it is imperative 

th a t t he country 's need  for lib raries and  their serv ices be 

f ully recognized and adequate provision be made for their support.
In  a sense a  lib rary  is yeast fo r a ll the w orthw hile  life  o f  

a coun try . Its serv ices are  supp lem entary  and  illum ine every

civic and cultural project. It is not competitive with other 

agencies, but enriches the work of each. The scope of any school 

i s  m eager if the students cannot supplem ent their reading beyond the 

one or tw o basic texts. A  child  lacks an  essential grow th in  our 

m odern w orld if he is cut off from  the intellectual leaven of a  

library. A dult education, sim ilarly, becom es im possible w ithout 

recourse to  books. T he w ide-aw ake citizen is cripple in  the pur- 

suit of his interest if he cannot check his ow n experience against
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t hat the federal governm ent is in terested  in  participating  in

e ffo rts  to  im p ro v e  p u b lic  lib ra ry  - an d  a ll lib ra ry  se rv ic e -

a t  ev ery  lev el. G o v ern m en t a t th e  n atio n a l lev el is in te rested  

- and indeed has a real stake - in seeing to it that our people

have access to that kind of community library service which is

qualita tive - that is, that k ind  o f serv ice w h ich  m eets standards 

of excellence as w orked out by national professional bodies - in

this instance the A m erican L ibrary A ssociation.

H ow  does a good public library serve the educational needs

of its people? The individual searching for a personal philosophy

of l i f e  can  find  w ith in  the public  lib rary  the basic gu idelines 

w ritten by others w ho also have sought their ow n personal 

philosophies and set dow n their ow n doubts, their ow n questionings, 

their own answers. Those men and women seeking an understanding of 

the com m unity in w hich they live, its social needs and problem s, its 

goals and its possibilities as a m ore desirable place in which to 

l i ve and  raise  a fam ily , find  the lib rary  stocked  w ith  the best o f



current thinking to aid them in becoming better, more knowledge-

able c it izens. Men of good will, in a world beset by crises and 

tensions originating now in this part of the globe, now in that,  
become acquainted with their fellowmen in other lands through 
the will-filled shelves of libraries. 

Today's businessman has learned that for him, no less than 

for the seeker of culture, either the local or regional library 

has much to offer. His manufacturing department calls regularly 

for data about new technological trends; his advertising staff 
makes repeated use of the library's picture files; his sales 

force improves its skills through books on sales techniques.
Few industries and business firms can support the research libraries 
needed to supply them with all the facts, data, statistics, and  
studies required to enable them to complete successfully in today's
business world. The library, with its carefully assembled mass of 
business materials and its staff of librarians trained to know the 

collection and to search out the needed facts, serves as the

- 6 -



research department for any business that chooses to use it.
A nd  as local business uses the library  for the facts and 

statistics it needs, it becom es all the w hile m ore know ledgeable, 

more competitive, more successful, adding to the economic wealth

of its city and providing m ore and better jobs for its em ployees.

Thus does the library m ake its contributions to the econom ic life

of the country, so that it may grow and in growing reach upward

to new heights of civic betterment.

And there is more. Today a young man may be led on to a  

deeper appreciation of art; tomorrow his neighbor may learn how 

to  build an outdoor fireplace. A worker facing retirement may today 
embark, with library books, on a new hobby; a housewife may tomorrow 

be guided to an understanding of modern psychology. An executive, 

harassed by conferences and decisions, may at the end of the day 

find welcome solace in a mystery story; tomorrow his wife may
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gain relaxation in reading a volum e of light verse. The library

serves all these needs, and more besides, lending its resources

of thought and opinion and knowledge to the whole man, develop- 

ing his many facets and making of him a more rounded person.

continued Page 9
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B ut the lib rary  is no t lim ited  to  serv ices fo r adu lts. In  pub lic  

libraries throughout the country, boys and girls guided by children's 

l ib rarians are learning the manifold joys of reading. Beginning with 

the oldest fairy tales or the newest of picture books and progressing 

onw ard through exciting tales of yesterday or stories laid in the here 

and now, they are drawing inspiration for their own lives and dreaming

dreams that someday may just come true. From biographies of yesterday's 

great men and women they are gaining the courage to reach for stars

t hemselves. From books of sciences and from books about other lands and 

other peoples they are learning to understand more about the world around

them . From  poetry and from  the finest of literature they are attaining 

an appreciation of the magic and beauty of words, knowledge that will 

someday enable them to express their own thoughts with distinction and 

grace.

F rom  the m ultitude of book in  their libraries - both  public libraries 

and school libraries, for our children need both - millions of boys and  

g ir ls are becoming acquainted with this heritage of books which is theirs, 
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and in doing so are building sound foundations of character and mind 

strong enough to face the adult world which will soon be theirs. And 

what is more important - they are having fun while they read.

For adults, too, there is a variety of programs and activities. 

Some gather to participate in discussion groups, informally exchanging 

their views and opinions on important subjects of today. Others attend 

showings of the best in education films, at times presented as part of 

a series of forums with discussion, at other times shown merely for their 

own inherent values. Still other adults are attracted to the library 

by an outstanding lecture. They join with their neighbors and newly-made 

friends in a series of music appreciation concerts built around the  

l i brary's collection of recordings, or they visit the library to view 

a noteworthy exhibit of art. 

The long-range goals of school and public libraries are the same, 

that is , to help citizens become better informed. The public library 

has as its long-range objectives (a) to educate and enrich life, (b) to  

provide an opportunity for life-long education, (c) to provide occupational
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information, (d) to help fulfill the obligations and meet the needs of 

constantly expanding vistas of active minds.

However, the immediate goals of the two types of libraries differ. 

The school library supports a program of instruction and introduces 

boys and girls to  the joys and values of reading. The com m unity  

library serves all age groups with a much broader and larger collection 

of books. Therefore, personnel, book collections, physical facilities,

and program s of service w ill, or course, differ.

W hile the public library is perhaps more informal in the provision 

o f its services, its use is voluntary; the school library  tends to  be  

more formal, and the use made of it is more or less required.

As to  physical facilities, the public library m ust have a location 

convenient for busy adults, near transportation and highways. It must 

be inviting, relaxing, and com fortable. It is w ell to  have a ground floor

entrance, easily accessible. It hours of opening should be convenient 

to  t he public, not closed during vacations, afternoons and evenings.

The school library  facility  should  be the hub of the school. It ex ists
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to meet the need of the curriculum, therefore its book collection is

geared to this important goal.

In providing service to children, the public library is a community

organization, serving children of every age, in every institution, as  

well as reaching them through their parents. The public library has 

an air of informality with the child, just as it has with the adult. The 

public library collection must be selected with consideration given every

reading background, no m atter how advanced or retarded it m ay be. Therefore,  

the lib ra ry  and  the schoo l lib rary  d iffer in  the p rov ision  o f th is k ind  

of readers' gu idance.

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  e v e r y  u n i t e  o f  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  

service will be unable,  on it own, to provide all these desirable activities. But this

i s the reason that the federal and state governments are working out

programs - through joint effort and appropriations to help make such

service available to all the people. W e are fortunate in Rhode Island

to have an organization at the state level - Public Library Services

in Rural Areas, headed by an enthusiastic and devoted worker, Miss

E l i z a b e t h  G .  M y e r  -  t o  b r i n g  t o  r u r a l  areas (those with fewer than



10,000 people) supplementary library service. Most of you know of the 

excellent work of Miss Myer's office in helping provide books that 

supplement local library book collections and bookmobile service that 

brings a collection of books on w heels to those places that do not 

have or are not near a local library. In addition to book services, this 

agency at the state level provides advice on such matters as work with 

children, reference materials or other specialized services.

In addition to federal and states interest in library 

development, active roles are being played by schools, colleges, universities 

and foundations. Brown University through its Education Department is

now sponsoring and administering a study of library service in Rhode Island. 

Professor Elmer R. Smith sparked the program by securing funds from the 

Council on Library Resources, a foundation operating under a grant of

the Ford Foundation, charge with the investigation of a variety of 

library problems: The University has long been interested in community

affairs especially as they relate to education. It is highly commendable 

that a m an who is a nationally recognized authority in the field of
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education, as Dr. Smith is, should assume this interest and responsibility. 

The project is being directed by John A. Humphry, Director of the City 

Library in Springfield, Massachusetts, and will be completed in March of 

1962. We all await with interest the findings and recommendations.

Included in the study will be an investigation of existing 

library services in the state, a review of current m ethods of coordination 

and actual experimentation in new ways of integrating services. A  

report to be published at the conclusion of the study should be of

assistance in other metropolitan areas where there is a desire to improve 

l i b rary  serv ices in  th is w ay .

The manner in which this study first came into being is in  

itself an interesting once. On May 9, 1959, school librarians in Rhode 

Island were invited to the Brown Campus to discuss ways in which the

secondary school library might be improved as an educational force in 

liftin g  instructional standards. The meeting coincided with a growing

popular appeal for more rigorous study in the high schools, more effective 

training in subject matter for teachers, and more emphasis on book learning
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as opposed  to  o ther types o f learn ing  activ ities. T he them  o f the  

Conference w as "A  Better Library M akes a Better Student: A  look at 

the R hode Island Situation." M ore than 75 school librarians attended. 

The daylong conference was designed only to dramatize the 

n eed  fo r stro n g er sch o o l lib raries  in  th e  sta te . It ap p aren tly  w as a

complete success as subsequent developments proved.

Jarred by disclosures made during the conference, Rhode 

Islanders have been taking stock ever since. There is every indication 

that steps now being taken in several communities and at the state level

w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  t o  s t u d e n t s  i n  R h o d e  I s l a n d  

schools. It is encouraging also to note plans which have been completed 

for the building of new libraries at the University of Rhode Island and 

Rhode Island College and the extensive addition in prospect for the John

Hay Library at Brown University. The likely establishment of a school 

of library science at the University of Rhode Island will further the

developm ent of effective library program s in this state.



As you can see, there is a dram atic new interest being

expressed in  libraries. R hode Island is going to  m ove ahead! T he 

strong effort that citizens of N arragansett have m ade to im prove library 

service locally w ill be joined by efforts in other R hode Island com m unities.

The building w hich w e are dedicating today is tangible evidence of w hat 

can be accom plished when a clear objective is established and citizens

cooperate in its achievement.

T his delightful library  w hich has been erected for the free 

u se  o f a ll the  peop le  in  the  com m unity  in  the  pu rsu it o f their in tellectual 

and recreational in terests is a tribute to  each and every one w ho had 

a share in  its developm ent. T his is another in  the chain  of m ore than  

8,000 libraries w hich stretch across this country - another beacon w hich 

sends fo rth  its beam  to  help  keep  th is nation  a  nation  o f free and  

i nform ed m en. Is anything m ore im portant in these critical tim es.

I congratulate you one and all and I thank you for the 

honor you have bestowed on me in inviting me to make these remarks on

this impressive occasion.
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