I rise *o pav tribute to a member of thia Houee whole

- i’t thtl ,,,y ,eﬂ.nv rgbg w*nq +he higheat award that a Univereity

_can.confer--an HonorarV'ﬁegree of Doctor of Humanitiea

Receivrng the awa’d ie the Honorable Michael J Kirwan-‘

_of Ohio--the man we alx-know af‘e tionately as 'Iike' Kirwan; but

bt the_presentation to-the Gentieman ‘rom Ohio doea ua all honor.iAInd_a“

'7rfafaenae“it‘ia the House-of Representatives and the American Iay of

";irLife which are hono'ed by the award to Congressmen Kirwan._'

Thia award expresaea Democracy as it is practiced in our

% country i Congressman Kir-an waa born in Pennaylvania of working folkjf
iand at the age of seven was empioved in the coal minea of that

pState. At that tender age ne waa already a -ember of the liner'e.i*"

T o

'i He waa a breaker boy picxing alag in the ninea."uor,:n;:: ,

| ”fiinportant he was an agi;e, faat runner and hia taek in the Iine

o5

"Workers' Union was *o act as messenger to let the ne-bera know vhere :;
;pftheir neetings were to be nerd "*his waa neceasary becauae the Coal ﬂ{
'[operators of that oav -ere aler* for any opportunity to break up

':union organization meetinga with ciab and gun

kae, the'"reaker boy,,the union meseenger of the turn of

’ffthe Cen*ury 1: nou a Congresenan being honored -ith > deqree of
1{¥Doctor of Huuanities This is a neaaura of how far we have cone

*Tfin our search for understanding between thoae vho -ork for and thoae ;i



Sad ) kifﬁan'

, who manage indusﬁ:y--afnrtherance aidpd‘i-noasurnblyfbynen-liko
Mike Kirwan, And’ongrednnan Kirwan'hns ncvor-forgottnn‘his~union-
."background for todav he still pays union dues and has paid them
without a break since boyhood f
| Congressman Kirwan ucnt no furthcr in school than third
~ grade, Yet today Mike Kirwan is an cducatod nan--nducatod by his
~ own éfforts--pullcd up, if you will, by his own boot straps, and today
v‘the boy who never saw séhool frou the ago of ninc W rccoivﬁ a
Degreo of Doctor of Humanitios--as Dr s Stauffor lilkos, Prcsidcnt
' of Oklahoma City University, statod in announcing thc avard: "The
':f highest honor this institution-can confer.® Ihi:, too,,it a -5.:-:. -
:  of the pregress made in Ancrica. | .4. | i | | v
| Congressnan Kirwan is a Ronan Catholic and thc Univorsity
;?that does him honor is a Mothoditt Uuivcrsity;x I thiak this barc
'.'statonent Lllustra Les. tho troncndous otridcs Ild. in our latinn in
:the fiold of relig ous tolcranco... : | o
 These items would be rogirdod as p:radoxical in any other
-ciVilizatianAthat the world has known, Yot in A-orica--in our country--”

 thev 3ré normal Pcrhaps too often, wc fail to r.alizo how far we

' nvhave come and only when our friond thc Gontlo-an erl Ohio, has

‘A, such an honor conferred upon hi- do wo :00 a yard&tick appliod to
progressh 3 .p:j Qn-rf  " i | _n e ~.'. %

e Mr Sp-ul3¥~ why did tho Oklahona~City Univarsity single “
'out Congressman Kirwan for this signal honor? | | .  ' W
; | In -y officc I havc a ncwspap.r -hich takot four colunns of

g n'typc to toll Tho Congrostional Rocord -ight bo a bottor ttltilouial
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add 2 kirwan

ii Those of us who havo‘had'the.privilege of collaborafing with/Conqrqgcfii
-aniKirqu'ovqr tho.23 years he has been a member of this body cbnld'i:'i
'ftottifv,ai'to chapter jnd verse, " PaTyt Bl NN -.{Vﬁ [lbii;é
| Lot me cite only a few of the accbnplishmoats of Congrcssn&n_i%?
fKir'an over the 70::3 which have brought him this recognition. . Okla-fpﬁff
ihono>City Univcr;ity in conferring this degree -cntionpd,a-ong -iﬁi.p G i
~ other fhipgsi Cphgrdss-dn Kirwan's coptribution to.the welfare of
f-7th. American Indian." & - S
' Ty Only rocontly tho Christian Century pointed ent that th0
| iAn.rican Indian is outnumbered 400 to 1 and attains a very low .'ﬁ _
1fgpriority on tho tcale of our soclal activities, Of all of tho nilor-
_:ititt in this land of ninoritios the Indian has tho poorost hoalth
T~:th0~1.!lt opportnnity for education and occupics the bottou of tho
 poc0n0-ic hoap. 4 | S
| | But Congressnan Kirwan. with a true Irish lovo for the
piundordog; has chaupioned the Indian's cause. When a novc 'at ladp :
3 fto cut the appropriation for education and weifare of tho Iadians ~p3‘;*j
?p.in thc 1959 budqct becauso of military emergencies, Congrcssian o
iy Kirwan :aid, and thic, too, is a mcasure of his davotion to nankind, ]fff;
-ﬁ'!vcry tino we start to do something for the Indisns some sort of
'p&an oncrgency cznos along and thoir fund:.go cut the vindou. L
s lx Sp‘ahor 2 rononbor on one occasion our colloaguo
ﬁ{itold this ﬁouso that 'No a-ount of nonoy can wipe away tho thano of ”
pp?thowaythis~ﬁation has treated thc Indians--but moncy -puld hclp. ”fii;@
Sinco Congrcssnan Kirwan bec ame chairnan of tho subco.nittOCngﬁ

7i‘!hich handlos aPProprintions for Indian Affairs in 1948 more Indiaulfﬁffﬁf




‘add‘ 3' kirvaa

; ".yurs vill pnv:ldc clnom-', bu”, ”m and Oth.r facil “ snd
2 "11"" "‘1'7 1“' tn child to atto-d schol T

~-:‘:,‘K1rwan'c ln.uity.-,_ e

s 8 Thoro aro -ay nhcn

’at longth bccuu it uluu-m mgim' o Love of

' mankind, But think of the mﬂts un«u by ol A—ruu .
“citizona by his cf{.ttt.,_  SELE S e R .' AR

e | sinco Cngronla Kluu bom hil f 1ﬂt t- mtoct tll “"1

i uturtl rumcn of tho latla, c.uro“ hu votod nirly thtn

A .__qurtcrs o{ 8 billioa donm fox thc lctional Pu'h lmiu. .1_;'

"'.___-‘.1111“ will q«tuum ajoynnt ..d mtocua lrc- our
o " w 'tho uclpiut U( tul .u:l fn- Othho-.‘

3 ghis
i

tity Univnnity hu “ho 1mtmb.u amuo t. mkild by hh .‘ i




add 4 ki}van

:.Hungry Horse'Damin'Montana atetestimonialvto his viiion. 'fhoré
aro.other-such*testinohials just‘as mignificont |
Yet in almost every casc the projocts he has had the

 vision‘to pross havc been national in concept--for Congxossnan
 Kirwan believes that what hclps America helps all. A-cricans.
| I could cite other things his rocord of insistcncolon
:“;uino safcty, which has aidod 1n roducing mine caoualtio:--a slbjcct
 ‘d0ar to Kirwan's heart His record on land -anagcnont--tho roccrd

on tinber consorvation, his record 1n holpinq build up the Fish

“and lildlife Service._ T o

All of these things havo advanccd thc cause cf nankind

in ohr lation; thoy have nade lifo casior,'safor, noro pltasant, and
'oco;oaically more bumﬁiful for millions upon nillions of Americans.
 And in doing 0 he has'*efloctod ‘great credit on the House of Repre-
| scntat1ves for wha* he has sought wc, ia the Houso of ROthtQﬂtltiV."
| 'and in the other House a8 woll have patscd 'c have holpod our
» Country and ourselves in followirg thc loador:hip of this dodicatod
man, i ‘._ Ry " | i |
| Mr Sp.nh-. Congro:;uan Kirwan 1: boing honorod in Oklahola;»
 f I am proud to do hiu honor hcre in thc Honso of lQprctcntativcs -
’~. -h1ch he lovos so wcll for he has a dtep and abiding affoction for |
this Hou:c and the ucubcrs of 1t Ylt the aoasuro of tho uau 119: f  "
 '[,in thc humility with which ho accopts this honGr.; Ho told a r!portcr' f
}f; who intcrviewed hin:_*a >‘  AT ‘ '. '_ "‘ ,‘ 3 “j'”
: - ‘ .“ .I an an honornry chiof of fivc Indiaa tribol in'Okllho-n} _{;
i guo:c bcing a Doctor won't hutt that ' *? G e Ean O




add 5 Kirwan | nd e Bt ;

angrossnan”xir-anjhas come far from being a broakcr boy :j
pickihg sllq.invtho ninoo.' I am proud to serve with him in this ijj
House and to call him friend, for in my judgment, this man merits ik

o >
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| the adjoctivo 'grcat' and ho 111uotratoo, bcttor than -ost tho
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-‘groatnos: of the do-ocratic sytto- uhich producod hi-.
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