It is indeed an honor to be with you this morning

~and to join with my brothers of the An

dans and our Sisters of the L

roaching feast of the National Apostle

of the land of our fathers - the great saint Patrick.

mxy that féast must rank unigue mm
festivals of the world. It is probably the oldest of

its kind, for the Irish Nation, and its sons and

daughters, have celebrated it consistently and con-
tinueusly fram year to year for mow well nigh on 1500
years. This is no local festival honored in a small

island off the west coast of Burope, No, it is a feastday

'marked with solemnity and attended with rejoicing throughout



_the length and breadth of this planet of our:

~ and in whatever corner of the globe the sons and daughters

4 the Gael have in their great dis

&m. and a haven. It is a d - or rather it is a season -~

viedged and welcomed by people of all nationalities

mmyem - and is it not characteristic of the warm-

hearted generosity of the Celt that the Irish people in

~ of this glad day all to themselves? Instead, they rejoice

artake of the happiness, and join in the

1 of the seventeeh of

mezmmmﬂmwummmmm



ipek ~ world over millions upon millions of thoughts center

' of Irish birth - all of Irish blood and heritage, on

hores of th his Savor a and predéstined land

. of America - a land which for so long was indeed a ) #)

~ of promise for the sons of St. Patrick in their days of

the significance in time and ineternity of the gloric

~ Apostle of Ireland ' of whom it has been said that he

which the Saint so fimly implanted in

 centuries ago. The strong emotions that each one of us
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ws Of our ancestors over the years.

ind and mwmz. mu America we can say with

mmgym the x:m ml.c in the development of

 ome. Out of the sweat of their brow successive Irish

ions have studded our country with works that

m mgpt God M¢£M fellownen; with =

 0f our country, in its




whearts of mill | ions oﬁ men and wowmen in new

g from the colonial stage.

At home, oo, mmmum goes on and the pressurés

 of naterialism mount around

In that conflict the faith anddevotion of Anerica‘s

 citizens of Irish origin provide an abiding source of

A s rounded upon f£ixed principles of

bled by a true sease of the limitations of

: man's na ure, nliahten W the truths of m&m. the

" Irish mind seeks o put all things in their true and proper

order under God. Out of that proper order, that habit of



th that is so vital to our endur

the modern war of nerves, maw.y battle for the souls

 side by side with our own United States, Ireland

-- u mm fight mme sm's insidious

enslave the mind of all humanity. I refer, of i

‘course, to the vast missienary endeavor that is one of

‘little Ireland's biggest contributions to mankind.

 lLast year almost one thousand Irish missionaries,

_priests, nuns and brothers went to the mission fields of

. Africa and Asia. They are teachers, doctors and nurses to

 staff schools, hospitals, training centers of many kinds in

iitive areas, in which at present 15,000 other Irish



~ of the work involved in all this. It goes on every minute |

{ntaining the same number of lay men and WORen in

the um arcas m&ﬂ run, I am sure, m not less thar

are maintained by a country of 3 million people with a

per capita income one fifth that of the United states.

- o8 mention this single mh of Irish interna

~ activity because so few of us think about it, and because

it is so charact ristic of the great-heartedness

045 Irish people. The peoples of mu, of Ghana, of Korea




ankind. Once Ireland led a great cultural
 and spiritual revival as the early Middle Ages emerged from

{an inva ¢ sions. Still :l.n the world

v Mﬂu ptu\etam 0! mm Mm». but out of a

mm and strong Ireland of the future, another great

3 ;g m em; o me m«t in mam occupation with our

blems here we may have permitted our relations with



Ireland, M great motherland of the mw:m millions,

0 have become remote and nebulous. If that is the case,

it is a calamity that it sho 1d continue for we can only

impverish urselves thereby. Think for a bit how meager

_ has been sen the contribution to Ireland from the world at

" How strange it is, that this land that sent her

m n s01 sre to the defense oOf every stricken nation

canada and the United states felt the rallying force of

 the Irish volunteer in every fight for freedom; and more,

ston felt not only the power of Irish manhood in

stal Army, but the might of important financial

butions when they were needed most.



 is the description ﬂmwm péet. to the little hm ‘ -

ik s e i i
: m without adequate arms wm’m povE 4s every-
- mmc. zich in the justness of ite cause, r!.é in the

. spirit of its patrio

_rich in the teachings and prayers of Saint Patricks and



aw, as it were, for a moment into times

shman, sacrificing his hopes and his life on

. the altar of his country."




BT

© lived; whose proud spirit mo power ican over conquer,

| "1f I were a poet, I would melt theworld to

~ heart of humanity with the mournful history of Irela

~ the vose into garlands of glory for the Smerald Isle,
the land atmtrnm memories; the cradle of hexoes;

the nursery of liberty."

| Mcl.y these sentiments, so eloguently e:

month of Patrick, let us in whose veins flow the blood of

uch & chord in the heart of every



. fruition in our day that solemn but long deferred hope of

seration of Irishmen - - “That all of




