
OF RHODE ISLAND TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH
AND SAFETY OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON INTERSTATE

AND FOREIGN COMMERCE IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 6325
AND HR 6871 ON JUNE 24, 1959.

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Subcommittee:

I w ish to be counted am ong the several

members of the Congress who are strongly in

sidering today.  I commend you, Mr. Chairman,

for seeing to  it that H .R . 6325 an d  H .R . 6871

are taken  u p  at th e sam e tim e.  T h is is m ost

appropriate and practical because, together,

these bills go straight to the heart of a

trained personnel in Federal, State and local

P a ssa g e  o f  o n e  o f  th e se  b ills  a lo n e

w ill not solve the problem .  A doption of the 

essential provisions of both bills by the 86th

Congress will constitute a long step toward

solution.  I would like to re-emphasize this

point, M r. Chairm an, because I believe i t  i s
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basic to these deliberations.  Together, those
measures provide for the two essentials of

successful public health traineeship program.
One essential is trainees - physicians, dentists,

specialists willing to receive instruction for

c a re e r s  in  p u b lic  h e a lth .  A ss ir a n c e  o f a  c o n -

tin u in g  su p p ly  o f tra in ees w ill b e  p ro v id ed  in

H.R. 6325 renewing the Health Amendments Act of

1 9 5 6 .  T h e  o th e r e sse n tia l is  tra in in g  in stitu tio n s,

numerous enough and well enough staffed and equipped

t o  g i v e  t h e m  a d e q u a t e  i n s t r u c t i o n .   T h e  n e c e s s a r y

strengthening of existing institutions in the

public health field and assistance in the establish-ment of much-needed new schools of public health

are provided in H.R. Thus, these two equally

important measures go hand in hand, complementing
each other indispensably.

It is gratifying to me, Mr. Chairman, that

you and the other distinguished sponsors of H .R . 6871

6871.
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a n d  r e l a t e d  b i l l s  h a v e  n o t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  c o n -

struction of additional teaching facilities by
the schools of public health is an absolute

p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  a n y  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n

student enrollment.  Overcrowding of the schools

by students at present enrollment levels is a
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n ,  w h e n  w e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  

o n l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  t r a i n e e -

s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d ,  w e  c o u l d  d o u b le

the of trainees.  On the other hand, there
in a real question of whether the schools would 
have room for them.  As Chairman of the Appropriations

dealing with the Public health Service
budget, I have become keenly aware of this space 
problem which is also acutely present in medical 
and dental schools. I have, thorefore, introduced
H.R. 6906 w hich w ould authorize m atching construction  

g ra n ts , n o t  o n ly  fo r  e x is tin g  s c h o o ls  to  a d d  to  th e ir

physical facilites, but also for new which
should be established as another means of increasing

the supply of physicians, dentists and public health

number

Subcommittee

schools
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specialists.  I hope that this overall approach
will be considered by the 86th Congress in orderto stimulate the building of urgently-needed

m e d ic a l, d e n ta l a n d  p u b lic  h e a lth  s c h o o ls .

health in this respect have been clearly defined

by the National Conference on Public H e a l t h
Training and it is fitting that provision for

helping to meet these needs should be included
in  a  b ill th a t a im s  to  im p le m e n t th e  C o n fe re n c e

recommendations. Having recently returned from the World

Health Assembly in Geneva, I am more impressed
than ever with the need for strengthening and

expanding public health training programs as a 
basis for extending research efforts in the

laboratory and in the field.  In fact, the ultimate

s u c c e s s  o f th e  "H e a lth  fo r P e a c e " e ffo rts  w h ic h  is

the subject of H.J. Res 370 referred to this Sub-
 

committee, will depend on the availablility of



American and foreign health experts with 
advanced training such as the accredited
schools of public health in this country can

provide, if adequately financed. As the sponsor 

hopeful that, concurrently with its enactment 
into law by the 86th Congress, there be enacted
l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c h  a s  H . R .  

6 3 2 5  a n d  H . R .  6 8 7 1  t o  

assure an increase in the number of trained 

public health personnel for service in this 

country and abroad in furtherance of U.S. 
foreign policy throughout the free world.

committee, you have before you two soundly-
conceived measures which represent the thinking

and considered views of our nation's public health
leaders as to what is needed to safeguard the health

of our citizens and also, as I have indicated, to

a m b a s sa d o rs .  I u rg e  y o u  to  a c c e p t  th e se  re c o m m e n d a -

tions by acting favorably on H.R. 6325 and H.R. 6871. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to testify.


