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deay. the National Library ot Hedicina bt;ins a naw ohapter in its-

l35~year‘h18tery.‘ During this poried o! txm., it haa progrosscd frun a

"Fahilt'ef beeks in th¢ effice a! tha &rmy Surgeon.Genorul te what many now

'ecnsidar to be the groatest cellastioa;of mcdiaal literatura in the world.

| Tha foraaightodnoss of.ita laaders and the faithful devotion to duty
e 01 its ff“ikfians, rtscanehcts, clerks, and the many other apacialinethf
‘»;ita ata1f, have catablishaﬁ a traditlon,ot strviea that doaervoa hisheat

_;: cammaa4ation, -

oks
w

Thnsl of us in.Congrass who haw! had an;opportunity te know tho ac-
 - aomplishmcnts of tha Natienal Libnary ot thiaiat - aaeomplishmenta often
 'achiev¢d under'the most trying of eirounatanmea -~ are ospocially mindful
~-o£ the vital relo-af tha Library 1n the haalth advanees that hav0 been :

uaehiavod by this Naticn‘ |

Th&a !ito - adjaaent to thn National NaVal Hedical Center, noar the

~',7' wwaltar”Rnod Army Medical Cantnr and 0th¢r graat nedical institutions in this

‘ *farta, and 1ocatea oa,th- gronnds of thia natienal rca-aren centor - will
'pravidc an.unuaually farerablt stttiaa fer vmntinued service to the modical.
'f' bio1ogical, and bohavieral sciances.i~9’ . o

Scionce, if it 1s to be healthy itaelx, mnat be able to aurmount its

;: <fwobstaolea. pcssaas mcmary of thb naat awaronasn of the present and predic-

1 t1en ef tht futaro. Tho dffectivt library cun holp uerviee theas roqnire—

: men&a by anpplmins the memory o!‘the thinga that have boen done, makins



a§ailablc kébwlcdge of present abcqmplishmenta,fand acting as a communicator
~ for ali éiseiplinés of soionaa. |

This ¢auntry haa nadc tremonﬂaus ¢eiantific gaina 1n tha past score ;
~“IAf.:fyua,x-a‘. Thnse gains havc not been aahicvad by hapgenatanco; they havc |
 ?heen aehiaved lnrg.ly as a reanlt of 1ncreascd auppart of studien into the

| .majer problemu that eanfront ua; thoy have bten,achiavod thraugh bold, new
}prngrams to innrease the national pool of qpeeially trained seientista; and
they have bcen aehiavod through apoeial cftarts to expand and nodaruizo the

facilitiea ter reaitrch and ethnr hsalth uses.

:'?Aaﬂéll df you kmow;ot ceurno; abra riaearch is being eondﬁot.d in
 thin eeuntry today than at aay timo in.ita history. As a r&sult, thousands
“upon thcnannds of oxporinanﬁa are bcing eonductcd and the resnlta are being
publiuhcd. Hew‘mcthadn and toahniques are btins ttuted ‘and asain-thc results
are hcing'publiahed - New jaurnaln aad othnr aciontific publications are

~beins craatad» &nﬁ awelling thii unprecedentcd rlcw of acientifio literature

; _are scores of new types af "unpumnnd" Sibesinisi useriil that must be

i_ea&alogtéaaad~aadQ~availabLQ_to,tha scientif;g equmunitx.

The figuroa'that atteat to this expansicn are dramaxic indeed. Accord-
| ins to th. Hational scienzo Fbundatioa, thcra were some 1.3@@ scientific
and tochnical journaln yubliahsd in the Bnited Statca 1n 1920 - In 1957, the

aouparablc nnmbqr was almost 4,000. Tha innreaaing rate of aciontifia com-

, uf\ uunieatian.has baen.parallelcd by thn nmmbcrn of antivo Ph.Df-lovel aeien~

*'"ts.m, wmm raaks hm mpmioa ;tm 5,000 m 192.0 to 64. in 1957.
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| | Theso faqta aro but a amall inaieator~of tha—tremondaua impact npon
 our librariea of an oxpanding scientifie effort; Acquisitions, reference
"aaarehoa, indexing, catalaging, and proceaaing are but a few of the tasks
”inxolved in.an incrtasingly Gaaplox library ayntnm. Tnday, the problcms of
| atarase, rctrieval of publiahod and.uapublighad informationh prncesaing of -
””:data, speud: dissemination.af requir&d in!armatieu. tranalatlen, are among
.cha challengns that facc the grnat institntion‘that is to eccuy: this ground.

: _ I an certain‘that the Ratienal‘Library of Modiainc will not only meet
-thaae challangau. but that it will alsa eonxinnc to provide loadarahip for the
:'entirn-seientifie library field. w: are asaured that. thia new building will ‘
.provida all of tha nscessary faailitiaa for a aeientific library aetivity.
'*But I beli¢v¢ thae the futurt success ot thin national resource -- as it has
A':'in tha paat - wili deaad upon the paaplo~wh¢ come here te do the work. It‘
itho officiala and;athcr cmpleyeas who occupy this neu building eantinua the

‘,high tradition~of publie -service establinhnd by thnir pradecesaora¢ then tht

i%“fvgﬁfuturo of eha Hation;l Lihrary of Nedieine Vi il ““”“r'a’-'



