SPEECH AT SO. KINGSTOMN CH OF COMIERCE ANNL 1 DNR. M'G. , BIKS HOME
mm*mm, SEPT 24, 1959 | |

xons ’POR m OF OWRQE TALK
- ummm. m ISM |
e | | Mﬁy-»m ymt ago. um mk. the Great Hurricane of
i ‘Suptcnm 21. 1938 usmxz the Rhodo Island coast wﬂeally without
iarning Kunduda of uvu vere lant. thousands of cettagu and homes

waro dg;trq'd h’ ﬂood watm. and th. Meda Iuland utorfmnt and

: : " _;_‘huchu won w ana omdod bvond mmﬁtien. Py
| A‘baut ﬂ.ﬁ yeoars ao amther great hurrimo st mak the

i &0@0 IM coast in Mﬂ 1954. Althm thh hn.n'ime was not as

swm as tho am m 1938. wl to proparty on the South Gmmty shores
of nhoao Island h-m ‘been. qmuua at more than $11,000,000,
Bomcaiung thc mat loas of ltfe and damages from hurrieama. |
1 mpportd tho mrvvt by tho Garpl of mmors. which Oongrou
mthors.soa to doﬂn pmmm and wanonteai mo ef prevcnting lou
a:f lmm u.vn m w to propam w mns of sea walla. _dam. |
brakxatan. wa.mtns om&au and other mmt whieh aﬁght be required,
i The fm'b prosnt mthoriud tmder the new cmgrouioml law
'_ : ima fer pratoetian ef Praﬂdomo vho:n abant m.oeo. of flood é.mga
| " occurrod 11: 1955 Wn preupth mrepﬂatod money for d.um of
'thu $18 000.000 projact. 80 wmut %o tha aumu ecanow of Rhode
s Iahmd Geuatmctim planc ana lpwiﬁcaﬂm are now baing propurod hy
- 'th. Corps of Enginnrs. assisted by two Ehode xqm engineering firms,
. 80 that oonatmetzcm m bo tn!.tutod in 1961 Tho rodom}. Government
- will bear 70 pnwont of the mal em of thh project muo sm., Gity

s .aml lml apls wul m tho mining 30 pormt of tha cest



S h- muu concern tonight, hmmr. is the problem of
d-nlmt am protwuan of the Rhode Island eaut I bonm that
~the mim types of Federal projocto which can be mthoriud w Gon@'eu -

 for vaurrmt mmmt have bnn dueuuod \nth you. These measures

uczm not enly hnrrioa.nu protect im. but also baeh erosion control and
u.vl.ptim. (Also on inland riuru. the Federal Gmmunt uahta in
fresh water £loo0d control-protoutim wcrh are uuaor mtmet fon at
anocht to protect minlt dlnstmu rinr needl uko the Lumt 1955
4ﬂood on ﬁho Blackstone River which was cansed by tho !.ntmo rainfall of
Hurriea.ne Diane,) The usual Federal p‘ﬂiaipatien in. cmtal ‘projects
approved by Gongrou is 70 ptrum for !mrrim protection; 50 ptremt

on small boat harbor., nnd m-third on bneh orouen omtrol for pubnc

| I am mdy to mppoﬂ proottm and fauibh neasures fm‘

. inpmomt of the mlodo Island aeut. It is wp to you mtlcm to

Sy dotamm hov the shoroltmn of Bhodo Isla.nd ihould be usod and awolopod

Thc mrrqu by tho Corps of lnginoorn are authorized by Congress as they

‘ m undod to unltiato propond hprmmu. After surveys have been
' n&o. the Gerpc of Engineers will ueonmd to cwon any worthwhile
pmpem.,. which are needed and desired by the people, |

1'ho steady awth of popnlatm. new dmlopnenh on our shores,

. _md the mt dunnd far \Mamm property are oﬂdont in most aoum

| 'cmitiu. Do’nlopmt c:r tho shore 13 olo“b related to new highways

and tm:parhﬂon. T am in!’omd that the number of boats in Rhode Island

1s approaching the 30,000 mark, mary bein: used for sport fishing or '

commereial fishing, ;R.aumtten is now uomtud as a great industry and



source of income to the State, These 'v!.a_ol.y recognized factors make '.
. coastal pmmiam and dowlcmt '3‘11 important to the méﬁw of our
State. ‘1 have no denbt thnt mrar mma of improvement now Wond m

: ﬁmcul reach wul prove praetiea‘bh and oammoally fmi’ble in tho

tukm as the coastal areas are developed and papulatim gma |

| . | Gur mishboring State of Oanmcueut has am i.ntmsting long )
i imnga appmoh te watorfrm dwolmmt. ulthmgh th&ir prablou uro
nct as smre as thou m tho Bhedo Island shore,

' (1) Beach erosion ths of the Connect icut amst were

- made W ﬂ’*‘ 001‘90 of Engineers over a twelve year period, The coast was

‘ vdiﬁm mto al.von arm. roughly oight mﬂen in length, and a ropert

propu'od for uch area giving plana for :haro dwolepmnt (R-perh are

~ in more detail than South Shore R.1, napm HD 490, 8lst Congress, zua

i, 'sauzm.) Por public beach areas used for mmuon. Yederal partici-
pnﬂm ‘ln Moﬁ beach umt.en eontrol meAsuUres vas mthoruod w Gmgroil." ‘.
(2) Tho State of Gomutimt has roquntod overall ctudiu '
of mrimo ﬂood control on the conmeucut shore to develop a mtor |
: phn M "reservoir® of worthwhile pmjm. with prioritm uaw
-mording to mcd a.M womnie jmtlﬁuuen. (Similar atudiu hun buu
,m, ulno. on tho principd r!.voru of Connecticut where amrt fruh water
.:;Awwohnnm) vl | s g
% (3) ﬁm State e! cmnﬂm acts as mr for tho leea.l '

N p.opxo on m erosion and nm mnl pmem. The IOginhtm has

' ; nﬂc Mmu n.ppmpruum d uvonl nunm dallm in order thu mnda :
'.w 'no mdo a.nthblo withont dahw vhm a projeot is cpymd for con~
. atmcuen. h ehe fm: m noedad. ‘the State floats bmh to undervwrite



the ‘aon-roldorl'd costs, Town and local p.éplo reimburse the State, nld.n;
| roguhr payments over a porsod cf years,

" (4) ¥hen the locai people and town officials of a Connecticut
comnity hnin to pmod on a prcjoct which is includod in the mmn
"plan foz- tho Sta.to. they udﬂ.n thc Stato md lndicatc that the local funds

- will bov _auilablo., On bueh erosion projects the Seate procaodn with the
propnrtum of plann and gpocifieattm and awards econstruction contracts,
Onﬂoodcmtrel projoetc. 'ftmdn m lmdo availa'ﬁlo as soon as they are
muind for amtmtien W tho Ccrpa of Enginnru.
' | (5) l‘ho mt sharing formile used on ‘bomh erosion projun
-"in Conneet ieut 1- as follows: |
' ' u. M .mian projoett. on pabnc prupom the
‘roaml Gmrnmt pays 1/3. the State 1/3, and th- tom 1/3,
W Beach erosion projects, on private property
tho State pays 1/3. and 2/3 !.a paid b tho private preporty owners,
2 e On nooa eontrol and uﬂpﬂw projects, the
- ~'Sta.to muu nm-l‘odoral e«tn in a similar nmr. 7
: = | I am nét propeihz thut Rhﬂda Island put meh methods into |
o, oitoct, but it is of conaidarsbh interest to look over tho fence into
our noi.ghbor‘a yard, ’» ‘ ¢y
 Among the most -mmmt shore dovolomtl which have been '
' made on tho Rhode Island coast, with the assistance of the l‘odoral Govern~
nont'. ' thon in the Point Judtth Pond area, htrb h the towns of South
nngltm snd &mpnsm In w oylaion.. there is no quntion that
s thue dmlupmnu are an hportm part of the Rhode Islnn& economy,
m.. u.m is one of the most a.utin areas on our mt for boating,

‘*thhhg. and other recr«.uqul use,



1 vead vith mcmt. vhile xm:nmamm.otmm'
Ammnwgmtmmamrmmm.tmmmtmd
the Atlantic Guutmﬂnwhafpmlouttmtod to the area, |

1 was interested also in learning that navigationsl use of
 Point Judith Pond is mt-uun the m‘"imn of prospective commerce
.w.mwmmmmm«mpmmmmm
‘mwmntmthmmumam. |

The £irst Federal improvement made at Point Judith, of ceurse,
"mmmmamammumm«mmmm'
Muuummawm On an inspection of coastal projects
Mlﬂomtynr.nmlthtMthmWn
mummrmmwmmummnmnem. The
.corpchmsdemeunpa&.mduutmm
'mm:m-pmmmmnw. |
‘ &QW“ Point Judith Pond also include dredged
nohmoaaﬂchnmlammd Jetties, msﬁthwmmmm
was WlPlM in 1950 at a mt of about $2.500.000 Federal maintenance
vmmdmmtmatnmcthouutimmsuummm

The Pubuo worlu Gmutn of tho Senate mthmm 2 mrnv
'a further navigational mmm- in the Point Judith Pond area, and

vmthucmutmmuaommuwmeamdw
8t Wakefield and spoke in favor of further improvements, The plan vhich
‘ymprwnmwmmmumtm included navigation
W-manmmmmim th-muummm

the Whglmm W um rmm thnirplm and estimates



tor uvi.aﬁon and lmrrioam protootim will be available in tho near
future for dlmuon vith town and Snto eﬂieml and cthor interested
Miu. | , _ ,

You will recall that the recreational improvement of Sand Hill
» Cove Beach in the Harbor of Refuge, by placing sand £ill and construction
of mino. was scoo-pnchod w the Stat'c. I have obtained an appropriation
- of $40,000 to reimburse the State for the Federal share of the cost of
this work. . .
A Federal study wi- completed last year of beach wrmmt in
~ the Matumek Buch Recreational Area, muy acquired by the State of
o 'Ma InM This report rueomh beach widening and miu!.né as a part
| .. of ﬁhc State plan for development of this area, Federal participation in
thiu beach omion cmtrol project was approved by the House but did not
¢lear the Senate in the last session of Oongnu. i npoot that this work
»"'vulboiacluhd ummwmxmroresmwwn
; lct. I want %o tmoh m some of the othnr Federal studies on
tho Santh Short af m;odc Island in order that rou may be Momd of these
activities, | frae o
i . M-A uvtpuonprejwt was mmndd by the
___Garpn of lacinml and included in tho cavn Works Omnibus Bill, I expect

that it vul bo approved by congrou mt year,

5 w - SMua are von aduneod and plans for
mv!.@tieu hprwmt are ready for lumoien with suu a.nd town in

o tho near future,

- W- Iam mfma that the Corps of nnghmrs
hu mnttod an ;Mm draft rsport tc vzahlngton on a projoot combining



 hurricane flood eone'rol;boo;eh protoétion and navigation improvement, |

This is the first roport submitted under the new hurricane survey author= A ,

1!06 hy Gongro“ vhlch would wlnda mvigabion and beach pMMiu ltudiom
atc | La - A mviuthm study 1n'mlﬂng inargod anehcrum

area, Jntty and bmhmter is well advanced, The Corps a:!' mmnu is

about M. 1 believe, to discuss paniblc imprmmh with State and
local poeplc. ,

R e T M
Close by rop'catim, the thoughts: I have a strong interest in shore

aqupmz and protmﬂm: lta.ad ready to uupport feasible projects; up
to you people to decide how the R, I. shores are to be used and developed,



