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The Amiont. Order of Hibernians, with its long and distinguished history
goes back V’ the time in 16th century Ireland when its first members set fbr
themselves the god o_.t devoted 'service to God and §onntry. A8 we survey the
modern scene, graterul for the apiendid way in which those who have gone before
us in t.tw Ordor "carriod ou$ their ideals, we must be struck by the apecm.
1mpom'nce.whioh Imeland and the qua;itiaa she represents l.ve for our own
mod§rn world. And we cannot but recognize the challenge whicﬁ our times present
to mmm:mzmomrmgm here in America to carry on and to advance the
motives aqd aims which animeted its egrly rcundera.

It could truly be said of Imland tbat she represents theway in whdéh
God oft«en c'hosoi the amall and the matafully poor to tear witness to the most
enduring truths, Ireland can rightly say to all the world, "I an very small
but my beart is big enough to go out in love and generosity to the ends of
the uM." Through centuries of trial and dii‘fidﬁlty, through times that
have seen the rise and fall of great mpiraa and powerful dictawmhipa, Ireland
has ércaemd and nurtured her @entit,y' And kept true to her message.

Al).the world has felt and .bomrite'd from the love and the loyalty of
Iroland fer the §h1,ngs of the mihd and the apir:l.t..» Here in America wo can

say with all modesty that many of the things we most cherish in the American
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spirit have a touch of the Shamrock in thems One of the marks of the Irishman
everywhere is hig idealism, and at the heart of that idealism there lies his
inherent love éf the good God Who made each man in His own imago.ﬁ Of all of
his gifts to American life, of all the ways ih which the Irishman» in this
groaﬁ country has showed his gratitude for the gifts she has given him, nong
is more butstnnding than the gi#t of himself and the g99dneaa of his heart,
"It is not too much to_ sgy that much of the warmth and friendliness of spirit
which foreigners admire in Americans was drawn from Irish hearts and hands,

~ If the purpose of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in the last century
uns't§ help the Iriph immigrant to find his plaqg in Ameriecan aooi&&y, that
task today is no longer'péramount nor does it now present itself in ‘thessame
fom. The coﬁtuporary problem is not hew to help its members be good Americans,
but tole thdﬁut Americans, examples to our fellow countrymcn‘ at home and
to tho‘world; pillars of atrangbh_and‘guiding4lights. There canbe no conflict
between our profession of Ohristianity and bur lqyalty to our country, because
our greatness ga a nation can only be in the precise measure that wea are
Christian both in spirit and inaction. The strengbh of the Church does not

reside in political influence nor in possesaiona; not even in a mighty apparatus
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of institutions, important and va}.uabie as all these things may be in given
cmmméoa; It is fundamentally and primarily in the Christian quality
of the individual 11voé of its members., There is no other basis for Christian
strength than in the éxoclleme of our individm daily life, making holy
tho routine of our duties and of our obligations to ourselves, our families
and our neighbora. It is doing this that gim to life its Christian pers-
pective and unique value,

America today is engaged not only in a struggle to overcome ﬁbe econonic
drive of Communist irﬁperialiohi and its aggressive purposes in the politicél
field, We are alsp involved in an even deapdr baitle: the s truggle for the
minds and hearts of millions of men and women in new nations that are just
emerging fron the dolonial stage. At home, too, the warfare of ideas goes
on and the pressures of materialism mount around us.

In ﬁmt conflict the faith and devotion of Amrioa"s citizens of Irish
origin provide and abiding source of interior st.rength.‘ Grounded upon fixed
principles of momity. humbled by a true sense of the limitations of Man's

nature, enlightened by the truths of religion, the Irish mind seeks to put
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all things in their t.rm and proper order under Ood. Out of that proper order,
| that hawit of putt:!;ng first things first, omé real spiritual strengbh, the
m of umrigtli thai.ia 8o vital to OuP endurante 17 the modern war of nerves,
| the daily battle fot_ the gouls and the hearts of nen,

Sid.- by aidq with our own United 81‘.&&5, Ireland annually makes her
unique and glorious contribution to the struggle to win the fight against
Communism's insidious program to enslave the mind of all humanity. I refer,
of course, to thefm missionary endeavor that is or@ of little Ireland's

ﬁiggeot contributions to mankind,
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I-ult. year almost enc thousand Irish missionaries; priests
nuns and brothers went to the mission fields of Africa and. .Anh.
Thqmtuehors, doctors and nurses to staff schools, hospitals,
training centers of many kinds in these primitive areas, in which
utpmmxﬁ.ooommmam'mwm. Try to
imagine the total value of the work invelved in all this. It goes
mmmuofthoday,min,ywout.md-plmenou
this -= is always expanding, Itubutbenmmtmuot
mbommmnydoduted mencand women ¢an possibly perform it.
We could estimate, however, that the cost of maintaining the same
mumber of lay men and women in the same areas would runy, I am sure,
to not less than 10 million dollars a years Yet these Irish missions
mmumawammuanmmhﬁthupermpiu
income one fifth that of the United States. I mention this single
Mh Qf Irhh !.n%ornauml activity m so few of us think
» about it, and 'bdeamo it is s0 Mmuc of the ‘grut-burtcdnau
of the Irhh peoplee m peoples of WNigeria, of Ghana, of Korea and
China, of Indie and Ceylon know of the bemign Irish presence in their

. midst with affection and gratitudes
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In addition to her role as a potent ally in the never-ending
battle with Commmnism's false philosphy of materialism, Ireland
stands today as a true test case of the free world's devotien to
1«0Moww¢mﬁm&mhmttmtoiuw-
determination. We of the free world have seid again and again that
it is our conviction that ne people should be compelled to endure
- the rile of foreign powers against their will, We of the free world
have stood up far the principle that fres and open elections should
dﬁmmutemia. A hundred years ago the Irish people were
emerging from the ordeal of their experience in the 18th century.
You know only too well the milestones that marked the path of their
struggles first the winning of religious and civil freedem, then
the gaining of the rights of property and owmership of the land, the
struggle for an educational system, the founding of the great literary
- and cultural movements, and finally, as a result of the never ending
political struggle in 1921 they succeeded against seemingly impossible
odds in regaining contrel of their oun destiny in 26 of the 32 counties

ﬁ'trclmd.ﬂut triwph still lacks completeness for the partitidoning
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of Ireland, byuhi.eb Britian retains control of 6 of the 9 counties
of the ancient province of Ulster, still continues.

The urkl of Ireland's iammu are incontestable-=a geographic
mit, 2 national hnm, a separate culture and code of laws, a
homogeneous people, a distinctive national tradition. Her churches
uul rdim bodies e mthonc, Fpiscopalian, Presbyterian, Methoe=
dist, Baptist, the Religious Socliety of Friends, the Jewish Congre-
gations, and other dencminations == are now, as in the past, organized
on c. national alleIreland m, Her learned bodies, her major unie
versities, her sports organizations are, and have been, nationwide.
mm.mmmammm,mmummu

as, Irish.

_ The unity of Ireland would most certainly be to the best interests
efall mln there, without distinction of pelitics or religion. That
unity must lﬁmm‘nmmwmom»m, one of which
certainly ought to be the making known of the fact that America be-
il M aiate 4 the Sertiabls Suitlon sheulld:be slvtn &

mwmwwomawmmm I am proud to say



e

that I hm introduced reselutions in.thocengrou to provide for the
dosiwaricn that got o America calls for a united ou-um a united
Kores, and a united Viet su,hﬁm also upholds the right of the

| m-h m:u to sesk their unity by truly democratic means. Our

 Congress Sk i e champions of Hungarian freedom from Russian

domination, na;smndm of the right of Free China to protection

from aggnldmm,fm,dmﬁm, and I commend these sentiments.
‘But just as I supported them, so would I ask that Ireland be granted

similar donsideration before the bar of international justices
I pledge to you that I Will comtimue to fight for the right of

the self=determination of all pecple and that I will never let it be

forgotten that this includes Ireland, one of the first and oldest
vietims of ageression and irperielism. We in this great Order of

;mmmmmtmm.@ummdowmmum
p&whddlmmdwmmthnathmd
» In our own hearts and minds we mst keep ever alive that deep

Irish sense of the primacy of things spiritual, which is our most
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pmmum&m.md\mﬂomdo no,umylookto]:rehnd;dth
~hepe for her role in the future of mankind, OncaIrshndldagmt
) mmnwmm revival as the early Middle Ages emerged fru\
ﬁbmaﬂumm«m stminﬁaeworMo_fMay
e a mwammum. Her cause is not only vital

 to ‘the realization of international justice and the principles of

. ‘the United Nations, but out of & united and strong Ireland of the

mm.mmwnpmmimmummmwomu.
' To that promise we who rightly and humbly take pride in our
‘Irish heritage may look forvard with the justifiable expectation
that @ United Ireland and the United States will march together

into a brighter tamorrow.



