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re d e ve lo p m en t p ro g ram  - is  to  co n ced e  tha t th e  riche st n a tion

o n  e a rth  is  in ca p a b le  o f so lv in g  p e rh a p s its  N o . 1  d o m e stic

pro b le m  - th e  b lig h t a n d  s lu m  co n d itio n s  n o w  th re a te n in g  to

destroy the tremendous human and economic resources which are our

Mr. Speaker:
Housing and Home Finance Administrator Albert Cole has

been reported in the press as saying that it would be far better
if Congress were not to enact a Housing Bill this year than to
pa ss  e ith e r th e  b ill a p p ro ve d  b y  th e  S e n a te  o r th e  ve rs io n  re -

ported by the Committee on Banking and Currency of this House.
Mr. Speaker, I submit that the failure to enact housing

legislation during this session will deal a near fatal blow to
the redevelopment programs in many of our cities. Capital grant
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p r o g r a m  is exhausted. Communities who
have  subm itted  app lica tions, o r w ho  p lan  to  subm it app lica tions,

to  the  U rban R enew al A dm in istra tion  w ill be  faced  w ith  an  a lm ost

impossible dilemma, if the Congress fails to enact legislation

during this session providing new authorizations for urban renewal.
S u c h  c i t i e s  w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  to  e ith e r  a b a n d o n  th e ir

s lum  clea rance  p rogram s, o r undertake  the  p ro jects w ith  so le ly
lo c a l fu n d s . T h e  fo llo w  th e  la tte r c o u rs e  is  a ll b u t im p o s s ib le ,

since cities are "low man on the totem pole" among the several

levels of government as far as financial capacity and tax resources
are concerned

To follow the other alternative-- abandonment of the



urban areas.

   It is inconce ivab le  to  m e, M r. S peaker, tha t the  C ongress

th a n  tw o -th ird s  o f o u r p e o p le  w h o  liv e  in  c itie s . It is  in c o n -

compromising in its opposition to this bill.

could adjourn without meeting its responsibilities to the more

ceivable that the relatively sm all differences in the am ounts for

urban renewal contained in the House and Senate bills could prevent

our passing legislation so vital to the preservation of our cities.
I t  i s  i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t o  m e  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h r o u g h

its  Budget Bureau and its Housing Administrator could be so un-
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