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The story of the Ancient Order of Hibernians over the years

needs no elaboration from  m e. Its traditions go back to the 16th

century in Ireland when it set for itself the high and noble purpose

of service to God and country. Since its incorporation in 1836 in 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u r s u e  t h e m  f a i t h f u l l y .  I t  

is  a  s p le n d id  s t o r y  o f  h ig h  id e a ls  a n d  a c h ie v e m e n t  in  w h ic h  w e  c a n

a l l  t a k e  p r i d e .  W h i l e  w e  t h i n k  b a c k  w i t h  a f f e c t i o n  a n d  r e s p e c t  o n

a l l  t h e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  o f  t h e

m erito rio u s w o rk  o f th e  p resen t m em b ersh ip , b o th  o fficers an d

members, upon whose loyalty and enthusiasm the success of this

beyond words of m ine adequately to praise. Let it stand as an 

Order, let us express also our grateful acknowledgment of the

great C onvention depends. T heir unflagging selfless w ork is

exam ple and inspiration for the com ing years.

Periodic m eetings like this B iennial Convention are

im portant for any organization for they afford opportunities



for review and deliberation, for seeing in a larger perspective how

future a c t i o n  t h a t  i s  b e t t e r  f i t t e d  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e e d s  a n d  b e t t e r

opportunity of glancing around briefly to see whether in the swiftly

c h a n g i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  o u r  d a y s ,  t h e  O r d e r  i s  n o w  a s  c l o s e l y

geared to the needs of the present as it assuredly was to the time

of our fathers and grandparents. Our Organization was founded in 

the first half of the last century to help our im m igrant forebears

i n  t h i s ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n .  T h a t  i t  s u c c e e d e d ,  a n d

succeded admirably, is witnessed by the patter of our American

preciousness of the contribution made by successive generations of

Irish Catholic immigrants, let him but read the history of these
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effectively the group is functioning, and for charting a course of

defined in its direction. I should think it well if we take this

in the worthy but arduous task of wining a place for themselves

society today. If there should be anybody who has doubts about the

United States of ours, and learn therefrom of the development of

what the world has come to recognize as the American spirit.



The Ancient Order of Hibernians was founded in a period

which for the men of our time has become remote and unfamiliar,

so revolu tionary  and  vast has been  the scale of in tervening

development. In the retrospect of history we are awed by that

im m ense dram a of the 19th century in which over 30 m illions of

pe o p le  fro m  e v e ry  p a rt  o f  E u ro p e  p o u re d  in to  th is  c o u n try . From

our condition of present well-being, from teh equitable and

benevolent state of American society today, we can now perceive

how  in  all truth  th is great m igration  w as an  advent of new  life

to the distressed, the maltreated and the unrecognized of Europe

and th ey  sh ared  w ith  th e rest th e statu s of fu gitives seek in g

in  exile those previous and vital th ings that w ere denied to

them  in their hom eland. They knew  that the conditions of

justice, of tolerance, of equal opportunity existed here but

t h e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e m  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  
a n d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  h a d  t o  

be won, and not without effort. Nobody with any knowledge of 

history will assert that entering America in the 19th century 

denoted for the im m igrant his arrival in another Eden.

Of these heterogeneous multitudes, 5 millions came from Ireland,
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A s  y o u  k n o w ,  i t  w a s  f r a u g h t  w i t h  t e n s i o n s  a n d  s t r u g g l e s  o f  e x t r e m e

bitterness and passion. B ut out of these great conflicts, w hich 

inflicted incidentally so much suffering because the deepest

convictions of opposing groups had taken issue w ith each other, 

there emerged a way of life that took account of the need and

aspirations of all protagonists w ho had the w ill to  endure. In  

t h a t  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  n e w  s o c ie ty ,  a n d  in  th e  p r o d ig y  o f  th e

opening  up  o f th is continent, lie  the  g reatest achievem ents o f

our country. It was there that the American spirit was reforged

and the genius of the American community reformed. That American

spirit is characterized by justice and fair play, by neighborliness

a n d  th e  h e lp in g  h a n d ,  b y  t o l e r a n c e  a n d  c h a r i t y .  I t  i s  t h e s e  g r e a t

Christian virtues that we all unceasingly endeavor to endure shall

im bue each of the m anifold aspects of our A m erican life today, that

w e concern ourselves shall be the m otivation of our public authori-

t ies, our institutions, our organizations of voluntary endeavour,

o u r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f a m i l y  
l i f e ,  a n d  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f r e e

c o u n trie s  o f th e  w o rld .
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T h e  Ir is h  ro le  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s p i r i t

has been an exceptional and exalted one. O ut of the sw eat of

their brow successive Irish generations have studded our country

with works that breathe their love of God and of their fellowmen,

with c h u r c h e s  a n d  s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  hospitals and homes and houses  

of fraternal service; they have come in due time to participate

in  the le ad e rsh ip  o f o u r co u n try , in  its  n a tio n a l life , its

a d m in is t r a t io n , in  th e  p r o f e s s io n s .  T h e y  h a v e  f o u g h t  a n d  b l e d

and died to make secure their ideals of American society and its

precious values. One of the marks of the Irish everywhere is

idealism and at the heart of that idealism is goodness. When

I say  good b ye I m ean s th e love th e Irish m an  h as for th e good

G od w ho out of H is infinite goodness created each one of us in 

His own im age and likeness and wants us to com e to Him  in eternity.

Sheer goodness of this kind has always held for the Irish heart

an attaction that has been literally fatal and has set the

I r is h  m e n  a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r s .  I t  is  t h e  e x p la n a t io n  o f  w h a t  a p p e a r s
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to others as otherw orldiness, inconsequences, irresponsibility; it

explains much of what passes variously for temperament, his mood

of joy, his unconcern, his steadfastness in adversity, his

In  its  u ltim a te  a n a ly s is , th e  p a ra d o x  o f th e  Iris h m a n  is  th e

p a r a d o x  o f  a l l  w h o  f e l l o w  C h r i s t  a s  S t .  P a u l  u r g e d  " t o  b e  i n  

t h e  w o r ld  a n d  n o t  o f  i t ."  O f  a l l  h is  g i f t s  t o  A m e r ic a n  l i f e ,

the one of unique quality was that which each Irishm an bestowed

w h e n  h e  g a v e  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  g o o d n e s s  o f  h e a r t .  W h i le  w e  a c k n o w le d g e

w i t h  p r o f o u n d  g r a t i t u d e ,  a s  m u s t  e v e r y  s e c t io n s  o f  o u r  n a t io n a l  c o m -

m u n i t y  i n  i t s  o w n  s p e c i f i c  w a y ,  t h e  g r e a t  d e b t  w e  o w e  t o  t h e s e

U nited  S tates or ours, it is not am iss for us to  poin t w ith  due

hum ility to w hat our forefathers contributed in the only w ay that

w as availabel to  them  -- in  nobility  of sp irit. B ecayuse w e are

in the middle of its in our everyday lives, that quality of American

life which drew so heavily on Irish goodness is taken by us

Americans for granted and goes unnoticed. To foreigners, however,

enthusiasm, his offhandedness, his friendliness, his humour.



i t  i s apparent  and admirable, and much of the benevolence th a t

ex ists abroad fo r our  country today i s  the outcome of i t .

If the purpose  of th e Ancient Order of Hibernians in  the

l ast  century  was to  help the Irish  i mmigrant to  fin d h is  place in

A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  t h a t  t a s k  t o d a y  i s  n o  l o n g e r  p a r a m o u n t  n o r  d o e s

i s  not how to  help i t s  members be good Americans, but  to  be the

bes t  Americans, examples to  our  fe llo w countrymen a t home and to

the world,  pilla rs of strength o f  guiding l i ghts. Ther e can be

no con flict between our  profession of Christianity  and our loyalty

t o our country, because our  greatness as  a nation can only  be in

t he precise measure th a t we a re Christian both  in  s p ir it and in

a c tion. The strength of the Church does not  reside in  p o litic a l

influence nor in  possessions, not even in  a mighty apparatus of

in s titu tio n s , important and valuable as a l l  these things may be

in given circum stances. It is fundam entally and prim arily in the
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i t  now present its e lf  in  the same form. The contemporary problem

Christian quality of the individual lives of its members. There is



no other basis fo r Christian strength than in  the excellence of

no other basis for C hristian  strength  than in  the excellence of 

and of our obligations to ourselves, our families and our

neighbors. I t  i s  doing th is  th a t gives to  l if e  i t s  Christian

perspective and unique value.

In  th e  la s t  d e c a d e  o n e  o f th e  m a jo r  m e a n s  o f U n ite d

States foreign policy to combat the spread of communism has been

to give economic and technical assistant to underdeveloped countries.

We spend great sums of money each year in this way, but very few

p eo p le  sto p  to  co n sid er th e  m ag n itu d e o f Ire lan d 's co n trib u tio n

t o  the betterm ent of these very  areas or to  reflect that it has

been going on for a much longer time. Last year almost one thousand

I r i s h  m i s s i o n a r i e s ,  p r i e s t s ,  
n u n s  a n d  b r o t h e r s  w e n t  t o  t h e  m i s s i o n

fields of A frica and A sia. T hey are teachers, doctors, and nurses

t o  s t a f f  sc h o o ls , h o s p ita ls , t r a in in g  c e n te rs  o f  m a n y  k in d s  in  th e s e

prim itive areas, in w hich at present 15,000 other Irish m issionaries

are working. Try to imagine the total value of the work involved in 
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a l l  t h i s .  I t  goes on every  m inute o f  th e  d ay , y e a r  i n ,  y e a r  out ,

and —  please note this —  is always expanding. It cannot be

measured in terms of money because only dedicated men and women can

possibly perform i t . We could estimate, however, that the cost of

m ain ta in in g  th e  sam e  n u m b er o f la y  m en  an d  w o m e n  in  th e  sam e  a re a s

w o u ld  r u n , I  a m  s u r e , to  n o t  le s s  th a n  1 0  m il l io n  d o lla r s  a  y e a r .

Y et  th ese  Ir ish  m issio n s  a r e  m a in ta in ed  b y  a  c o u n tr y  o f  3  m illio n

people with a per capita income one f i f th that of th e United

S ta tes. I m en tio n  th is sin g le  ex am p le  o f Irish  in te rn a tio n a l

activity because so few of us think about i t ,  and because i t

i s  s o  c h a r a c te r is t ic  o f  th e  g r e a t- h e a r te d n e s s  o f  th e  I r is h  p e o p le .

T h e  p eo p les o f N ig e ria , o f G h an a , o f K o rea  an d  C h in a , o f In d ia

a n d  C e y lo n  k n o w  o f  th e  b e n ig n  Ir is h  p re s e n c e  in  th e ir  m id s t

w i t h  a f f e c t i o n  
a n d  g r a t i t u d e .

It seems to me that in our preoccupation with our own

p r o b l e m s  h e r e  w e  m a y  h a v e  p e r m i t t e d  o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  I r e l a n d ,  

that great m otherland of the Christian m illions, to have becom e
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r e m o t e  a n d  n e b u l o u s .  I f  t h a t  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  i t  i s  a  c a l a m i t y  t h a t

it should continue for we can only impoverish ourselves thereby.

F e w  o f  u s  c a n  d e f in e  w h a t i t  is  th a t d e te rm in e s  th e  a p p e a l o f

Ireland for us, many of whom are now there and four and more

generations away from it. We do know that even the mention of the

n am e ire land  causes an  excitem en t in  ou r hearts and  though  w e do

not succeed in giving expression to the emotion, we are in some

w ay conscious of a  m ystic  bond uniting  us by  reason of a  com m on

o r i g i n  a n d  j o i n i n g  u s  t o  a  c o m m o n  d e s t i n y  w i t h  t h a t  i s l a n d  o f

o u r  f o r e b e a r s .  I f  w e  c a s t  o u r  m i n d s  b a c k  o v e r  a  c e n t u r y ,  w e  m a y

well be startled by the analogies that appear. I have indicated

the success of the Irish in helping to build up in this country

a new society attuned to the Christian ethic, a society that

even today constantly is striving toward a truer harmony and

a surer orientation. B ut also rem em ber that the brothers and

sisters of our forebears, w ho rem ained behind in Ireland, w ere
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faced with problems much the sam e in  character bu t considerably 

gre a te r in  in tensity . A l i t t l e  ov e r  a hundred years ago the

Irish people were emerging from the ordeal of their experience

in  the eighteenth century . They  stood prostrated by famine, yet

they were not daunted to  s ta rt on th a t arduous road to  bui ld  up 

fo r themselves a society a fte r th e ir own wishing. You know very 

wel l  the milestones th a t mark th e ir path of struggle — f i r s t  the

winning of religious and c iv il freedom, then the gaining of the 

fig h ts of property and ownership of the land, the stru ggle fo r an 

educational system, the founding of the gre a t  lite ra ry  and 

cu ltural movements, and fin a lly ,  as a  re su lt of the never ending 

p o litic a l struggle in  1921 they succeeded against seemingly 

impossible odds in  regaining control of th e ir own destiny in

26 of the 32 counties of Ireland.  That triumph s till la c k s  

completeness fo r the partitioning of Ireland, by which B ritain 

re ta ins control of 6 of the 9 counties of the ancient province 

of  Ulster, still continues. 

Since the time of St. Patrick - more than fifteen hundred



y e a r s  a g o  -  t h e  n a t i o n h o o d  o f  a l l  I r e l a n d  h a s  b e e n  a n  a c c e p t e d  f a c t

a n d  h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  f a c t  b y  E u r o p e  a n d  l a t e r  b y  t h e  N e w  

W orld.

n a tio n h o o d  a re  in c o n te s ta b le — a  g eo g rap h ic  u n i t ,  a  n a tio n a l

l a n g u a g e ,  a  s e p a r a t e  c u l t u r e  a n d  c o d e  o f  l a w s ,  a  h o m o g e n o u s  p e o p l e ,

a r e  n o w , a s  in  th e  p a s t  o r g a n iz e d  o n  a  n a tio n a l  a l l- I r e la n d  b a s is .

H e r  le a rn e d  b o d ie s , h e r  m a jo r  u n iv e r s itie s , h e r  s p o r ts  o rg a n iz a tio n s

are, and speak of themselves, as Irish.

A  lit t le  o v e r  a  y e a r  a g o  I  w a s  in  I r e la n d  a n d  o n  m y  r e tu rn

to this country I made a statement to the press, which many of you

m a y  h a v e  r e a d .  I  s h a l l  r e c a l l  p a r t  o f  i t  f o r  y o u .

" ... A f t e r  m y  v is it  t o  Ir e l a n d  -  a n d  I  v is it e d  b o t h  p a r t s

o f  t h a t  d i v i d e d  c o u n t r y  -  I  a m  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e
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I t  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  o th e r w is e , f o r  th e  m a r k s  o f  I r e la n d 's

a  d is t in c t iv e  n a t io n a l  t r a d i t io n . H e r  c h u r c h e s  a n d  r e l ig io u s  b o d ie s - -

C a th o lic , E p is c o p a lia n , P re s b y te r ia n , M e th o d is t, B a p tis t, th e  R e lig io u s

Society of Friends, the Jewish Congregations, and other denominations--

a r e ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n ,  n a t i o n w i d e .  T h e  p e o p l e  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y
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country ought to be united."

"I believe that w ould  be in  the best in terests o f all the

p e o p le  o f  th e  is la n d , w i th o u t  d is t in c t io n  o f  p o l i t ic s  o r  r e l ig io n ."

"Unity can only be achieved by peaceful means. The Irish

Government and the opposition there, recognize that. Friends of

I r e l a n d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  -  a n d  t h e r e  a r e  q u i t e  a  f e w  o f  t h e m  -

o u g h t  t o  c o o p e r a t e  a l o n g  t h o s e  l i n e s . "

"One way we can help is to make known America's interest

i n  I r i s h  u n i t y .  T h a t  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  R e s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  I  h a v e

sponsored in the House. This Resolution, H. Res. 27, simply 

provides for a declaration of the House of Representatives that

the people of all Ireland  should  have the righ t to  determ ine

th e  fo rm  o f g o v e rn m e n t u n d e r w h ic h  th e y  d e s ire  to  liv e . I t

follows the basic philosophy and the statement of principle which 

i s  t h e  b e d r o c k  o f  o u r  n a t i o n ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w h e n  a p p l i e d  t o  e v e r y

pleads for a united Germany, a united Korea and a united Indonesia.

M y  r e s o l u t i o n  c a l l s  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  o u r  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  b y  

u r g in g  a  u n ite d  I r e la n d ."

other country throughout the world. The United States government



W hen the opportune tim e presents itself I shall take all

th e  s te p s  n e c e ssa ry  to  re a c tiv a tin g  m y  H o u se  R e so lu tio n  N u m b e r 2 7 .

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  I  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  a v a i l  m y s e l f  o f  e v e r y

o p p o r tu n ity  to  fo c u s  a tte n tio n  o n  th is  g r e a t in te r n a tio n a l

scandal. I urge you too by m eans of statem ents and resolutions

t o  co n tin u e  to  p r e ss  fo r  a c tio n  b y  p u b lic  m e n  a n d  o r g a n iz a tio n s

fo r th e  rem ed y  o f th is in ju stice  to  th e  d ear co u n try  o f o u r

T h e  p a s t 3 5  y e a rs  h a v e  b e e n  w itn e s s  to  th e  m e a su re  o f

success which has attended the efforts of the Irish people to

build up a m odern state that w ill be capable of sustaining

th e  m a n n e r  o f  life  w h ic h  th e y  w is h  to  le a d . M a n y  o f  y o u  w h o

h a v e  v is i te d  I r e la n d  in  th e  la s t  1 0  y e a r s  w il l  h a v e  s e e n  th e

fundamental changes that have taken place in the economic,

s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n  o f  
I r i s h  l i f e .  T h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e

has been significant and when one thinks of it in relation to
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forefathers.



th e  a v a i l a b le  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ,  im p r e s s iv e .  B u t  i t  i s

not enough for economic stability and advancement, and leaves

unremedied the great problem of emigration, which for the last

it  h e r e  in  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l . T h e  s u r p l u s  r u r a l  p o p u l a t io n

has to leave the land to find a livelihood elsewhere. In countries

like our own, because expanding industrial economy, this 

po p u la tio n  is  a b s o r b e d  b y  th e  u r b a n  c i t ie s  a n d  to w n s . I n  I r e la n d ,

3 0  y e a r s . I t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  a t  a  s u f f ic ie n t ly  f a s t  r a te  a n d  is

providing only a third of the additional jobs w hich each year

a re  n e e d e d  to  a b so rb  th e  n a tu ra l in c re a se  in  p o p u la tio n . T h a t

in  a  n u ts h e l l  is  th e  I r is h  e c o n o m ic  p r o b le m . W ill  i t  b e  s o lv e d ?

F ro m  w h a t  I k n o w  o f Ire la n d  a n d  th e  m a n y  p e o p le  I h a v e  s p o k e  to  

there, the answer is assuredly in the affirmative. There are a

num ber of sim ple ways in which we can all help, w ithout strain

to ourselves and with decisive benefit to Ireland.
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f e w  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  o n  a  m e n a c in g  s c a le .  W h a t  i s  h a p p e n in g  in  

I r e la n d  is  h a p p e n in g  a ls o  in  e v e r y  c o u n tr y  in  E u r o p e  a n d  w e  h a v e

industrialization for historical reasons started only in the last



- 1 6 -

1.  Take  a  v aca tio n  trip  to  Ire lan d . If y o u  a re

go ing  to Lourdes or elsewhere in Europe, 

plan a few  days in Ireland. N ow  you can even

fly  across the A tlantic on Irish  A ir L ines.

2. The m enu for your St. Patrick's D ay dinner

m ig h t  w e ll  c o n s is t  o f  a c tu a l  I r is h  f o o d s tu f f s .

A  frien d ly  g ift o f a  p iece  o f W aterfo rd  g lass

or perhaps Irish w hiskey can be of benefit to 

I r e l a n d

3.  Som e of you  m ight even  be in terested  in  m aking

an investm ent in Irish industry or developing

an Irish gift shop in you own com m unity.

T h ese  a re  a  few  p rac tica l th in g s w h ich  y o u  can  d o  as

individuals, w hile you order continues its steadfast support

fo r  c o m p le te  I r is h  U n ity  a n d  F r e e d o m .

W e  c a n  ta k e  th is  a c tiv e  in ter est  in  th e  w elfa r e  o f

Ireland because it is of such prim ary consequence to our country



 

that she should flourish. It is an interest that can commend itself

t o  a n y  c l e a r - t h i n k i n g  A m e r i c a n .  F o r  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A n c i e n t

Order of Hibernians it is reinforced by many associations of

lineage and  trad ition . L et us qu ie tly  reso lve  here  and  now  to

ta k e  so m e  p rac tica l s tep s  su ch  a s  I  h av e  su g g es ted . T h ey  a re

simple means within the capacity of us all to perform. In giving

 
e f fe c t to  th e m  w e  c a n  w e ll u s e  a s  o u r  m o tto  th e  w o rd s  w r itte n  b y  

th e  g rea t F ran c iscan  M ich ae l O 'C lea ry  o n  th e  d ed ica tio n  p ag e  o f th e

"A nnals o f  th e  Four M a s te rs "  ju s t o v e r  3 0 0  y e a rs  a g o .

W e  c a n  w e ll  ta k e  th is  m o tto  to  o u r s e lv e s  a n d  a d a p t i t  a s  o u r  o w n

s o  th a t  a l l  o u r  a c t io n s  m a y  b e  f o r  th e  G lo r y  o f  G o d  -  to  th e

benefit of Ireland - and the honor of Am erica.
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Do chum Gloire De agus Onora na h-Eireann

To the Glory of God and the honor of ireland


