SPEECH OF HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGARTY, M.C. 2ND DISTRICT RHODE ISLAND AT THE
INTERNATIONAL ACCIDENT AND HEALTH ASSOCIATION LUNEHCON MEETING AT JOHNSONS
HUMMOCKS, ALLENS AVENUE, PROVIDENCE, R.I., MONDAY SEPTEMBER 23, 1957 AT 12 NOON

There are many problems in health leg on that are parellel or inter-
related with those of the health insurence field. 8o, in & sense, the

“ nts of one benefit the other; and the sctivities of one most
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the House Bubcommittee on Appropriations for the Department of Labor and
avare of the health problems our pecple face and the
of these problems in our homes and commmities.

Every health problem thet exists today is elso en insurance problem
when ve consider the wltimate objective of all insurence: to spread the
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of loss--whether in the form of medical peyments, loss of income, or bothe-

mxmmum your association, and the companies you
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The situation today in this country--with over 100 million people
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W,mn.e.,mweumum-m: “If o man has & debt
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m&mm,mmmnm, for the trens-
stion of their goods, dlstributed parts of a cargo o all of their
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 adage, "Ben'$ put all your eggs in one basket." Chaldean mevchents employed
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. he U.S. Public Health Bervice itself has its origins in the need
" mmmmmﬁmmmmam. It wae in
1798, wnder President Jobn Adems, that the Service was established to provide

. medical care for merchant seamen.

 Many other early forms of insurance dealt with the hasards of sea
vayage. Wmmmummam
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- we know thet individuslly they would sink to the bottom. Together, however,
with each component working in its proper place, they ride the tide as a wnit--

014 as inswrance may be, it is inescapsble and perheps in part to the
ereait of you vho eve here today that the f1e1d of health and aceident
enjoy the benefits of pre-peid health plans than 4id just fifteen years ago.
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I em certain that it is unnecessary for me to remind you gentlemen
| of the ever-changing picture reflected in your sctusrial cherts. I vould
like to recall for you some of the accomplishments of medical research that

yuted and are now contributi g to & better health record for the
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related agents for rhewmtic diseases.

+-Widempresd svailability of penteillin nd development

of other antibiotics.
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of mental illnesses.
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The tremendous advences that have been made in the prevention and
it has brought home in the most forceful wey the fact that our population
is surviving the rigors end hasards of infectious diseases only to face the
rising incidence of chronic diseases. This, then, is the challenge to

Here eve some of the questions that medical science must enswer:
Cen the muber of people dissbled each yesr from chronic disease
and disebility be reducedt
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Cen we reduce the §1.5 billion dollar hospital bill paid by -
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f As T have partied ited in end observed the increasing private and
public support of medical research, vith its resulting sccouplishments,
£ind the answers to these and other equally importent health problems of
today.
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confranting the medical schools of this country. Becsuse the situabion is
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You should kmow, too, that the Federal government is carrying its
half of all medical research in the entire United States receives its suppert

As this and other similar programs develop for making more and better
. mediecal knowlsdge svailable to move pecple, I em completely eonfidlent thst

s of medical research vill contime to improve our chances
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and aisebility. The best inowledge, the best personnel, and the best
facilities in the world vill memn little ummmmw
 pey for medicel cave. In view of the phenomenal progress of volunte:
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and changing needs. mﬁnwmmmm»mﬂa
 willingness to venture into new fields. But I kmow you vill be the first
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. Apogt 75 million people -- almost half the population -
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== About half the pecple aged 65 or over,
-~ three-fifthe of the people employed on famms, |
=~ &nd ebout two-thirds of families with incomes under $2000

m,m, is the challenge facing the insurence wnderwriters of
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195?. If T msy be permitted a speculation on the next decade or two, I

a3 mu say that vith the camtim

ng advences in medical research snd public
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snore coube. T would slsc veubinw 40 SRy ths if he peblen semet bo met
through voluntary health plens, the ineviteble next step will be the emtrauce
of the Federal government into the picture.

 Needless to say, I would not welcome a development of that kind,

the American peeple is covered by health insurance todsy as compared to less
than 9 percent in 1948, This rise in coverage is sll the move remarkable
vhen we consider the fact that the costs of medical cere increased almost

Mnother note of progress may be sounded in the repid evolukion of
‘major medicals e coverage. mmmmm,m;mm ,
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heslth insurence is &n encouraging development. Despite the fact thet
older pecple ave more subject to illness and dissbility, some employers -
working with insurence compsnies -- ave finding thet they can successfully



Mﬁl ovide protecticn to retired employees end their dependents. It is becoming

inereasingly recognized that it is & sound insurance practice to add a few
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mm More and more policies are now guaranteed renewsble in
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fact that they have a choice among the forms of coversge nov svaileble, end
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First, ve should not eling to established cencepts of heelth insurance
 policies provide benefits only if the patient is hospitalized, thus csusing
'mmm #mmﬂwwmmﬂ I am
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but I am certain that there are many move methods of approach to Uils grest
tectin of these people, ve lose sight of what I wnderstand to be the first
cardinal principle of insurence: The strength of the growp promotes the
sscurity of the individusl.




