Ten Years of Progress
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let us glancé back for a monent into the field of health research
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of State Services helped a variety of publie health programs in Rhode
Island, such as control of water pollution, tubereulosis, mental illness,
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Fational Institutes of Health grants to screen all chemical compounds
. that might bave possible use in the treatment of cancer.
Moreover, in the field « rol, Rhode Island ic actively

largest cause of death from cancer among women, which claims the lives of
nearly 15,000 Averican women each year. Now a test, kuown as the
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| if widaly veed, this test could reduce mortality by as mich as 75 percent.
e test is conpletely painless and usually takes less than § mimutes.
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It is hoped that the project will eventually make it possible for 50,000
& year to take this test. For the grest mjority, it will meen peace of
it will meen the discovery of their disease at a time vhen cuwre is most
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undervay. The University's initial grast--o grant covering the last
fiscal year-«was for just short of $100,000 ($97,633).

I might say here that Providence is truly blessed in terms of
its fitness for this kind of project. Brown University, which has an
unususlly fine department of biology, 18 working closely vith the
Providence Lying-In Hospital on one hand and the Neeting Street School
on the other. |
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 Eventually, it is expected that about 15 medical schools and
hospitals vAll be collaborating with the Nstional Institute of Neurologlcal
Diseases and Blindness and about 8,000 cases will be coming under investi-
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This broad-gauged investigation mey go on for a decade or even
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 called upon to consider during my service on "The Hill."
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Island, let me tuwm now to & glimpse of what mey lie shead for us as o
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touch with--thst the foresesable future will bring even greater gains.
balf-century. I think it likely thet the next tem years' gains will sur~
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may well look for treatments and preventives of real effectiveness in the

Cancer, ancther stubborn and A4£ficult enemy, may yield, at least
© dn part, within a ressonsble time. It would require s volume 10 list the
y patinmys of new knowledge that are being charted today. To mention
. agents, drugs, that my be effective. Mils is highly promising--as ave,
eibility of "training" viruses to attack cancer without harming the host.
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