Remarks.o? Hon. John E, Fogarty, M.C,, 2nd District of Rhode Island xk
on receiving award to honorary membership in’'the Omicron Kappa Upsilon, the

honorary scholastic society of Gerogewown Dental School, May 23, 1957 at
Officers Club, Bethesda Naval Hospital.

1adies and Gentlemsn and Guestss

I can not tell you how desply I appreciate the honorary member-
ship you bave bestowed on me, While an honor,like this 1s; to be honest,
persopally gratifying, it is ever more satiafying as recognition of soms
¢f the things I have worked for cver the years,

Among these is the advancemsnt of dentistry. The leaders of your .
profession have consistently pointed out tc me the tremendous eccmomis
burden of dental defests, and the generally wunderestimmied threat that dental
defects creats for the general health of individuals,

I have beer impressed with the forthright approsch of the demtal
profession tc the qusstion of fluworidation, The way 1nrwhioh.th§ profession
has endorsed and battled for the extension of fluoridstion of publiec water
supplies will stand to its everlasting sredit, It is reelly remarkable
how tiny but loud mimeritiss san play uwpon superstition, emotion and out
and cut misstatements t¢ deay to millionms of children the scientifically
proven benefits of fluoridatiom,

This is a prims sxnEple ef the vay in vhich research and politics
often meet., If you will reflect briefly, it will bDe evideat that sciemtifiec
findings are not always accepteld by the public simply because they have
boin scientifically preven., As a matter of fact; I have been told by
scientific friends that scientific proof has not always been accepted by
scientists themselves., I have had a thecry for some time that research
pecple are sactually pretty much like other people—more learned and so forth,
but still humen, Somecne pcinted ocut to me, to my surprise, that Dr. Comant,
the former Presidemt orw@mmummmu-vm,
and he pointed out a quotation to prove it., I found the passages so ammsing



=,

that I would like to repeat them for you., Talking of the old days of science
Dr. Comant wrote that;, ®"As lomg as science was largely a fleld tor'o,'-tnrt, as it
vas well inte the 19th cextury, a man counld regard his discoveries like sc many
fish. If he defended their siss against all detractors, and in so doing their
length increased; well, his spponent was s well-kmown liar, too,® And of secience
today, Dr. Conart has ncted, "Once the scisntist closes the laborstory door behind
him, he can indulge his fancy all hs pleases and perhaps with all the less restraint
becanse he is now free from the imposed discipline of his calling. One would not
be swrprised, therefore, if as regards mtters beyohd their professional competence
laboratory workers were a littls less impartial and self-restrained than other meam,
though my own obesrvations ludntomludothutnlh'-nbciulocimiﬁo
investigators are statistically distributed m. the vhole spectrum of human folly
and visdom much as other men.”

I vas qﬁtoprodofthc?roddut‘ﬂnmrd torhvluthowtrtotpn
vdth ®e oa this guestion,

Seriously, though, I believe that the scientist has a vital role to play in
the public life of the United Statss. One of the most impressive things to vhich I
have been exposed in 17 ysars of service irn the House of Representatives is the
effectiveness of a relatively amll group of aciuftiato in translating for laymea
like mo the dpiﬁmof.dimlmddnhlnmmhtofbhulthofmhﬁm.

There is a continuing great danger that scientists and the workd of scisnce
will be too far removed from the ordinary man, When this occurs, the ordinary
citisen is likely to fear ssience out of igmorante, On the other hand, the seientist
is likely to withdraw inte his laboratory because of fear of interferemce with his
werk,
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There mist be a common meeting grownd whsre science can be relsted to
_thondsctmunwmtdllmtmthootfoctlnmuofocim,
m..othgpm-nt.nlnbonphcovhmthohy-ncanlmut
necessarily the substance ¢f science, but how the scientist thinks and how
“he proceeds, | | |

I have talked of ssientists and reseerch for two reasons, m,thnm
that research in dentistry is Liwmmis nmiﬂuacmbfmhmw.
More funds are available asd mere pecple are imterested. |

Over the past fov years, it has besa ay privilegs te assist in the develep-
ment of research in demtistry through extemsion of Federal appropriations fer
Mm-mnw-, For the past five years, these funds have been
ssnsviat 1oss Shan Swe milliten dellars per year. Last year, hewsver, repressatatives
of the dental profession made a most persuasive case for extension of dental research.
They peinted out that the Federsl funds made available earlier had extemded the
rescarch base of demtistry, and increased the mumber of competent investigaters.
_ Equally isportant, they poizted owt that dental research had reeched the stage where
mch more work relating disorders of the teeth and mowth to the total functieming
ottboh.nhodyvumu-ry hmnatdthnmtwthmlml
budget of the Natiomal Tnstitute ofMulunnnhuaulndto“dum I
nhmmtmum,tmtmﬂﬁnnm”mw hnvoqndod
tbonl.ndthoquutyofrnunhinduum

)Vnoondrumform-m‘nmohisthtlhnmthhytown
~ research is the exceptional individual., It is from dental students in the upper
brackets of their slasses—joined with those from other fields—that the demtal
research of the future will coms. I hope that every dental studemt of high capacity
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ﬁn.-dmbm‘mhum,cmt,uaﬂ.—,hm
in the course of his climisal work the attitude of alert curiocsity that wnderlies
research,

In this commection; I returned yesterday from a trip to Burope in
comnection with the affairs of the World Nesih Health Organisation., On the
trip, I had the opportunity to visit a number of laborateries and some wniversity
departmsmts. I was strwck particularly by two things—the intense devotion of the
gredmte students and yownger faculty to science, and their very poor material
.ra-rdu. It struck ms that things are to a degree reversed in this coumtry. Ve
spend a great deal of money on tresearch and the salaries of scientists are very
high as compared with thoss of Buropeans. Put I somstimes doubt whesher the spirit
of dedication to research and the respect for learning is as great in this comntry
as in Burope. | |

Grouwps such as those repressuated by yow: honor socisty have a challenge
to perpstuate and extend the spirit of respest for excellemce that mst wnderlie
both elinical work of high caliber, inspired teaching and productive researeh.



