
REMARKS OF HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGARTY, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
SECOND DISTRICT OF RHODE ISLAND AT ANNUAL AMERICAN
FEDERATION OF TEACHERS DAY AT RHODES ON THE PAWTUXET,

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1957 AT 12 NOON

As I  understand i t ,  teachers' in s titu tes are 

almost as o ld  as the public school system o f education 

i t s e l f .  For a b r ie f period o f two days, you are 

provided with the occasion fo r  taking inventory, 

evaluating and reappraising various facets o f 

professional s k ills  and competencies. Your attention 

is  focussed on the problems which beset the educational 

process from the kindergarten on. And in  general, you 

are exposed to  experiences which aim to stimulate and 

i nspire you to  more e ffe c tiv e  means fo r  advancing the 

in te lle c tu a l, sp ir itu a l, emotional and physical needs 

o f our children and youth.

But in terest in  public education and the 

problems attendant upon i t  is  not restric ted  to  the 

professional educators. Of la te , nearly a l l  segments 

o f our community are beginning to  reveal an unusual 

awareness and in te rest in  our public schools and the 

problems o f education. Stimulated, no doubt, by the 

grass root organization o f the White House Conference 

in  1952, c itizen s councils, business, in du stria l and 

socia l organizations press forward to  consider -



the growing school population; necessary fa c i l i t ie s ;  

the teacher shortage, and above a l l ,  costs. With 

these developments, I  am sure, you are a l l  fam ilia r. 

Disclaiming any thought or pretense of  being a 

professional expert in  any area o f education, I  

would lik e  to address my thoughts to some aspects 

o f behavior and thinking which, although i ncidental 

to  the general problems o f education, should, I  

fe e l,  command our attention and in te res t.

F irs t, there is  the growing tendency on 

the part o f many people in  our lo ca l communities to  

think that the only solution to  lo ca l problems is  

action by the Federal and National Government.

This is  a habit o f thought or attitude o f mind that 

seems to  have been a product o f the depressions o f 

the th ir t ie s . That national catastrophe brought to  

lig h t many problem areas, socia l and economic, in  

which state and lo c a l governments ought to  have 

taken but e ith er would not o r could not. In to th is  

void  came the Federal Government with laws governing 

areas o f liv in g  formerly considered res tric ted  to  

the states and lo ca l governments. Since then, Federal
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action in  our socio-economic l i f e  seems to  have been 

in ten s ified . With the resul t , that today individuals 

and groups often pressed f or  the solution fo r  lo c a l 

problems, resort to action by the Federal Government.

And th is  seems to  be t rue now in  the area o f education.

A glance at the evolution o f socia l control in  

education would seem to substantiate my new point. In  

the ea rly  h istory o f the United States, education was 

considered the duty o f the home —  the private ind ividual 

or agency. But when the private ind ividual could not or 

would not accept th is  respon sib ility , the towns and lo c a l 

governments were asked to  take over th is  function. Since 

the t owns often  would not, or could not provide the means, 

the State governments assumed the function. And today, 

as you are a l l  w ell aware, the Federal Government i s 

being asked to  aid education because the states e ith er 

have the resources and w ill not do i t ,  or they want to  do 

i t  and lack the resources. And with the development o f 

the United Nations might there not be set up a supranational 

body — t o provide a id  fo r  the education in  countries lacking 

the resources?

Now there are many who view th is  development with 

a great deal o f  apprehension. To them, th is  incessant
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expansion o f Federal service seems to  foreshadow the 

d isin tegration  o f our Federal p o lit ic a l system and 

the destruction o f state righ ts and independence.  

Furthermore the consistent flow  o f money from the 

states and lo ca l governments to  the Federal Government 

fo r  a ll  sorts o f services rendered could accomplish 

the same end, by leaving the states fin a n c ia lly  impotent 

to  cope with th e ir  own problems. Whether th is  develop­

ment is  desirable or not is  another matter.

I  do not believe the Federal Government wants 

to take over these services. But, i f  the people o f the 

several states demand action  by the Federal Government, 

the Federal Government w ill take the action —  but at 

a price —  no services are fre e . And the money expended 

by the Federal Government fo r  these services to people 

o f the states can come only from the states.

May I  make my position  c lear in  terms o f Federal 

aid to  education. I f  states have the resources to provide 

th e ir  own fin an cia l means to  expand and sustain th e ir  

educational fa c il it ie s ,  I  believe they should, and ought.  

I f  states cannot, then out o f respect fo r  the righ ts o f 

children and youth, the Federal Government must a id .
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This tendency o f so many o f us to  throw so many
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o f our problems in to  the hands o f Government, is ,  i t  seems 

to me, contrary to  one o f the fundamental purposes fo r  

which our founding fathers desired the establishment o f 

a universal system o f public schools. I t  was th e ir  hope 

that the schools would tra in  minds to  think correctly —  

to  know what was righ t —  and to tra in  the w ill to  do 

what was righ t. Under the impact o f th is  universal 

public education, ind ividuals would exercise sp iritu a l 

d iscip lin e and se lf-con tro l. As se lf-con tro l was 

exercised, Governmental control would bo minimised.

Yet, today, government control seems to  be stead ily  

expanding. For some unexplained reason, there is  a 

growing tendency to  re ly  loss upon ourselves and more 

upon the Government.

Intim ately re la ted  with th is  tendency to  seek 

r e l ie f  through federa l action is  another facet o f  

education today —  that is  the high cost o f education.

I t  r e a lly  should be a surprise to  no one that the costs 

o f education are going up. The costs o f a l l  goods and 

services have gone up. Why education should merit some 

paralyzed exemption is  hard to  see. Building m aterials 

and labor costs have follow ed the in fla tion a ry  sp ira l. 

Teachers' sa laries seem to  be slow ly approaching a
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professional le v e l under the twin influences o f pressure

from your professional associations and the economic law 

o f supply and demand. Our shame i s that i t  took an 

economic law to  redress a moral and professional wrong 

which endured fo r so many years. And the tragedy i s

that our po licy o f low sa la ries  never attracted  the
 

constant and adequate supply o f teachers so v it a lly

needed today. We r eap only what we sow. For years,
 

teachers in  th is  sta te , and other sta tes, by accepting

low sa laries were in  a very rea l sense subsidising

the public schools. I f  there p reva ils in  some areas

o f our national l i f e  today an a n ti-in te lle c tu a l

a ttitu de, could i t  not be possibly traced to  the

cheap value our educational institutions have

placed on the s k ills  and competencies o f our

professional in te llec tu a ls?

But there is  another aspect o f school costs 

which should merit some consideration -  -
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For some t ime now,  there seems to have developed in  the 

minds o f many o f our c itizen s the concept that the 

school is  the so le educational in s titu tion  in  the 

community. Only the school seems to be competent enough 

to  provide the necessary experiences from which the 

young can lea rn . As a resu lt,  over the years,  the 

resp on s ib ilities  o f other in stitu tion s w ithin the 

community have been thrust upon the school. I  am sure 

you are a ll  w ell aware o f the additional subjects, 

services and a c t iv it ie s ,  form erly the resp on s ib ility  

o f others, and now assumed by the school.

Whether the school should take these addi­

tion a l resp on s ib ilities  is  a question beyond my 

competency to  decide.  But they do measure a sizab le 

part o f school cos ts . I f  the people o f a community 

want these ite m  in  the schools,  then they  must pay 

fo r  them-— the necessary fa c i l i t ie s ,  fa cu lty  and
 

equipment.  But, i t  seems to me that such additional

resp on s ib ilities  should not be assumed at the risk  

o f not having enough money to  cover other fa c i l i t ie s  -  

one o f these would be teachers' sa la ries .

F ina lly , there is  the area o f professional 

relationships -  the whole clim ate o f personal and 

professional re la tion s which ought to  p reva il among



administrators and teachers i f  e ffe c tiv e  teaching 

is  to  be rea lized . To sustain the righ t clim ate 

i f  i t  ex ists , or to  promote a b etter clim ate, 

teachers organize in to independent associations or 

associations a ff ilia te d  with the AFL-CIO. No one, 

i t  seems,  questions the teachers' r igh t to  form such 

associations fo r  the protection  o f th e ir righ ts  and 

the advancement o f th e ir professional w elfare.

But there are many who question the righ t o f teachers 

to  take any e ffe c t iv e  or dramatic action when these 

righ ts and th is w elfare are not respected or 

are threatened.
Now the righ t o f teachers to  s tr ik e  

is  s t i l l  debatable. Denied by law in  some states; 

not covered by law in  others; restrained by courts 

in  some state;  not ye t adjudicated in  others.

But, u n til our leg is la tu res  act, i t  might be w ell 

to  remember that the p rin c ip le  o f "Separate but equal" 

was a court decision that governed ra c ia l re la tion s  

in th is country fo r  many years -  u n til 1954.

Some day, some court or leg is la tu re  w il l  

provide us with the answers to  such questions as:

Do teachers when they s tr ik e , s trik e  against the 

authority o f the sta te, or against the abuse or 

arb itrary use o f that authority?
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Does a ma jo r ity  o f the people o f a 

community through th e ir agency, the school committee, 

have the r ig h t to  v io la te  with i mpunity, the righ ts  

o f a m inority in  terms o f wages, hours or working 

conditions?

I  suppose the rea l tragedy involved in  a

teachers' s trik e  is  that they should ever have to  

resort to a s trik e . I t  seems to me that, deprived 

o f a righ t to take d irec t action  to p rotect th e ir righ ts 

and advance th eir w elfare, i mmediate steps should be 

taken to  provide some procedural means by which co n flic ts  

can be resolved w ith ju stice  and despatch.

Personally, although they may have queer ways

of showing i t ,  I  b e lieve  that most parents resp ec t 

teachers, esteem them and are gratefu l fo r  th e ir in teres t 

in  the young. There is  no question, that slow ly but 

sure ly , the professional status o f teachers is  advancing.  

What you mig h t not be able to  accomp lish  through reason 

and discussion, the law o f supply and demand may 

ef fe c t  quickly.

To my knowledge I  can re c a ll no teacher

who died leavin g a la rge  estate o f what we ca lled  

wealth -  as a matte r  o f fa c t -  even a small es ta te .

I f  perchance there were teachers outside these cate­

gories, I  fe e l certa in  the surplus could not have come 

from th e ir sa la ries .
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In view o f the fa c t that we have been 

so la te  in  adequately evaluating the services 

o f the teachers, I  am strongly disposed to  nourish 

the conviction that teachers draw th e ir energy 

and th e ir  insp iration  from a source above and beyond 

the anticipation  o f m aterial rewards.

The fa c t that throughout a l l  these years 

o f fin an cia l famine, so many o f you remained w ithin 

the teaching profession and so many others entered, 

bespeaks a sense o f dedication and consecration 

to  the services o f others that too often  has been 

unheralded and unsung.

And as time and honest conviction 

show us the error o f our ways, I  hope that the mind 

and heart o f a l l  your pupils w ill speak eloquent 

gratitude in  terms o f higher and more professional

sa la ries .
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