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assisted the Publie Health Service in the continuing resoluti

ine production and testing, as well
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(6) Lk yesb, thmgh legislation which I sponscred
and supported, ﬂm- was a splendid demonstration of the
M&Wﬁt the States to plan and carry out their own programs
~w -am the available ﬁmawnld be used among the most
Wm m groups. m Po mxm Vaccine Assistance
Aet permitted the States to pi&; up where the National Founda=

tion's free vaceination program left off, and it is reasonably
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| corbun that additional money will be made aveilable by the
Federal government to purcha ase vaccine e for the States this

year. I see in this wlmtm, cooperative effort the

teristics of a sound national health program, in
. which broad latitude for private application is coupled

with government interest to assure that the lenefits of

mambh reduction of polio among the total pupulation.

'!’hm'm resultes of which we as a Nation may be intensely
'prmﬂo |

I sald at the beginning of my talk that I ses 1956
as the most critical year in the conquest of poliomyelitise

Here are some of ther casonf for this views
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.(1) ﬁ:m is a clear challenge to industry and mmm'-h
ment to contdnue to make improvements in the production and
testing of the Mc.ma and to make vacgine availsble in ever-

increasing volumes Products of this kind are always being

dified in the light of new data and new experience. I

Mmtmmatmanwwmnmmmwm

dhmgo in dosage m-m Th R® may even be a basic change
in the vaccine itself, Q n.-ac, the expectation is that

o find ways to incresse the usefulness

WﬁMWaf the mdmmt has been so successfully
(2) Another challenge is to the medical and publie
 health professions, With almost a year of experience behind
us, it m mmﬂwmt there be strong programs of
 professional and public education to remove whatever

lingering doubts there may be eoncerning the safety and
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effectiveness of the vaccine. In this connection, I was

 pleased to note that our neighboring state of Massachusetts

‘has just decided to resume its polio vaecination program
The Bay State suffered a tragic po}de experience this spring

and summer, and it is devoutly to be hoped that soon it may

not be possible for m:to Mmm

M fight against poliomyeli

wwwm,inunm. In the

ot poreind ulmtm We must drive to improve and increase
S s o vasilling. Wi Tivl Hitet atsateivé Tgs % Mouadin
| its use. Ve have yet to establish the duration of immunity,
or to estallish with a high degree of certainty the best tines
and methods of vaccination. And o have yet to demonstrate

that an enlightened and vitally interested people can make
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this disease from our country and ultimately from the Sane
of the earths.

(4) Most importait of all, it seems to me, is our

continuing responsibility to provide for the special needs

of the MMG and their families who have suffered from

this affliction in the past and will suffer in the future.

Here is an opportunity with few  for the American

feas ot mo for 1956. It

gives assistance to those who must bo helped, and enables
many Yo recover from or to be happy and productive in spite

'ax‘ their amicum. It marta vital research, and it

for progress.

I commend its activities not only for what they are,

but also for what M m



-1l -
I have spoken of the past and of the future. And I
' have limited my remarks o poliomyelitis, because that is
yourmeial inwast- md ‘the focus of 4his special occasion.

I should like to close with an extension of these

remarks to the total health fiel
| M health is an essential resource of the American

people. It is not just absence of disddse, but rather it is

heelth practice can provides

‘One way to do this is through medical research. The
Nation must provide a strong mcmh structure, both in the
basic sciences and in the fields more directly related to

Another way is through strengthene
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medical car.vmd public health programs., It is certainly true
that the nation must extend the bensfits of today's knowledgs, A
both more and m otfoctivgly and to more and more pecplee

We are eami’am to ﬂu gmeh for progress in health
through mmh publiec lmd private; professional groups
that we have the

8. It is my

~of Ameriecan people can be brought under controle
This is the promise that can be seen for poliomyelitis.

When I talk with groups of this kind, I am certain that the

- promise will be f



