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W e are  a  re lig ious peop le  w hose  in stitu tions p resuppose  a  S up rem e 

B ein g ."  T h u s sp o k e  th e  S u p rem e C o u rt o f th e  U n ited  S ta tes, w ith in  th e

w e e k ,  w h e n  i t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  o u r  C o n s t i t u t i o n  d i d  N O T  f o r b i d  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f

children from public schools, for a few minutes each week, so that they
m i g h t  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  w h e r e i n  t h e y  w o u l d  l e a r n  a  l i t t l e  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t

the God Who made them.

Th Suprem e C ourt w as speaking of A LL the people of the U nited S tates

when it made that statement - and it seems to me - and I have thought of

this many times - it seems to me that it would be well if every one of us

would try to steal two or three minutes out of very day for a thought or 

tw o on the ro le w hich  G od p lays in  our daily  lives. It takes only  a m inute

or so, but the possibilities - if every American would adopt the practice - 
are tremendous.

I  a m  b o t h e r e d  c o n s t a n t l y  b y  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  a t  n o  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y

h a v e  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  i n d u s t r y  b e e n  s o  w e l l  c o o r d i n a t e d  t o  p r o v i d e

man with all his material needs. Of these things we boast - but rarely is

there a  w ord  of thanks to  A lm ighty  G od, W ho in  H is goodness has m ade these

th in g s  a v a ila b le  to  u s .

In our great country we boast of our material greatness - and we use our

important and successful position as a standard of value for measuring the

 progress - or lack of it - of all the peoples of the world. So persistent
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and so dominant has been the emphasis on material comfort - that the think-

i n g  o f  a l l  o u r  p e o p l e ,  I  f e a r ,  h a s  b e c o m e  d i s t o r t e d .

W e  fin d  m a te ria l v a lu e s  d isp la c in g  m o ra l v a lu e s . W e  ju d g e  a  m a n  b y  

the money he spends; the home he owns; the car he drives. The man with

th e  b e a u tifu l th in g s  is  a  su c c e s s fu l m a n ; th e  m a n  w ith  la rg e  fa m ily -

living in a house that needs painting - and driving a second-hand car - 
h e ,  p o o r  f e l l o w ,  i s  a  f a i l u r e .

T a l k  w i t h  y o u r  a s s o c i a t e s  a n d  s e e  i f  i t  i s  n o t  t r u e  -  a s  y o u  m u s t
h a v e  a d m itte d  to  y o u rs e lf  m a n y  t im e s  

-  t h a t  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  m a n y  o f  o u r

l iv e s  -  i s  th e  u r g e  to  g e t  m o r e  a n d  b e t t e r  th in g s  o f  a  m a te r ia l  n a tu r e -  
(a bank account, a home in a desirable neighborhood, 
a new car, and clothes

w h i c h  w i l l  k n o c k  t h e  n e i g h b o r s '  h a ts  o f f ) .

 M a y b e  t h e  o b t a i n i n g  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
m i g h t  i n v o l v e  a  " l i t t l e "  d e c e i t ,

o r  a  " w h i t e  l i e '  h e r e  a n d  t h e r e .  B u t  i f  y o u  b a s e  y o u r  s t a n d a r d s  o n  e c o n -
o m i c  n e c e s s i t y  a n d  t h e  d o m i n a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y -  

th e n  th e  " l i t t le "  d e c e it  a n d  th e  " w h ite  l ie "  a re  e a s i ly  ju s t if ie d .

I t  m a y  b e  t h a t  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  b a n k  a c c o u n t  a n d  t h e  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  o f  

l i f e  l i e s  i n  th e  f u l f i l l in g  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t io n ;  m o r e  lo f ty  p o s i t io n
i n  a  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t  -  o r  e l e c t i o n  t o  a  p r o m i n e n t

pub lic  o ffice . T hough  a  m an  w ill p roduce  ev idence  w h ich , he  th inks, 

demonstrates beyond the shadow of a doubt that his personal life is exem-p l a r y  -  m a n y  t i m e s ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n ,  
a  m a n  w i l l  n o t  s h r i n k  f r o m  s u b t l e
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suggestions, or even character assassination if need be, to win the promo-

t i o n  o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t o  h i m  i s  a l l  i m p o r t a n t .

I  a d m i t ,  r e a d i l y  t h a t  a m b i t i o n  i s  a  g o o d  t h i n g .  E v e r y  m a n  w o r t h  h i ssalt should be striving every 
d a y  i n  e v e r y  w a y  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  h i s  f a m i l y

a l l  t h e  g o o d  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a  g o o d  
G o d  h a s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s  p o o r  m o r t a l s .

But I insist, without God in a man's daily life, there is no accomplishment

that is worthwhile.

The good God has provided many things with which to make man's life

e n j o y a b l e .  T o  m a n ,  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  o f  t h e  f u l l n e s s  o f  H i s  n a t u r e .  B u t  G o d
asks certain things in return. It seems to me - an ordinary mortal who has

struggled with parking regulations, wage and price controls, and federal
state and municipal tax laws of all kinds, that it is foolish to argue

that a "free" man should always be allowed to "do as he pleases."

Because neither the individual nor the family is completely independ-
ent and self-sustained, there is the need for an organized civil society.

T h e r e  f o l l o w s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  m u t u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
a n d  f a m i ly  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  o f  t h e  c i v i l  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  s o c i e t y  o n  t h e

o th e r  h a n d .

The individual m ust sustain the governm ent of his civil society - by 

h is active partic ipation . E ven  though th is partic ipation  be only  through

the  m ed ium  o f vo ting , it IS  a  responsib ility . T H A T  governm en t o f c iv il 
s o c i e t y  m u s t  s u s t a i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  t h e  f a m i l y  w h i c h  i s  t h e  b e d r o c k  o f

ou r dem ocratic  socie ty .
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T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  G o d  
a s k s  o f  a l l  o f  u s -  o u r  r e s p o n s -

ib lity  to  o u r  fe llo w m a n , o u r  fa m ilie s , a n d  to  th e  c iv il g o v e rn m e n t o f  so c ie ty

in general.

In  e v e ry th in g  w e  d o  -  in  o u r  p r iv a te  l iv e s  a s  in  o u r  p u b lic  l iv e s ;

i n  t h e  i n t i m a t e  c o n f i n e s  o f  o u r  h o m e s  -  i n  o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  o u r  n e i g h -

bors, our friends and our business associates - there must be a recognition
of 

t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  G o d  i f  w e  h o p e  t o  a v o i d  t h e  m o r a l  d e c a y  w h i c h  h a s

b ro u g h t o th e r  n a tio n s  to  g r ie f .

To my way of thinking there are not two standards of morality - one for

m y  d a ily  l i f e -  a n o th e r  fo r  m y  p u b lic  l if e . T h e re  is  o n ly  o n e . I t  is  G o d 's

s tan d a rd s . T h a t s in g le  s tan d a rd  co v e rs  a ll m an 's  re la tio n s  to  G o d , to  h im -
self and 

to all the world in which he lives. It applies to every conceivable

s itu a tio n  in  l ife  -  in  th e  h o m e , in  b u s in e s s , in  p o li t ic s , a n d  e v e ry  w a lk  o f

l i f e .

I f  a  m a n  w i l l  b e  t r u e  t o  h i s  C r e a t o r  -  h e  c a n n o t  c o n d o n e  a  d o u b l e  s t a n d -
a r d  w h i c h  n o t  o n l y  t e m p t s  a  m a n  t o  

l i v e  h i s  l i f e  i n  t w o  s e p a r a t e  c o m p a r t m e n t s  -
b u t  c o n v i n c e s  h i m  t h a t  t h i s  c a n  b e  d o n e  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o m p r o m i s e  o f  m o r a l  p r i n -

c ip le s .

We have a common expression in this country. Every so often we hear a
person referred to as "two-faced." The man who pays lip-service to God

w h i l e  i g n o r i n g  t h e  p a r t  G o d  p l a y s  i n  h i s  d a i l y  l i f e  -  a n d  h i s  p u b l i c  l i f e -
is "two-faced."
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Our people, as the Supreme Court of the land, has again confirmed, is

a  r e l ig io u s  p e o p le . R e l ig io n  -  in f u s e d  in to  o u r  d a i ly  l iv e s  w il l  p r o d u c e

a  s in g le  s ta n d a rd  o f  m o ra lity  o f  w h ic h  a ll  o f  u s  c a n  a n d  w ill b e  p ro u d .

Only religion can supply the driving force which is the absolute essential

o f  a  l i f e  w e l l - l i v e d .  T h e r e  i s  a  p l a c e  f o r  r e l i g i o n  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s

no matter what form of society we move in. If religion is permitted - I 
would rather say encouraged - to exercise its influence on our lives - 

then we can expet that all men charged with the responsibility of govern-

m e n t -  w ill  d is c h a rg e  th e ir  d u tie s  fa ith fu lly  a n d  w e ll . T h e  g re a t  F a th e r

o f h is  co u n try  in  h is  F a rew e ll A d d ress  sa id  -

"Of al l  th e  d isp o s itio n s  a n d  h a b its  w h ic h  le a d  to  p o litic a l
p r o s p e r i t y ,  R e l i g i o n  a n d  M o r a l i t y  a r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  s u p p o r t s . . .

reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national
m o ra lity  c a n  p re v a il in  e x c lu s io n  o f  re lig io n s  p r in c ip le ."


