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Address of Bomablo John E. Fmﬂy, Owumn, Second Rhode
Island Distriet, at the 49th Anmual Convention of the Rhode Island State

Branch, Anmm Federation of Labor - at Pmidmoo, Rhode Island - May,
i Mobw 30, 1949

Having appeared before American Federation of Labor conventions on
'ﬁmpmuMm,Iuamotmmwaaprndma
cpprahm for your invitation may sound trite, I do, however, wish ~
ﬁﬁmmmutwm temmmtbatlumt
grateful for your kind Mtamn to address this convention.,

Deep in my heart I am conscious today, as I am every day, of your
unstinting support and, above all, of your unwavering loyalty in the years
past. The fact that I number among you so many personal friends and intimate
associates has always been a source of great pride., Few men in public office
'_hummntoembanmtﬂdamv ends. I am sure that
*uuuumb-naaxmtou 'agunmtzmmtm.

I know all of you are concerned for
He stability and suceess of the trade
m«mmm mmwmswm. I know that your
‘umm:mthtmum'mwnppmmmwpmummch
mmo:munmmsmmhathMmmw And the

_ ‘probleas are many and varied.

‘l What is to be done about unemployment? ihy are business enterprises
‘leaving the area? What about pensions, housing, medicine and health, education
and nn: othcn? Now, nem» ml question the fact that these problems must
bom!.vd. m&emmmmlomiowapwwuymmm
mtmyu.tmwmv.rmamxtummuwm
the only agency which ean effect a solution. lhen something comes up the ery

the welfare of your membep



is MWWMM&&%“ .

mmmwumntmnmunwm-m
mmummwmmuumu&mum
quarters. From the pulpit, the microphone, and from the pages of the
press come the warnings that we are moving toward statism, and the welfare
state., Ue are told that this extension of state responsibility into all
areas of our social activity is 2 radical departure from our American way
of life.

Now if there is a departure from the American way of life, it is
plain common sense to ask, "From what are we departing?” ihat is the imerican
way of life.

The American way of life, as I understand it, is based on certain
principles or rules of action which guided the fouhders of our Government in
ite ereation and which they bequeatiied 0 us as & heritage so that we
- compatible with God's moral

2, That as a creature of God, all men are equal.
3+ That as a creature of God he has certain rights or
tion. Freedom of job opportunity and slequate pay to
provide himself and his family with deeent food,
MR



his initiative and develop fully his physieal,
independence commensurate with human dignity.

5» That the possession of these freedoms imposes on men
the responsibilities or duties which go with freedom -
duties to God, himself, his neighbors, and his Govern-
ment.

6. That the failure to recognize and accept these
responsibilities will mean the loss of his freedom,
and the degradation of his nature.

the American way of life. ILven the
reveal they have but one purpose - te
freedom of each person. All of us wil
guided our actions, the rights
motivated more by the respect f

PO; ments which eivil society had yet devised -
the Deelaration of Independence and the Constitution of the new Republie.
If these prineiples were universally applied there would be no reason for the
Government to extend its power, control and responsibility, for as self control
diminishes, State control must increase or chaos will ensue,

If, as some think, we have detoured from our traditional American
way, it seems to me very important to inquire why have we done so? Why has the
Federal Government been compelled to assume more and more of our individual and
social responsibilities which go with Freedom? Let us consider some examples.

Back in 1887 and 1890 - our Government was compelled to pass laws

-de



- regulating the reilroads and monopoly business enterprises, lhy did the
Government do ﬁ? Muacuuraumdomdmmpd:humsm tailod
to recognize the rights of others. ihen business failed to control itself,
the Government had to set up controls. The p“plo domum.d i%.

Now we are all familiar with the Wagner Act of 1935, wherein the
Government gave legal recognition to man's natural right to assoeiate in
tndo unions for the protestion of those natural rights., ¥hy did the Goverr
ment have to extend its control into the area of labor-management relations?
The answer is obvious - industry, through its mgmﬁ, failed, and in many

~cases wilfully fought against, the right of the working man to join umions to
ensure these rights,

What about the Social Seeurity
right to provide against the day whe
aceident of eld age, they are depr
That definitely is the respondd

\et of 19357 People have & natural

of the individual if his pay and resources
are such to warrant it. pay 1sn't adequate or if, through eiveun-
stances beyond his e« ean't provide, upon whom does the responsibility
rest? mn,umm, w«u«mwutm.mm,m
Government lwpd into another area of our life. Management, -mhs.nms.
tagged the Soeial Security Act as soelalistie, today considersthis legislatien
.umumums. “‘ ‘ | 8
mmmnwwmmmmammmmm
some means of support - | "‘nwumm - %o workers who, as a
result of business conditiens are separeted from their jobs. Why did the
Government intervens here? It is good business practice in industry to insure
st Mines against pariods when, because of conditions which cannot be contrelled,
mnmoMmeinmmwmomm
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insurance is considered a cost of production. Then what about the man whe
operates the machine, who because of uncontrellable ¢ircumstances, is
tmodhmw&,hmmmud%mwmmoammlou
of food, clothes, shelter? Was not that, equally, a cost of production?
iho failed to assume the responsibility here? '

These are but a few instances - from many which could be cited.
in each example, the Government was compelled to assume the responsibilities
and duties which individuals or social institutions shirked. As individuals
failed to fulfill their obligations and exercise self-control, the Government
wes compelled to assume these duties and exercise State control.

Now, all of us realize, that our f
be responsive to the needs of the people.

| the other parties, has been most responsive
%o the people’s needs, It doss nob seek power through the extension of controls.
nuhmpmwmmmnﬂhﬂnthﬂyuhhuwm
mmmummm m»u-&nuumm&,m
education, - and other areas. |
nm:mawmwmmmmaxmm
pﬂamuMw,Mthwmmmdmc.
wmmwammmmm;mmmmm
mmnotthhphmw'mhnmmmmm&au
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Whmm«h, mmmﬁththo cooperation
of industrial w, ‘actively throug the Me American primiplu of
«n»un m amm MM standards of living, more freedom,
a greater amet Mty!wtb“ﬁmynphﬁmwmm
mmmmamuuwwrmm dispensation. If so much has

mmmmmmwmmmmammmm,
umwmmm.wuumwmmmm.
'Myhrm'lM along the road of social progress - has been
marked by the efforts of Labor in America, and it is a source of grest
satisfaotion to all of us that we have played such a prominent role in the
development of cur concept of American dem '
~ But there is still maach to be

.‘ ‘mmm-mmmuuwm«u
r8 go0c dmm“%&%gooddwomry
wmmmmmm and the American scene shows
mmz«uwuw-xmmm, through the promotion
efﬁonlrmothhr,hapmtdummmuwwwm

greater markets tw industry's output,

Corporation profits are not the sole mark of a prospercus society.
Of far greater importance, particularly today when our scoiety is under constent

attack, is the well-being, the peace and contemtment, the knowledge and security,
| Organized labor in the United States has always distinguished itself
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for its educational activities. xwmmvm»unmmmu
.uw-ummmxmmwmwmmm
unumummmtmm.mmmummwvm
'Mnmmmmmmummnmmpmamam
uu,-«o.,

' _Ihmmm. There 13 148t1e tine left for petty selfishness
um mmmmuumMNMuku
-,thbm;mhmmddmmm mmm
mwuummm.mwmu.uumumm
'mmummutm Strive ever to promote the welfare of your
people - mmm.mmmh all the people of the world,




