Address delivered by Honorable John E. ?dgmy, Congressman from
the Second Rhode Island District, at the Semi-annual Convention of the
MWS&“MM&.MM!M’&@MW: held at the
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Branch of the American PFederation of Labor.

I have always toltthnt these conventions were the most important part
~of the year's activities for all Labor leaders. Here it is we have an oppor-
tunity to examine our mnéant throughout the previous six months, and on the
bn:la ef w experience thus gained, to lay plans for our future operations.

,Ihanmwithwnmmdmm occasions. I have attended

many of these mﬁim; as a delegate taking @w part in dih. proceedings,
and in recent nm, ag your guest - Representative in4camua of

, I anticipate hearing reports on the activities
5 } st first hand your estimate of economic

~ conditions based on the experience you have gathered in the actual contests
being waged in the economic arena,

All of us have a great deal to learn from each other - and in that sense,
I have felt each year, Iahmld-mawrtohrmtemaMdmﬂ. a8
it were, on the eveats taking place in your Nation's Capitel.

Enr:omoruhkmmefmmemhmwm~
wmnmmimoummwmmm = to prevent the repeal of the
Wartlvm. Mmotuhmtkmlyamatthommum
ontthtWﬂhWtow&potmthoMkaMalmmmm



| mthMtafamihmothtoonmmlm.

For myself, I can recall having a great deal of patience with men who
oxprmed the belief that cm pmui.m of Taft-Hartley were not harmful
to labor mim. lot agreeing with tha, but re¢specting their opinions, I
listened to and sympathized with their views. However, since the convening
- of the 83.“ Goagml, I have been forced to the conclusion that mm.y
is not l!rll! a lqhhuw metuat, but it has becoms a ahiboloth to the
llat-ioml M&tm of Mamfacturers. ‘Bo it thcy cling in d(upomtion, it
seems. It is Mdont, to me at least, that the omt of this hg:luhnen
ropmonmmmm success achieved by NAM in the legislative halls
excemutm;'mrtommwuwot- Deal. It has come to
' up to organized Labor

Mldumthsmtatwmmm whether or not he is
typualothhormrmy which will support their contention that Labor's
interests are mmm to the general welfare.
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legislators, they solemnly promise a virtual filibuster to prevent the outright

 In the light of such performance this convention of the R. I. Branch of
mmmmrumumm mmarmmmmw
mumum@wumum it is important to all to know that you
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AM contact, such experlensce, would demonstrate clearly that the ends
of Labor and the m of a happier and more mnpu-oui America are one and the
same, Labor, dtaps.to muum diatribes to the contrary, seeks no personal
| Wmnt-' but g&s, through the betterment of the lot of its members,
the betterment af!ihfo lot of all Americans. Its interests are one and the
same with mm and social jusm and econoiic security.

zunmmmtmtmu-umenmwamuamy
vivid Mtutioa of the simllarity between labor's ends and the common good.
Wth:IMnlhtMtothowtatmolmdomuntho
t.cm.m need for atwu, research, construction, development, pmtm -
«mwwmmthomum dhmuwht&hn&lynp

our country's utrm.

Many times it was brought ho foreefully, that there was a
gmmmwhmﬂm. » tott.he.Maotum-andthn

Health, Publie A

making alignments or mingc withln tln Appmmtm Mtt« of the House
of Representatives - established one sub-comuittes to nm t.o tho needs of
ta-mmn.pmmmrmm WtyAm Ihanthumrw

be the Qhama of this sommittee in the present Congress. The activities
of this committee have convinced me that there is a genuine and intimate tie
between the activities of these agencies. }

" During the €0th Congress - I think it is needless to poimt out to you =~
| there was a concerted effort to emasculate the Labor WM reduce it
%o a state where it would be ineffective. A great deal of progress was made

toward this end, Vital functions of the Department wers wrenched from its grasp -
W . i “ o '



and deposited in other places = where it was hoped time would gradually pro-
_dmath‘irax!mﬁm" A v ‘ |

Thtpnuﬂ%ngnn,.}utat«“yam Wthm&um
detmmmdeMtatLahormmwuc
ummmummmnw I am not yet content. I know
there is still much %o be done. And I promise you, God willing, it shall be
dias -

Those who appumwoumeem.tm pleading for & square deal for -
'm Labor Departaent, were, aside from technical experts, the self~same persens
who app eared btfbn us - pleading for M for the mtmuoa of elinies;
hospitals, sanitaria, and research facilities im preventative medicine.

_ | Durinc mput two years, while I ah\"%thh committes, I was con~
seious of the great good whieh eould | ished by a thorough understand-
ing of the activities of both these vitel Federal agenciesj the Department
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® is allotted to me as your Representative in the
, ' __ ‘, of every oppomwto wld.nto every
ththdwmmw
xupmoyouummaammm-mmum. While
umhiathmmotmw.~w“n'tm and other rep- '
mwu'otmmﬁm mknommutommmm
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 labor seeks the security of all its members - by so doing it, of
necessity contributes to the security of all Americans.
The promotion of the gmnlnlnu, demands peace of mind - as well

as a strong and healthy body. Itéennd-atmtmtmefpmmuada
e § -
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