
- Radio speech by Congressman John E. F ogarty , 2nd D is tr ic t  o f Rhode I sland -  
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One hour program sponsored by Af o f L League fo r  P o litic a l  A ction.

Owing as I do f ro m t he ranks o f Labor and
having worked so c lo s e ly ,

as a Member of Congress fo r  the p a st e ig h t y e a rs , in  the in te r e s t  o f the working

people o f th is  S ta te  and Na tio n , i t  p leases me g re a tly  to  cooperate w ith  Labor's 

League in  bringing to  you the re al  issu e s  involved in  the coming e le c tio n .

And , b eliev e me ,  the issu e s are  r e a l .

has th e d is tin c tio n  between the p a r tie s  been so c le a r  and p o in te d . As evidence 

of t h is is  the avowed Repub lic a n  in te n tio n  o f re tu rn in g  to  the "good old days" 

o f t w e n t i e s  and e a rly  t h i r t i e s .  The e ra o f p len ty  -  but n o t fo r  th e  working

ma n . The days o f ru le  by the vested  in te r e s ts

lobbies. The time when big business was not

collective bargaining, unemployment compensation

aid  to  dependent ch ild ren  and the m u ltitu d e  o f

in to  being during the Democratic 

I  p erso n ally  cannot go

no working man nor anyone

permit a return to the type of thinking

through their pow erful W ashington

bothered by such 'annoyances' as

mandatory minimum wages,

o th er ben e f ic ia l  laws which came

administrations that followed.
along w ith  th a t  philosophy and I  am sure th a t

who labors for his living could accept it. We cannot
which plunged our country in to  t he l a s t

te r r ib le  depression and caused such widespread m isery and s u ffe rin g .

We mu s t i n s i s t  on a continuance o f le g is la tin g  f o r  a l l  th e people 

and not ju s t  th e p riv ile g e d  few -  a trend  which was broken by the p a st E ig h tie th  

Congress with i t s  sweeping program o f re a c tio n . 

That is the Congress which refused to pass a bill for Aid to Education. 
which objected to Slum Clearance and Pu b lic  Housing and in stead  brought fo rth  a

b i l l  to  guarantee- the banker a g a in st lo s s  on mortgages — and y et — h ad  th e 

auda c ity  to p resen t i t  as the answer -  the cure a l l  -  fo r  A m erica's housing sh o rtag e .

Which labored long and loudly to  produce a tax  reduc tio n  b i l l  which saved thousands

Not in the past sixteen years



for persons in the higher income brackets but pennies for the wage earners. Which

Departm ent o f Lab o r -  by a s

completely ignored the problem of high prices end suggested by its inaction that 

Nature should be permitted to take its course - regardless of the anguish and 
deprivation which must result.

The Congress which promulgated the infamous Taft-Hartley law . The law 

so widely publicized as freeing the worker from the bonds of slavery imposed on 

him by his villainous labor leaders - but which, in effect, actually tightened 

the shackles on both him and his union to a degree which can eventually threaten 

their very existence. The Congress which refused to consider the extension of 
Social Security to persons not now entitled to its benefits - but rather cut 

three quarters of a million people from its coverage. The Congress which slashed

much as forty per cent inthe appropriations for the
some instances - to a point where its services and efficiency have been drastically 

impaired. In fact, ladies and gentleman, a Congress which took seeming delight in 
imposing its despotic will on t h e  w o r k i n g  of people of America on every matter which 

came before it. 
 That is the record of

praised by the Republican party throughout the country. I think that you will agree 

with me that it must be changed - that for the welfare of the country we cannot 
permit it to continue. And it can be changed.

The time for action is near. There is still a week in which every working 

person can accept his responsibility to work in the interest of himself and for 

his family's welfare. If every such person will bring that record home to his 
family - spread it among his friends - see to it that the real issues are known and 
understood - then, I am sure, the people of the State of Rhode Island will exercise

Eightieth Congress which is today being so highly

their franchise next week in an overwhelming protest the forces of reaction
as represented by the Republican candidates.

against


