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T h e  a r s e n a l o f  d e m o c r a c y  c o n ta in s  m a n y  w e a p o n s .  T h e  m o s t  e f f e c t iv e  o f  a ll  -  a n d
one which grows in effectiveness in direct proportion to the extent of it use - is your sacred right to determine who shall conduct the affairs of your government.

W e are approaching another election day.  I want you to believe that I am sincere
when I say to you that it is more important that you cast your vote on election

day to demonstrate your faith in your country's future than that you do any other
thing.

The fact that you vote is of far more importance than for whom you vote!

I  know you  have o ften  heard  it said  that one w ho  fails to  exercise
fran ch ise  h a s  little , if an y , rig h t to  c ritic iz e  h is  g o v e rn m en t.
portance of the matter goes far deeper than that.

If you fail to vote - you are failing to practice
of our system of government.
you will not be alone in that in that indifference.

h is  r ig h t o f
B u t th e  im -

o n e  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s

Your repeated failure will breed indifference and

If indifference should become wide-

to the will of the people.  Such indifference helps to establish the belief that
any kind of government can get by - and the natural result will be a lowering of

Tonight, I address m yself, particularly, to the people who live in the

United States.

You may be sure that I am deeply grateful for the honor which you have paid me over
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the past eight years. I hope I have proven myself worthy of the trust you have

placed in me. I would like to have your continued confidence - but above all else - 

I beseech every one of you to go to the polls on November second and cast your 

ballot for those candidates whom you believe will best reflect your ideas, your 

wishes, your hopes - in the Government of your state and country.

As your representative, I am tonight in the position of one rendering an account 

of his stewardship. It is my belief that such an accounting is the obligation of 

everyone who holds public office. Only on such a report can you determine whether 

or not i have faithfully discharged the trust which you have placed in me.

I soon learned that  the Federal Government is a huge and complex structure.  I  con-

fess there were times when I knew discouragement as I sought the answers to problems

which some of you had given to me to solve. I can truthfully say that it was 

only because of continued persistence and determination that I finally came to 

understand thoroughly the intricacies of our Federal Government.  As a result I
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You first chose me as your representative in 1940 and have favored me with your

confidence ever since.

Upon taking up the duties of a Member of the House of Representatives in the Nation's

the interests of m y people w ere involved. I felt - and I continue to feel - that the 

duties of a Member of Congress encompass far more than a mere attendance at sessions

True, these things have to be done.  But a Member of Congress who confines his 

activities to these things - eventually learns that he has neglected vital concerns

of his people - and has failed to meet the full requirements of his office.



have been able in recent years to render to you the type of service to which I feel you are entitled.

From my studies I know there was a time when the Federal Government was a fairly

and little else.  Sessions of Congress lasted but a short time and a Member was able to spend a great deal of time back home.

All this has changed now. As the great railroads and highways spanned the continent,

as radio and television developed and the m eans of com m unication becam e so elaborate - 

ment.  More and more people have come to look to their government for assistance

and advice on the working out of their many problems.  They have come to look to

their government for the suppression of wrongful practices and harmful developments - 

action - rather than in letting economic and political forces run their course.

Our production facilities and our methods of distribution have developed so; our
means of transportation and communication have grown to such great importance, that

it is no longer possible to let them function on a hit or miss proposition.  Ingeneral, our domestic economy has become so intricate that our original conceptsof freedom - have had to be trimmed somewhat so that we can preserve order andprevent chaos.

Add to this the tremendously important position our country occupies in the affairs

of the world and it is readily apparent that our Federal Government can never again become the simple operation of years gone by.



Developments at home and abroad have convinced the average American that no one

of can exist as it were, in a vacuum. We are all dependent on one another.  Hence

we look to our Federal Government, in many instances, for advice and direction.

These things have contributed to making the job of a Congressman more important - 

and at the same time more difficult.

As your Congressman I have gained a great deal of experience in the operations of 

our Government, during the past eight years.  I have contributed in some measure
to the development of that government. I respectfully submit to you that youshould place a value on that experience which you have enabled me to obtain.  Atthe present time it is being put to use in order that I may render better serviceto you. I believe it is valuable to you. If I have been faithful to the trustyou imposed in me eight years ago - then I suggest that you retain the experienceand ability which has been gained. To that end I ask your vote of confidencewhen you go to the polls on November second.

will into effect in writing the laws - and making the plans - for these United States.

I t  c a n  s a f e l y  b e  s a i d  t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t  a l w a y s  b e e n  r i g h t .   I t  i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  I  c o u l d

my district.
po ssib ly  - no  m atter how  hard  I tried  - com ply  w ith  the  w ishes o f everyone

But - I ask you to consider the fact that my record demonstrates

that I have always done what I believed would be in the interests of promoting the
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On what do I base this claim that I have been faithful to your trust?

greatest good for the greatest number.



Even though you disagree with some of my conclusions - I know you will accord me 

honor of believing in my sincerity.  No man can say I ever acted from any-

Al l  o f  u s  a r e  a n x i ou s  I  kn ow t o  p r omo t e  t h e  ge ne r a l  we l f a r e  -  t o  ma k e  o u r  c ou n t r y

strong and secure - to promote prosperity; happy homes and happy people, with
plenty of food and clothing and hom es and schools for all.  W e are anxious, too, 
to  do w h a t e v e r  w e  c a n  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d  -  
happy and free peoples abroad, secure in the knowledge that they need never again fear the visitation of
the horrors of war.

However we may differ on the best methods of achieving those goals, we strive
m i g h t i l y  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e m .

These have been my purposes

It is m y belief they can never be achieved by indifference - or by
to party. I

part of the Members of Congress.

as your representative.  They continue to be my

blind submission

believe they can be achieved only through aggressive action on the

I think I have been aggressive as your representative. I can honestly say I  have

never a v o i d e d  
an issue because it was controversial.  Nor have I ever compromisedmy principles because to do so would bring me some word of praise.

As your representative I have served on the House Committee on Naval Affairs. On 

that Committee, membership gave me the opportunity to become thoroughly familiar

with our Navy. I am convinced it has been and it is our fir st line of defense.

Prior to the war that Navy w as regarded as  a one-ocean Navy - in danger of

-  5  -

thing but completely honest motives.

purpose.



entrapment -  should sabotage put the Panama Canal out o f action for even a 
short s p a c e  o f  t im e .  

I  j oined with those men who insisted on the expansion of our Navy. I  am proud 
of that part I  could play, as your representative, i n the building program which 
made our Navy one which could roam a l l  the seas of the world  -  putting down those 
who were in  tru th  -  enemies of the world ..

I t  i s my sincere regret that I  was forced to witness the emasculation of the
7Department of Labor.  This very important function o f our National Government came 

into being under a Republican Administration.  It has been maintained at Cabinet 
lev e l in  recognition of the vital part the w orkers of the country play in our 
dom estic econom y.  The 80th Congress, however, saw fit to strip the Labor Department 

of m any of its m ost im portant functions - and I fear it m ay be their plan to
relegate i t  to som e low er level in  the governm ent schem e.

The appropriations for the Federal security Agency saw many examples o f what I
term penny-wise and pound foolish
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Because of the experience I had gained as your representative in Congress, I w as 
e lec ted  - a fte r th e  c lo se  of the war -  to  the House Appropriations Committee.  On 
that Committee I was named a member of the sub-committee handling appropriations
for the Department of Labor and the Federal Security Agency.

During my service on this important Committee, I have been diligent in my attendance
at sessions where appropriations were to be considered.  As your representative
I fought against what I believed was a penny-wise and pound foolish policy of 
some committee members.  At the same time,  as I  know you would want m e  t o  d o ,  I
strove to avoid any waste of public funds.

operations.



This important branch of your government handles, among other things, Social 

security, Public Health, The Food and Drug administration,  The Office o f Education 

and the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

I am afraid I would bore you if I w ere to recite a long list of figures to prove 

my point that the 80th Congress was not serving the public interest when it reduced 

appropriations to the danger point for these functions.

As exam ple, le t m e cite  the vocational rehab ilita tion  p rogram . The o ffic ia ls  who 
operate this program  are interested in handicapped persons.  They endeavor to train

them so that they can become wage-earning people.  They have succeeded in an al-

Both from the standpoint of improving the lot of these unfortunates - and from the

standpoint of cold-blooded business - I argued that this program should be expanded 
I am confident that in  doing so I am working to promote the general welfare.

There were some members of the Congress who were more interested in slashing ap-
propriations -  than they were in  developing b e tte r c itizen s. My arguments fa iled . 
T h e re were  many such instances and I am convinced the over-all record demonstrates 
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a waste of  public funds in  such cases -  rather than a saving.

I  wish time permitted m y exploring this subject further w ith you. Perhaps I  shall 
be able to do so a t a la te r  date.

In addition to my work on these committees -  and the work of the Congress in  general.
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we need, provide the services we want.  They have purchasing power and help support
our economy.  In addition, out of their incomes and from the property they purchase
the Federal Treasury receives substantial sums in taxes.



there were a great many instances when people of my d istric t called on me for 
help in working out particular problems. I  was glad I could help.

My record - covering eight years as your representative - is an open book.
Most of you are familiar with it.  I hope you will examine it and on the basis 
of that examination determine whether or not I am entitled to your confidence 
during the next two years. 
The experience and ab ility  I have gained -  I  have because you have retained me in 
Congress.

I am grateful for the many opportunities I have had to help you.
I t  i s always a p l e a s u r e  t o  b e  o f  s e r v i c e .


