
Address delivered by Hon. John E.  Fogarty, M.C a t Flag Day Exercises, heldat West Warwick, Rhode Island, Saturday, June 14, 1947 by the Fraternal Order of Elks.

As a brother I am  proud to be here - to take part in these cerem onies
which this Lodge of Elks has arranged to honor the Flag of our country.

.

The great fraternal order of Elks has cone many fine things through-
out its history - but none, in my opinion, has won for it more genuine
respect am ong m en and w om en of all classes of society - than the services

w hich are being conducted annually throughout the country, to honor our
flag  - the great em blem  of this great R epublic.

There have been many flag days with all the glorious trappings
w hich attend such N ational holidays - at w hich A m ericans from  all w alks

of life have repeated the Pledge of Allegiance and have sworn their undying
devotion to the emblem of the free and the brave.

Please God there will be many more Flag Days before the hand of
fate w rites fin ish  to the last chapter of the story of th is glorious land .

and m artial m usic.  N o w here in all the land is there a heart so dead or
a  so u l so  ca llo u sed  an d  em b itte red  th a t it d o es  n o t s tir to  th e  s tra in s

r

of m arching feet and wild m usic.  Hardly an eye in the land without a tear - 
how ever slight or sw ift in passing - as the Stars and Stripes sw eeps by -
clean and defiant - its colorful lines and bed of stars m aking a natural
picture on the breeze which is eager to hold it out for everyone's ap- praisal.

Such an occasion warms the blood of every American and helps him
to recall the valiant deeds of great m en who have carved for them selves



a prominent place in  the w orld 's h is to ry , who have builded fo r th e ir  country 
a monument fo r a l l  the world to  see -  and who have made th e ir  fla g  an  object 
of love and hope fo r Am erica's friends -  and a  cause o f fe a r fo r  her enemies.

I t  rouses our sleep ing  fe e lin g s  of p rid e  and boastfu lness -  and as w e 
see t he f la g  on d isp lay  we walk  wi t h  our heads a  l i t t l e  h igher -  ou r chins - 
th ru s t fo rward  -  and in  our h e a rts  a  w illingness to  tak e  on anyone who w ould  
dare re fu se  to  kneel a t  i t s  s h r in e .

A ll th is  th e  f la g  means -  and w ell i t  m ig h t-  i f  we r e c a l l  bu t a  b r ie f
o u tl in e  o f  i ts  h is to r y .

B u t  -  a n d  I  s a y  t h i s  w i t h  a l l  h u m ility  -  I  think Flag Day should be
more than ju s t an occasion fo r ce leb ra tio n  an d  ex h ib itio n s o f p rid e  in  our 
homeland. Flag Day, i t  seems to me, sh o u ld  be an occasion fo r stock-taking;
fo r  the ex am in atio n , as it w ere , o f o u r co llec tiv e  co n sc ien ce  - to  see , 
honestly , where we have succeeded and where we have fa ile d  in  measuring up 
to  th e  du ties and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  upon us by the p a trio ts  who founded 
th e  United S tates of A m erica - and gave to  i t  th e  emblem which we honor here.

I t  seems to  me there  is  more than purely m aterial ideas involved
here.

We d o n 't come to  th is  place to  honor th e  mountains and valleys w hich 
make up our land; o r the m illio n s of tons of s te e l w h ich  its  m ills  produce,

 or the bu llion  and paper which comprise i t s  tang ib le w ealth .

I t  seems to  me th ere  is  something of t he s p ir itu a l s tir r in g  in  a l l  
our hearts as we reverse th is  symbol of a l l  th is  country m eans to us -  and 
to  countless m illions the w orld  over.

You and I  who a re  gathered here on th is  Flag Day i n 1947 - are  not
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You and I  have our own notions about the functioning o f ou r  govern-  
ment, even about the place each of us should occupy in  society ; about the 
kind of society we should  have and who should have honored places and who 
should move to  a lower s ta tio n . But when we honor the men who gave us th is

They set up a system of government designed to protect and advance
those rig h ts . That  system s t i l l  stands -  but how often have we seen th ose
rights of man compromised and weakened th rough a denial of the 
which are fundam ental in our dem ocratic system .

much d iffe re d  from the men and women whom we hono r when we honor the flag  
they gave us.  We come from d ifferen t walks of life - -  we have d ifferen t 
political, econom ic and socia l  ideas. But we have today but one love -  t he 

 love of Old Glory.

The f ormation of th is  Republic was not sim ply the consolidation
of several groups with a common purpose -  and common notions about  i t s  
achievement.  It  was the product of compromise and adjustment among men 
in te llig e n t and courageous enough to launch an experiment in  society .

flag  -  we have to acknowledge-  to  be honest to  them and to  ourselves -  
th a t they set their feet on an uncharted path.  T heirs w as a governm ent
w hich w as a departure - radical in the extrem e - from  the system  w hich then 
prevailed here, I t  d iffered  greatly from those governments which were then
supposed to characterize the greatest possible developm ent of nationhood.

You remember from your h isto ry  books that they adopted a s  th e ir  
guiding princip le the fac t t hat  a l l  men are created equal and are endowed 
by th e ir Creator with  certa in  inalienable rig h ts -  among which are l i f e ,   
lib e rty  and the pursuit of happiness.

p rin c ip les

The great Empire whose troops were driven from th ese very shores -  
strove to  reg a in  h e r m aste ry  o f th is  n a tio n  - w h ile  it s till s tru g g led  as
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an infant among the world's fam ily of nations.  Though there were mi le s  of

trackless forests -  inept communications -  and l i t t l e  money or equipment, 

brave men who loved America more than they loved l i f e  i t s e lf  -  resisted

and vanquished those attacks on the republic.

Internal s tr ife  -  the most b itte r  of a l l  human co n flicts -  sought 

to  tear th is l i t t l e  nation limb from limb. But  from Bul l  Run -  to Gettysburg 

to Appomattox -  there was but one thought -  "The Federal Union -  I t  must 

be preserved."

Through all the years this proud nation has grown more powerful - 

In spite of a ll the efforts to shatter her position. You know, and I know, 

i t  has thrived and prospered - not because it possessed potential wealth and 

power which staggers  the the imagination.  This Nation has thrived and prospered 

because i t  enjoys a warm love and respect which is  rooted deep in the 

hearts of the people it is designed to serve.

A n d  serve it m u st - th at p eo p le - if it is to  co n tin u e to  th rive

and prosper  during the years which are immediately before us.

That our system of government is threatened is a statement oft

repeated of la te .

There are those who fear an attack by some foreign power - w ith  a l l  

the la te st and most deadly weapons of warfare conceived by the mind of men.

There are those too, who see ominous signs on every hand and who

proclaim economic d isaster and is  just around the corner.
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Financial panics -  econom ic strife - w ith the confusion and disorder 

they always engender -  have thrown th e ir weight against the mighty founda - 

t i ons o f the republic -  but alw ays she has stood and thrown o ff the attacks.

panic



This nation  has re s is te d  every a ttack  o f every foreign power. This 
nation has successfu lly  ridden out every economic storm .

W h a t  t h r e a t  i s  to  our system of government l ie s  in  elements 
fa r  m ore insidious than a d isp lay  o f t he force o f arms - or the confusion 
and upheaval of financial panic.

Our system o f g o v ern m en t is a lw ay s th reaten ed  - if th e  c itizen s o f 
the R epublic f a i l  to  be a le r t to  every possible danger. For e te rn a l v ig i-  
lance is  t he price o f lib e r ty .

T h e  rea l a ttack  w h en  i t  comes w ill not be, I  am sure, by m artial 
m eans.  I t  wil l  be a  su rrep titio u s w orking on the m inds and hearts of m en - 
seeking to  convince them th a t th e re  is  sta b i l i ty  and comfort to  be had . 
under some o ther system.

Men may find  -  too  l a t e  -  t h a t  i t  is  th e  s ta b il i ty  and comfor t  o f
the slave who loves h is  chains - because he is  thereby relieved  o f a l l  worry; 
o r th e  s ta b ility  and com fort of the docile anim al who welcom es h is s t a l l  
because th ere  h e  fin d s th e  fo o d  h is  body craves.

B ut all m en  seek  security  - all m en  strive to  rem ove from th e ir  own 
intim ate c irc le  th e  fe a r of poverty and misery -  and i t  is  the  obligation  
o f a l l  who profess a b e lie f in  democracy, to  make i t  possible fo r a l l  Americans 
to  enjoy the g reat magnitude of benefits which th is  great  land a ffo rd s.

In th is  gr ea t nation -  over which s t i l l  f l ie s  the g rea test of a l l  
national em blem s - there is no  need  o f su ffering , no  excuse fo r w an t.  T here
is  no place fo r in to le ra n c e  and b igo try . And no can countenance bigotry
and hatred., find  excuse fo r wan t or condone suffering  -  and c a ll h im s e l f  

 a good. American.
Yes, our l and 's g reatest danger is  one of which we can r id  ourselves.

-  5 -



We can make this democracy again a  positive ,  d riv ing , progressive force - 
fo r the good and w elfare of a l l  Americans -  for the  hope and Insp ira tion  
f or  a l l  peoples who seek ju s tic e  and lib e r ty .

I t  wi l l  take our constant attention -  our unflinching effo rts -  
our aggressive determination. But the tim e and energy spent now in  ac­
complishing tha t purpose -w ill reap  a standard of l if e  surpassing a l l  
the good th ings we have already known.

Then we can be prouder s t i l l  of Old Glory -  not c o te n t merely to  
bask in  the re flec ted  l i ght  from the brave deeds of others who fought fo r 
her honor and glory -  but proud, and ju s tly  of what we have co n tri­
buted to  making i t  the emblem of red-blooded Americans, pure and clean 
of  h ea rt; w orking out th e ir  destinies under God's own Heaven -  each re ­
ceiving a  helping hand and a  word of encouragement from his  b ro th e r.


