
o f fancy may have taken then, none 

the privilege and the great - pleasure

Whatever indulgence my flights
could penetrate the fu ture and  reveal 

which was to be mine - sharing in your 
honor I am deeply grateful. 

Address delivered by Honorable  John E.. Fog&rty, MC at the 
Graduating Exercises of the Class of 1947 of LaSalle Academ y, Providence,

h eld  at L oew s State T h eatre on  F riday, Ju n e 13.

In every possible meaning of the phrase - this is indeed your
'

day, attended as It is with the thrilling sensation of a goal achieved -

and accompanied by all the traditional pomp and circumstance which your 
m em ories w ill capture and zealously store up for pleasant recollection in 
the years which are ahead.

As  i t  is  yours today -  so it was m ine just 17 years ago. I t   has
in  June of  1930 th a t I sat lik e  you -  exulting over my good fortune and

'
.

 praying th a t the speakers of the day would be men of much understanding

I  am anxious to take advantage of this opportunity publicly to
acknowledge my debt of g ratitude to the good Brothers of  the Christian

.  . . .
"Schools. The good Lord knows how may heartaches I caused t hem in  my years

"a t LaSal l e .  But ,  i f  i t  had not been for th e ir  guiding hand and. helpf u l
*

advice -  before and since my graduation - I could never have known the

measure of success which I have been priv ileged to enjoy.

And to m y Bishop - w ithout whose able leadership this great insti-
tution w ould have been struggling against considerable difficulties - I wish 

to extend my sincere thanks.  I trust he will believe me when I say that

I  am deeply  grateful -  as are a ll  LaSalle graduates - for all he has done
for our Alma Mater.



W e were concerned then - as you undoubtedly are concerned now

What occupations w ere open to us?
On what avenues of endeavor should we set our feet?
W ere we ready for the quest of fame and fortune or should we seek

further education before taking a place in  the economic arena?

to  consider  th em seriously.

Too often today our thinking, and  therefore our behavior - is 
determined by material rather than moral values.

 At no previous time in  human h istory  were the e ffo rts of science, 
business and industry so effic ien tly  co-ordinated to  provide man with a l l
his material needs.

with a problem very close to the re a litie s  of t i me and circumstances. 
What were we going to do to  earn a living?

These are v ital and important questions. In  fac t i t  i s your duty

But — as  necessary as earning a liv ing is  by i t se lf  -  i t  w ill not 
sa tisfy  a l l  of man's needs. Bread alone - w ill not bring you contentment 
and peace of mind. T h e  h a p p in e ss  w e  a ll se e k  - only real and permanent 
happiness which can sa tisfy  m an's soul - can be realized only through the 
fulfillm ent of our duties to  God - our neighbor, and ourselves.  To us,
then, l if e  involves not only the duty of earning a liv in g , but, of fa r greater
importance by fa r -  the duty of learning to  liv e .

This duty is important to you now, and as you meet the challenging 
com petition  in  p ro fessional fie ld s, in  industry , and  in  the m arket p lace -
as t im e ro lls on -  you, lik e  us , w ill reap your share of w eal or w oe as you 
liv e  -  or f a il  to  liv e  -  according to those sound, unchanging moral prin-  
ciples and values which have been s t r essed so o ften during  your  years a t 

    LaSall e .
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persistent and so dominant has been the emphasis on material comfort that
the th inking of our people has become distorted and warped.
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In all areas of our daily life we are surrounded with machines and
gadgets which are designed to take the labor, the effort and the drudgery 
out of liv ing. All sorts of m aterials and processes are devised to cater 
to our comfort and pamper our slightest whim and fancy.

We have figuratively "knocked our heads against, t he stars" in  supply -
ing oursel v e s  w i t h  sa tisfaction. W e boast of our m aterial greatness
and use i t  as a standard of value in  m easuring our national progress. So

. - .  . .  .  - ; '  ' -We find material values replacing moral values.  We judge a man by 
the money he spends, the home he owns, the car he drives.  It matters not
whether he is unscrupulous or corrupt.  We witness a driving urge to get 
m ore and better things - even if the getting involves deceit, fraud, m is- 
representation.  N o R ule of conduct is of value save as it enables one to
get more money, more goods, more pleasures.

In short, we have become obsessed with the idea of how to earn a
\  V

\ .living, at the sacrifice of those moral principles and values which alone
bring stability in our thinking - and security in body and soul.

I  fu lly  appreciate that the w ill to  get a l l  those material comforts
'- - * . t ' j^ $ t ' ' ' . '^ *  *'-.'- ....;-  

which contribute to the  satisfaction of our physical, m ental and spiritual
facu lties, is  wholly legitimate and proper.  They are the means which enable
us to  attain the end for which God created us - the knowledge, love and

.service of God in  th is  l if e  and eterna l happiness with Him in the next.

But since they are the means God intended us to use - it is common
.

'sense to  expect that as w e get m ore and m ore of the good things of this



W e were thrilled as children to learn the Golden Rule - which is 
but a paraphrasing of the Commandment - love thy neighbor as thyself
Yet while we confess no sin against this commandment - we w illingly

who wallow in the slough ofclose our m ind's eye to the plight of m illions

.

world there should be, at least, a corresponding increase in the knowledge
 and acceptance of those moral principles which God intended to  govern re la -
tions among men - for the promotion of peace and happiness on earth.

But is  there any evidence th a t our society knows and w ill accept
the princip les and  teach ings o f C hrist?

W e w ere all taught - and w e can still ra ttle  off the words - th a t
God m a d e  m a n  to  H is  im a g e  a n d  l ik e n e s s  -  to  love Him -  and to

-serve Him. Scarcely has the echo of the words died -  than we reca ll with'
.

b itte r  regret the curses and condemnations that are the lo t of many of those
less fo rtunate  ch ild ren  of the Creator.

despondency.

Throughout the world - bruised and bleeding because of the most
recent crim e against m ankind - m illions depair, ground under the heal of
tyranny - yes tyranny - just as vicious as any ever experienced.

They cry to us for comfort and encouragement, and we spend days, weeks,
months in debate. Because we can 't convince ourselves that w e can afford
the tim e and the energy t o in terest ourselves in  th o se  w e  can n o t see .  In
reality we should question whether we can afford NOT to interest ourselves in their present predicament.

Hundreds of thousands of children die - or live - on the scavengings 
from garbage cans. W e express pious regret - but scream  in rebellion that 
another bag of w heat is diverted from  our tables.
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Appeals for active, positive aid NOW  - come from every sympathetic 
person and group.  And we go home comfortably to our Sunday paper - proud

that we've donated some worn-out articles of second-hand clothing
Men die in earth - because compliance with safety regula-

tions would eat another nickel out of operators' profits - and that would
be in te r f e r e nce with the sanctity of the laws of econom ics.

They leave widows and children - objects of sympathy today - Charity 
tomorrow - and complete disregard before the flowers on the graves of the 

dead have withered.

The great cry is Private Enterprise - Freedom and Initiative - but
i f  free men who wear overalls demonstrate any initiative and reach out for 
a share of the w ealth  th ey  h elp  to  crea te  then they are accused of a 
wrong against society - a wrong which must be avenged, no matter what the 
cost  to  our sense of decency and justice.

So pervasive are these m aterialistic principles of conduct, that
there is hard ly  an  area of our po litical, econom ic or social l if e  free from
th e ir p e rv e rse  in flu e n ce .

W e are told the people are confused.  W hy shouldn't they be?
T here can be no stability  of thinking - no consistency of action, 

is  the shifting concepts of m aterial values.  W hat is right today - is w rong 
tomorrow, depending on whether we stand to gain or lose.

We are aware of a restlessness, an uneasiness am ong people.  W hy
   shouldn't there be?

W h at secu rity  can  a  m ateria listic  sy stem  o f se lfish n ess offer to 
   anyone? 
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How s a f e  c a n  o n e  f e e l  w h e n  t h e  c a r d i n a l  r u l e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  i s

"Get mine at any price".

c i p l e s

Y e s , ar e  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  m a t e r ia l  a s p e c t s  o f  l i f e  -  a n d  t h e  p r in -  

of  a c t io n  b ased  on m a t e r ia l  v a lu e s  -  have  a v a i le d  us l i t t l e .   And

th e r e  a r e  f ew  to d a y  w h o  w o u ld  n o t  t r a d e  s o m e  o f  l i f e 's  c o m f o r t s  f o r  t h a t

peace of mind which the world cannot give.

T h e  w o r ld  lo n g s  fo r  th a t  p e a c e  o f  m in d .  M a n k in d  s e e k s  s e c u r i t y  in

body -  b u t ,  m o r e  im p o r t a n t ,  i t  n e e d s  s e c u r i t y  o f  s o u l .   W e  a l l   n eed  a  s t r o n g e r .

r ic h e r  f a i t h  and c o n fid e n c e  and c h a r it y  -  in  G od  an d  fellow  m an .

You can p ro v id e  th e  in s p ir a t io n  f o r  th a t  f a i t h .  And you h ave th e

a b i l i t y  t o  p r o m o t e  c o n f i d e n ce a n d  c h a r i t y

T h e n  w e  f i n d  w e  a r e  p la c i n g  m o r a l  v a lu e s  a b o v e  m a t e r ia l  v a lu e s ,

 I t  i s  th e  d is r e gard  o f th e s e  -  t h e  o n ly  sound p r i n c i p l e s  o f  l i f e  -  

o r  t h e i r  w i l f u l  v io la t io n  w h ic h  p ro d u c e s  th e  G o d less S ta te  -   G o d less

society - the Totalitarianism which is the enemy of everything we Americans
believe in .
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Y o u  m e n  o f L a S a lle  w ill b a s e  y o u r  ju d g e m e n t o n  th e  s o u n d   m oral v a lu e s

w h ic h  s p r in g  fro m  th e  te a c h in g s  o f

Y o u  w ill, p lease  G o d , th in k  an d  liv e  b y  th e  m o ra l p rin c ip le s  which 
fin d  sp e c ific  expression in the ten com m andm ents.

Living by these principles w e recognize each person as a child  of 
God; w ith duties to  h is  God -  his neighbor -  and him self -  and with the rig h t 
to  the m eans to discharge these duties.

F ortified  by a sound sense of values we impose on ourselves a 
- sp iritu a l d iscip line -  the obligation to  control our s e lf ish impulses out 
 of respect fo r the rig h ts o f  o thers.



have heard  i t  said  o fte n .  N e v e rth e le s s  it is  a  p o s itiv e  tru th .
The world today, more than a t any other t i me in  history , needs to  

return  to Christ and his teac h in g s . And each of us must do his share to make 
that return possible.

I t  is n 't  enough to avoid violations o f God' s law. I t  is  v ita lly  
importan t that w e prove that l aw to  be a positive, dynamic force for good.

You, the graduates of LaSalle, have t his  responsibility -  and you are, 
fortunately, we ll prepared to  assume i t .  

  Four years with  the Brothers, men whose ideals and example of un
stin ting  and untiring service t o others, should! be a powerful force in keep- 
ing alive and strong the wi l l  to  give , to  serve o thers.

They are your weapons and they are your armor. They are your guarantee

of happiness and peace.

You'll find them assailed. You'll find yourselves the butt of taunt 
and ridicule when you display your tru s t in them.

I t  has become popular in  many quarters to accuse the pious of being 
naive -  and the r ighteous of being d u ll. 

But as you consider the responsibilities which are yours - and your 
chances fo r success -  th ink on what you have to  offer the world and what the 
world has to  offer in  return .

Balance the good you can bring into the world -  against the conflict

-  7 -

These rules of conduct which you studied and discussed daily in  the
classrooms a t LaSalle -  they were not meant only for  school and for Church; 
they were meant for every hour of every day you live .



and confusion which the world can create in your life.

which you cherish.  You will be better off if you never learn many of the
ideas which the world of today holds close to its bosom.

W h e n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  l i f e  g e t s  k e e n  a n d  t o u g h  -  d o n ' t  w a i v e r .
Stand by those principles which alone are reliable.  Be an example

to others - be faithful to yourself - and be a credit to this great insti- tution whose stamp of approval is placed upon you - this great day.

Y ou'll find as the years roll by - that real success in life is
measured not by what you can get - but by what you can give.

For that doth it profit a m an if he gain  
th e  w h o le  w o r ld  a n d  s u f f e r t h e  l o s s  o f  h i s  o w n  s o u l .


