
Address delivered by Hon. John E. Fogarty, MC from the Second Rhode

Island District, over Station WEAN, November 2, 1946.

N ow , I subm it to  you, as intelligent voters of the S tate of R hode
Island, that is not enough to advocate change, merely for change's sake.  

If you are business m an - you do not discard faithful and experienced
em ployees m erely  for the sake of change.

You do not ruse the investments of your stock-holders merely to

Y ou w ould not dare incur the w rath of your board of directors - by 
chancing the ruination of a prosperous enterprise - m erely to effect a change.

Then, w hat possible justification can there be for the absurd con- 
tention that a change is needed in the vast and intricate business of govern-

ment - when that desire for change is merely to satisfy the desire of the
cuts - w ho w ant in.

B u t  s u p p o s e  t h e  a r g u m e n t  i s  a c c e p t e d  -  t h e n  w e  h a v e  t h e  v e r y  s e n s i b l e s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l .   I t  
m i g h t  b e  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s .   I t  m i g h t  b r i n g .

The only argument which has been advanced - throughout the entire
course of this political campaign for the election of GOP candidates - is
the argument that a change is needed.  The great champion of Republican

in Rhode Island advances the argument that change is needed for changes sake

B u t  e v e n  t h e n  
i t  i s  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  a n y  c h a n g e  c o n t a i n s  i t s  e l e m e n t

of risk.Even the Providence Journal acknowledge that change can cause harm;

that i t  can mean retrogression, a return to discredited precepts and 
policies. It can mean destruction of all social gains.



That being so -  I  think I am  justified  in  referring  to the performance 
of the Republican Party in  N ational A ffairs as the best  possible guide to  
what Can be expected, should they be perm itted to  take over the Congress.

The Republican Party has refused to discuss the records of Republican 
Members of Congress during the past year -  since war ended. They hava r e-  
fused to  make any definite commitments to  you re la tiv e  to  th ei r  actions in  
the t wo c r itic a l years which l i e i mmediately before us.

Therefor e , I rep ea t -  the best  guide we have in determining whether
' '' .

or not  the change should be made - is the performance of Republican Congress- 
man during the past  year -  and the performance of the last Republican admin-

_  ' istration in W ashington.
The Republican Party nationally has consistently represented a

policy of deliberate obstruction. The l ast  Republican administration con-
sis ten tly  r epresented a  policy of in d ifference.
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retrogression .  It m ight destroy  our social gains.

As the Journal further argued -  i t  i s the r esponsibil i ty  of the
*'Republican Party and o f i t s candidates to make plain to  the people which

sor t  of change they w ill represent.

In determining just  what  w ill re su lt -  i f  th is change in  the Congress
i s made -  you have one sure guide -  and only one: Performance.

I  ask you, in  a l l  sincerity , to  re c a ll i f  you w ill, one GOP candidate 
for Public Office who has cited  the past  performance of h is party. You w ill 
reca ll I k n ow, the many statements by Republican  candidates th a t National 
issues were a l l  i mportant in  th is election year. You w ill rec a ll that these 
candidates have shunned d iscussion of pu rely  local issues. They have in - 
s is ted on repeated references to the National Administration.



I  submit to you -  the People of t he United States cannot afford to

I said the Last Republican administration was one given over to
indifference and a com plete lack of positive action. The record cl early
e s ta b lish e s  su c h  to  b e  th e  c a se .

- A " ' * '

r is k  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  e ith e r  o b s tr u c t io n  or ind ifference.  Y et that is the
calculated risk we run if we support Republican candidates on Tuesday next.

The disastrous depression of 1930 did not just happen.  The circum-
stances which were to culminate in the shattering collapse took a long

time growing.  Like a cancerous growth in the economic and political body of th is democracy, injustice and greed sapped the strength of the N ation,
forced bread-winners into the streets - permitted slums to grow and swell

forced the wheels of industry to slow and stop - and ultimately - brought
the econom y of the nation to a com plete standstill.

Many years before the depression the signs o f approaching disaster
were ample. Leading economists - employed by the Wall s tre e t Journal and 
other financial publications - warned of approaching catastrophe.

Unemployment grew with each passing year -  but  the country was At
the mercy of a government th at was completely indifferent to i t s needs 
and desires.

monopolies thrived and with their growth crushed the l if e  out of
small business.

They br ed and fostered price-fixing agreements -  trade regulation
arrangements -  cartels and re s tric tiv e  practices. In their selfish  greed
they sought the increase of th e ir own wealth -  regardless of  the disastrous

' 'effect upon the country.
. .   ̂.

Even the complete collapse of our  industrial activ ity  was not
.



enough to  whip the Republican Party into ac tio n. I t  procrastinated -  i t
dodged -  i t  denied. I t  promised that prospe rity  was just around  the corner-
while wealth re tired  in to  i t s secure fo rtresses -  and poverty and hunger
stalked every nook and cranny of the land.

Could it happen again?  For the answer you examine carefully the speecheswhich have been made by the Republican Party's candidates in the present
election. You w ill find there not one concrete proposal f or  action -  ex-

-

cept the kind o f ' action designed t o force a deadlock in  the government's
 

operations.

Inten t - not upon the proper functioning of the leg isla tive branch
of the Federal Government -  the GOP, motivated solely by political expediency,
seeks to do everything within its power to em barrass the present adm inistra- 
tion.

T h e  m o s t  o u t s p o k e n  R e p u b l i c a n  c a m p a i g n e r  o n  t h i s  s c o r e  w a s  J o e  M a r t i n 
who spoke over a radio station in Providence.  He cam e closest to the exposi- 
tio n of the Republican Party's program, should they be allowed to control
the House of Representatives and the United States Senate.   Joe Martin promised
to  str ip , rem ove, curtail and repeal the effective provisions of a l l  mannero f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  e n a c t m e n t s .

He promised a complete program of negation.  He threatened every
federal agency with a top to bottom investigation of all its activities

during  the life o f the N ew  D eal.  W hat can  th is portend  bu t a com plete stale- 
m a te  in  th e  fu n c tio n s o f G o v e rn m en t?

Under our system of Government. the Executive and the Legislative

branches of G overnm ent are independent - but related so closely that there
m ust be cooperation between the two.W e  h a v e  h e re , n o t m e re ly  a  t h r e a t  t h a t  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l  b e  d i f f i c u l t
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to obtain.  W e have a promise that cooperation w ill be forgotten and in  i t s
place w ill be substituted a policy of deliberate opposition, solely  for the 
purpose of gathering some strength for the 1948 Presidential campaign.

The G O P cam paigners have spent day after day -  and night after night -
' 

viewing w ith alarm  all the a ctiv ities of the present administration. As a
substitute f or what they allege are the shortcomings of that administration-

 what do they promise you? What constructive proposals have they made? What 
concrete program have they advanced?

S e a r c h  t h e  r e c o r d  a n d  y o u  s e a r c h  i n  v a i n .   T h e y  o f f e r  n o t h i n g  b u t in te m p e r a te  c r it ic is m  -  a n d  t h e y  p r o m is e  n o t h in g  b u t  a  s t a le m a t e .

In the welter of cam paign statem ents - from  one side of another - 
it may seem almost impossible to separate the wheat f rom the chaff. I t  

may be impossible to evaluate properly the irritations  which were the
natural associate of a war-time economy.  For this reason, there may be 
many independent voters who are not quite sure just w hat issues are involved 
in this - the first post-war election.

Permit me to submit one most important issue which must be resolved 
by your votes T uesday.

O utweighing, in m y m ind, all considerations of social justice,
' ' :

economic activ ity , and the method in which we pursue these aims, is the
questions which must be answered by the independent voter.  It is simply -- ; ' ' - '

whether a vote for Republican candidates for the Senate and the House w ill not'' . ' ' . . - - - . - . . .
,

invite a tw o-year deadlock - a governm ent paralysis that w ill la st at 
least until the next President is chosen.

.I f  the Republicans win control of one or both Houses of Congress 
adm inistrative responsibility will not go along with i t .  I n  th a t  e v e n t ,  th e



President w ill have responsibility but  not powers; Congress w ill have the power without responsib ility.
:Such deadlocks have occurred before and the results should cause-

every independent voter to pause and consider the consequences o f voting
Republican on Tuesday.

An outstanding exam ple of the deadlock which will result from  such a
'

situation is  W ilson's failure to win a Dem ocratic Congress in 1918.
-

.I am  sure you w ill agree that there are very few Americans who are
not wholeheartedly behind the U nited N ations.  M any, if not all, believe this

 -.  

may be m an's last hope to prevent a war to ob literate our civilization .  W e
don't want its promise shattered.

Yet, in  1918,  we had the same opportunity.  Woodrow Wilson had
form ulated a proposal sim ilar to that which we have today.  The world waited

eagerly for the enthusiastic cooperation of the U nited States.  W oodrow
Wilson becam e a m artyr to this cause of International peace - but all his
efforts fa iled , so lely  because the GOP took owr tbs control of Congress in
1918. Their purpose then - was to prevent W ilson achieving success in any-
thing. Their actions w ere all guided by the hope a Republican could be
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t  i n  1 9 2 0 .

Many p r o m i n e n t  R e p u b l i c a n s  o f  t h a t  d a y  h a d  e s p o u s e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e League of Nations and World Peace, but their  voices were puny in  comparison
to the political opportunists who sought on ly  th e P arty 's ad van cem en t - a t

t h e  c o s t  o f  f u t u r e  p e a c e  a n d  s t a b i l i t y .T h e  c h o i c e  is yours on next Tuesday. We can have two years of activewhole-hearted support for the United Nations.  W e need that tim e to get it

o p e r a t in g  w i t h  s u c h  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  i t  c a n  r e s i s t  t h e  l a t e r  a t t a c k s  o f  those              -6-



who would undermine its noble efforts.

Or we can have a wave of politics first - good governm ent after - and 
make of the United Nations a p o litica l football,  destined to a fate similar 
to that which destroyed  the effectiveness of the last  International organisa- 
tion .

We can have progressive - effective government during the next two 
years, during which tim e we can work out all the kinks in the reconversion
picture - and get on with the job of building a prosperous and contented 
Country. Or we can have stalemate - political opportunism, and a deliberate 

cam paign to create confusion in order not to help the country -  but to hurtthe Democratic Party.

W hatever your choice - I urge you - from  the bottom  of m y heart
Vote on Tuesday.  M any people of other lands look this way for example -  for 
leadership.  Their hopes are centered in the success of our Dem ocratic system .

There are some abroad who criticise and endeavor to discredit our 
system of Government.  Our own personal actions are always the best answer
t o  b o t h .

N o m atter w hat the outcom e of T uesday's election is to be -  I pray
fervently that the decision will be made by the overwhelming numbers of

American citizens.  It is more than important - it is vital - that we demon-
strate clearly that our system  does function properly - that all our people 
are interested in their governm ent - are interested in the D em ocratic system .
W e can only prove that to others without our borders by voting on election 
day.


