| Address delivered by Hon. John E. Foga.rty, at the L6th Annual
Convention of the Rhode Island State Branch of the American Federation of
Labor, Sunday, October 27, 1946 at the Narragansett Hotel, Frovidence, R.I.
A beautiful thing to behold - is the odn, untroubled arrogance
with which the age-old enemies of trade unions can palm off their economic
nonsense through the columns of the daily press, and from the public plat-
forms made readily available in this election year.
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We move in an economy on the very fringe of run-away inflation. ‘e
pay more for every article we buy - than the price owr intelligence indicates
is its w-mth,nnddurinsmthhuntho daily press keeps up its
steady drone - all that is wrong is the fault of Labor.

We struggle constantly against what we fear is a steadily rising
price scale, and while we struggle we hope - hope that prices will not get
beyond our resch. But we are told daily that this danger came about because
of our inordinate greed.

I think the inflation we are experiencing is not a mere phenomenon.



It is not & necessary development resulting from Lhe transition from war
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rebirth of the economic ills against which labor Unions - and every single
working man in the Nation - organized and unorganized - has been struggling
for generations.

I believe honestly and sincerely that as the present inflationary
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hand, with which Labor Unions can be weakened and their weight in National
councils brought to naught.

Yhy else is there the constant complaint that Labor Unions are the
root of all evil? |

The fecord diseloses two which should be of interest to the
objective observer. First, the 's attitude toward industry in the
reconversion period, and se thovNational attitude toward Labor during

the same period.
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. The government of these United States is endeavoring to inspire a
rupoot for w’mtio system. Ve seek to inspire the unfortunate
ﬁopln of the world with a hope that 'thq may enjoy the fruits of Democracy.
We strive to have them work and vote for a system akin to ours = because we
believe it is the best yet devised for the government of man = a ereature
of God who is soeial by nature. ’ ’

And what example do we offer them?
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What is wrong with Full Employment?
| M~ to the age-old enemy ot war, nothing brings upon modern civile
ized cuim s0 much lntfu'tng and dmauuon as does tho pornmh of all
business that strikes nations periodiuny undor tho Mnar name of
depression. ' R
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organized mm-um life, It is the sucecessor ot famine -~ which man's
ingenuity has vworked to eradicate in every part of thl world.

Its chief product is unemployment. The idleness of millions of men
stops production, destroys values, creates government upheavals, shakes the
foundations of man's faith in government, invites desperate and dangerous
men to prescribe cures and panaceas. v f
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defeat commnism in the United States is to make democracy function for the
good of all its citizens. |

It is not enough to promote wealth under the guise of guaranteeing the
permanence of the profit motive in private industry; - and consider this

fact = when Laborers were being condemned because they asked another ten
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