
Statement relative to the Food Situation issued by Hon. John E.
Fogarty, Member of Congress, Second Rhode Island D istrict, May 19, 1946

Both from the standpoint of Christian Cha rity and for reasons of 
hard-headed, re a lis tic , international p o litic s , i t  i s  v ita l to the 
future peace of the world tha t we take whatever action i s  necessary 
to implement the poli cy of the Adm inistration which i s  aimed a t preventing 

 suffering and death due to hunger in  Europe and Asia.

The implications of thi s problem have caused me a great deal of 
concern. I  believe we must encourage the production of al l  food items 
and at the same time en list the enthusiastic cooperation of American 
fam ilies i f  we are to approach the goals which have been se t. I t  i s  my 
opinion tha t regulations which have been issued by the various agen cies 
which influence food production and distribution -  no matter how much 
ju stification  can be adduced for a particular regulation -  are hampering 
maximal production. I t  i s  also my opinion t ha t existing shortages of 
various items of food are preventing an enthusiastic response on the 
part of many a person who would, otherwise, be w illing to- make sacrif
ices in order that le ss fortunate people could get  enough of the neces
s it ie s  o f l i fe  to keep body and soul together.
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I fu lly  appreciate the efforts which are being expended by the men 
charged with the responsibility of working out a solution to this com
plex problem. However, I  fee l compelled to suggest tha t the problem 
could be solved more easily  i f  al l  i t s  phases were under the jurisdiction 

 of one agency. I think tha t would eliminate most of the causes of 
c o n f l i c t .

I  am, therefore, suggesting to the president tha t whatever controls 
are necessary -  over food production and distribution -  should be vested 
in the Department headed by the Secretary of Agriculture. Mr . Anderson 
should be given complete authority to handle t he matter. His i s  an old 
line agency. I ts  men and women know farmin g . They know and understand the
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problems of farmers and processors of food. They have had long and in ti
mate knowledge of the production and distribution of food. I have had the 
privilege of knowing t he Secretary of Agriculture when he was a Member 
of Congress. I know how hard he works . I  have the greatest of faith  in 
his ab ility . I  know Mr. Anderson w ill produce confidence. He w ill get 
enough to sa tisfy  our actual needs. He w ill enable us to carry out Presi
dent Truman's program by producing plenty and providing everyone with a 
fa ir  share of that production. Then a l l  of its w ill he w illing to give a 
l i t t le  longer to help our friends abroad to liv e  a l i t t le  longer.


