
Remarks o f  Hon. John E. Fogarty; MC, on the Floor o f  the House of Rep'ves 

A p ril 13; 1946, during debate o f  the Selective Service Act.

I think i t  is  fa ir  to say; generally speaking; that the Selective

Service System is  not a desirable thing e x ce p t  in time

of war. No one argues that we should keep the draft amxaxp for i t s

own sake.

The appeal is  made that i t  is  necessary to extend the l i f e  o f  the 

Selective Service System because the Nation needs a certain number o f men 

in i t s  armed forces , and these men can be obtained in  no other way.

The Army has examined it s  obligations and has arrived

at a certain figure which i t  must maintain in  order to carry out the duties 

assigned to i t .

The Navy has done likewise and i t  is  on the basis of these figures 

that we must make the decision today.

jBoanMaxptx I t  is  my b e lie f  t hat the Navy is  not rea lly  a factor

in  the consideration o f this problem o f  extending the d ra ft. The Navy's

plans ca ll for 558,000 men as o f  July 1, 1948. At the present time the 

Navy has 434,000 men who have enlisted to serve for  periods o f  two to six  

years. That leaves the Navy at this moment only 124,000 men short o f i t s  

goal.

The Navy seems to be experiencing no d if f ic u lty  in recruiting manpower 

and I believe I reca ll hearing yesterday a statement ikzdE to the e ffe c t  that 

a Naval O fficer had said the end o f the draft in May w ill have no a ffe ct  on 

Navy's manpower.

I have had experience with some men who wished to stay in  the Navy 

after they were e lig ib le  for discharge. I discovered the Navy is  rather 

selective and certainly does not indicate i t s  eagerness to take everyone

who seeks to e n lis t .



The Army's plans ca ll for  an army o f 1,070,000 men on July 1st 

1947. As o f April 1st of th is year the Army had 672,723 volunteers.

I t  is  worthwhile noting that th is figure is  ju st Over twice as much as 

the Army's best estimate o f  enlistments.

According to the figures given us by the Chairman o f the M ilitary 

A ffa irs Committee "The men received in  March (volunteers) were 73,000 

and the estimate fo r  A pril is  in excess of that fig u re ". The chart intro

duced into the Record yesterday shows that 53 per cent o f  the volunteer 

enlistments sure on the basis of a three year period.

Back in  October o f ix ix  la st year when the Secretary of War was 

arguing fo r  conscription he stated that the Army would be short 170,000 

men by July o f 1947 .

The Army arrives at th is figure through a peculiar pro

cess. Although in  March there were 73,000 volunteers, the Army estimates 

that enlistments w ill  f a l l  o f f  to 20,000 a month and next year they

claim the enlistments would drop to 12, 500. I think i t  is  fa ir  to compare 

th is reasoning with the Army's assertion that 300, 000 volunteers was the, 

absolute top figure they could count on. They have over twice as many now 

and their predictions about the reduced enlistments are also bad guesses 

in my estimation.

These estimates o f the War Department do not take into consideration 

the leg is la tion  which is  now pending in the House intended to increase the 

buck private ' s pay from $50. to $75. and the f ir s t  class p riva te ' s from 

$54 . -to $80. Neither does i t  take into consideration the Secretary's Com

mitte e  which is  in tended  to eliminate some o f the ch ief causes fo r  d isa t- 

i sfaction  with an Army career. Neither is  there any evidence in  the estimates



that the War Department in ten d s  to put i t s e l f  out to make a career in 

the Army attractive to high type young men.

On the figures presented by the branch o f the Armed Forces most 

interested in this leg is la tion  i t  appears -to he that an extension o f the 

draft is  not proven necessary.

There is  another element which should be considered most seriously.

During the war years this country sacrificed  at lo t  o f potential sc ien tis ts , 

engineers, Doctors, and other professional and sk illed  men. There is  serious 

danger that we shall suffer unless we devote attention to replenishing 

our educational stockp ile . You can 't expect to take 18 year old boys out 

o f  h igh school subject them to the demoralizing l i f e  o f an army in foreign 

lands and then a fter 18 months or two years have them return humbly to the 

class rooms.

We know from the daily papers what has happened to a lo t  o f  young men in  

Japan and Germany and elsewhere. I t  is  not right to contemplate a continua

tion o f  this thing unless there is  absolutely no other way. I am not convinced 

that that is  the case.

We hear and read every day terrify in g  stories about the p o ss ib ilit ie s  in 

herent in  recent s c ie n t if ic  d iscoveries. Yet, instead o f emphasizing the 

need -  the v ita l need - of educating young men in  the sciences -  we plead 

for  their induction into the infantry.

I t  is  very true that we have responsib ilities to the peoples o f the world 

which we cannot shirk. But, i t  is  also true that we have respon sib ilities  

to Americans which we cannot shirk. Our country needs the benefit of the 

trained minds of as many young men as i t  can get.

I can understand the pressure which comes from the Selective Service 

System. I have read some o f its  beautiful literature which has come to my

o ff ic e .



But i t  is  my b e lie f  that the Selective Service System was intended to

be an administrative establishment, taking care o f the mechanics  o f 

the draft. I think that is  the duty given to them by the Congress.

The Army's figures are, at lea st, subject to some doubt. I t  is  readily 

apparent from the debate here in  the House that there has been a great 

deal of co n flic t  between various o f f i c ia l  statements.

However, taking the Army's figures at their best -  and stacking them 

up with the admitted enlistments as o f today, i t  is  not shown that such 

continued voluntary enlistments w ill  not provide fu l l  strength fo r  the 

Army.

In addition, I am confident the increased pay w ill imc bring a boost 

in  enlistments. I am confident also that Secretary Patterson's committee, 

i f  i t s  recommendations are followed, w ill  cause the elimination o f many 

o f the discouraging features in  Army l i f e .

One other thing -  the elimination o f Selective Service w ill put the
made

Army on it s  m ettle. An Army career can be/attractive to a l o t  of high type 

young men. I f  the Army does not have the draft i t  w ill  have to make xKxkx 

i t s  service attractive to the right kind o f men. The resu lt w ill be a far 

superior army than one made up o f Kmtxiiix unenthusiastic conscripts.

I t  is  my  sincere b e lie f   that the vast majority o f the people o f the 

country want to get rid  o f m ilitary domination as quickly as possib le . 

M ilitary minds  w ill always be unwilling to admit there is  no need of 

further conscription, ithxmsm M ilitary men w ill always want bigger and 

bigger establishments. We are dedicated to the supremacy o f the c iv ilia n  

over the m ilitary power. We have to provide a l i t t l e  leveling  at this point



I think the draft is  disagreeable to most every c iv ilia n . I think 

i t  is  fa ir  to say i t  should not be continued unless i t  is  clearly  es

tablished that it s  continuance is  absolutely necessary.

Accepting the Army's own figures fo r  it s  estimated needs amt&niibst 

anbrnubtHnixm i t  is  apparent that these figures can be met through volunteer 

enlistments -  taking the present rate o f enlistments as the guide.

For t his  reason I am not at a ll  convinced that there is  need fo r  

continuance o f the Selective Service System.


