
Just a l i t t l e  more than two hundred years ago - there was born in the 

great Commonwealth o f V irg in ia  - a ch ild  who was destined to be come the

great rad ica l o f his day. In fa c t , he was to be ca lled  one day, the greatest 

rad ica l o f  a l l  time.

Ton igh t we commemorate his birthday, and how proud we can be that we are 

o ften  re ferred  to as the rad ica ls   o f our day - in the same sense that Jef- 

ferson was the rad ica l o f h is .

How grand a course for us to pursue - the t r a i l  along which the immortal 

Jefferson  struggled against Emperors and Tories.

How noble a cause to support - the self-same cause which was Je fferson 's  - 

the cause o f  secu rity  fo r  the common man in place o f specia l p r iv ile g e  fo r  

the se lec t few.

today no heart beats in America that has not a profound love fo r  the name 

and the memory o f Jefferson . No mind s t ir s  anywhere where democracy is enjoyed

or prayed fo r without a g ra te fu l thanksgiving that such a man was

allowed to l i v e .

But i t  was not always so. When we read o f the days during which Jefferson 

liv e d  and worked - we find  that there were those who branded him an upstart, 

a th eorist and a f o o l . And we know from h istory  that without his indomitable 

courage, without his fie rc e  determination, th is great Democracy would have 

died aborning, fo r  without him there might have been enthroned here in the infant

republic a rep lica  o f the monarchy which freedom lov ing men had sworn to repudiate 

with th e ir  l iv e s ,  th e ir  fortunes and th e ir  sacred honors.

John E. Fogarty, Jefferson Day Dinner, Young Democrats of Reading, Penn, Saturday, April 13, 1946



As followers of the great statesman we have grave respon s ib ilities , ^bd 

while it  may be improper fo r us to compare ourselves with the immortal 

Jefferson, it  is fa ir  - i t  is more than fa ir, it  is v i t a l  - that we adopt 

for ourselves some o f his courage - some of his boldness - some o f his 

fie rc e  determination -,as we come to grips with the problems which face 

the people o f our country.

We have come through a terr ib le  ordeal o f f i r e .  The recent struggle has

le f t  its  mark on every American home. I t  tooks years jnax under the pressure
bring

o f a great war to gixBt the Nation to the peak of a production concentrated 

on the sinews o f war. In transforming that mighty machine to the production

of things needed for peace there are bound to be d if f ic u lt ie s . as the

party selected by the people to exercise the powers o f government i t  is our 

responsib ility  to meet and to solve the manifold problems which war has le f t  

in its  wake.

How shall we do this - by a show uncertainty and fear because the angXEHg 

course we gsHKXHE follow is subject to attack and criticism ? Or shall we 

redouble our fa ith  in the people of our country and pursue the course we 

know to be right - in creasing our determination to succeed in equal volume

and strength with the criticism s and attacks which w i l l  become more noisy 

in the coming months?

Can there be one who doubts for an instant which course Jefferson

would have followed?



There may be some satisfaction  in pursuing a course which seeks to 

compromise with a l l  c r it ic s . There may be some men in p o lit ic s  who s t i l l

s trive  to be a l l  things to a l l  people. I  think I  am safe in saying that has

never been the course o f a genuine

There are certain fundamental things we stand fo r . There are

ideals we believe in. There are principles we' 11 figh t fo r  and we can' t even 

consider,compromise, especially on  this night when we pay our humble debt o f gratitude 

to the founder o f our Party.

We are democrats, not because i t  happens to be the party blessed with

power at the moment. God knows i t  iaxmignxmx seems cursed with amrasm enough

d iff ic u lt ie s  to more than outweigh any blessings that come with that power

i t  is supposed to possess. But we are democrats in heart and mind because

there are those things within us that cry out against exploitation and

special p r iv ilege , s t i l l  subscribe with a l l  our vigor to the words o f
rights

Jefferson "Equal sbixitixaia fo r a l l  - special privileges for none" .

We are democrats, in the last analysis because we believe, down deep in 

our hearts, in the strength of Democracy and because we have fa ith  that the 

common people are the greatest bulwarks o f that democracy.

Democracy is more than a name fo r a kind of government. I t  is at once a 

hope and a prayer, and i i x  a shibboleth - a war cry. I t  is  the hope and prayer 

of a i l  peoples everywhere who seek just ice and decency - who believe that 

government, under God, exists through the consent o f the governed. I t  is the 

shibboleth o f a l l  people everywhere who believe their rights are worth protecting, 

who believe that just ice is worth figh ting fo r.

democracy exacts o f every man a price. -Like peace, i t  demands eternal v ig i 

lance. We must always figh t against the current o f reaction that is typ ified  

by the minority party 's present appeal fo r a return to normalcy, he must always 

fight against these who seek the destruction o f our democ

racy

disciple of Thomas Jefferson



racy while they enjoy the complete freedom o f speech and action which they 

could find no where else in a l l  the world.

We witnessed a return to normalcy, such as some now advocate, a fte r the 

f i r s t  world war. With  that so-called normalcy we were treated to an exhibition 

o f democracy in reverse. The p riv ileged  few set out to plunder the wealth o f 

the country, and their reckless disregard fo r the rights o f the average 

American brought this proud land the the brink of bankruptcy and revolution.

In those days the nation's resources were exploited for personal gain. A 

crooked gang o f greedy po litic ians fastened i t s e l f  on Washington and brought 

our Nation's capitol into world wide disgrace, The TOBmihnm vaunted stock-market 

became no better than a crooked crap-game. P ro fit  and personal gain was the

order o f the day. M illions walked the streets in search o f jobs that did not 

exist - suicides and bankruptcies were commonplace and the overlords o f the

GOP - the same elements which s t i l l  control the destinies o f that party -

mouthed fin e phrases about corners around which prosperity lurked - and around

which hungry fathers peered in vain, 
can

There never be - there need never be - i f  we have but a jot o f fa ith

in the people o f our country - a return to the soul-sickening days o f the

roaring twenties with their heartaches and discouragement and despair.



The in d iffe ren t, irresponsib le attitude o f the GOP was arrested, 

thank God, by the a r r iv a l on the scene o f one o f the greatest of Americans 

who ever liv ed , a d isc ip le  o f Thomas Jefferson 's , the Tmmaxibaihx man o f 

destiny, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. And daily  Americans thanked Heaven 

that he had arrived in  the nick of time.

He brought America out o f the doldrums. He inspired confidence. He 

produce re su lts . He taught and he acted to produce the greatest good fo r  

the greatest number. He brought into being a new and true conception of 

Jeffersonian Democracy in  tune with the conditions o f the times. His was not 

a stodgy, l i f e le s s  conception o f Democracy. His was anx a dynamic Democracy. 

His accomplishments brought new hope to the l i t t l e  people a l l  over the

world.



I t  is  easy to sound fin e phrases - as today a l l  men in the public eye swear 

their b e lie f in the declaration o f Independence. But i t  is another thing to 

be w illin g  to figh t to put l i f e  into tahaBKHKKEKBix the words o f that declaration - 

to see they have meaning above and beyond the paper on which they are inscribed.

actions speak louder than words and the time is at hand when we need less 

speech-making and more actions - i f  this democracy o f ours is to prove able to 

meet its  respon sib ilities .

I t  is easy enough to say Americans have l i f e  and lib e rty  and recitetagin  the 

great deeds of pioneers and warriors.  But the father o f a fam ily driven into the 

streets by the lords o f special p r iv ilege  - the mother whose ears ring with the 

p la in t i f f  wailings o f hungry children - they care nought about the symbolic 

meaning o f l i f e  and lib e rty  in the declaration o f Independence.

A p o litic ian  can make the ra fters ring with grand speeches about the 

happiness o f an American n&x who reca lls  the fame of those who fe l led the 

trees, bridged the rivers of the continent and bu ilt the grand c it ie s  of 

the country, but the isaax man and woman who are busy raising a family o f 

young Americans - who are faced with the prospects o f an insecure old age 

cares l i t t l e  who drove the golden spike in the Union P a c ific  - or whether 

Harriman won his battle  royal with J.  P ierpont Morgan.

There is  more to Democracy than just a name for a system of
 

Government. There is  blood and flesh  - there is a mi nd and a heart - there 

are the tears and the worries and the fears and the concerns o f a hundred and 

th irty  m illion  people o f a11 kinds and sorts. T h e re is the veteran who wants 

a home instead of a tirade about hmix bureaucrats. There is the man who wants

a job instead o f an insertion in the Congressional record about the

ev ils  of  the PAC. There is the father and mother who have produced young men



to whom
women fo r  their God and country - rea l Soc ia l security

ihamxm is far more important than a diatribe about Paternalism in government.

There is in democracy the constant surge of a l l  that goes to make up human 

nature; the constant desire fo r betterment, the ever-present longing for 

security -  the constant and never-ending revolt against in justice, whether 

i t  is p o lit ic a l or economic.

Democracy h as to l iv e  and breath. I t  lEEMSiilaaixiiBnnjaRi must burn with a l iv e ly  

flame else i t  dies. And those apostles  o f special p riv ilege  who plead for a 

return to the good old days - who prayerfu lly w ail that government be given 

back to the people - so their pockets can be picked with greater ease - they 

plead at the same time - though they seem not to rea lize  it  - for the ob literation  

o f private enterprise of which they are the self-appointed champions. I  say 

this because I  am confident the common people of America w i l l  never again 

accept the torture and nightmares that were served up to them by a p o lit ic a l 

party which denied i t  had any responsib ilities  whatever to the common man.

I  believe there is nothing sacred about old methods, old wagpaxmini ideas. I 

believe there is nothing vicious about change.

have seen great change, thank God during the last fourteen years, pray 

God we shall see more of the same kind.

change that w i l l  result in the recognition that there must be fu l l  employment

young democrats we are sworn to a course of action that w il l  produce change 

The kind o f change that shoved whale-oil lamps into the discard. The kind of 

change that brought automobiles instead of wagons, t he kind o f change that  

has produced a new conception o f  socia l security.

the kind of

for a l l  able and w illin g  to work - i f  democracy here is  to liv e  and prosper,
The founder of our party  bel i eved in change which brought progress. We must reaffirm  our

fa ith  i n the same kind o f change and progress.

h e  b e l i e v e d  t h e  l a b o r e r  w a s  w o r t h y  o f  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  c r u m b s



The minority party, apparently, believes in  change also . But i t  seems 

to preach and practice a chx kind o f change which amounts to going from

bad to worse.

I t  talks on the one hand o f i t s  determination to become an aggressive

force in  the l i f e  of  America -  and when the opportunity presents i t s e l f ,

the GOP se lls out, lock stock and b a r r e l  -  and with enthusiasm -  to the 
most
Mmtmx reactionary element within i t s  councils.

I t  has contented i t s e l f  during the past fourteen years with attacks

on the person o f Roosevelt. I t  never had a program or a policy to which

i t  was w illin g  to adhere, except that o f gaining the most fo r  the few

who BqnBmxiBdxmiaax controlled it s  operations. The minority party has

not, in  fourteen years, suggested a constructive idea. I t  has none to

suggest today. The most i t  can produce is  a gmngEm conglomeration o f
mean

g lit te r in g  genera lities which attempts to hat a l l  things to a l l  people.

I t  i s  devoid of purpose. I t  is  devoid of confidence and a fte r  the election

in  November i t  w i l l  be devoid of hope.



which luckily f e l l  from t he master's  board. He believed he would be estab- 

lish ing the republic on a firm foundation i f  he demonstrated that the common 

man has a rea l iiaiHEKHESKtn stake in its  Government. In spite o f the monarchists 

and economic royalists - those who believed in progress and security made 

Jefferson the third President of his country - and this guaranteed-not Je f

ferson' s place in history - that had already been established - but they 

guaranteed this Republic' s place among the Na tio n s  of the world.

Our Party today pumuasr.;.,ithn:.-nsHzoax seeks the same goal as did Jefferson.

The waters w ilx we must cross waiHson are stormy - they wi l l  always be stormy
any

but I  am confident we shall be successful in spite of/tempo

rary set-backs. fromcdHEmi:!

As a democrat I '11 take my stand with  the common people o f the United States-

the men and women who have contributed most toward our country' s present 

greatness.

A11 over thi s battered and bleeding earth thErnx the l i t t l e  people look

this way fo r ho^mx a ray o f hope. They pray fo r peace and security - they

beg for bread. But while their diplomats make pilgrimages to Washington to

solicit the loan of some dollars fo r trade and rebuilding, &.x the

l i t t l e  people look to the average American man and woman. They look to see
i n their hearts.

of  democracy s t i l l  lives  -

Does Democracy
financial report

mean more than a hankmeihaAemenibmomcRC^dMBah^  ̂ or a granite

structure on wall s treet? Does democracy mean bread in a man's stomach - does 

i t  mean a home and a garden and shoes on kids feet? Does i t  mean a secure andm

xmxry f̂mxmx old age free from fear o f the poor house? This is  what we've claimed

for i t . I t  is your job and mine to make it  c lick  - we are young democrats.  We can't 

iaiihxAMnm prove unworthy o f our fa ith . Our goal must be that of Jefferson's - For a l l  

-Americans - L ife , lib e rty  and the pursuit o f happiness.


