Address delivered by Hon. John E.Fogarty, MC from 2nd R.I. Dist. in
observance of Vashington's Birthday at Nashua, N.lI. Observance sponsored
by Nashua Lodge of Elks. Feb. 22, 1946

Today the Nation pauses - to pay.féverenf'tfibute to the memory
of the Father of our Couhtryi deéy‘Ameficans.éather - throughout the land,
and throughout the world, - todrekiﬁdlérin our hearts the faith of our
fathers - the.burning love of Country - which’all Americans inherited
from the imnmortal Wéshingtdn.‘

Vhen I accepted the invitation extended to me by Nashua Lodge of
the great patriotic order of Elks — | ‘an invitation of
‘which; I assure you, I am deeply proud, - I wondered what I could say.

I sought S=w an idea which would enable me to convey to you my deep con-7
cern for the future - but which would at the same time‘help to inspire
vou with the abiding confidence I feel in our Nation's ability to meet
and defeat all itscsifficulties - at home or abroad.

I found myself thinking about the fiery zeal which motivated our
forefathers as they prepared to set in motion an experiment in government

in this land of ours. They faced ridicule and cntempt in their early

efforts. At home and abroad they heérd the frequent assertion that this
.democratic form of government could not survive - and the great TFather of
his Country confesses in his writings that there were those who wished %o
make him king and substitute a monarchy for government based on the rights
of Iree men,
'Undauntedrand unafraid they perservered. As ordinary mortals they
were subject to the weakness of human nature. Yet they won' through to
 their goal and we their sons and daughters enjoy the blessings of their
creation - the Sreatest Nation on God's green footstool,
Those great patriots were moved by an unflinching faith in the

God-given rights of the individual. They said, in the Declaration of




Independecne e proclaim’these truths to be self-evident - that all
men are.....endowed by their Créator"wjth certain inalienable rightsﬁ
They did not refer t6 them as ﬁrivileges awarded by the hand of a ben-
evolepﬁ despot. They were not licenses bestowed on automatons who followed
blindly the leadership df a self-appointed fuehrer.

They recognized that government exists through the consent of the
governedwand therein lies the secret of thelr success, Therein lies the

secret of the success

which this great nation has enjoyed
since its foundation.
How well it would be, if eacii of us today could in some manner

feel in our innermost hearts the stirrings of that same gzeal .which burned
)

in the blood of Washington, Jefferson, lladison and their colleagues. Hems
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How well it would'be if all of “Us' heeded the elarion call to genuine
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Anericanism - the call which is the constant appeal and the never-ending

of this great organiztion - the Hbkmm Benevolent and Paternal
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I have zmEmx travelled in Jands where man had no rights that were
recognized; where ideals such as ours were drowned in blood.

I have seen the world's gréatest symhol of freedom - the Stars and
Stripes —tflying over foreign battle-fields; Where brave men died - where
hcroeé cried because of the mmpmmif horrors that were too ghastly for the
human mind to bear.

I have heard the bleatings of the minions of a vanquished ehemy -
pleading for mercy although they knew not the ﬁeaning of the word while
they'were'pﬁtting to the torch and the sword Q men and women who were

guilty of no greater crime than that they loved honor more than peace.
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I have read ofders issued by tho se self-proclaimed rulers of the destiny
of .men - orders which conderrmed"fohe innocent,."loo torture and death.

I have éeen cities and Vil’lages, thaﬁ wére plundered and destroyed -
fertile lands laid waste - women and children without food - without
clothing - without sanity - almost without lifel victims of the totalitarian's
creed that might makes right.

Today, the victims of that totalitarian lust struggle for s’afety;

struggle for recovery - struggle for life itself - with their eyes and

‘their hearts turned toward the flag which Washington first unfurled - Xmrm . -

foward the world'!'s noblest standard of justice.
| A1l T have seen - all I hax_re heard - a'.Ll I haﬁre read - convinces me
‘that we can mEvex no longer live alone in this complex world.
e T 'the.midst of the suffering and struggling which is to be found
: On every hand it often secems that this 1§md of ours is in truth the last
great hope of earth. |
What we do here today - what America does every day - is watched with
bai‘bed'breath in'a thousand hamlets and villages ﬁ]roughout the world.
There was a time when we lived securely between our own shores. We
were iittle concerned with what went on elsev;rhere in the world. Perhaps
it wriuld be well if we cbqud return to those days. RBut the inventive
genius‘ of ma.n— if not the discoverie@ of science and developments of
econc‘jmics' — make such a return impossible,

It may be that we coul.d po’imt to mistakes whi ch could have been
avoided. Perhaps we could have travelled along othex‘ ways. But those
things must be left to historians. Only the present and the future are
ours. '

As we face




As we face thé many and varied problems.which'wjil be ours in the
period which is coming to be known .as the Atomic Age what could serve
us better than an injection of the courage and the fortitude which
‘monument
enabled the men of Washington's day to carve out here this great Xdmcke
to liberty and freedom and justice,
ﬁour mission", Washington said, "is to raiée a standard to which the
wise and the honest can repairt, With that inspiration let us raise the
standard that will encourage all men to abhor intollerance and injustice.
The path ahead is not easy. It presents a challenge which only the
great will meet. Theré is the possibiliﬁy of danger - there is even the
pOSSibility bf failure - but the reward fof success is the undying
gratitude of’éilﬂﬁhe little people everywhere. Tiere is no decision that
- wWe can make ﬁhat is without its price. But for the wrong decision an the
present, tﬁeffuture will demand its inevitable revenge.

Though'power.méd didtafors have been paid 16w - though our wvaliant
.fightiﬁéfforces héve-been victorious in every quarter of the globe, our
task has just begun. If we believe firmly in the need cfior peace and

- security then we must contribute to the building of a Eetter world.

We have.pledged our cooperation to all men who seek to build a
‘worla'withouh war - and all I have seen - alliI have heard - all I have
réad éonvinées me that there caﬁ be no finef guiding principles for our
intercourse with £he peoples of other lahds - than the principles to which
Ve adilei'e as Americans,

To me Americanism is the 'right to speak out against injustices -
uhether»that injustice appears in high place or low. It is the obliga-

tion to be fair‘andhonest'- on the athletic field or around the council

Yable, It is the freedom that lives in a man's soul. It is the strength




that flows from the knowledge that tne éau;e is Jjust. It is the quaity
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| I know full well the criticism that is dlx;ected m anv man' who
would argue that there is a place for Christagn ideals in international
relations. The criticism comes from those who call themselves realists
and who insist there is room only for the purely practical viewpoint.

But remove the influence of a Supreme Being from man's relations
with his féllow and there is no substitute but the léw of the fang.

Wipe out the reéognition of nan's God given rights and there is
Totalitarianism - no matter what might be the name or the style under
which it parades.

Totalitarianism is always sumoning its subjects to die. It cries
"You must.follow me to be spared" and its minions proceed to lead freedom loving
people behind a curtain d secrecy where the voice of liberty can be
bludgeoned into silence - where diplomacy of the belly can make slaves of
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Little people lie in filth clamoring flor a crust of bread v vetb
the statesmcn of realism say guns it must be. No butter - no bread -

vattle
Guns - Guns * Guns and from a thousand/fields voices of nmmd the dead
séreém to a just God "Is this why I faced cannon and flame? Is this why
T bled? Is this why I died",

Never shali the voice or the thought of Ameruca accept such thinking.
Never shall our voice or ouwr sympathies mumhx lend encouragement or support
.to such a philosphy. The creeping paralysis of totalitarianism once
threameﬁed this great coHEtry. In the future i;% citizens must néver hesitate

to speak out againstlﬁ abuses,




Drawing on the great example of perserverance furnished us bynthe
life of Washington I am confident America will discharge its role with
honor. By our  example we shall demonstrate , please Gail, that it is possible

for all men to liwve together - we must do so or perish,

By our insfns’oenée on truth in all our dealings we shall bring to an
end the suspicion' that springs from deceitful and disjoimted language of
diplomats; Our determined befusal to align ourselves with any cause
which is unjust will demonstrate the Rwiikmy folly of conquest.

To the men vho have fought and returned to their homes - to the mmmmx
whemkeooax memory of the men who have made the eternal sacrifice - to the
parents - to the wives who have s-uffered - to the shattered homes to the

babies who have been dekmmrmx denied the right to b2 born - bpeawsewel

erriEndemhertaiieean because of the war through which we hawe just

passed - To all these énd to ourselves as Americans we owe a most solmen
obligation., Ve must.we shall succeed in uprooting the seedlings of war.'
A great American of Washington's day said "fe can all han@.together - or
‘ we'll all hang impecthem: separately.®

I submit to you - in all sincerity - we can end war - or we can end

menkind. We have no other alternative.




