G Address to be dellvered by ﬂonorable John He Fogarty; Iember of congress
f?fffrom the Second.Rhode Island Congre331onal Mstrict; 8t the Enights of
. ‘Columbus Forum, St. Paul!s Audltorlum, Edgewood Rhode Island, on Thurs-

_Qday evenlng, Aprll 5, 1945.- - |

One of the blg dlfflcultles under whlch our c1v111an economy labors, in war-
tame as*well as in normal tlmes, is the apparent bellef or 1dea,'or conceptlon - call
5§;1t what you‘W111 - that the term.Labor Daspute 51gn1f1es a'battle between capatal and

7f}labor, or management and employees._ Because thls 1dea is. entertalned bY 0 many3 in-

tﬁ}cludlng nany'ln the ranks of management the average person thlnks he. must line himself

» ‘l‘ ;. l' ) SR

| up on one 51de or the other, and each s1de is: encouraged to flght 1t out to the bltter

3

f»end. This, 1n my'oplnlon,'ls the conceptaon that breeds much of the bltterness that

we frequently flnd surroundlng so-called Labor Dlspulfr

The fact is that there is a thlrd.party yr= these 'differences between Labor

and.Management. Lnat.thlrd party 1s the gener*

'wyvery'citiaen,haS"a stake'in
J every‘labor dlsoute. Both Labor and Manag; : _LrelreSponSibilitiessto,the,pub;icg
in addltlon to the spe01flc respon81b 'hanniongowes o its'members, and

That respon81b111ty, .-way ol thinklng, 1s two—fold.- One phase is that

which.ls generally'understood p2T00perate w1th Government and nanagement 1n the

;;upromotaon of a~stable economy.hiThe other,wand 1ess walllngly conceded reSpon51b111ty of

v by-lts support of a better standard of 11v1ng. I use the term "standard_of 11V1ng"

g because 1t 1s one readlly grasped.t Economlsts call 1t by'many'names. Ay thought on the

| sabject is’ Just'thls - those who‘work for a llVlng are: by‘and large the nalnstay of the
’,:communrty. Thelr t011.produces the medlum of exchange by v1rtue of'whlch merchants, publlc
servants,cprofes81onal peOple, and all menbers of the communlty are enabled to carry on
ds’thelr everyhday‘exlstence.? we all knoW'that'when wages fall off the merchant h ‘

professlonal man, and everyone in the commnnlty'suffers. By devotlnc 1ts efforts to the

betterment of the condition of 1ts members, the Labor Uhlon 1s maklng a deflnite contrlbu—fd

it "‘,,
T




;h'tlon to the llfe 01thecommnn1ty.. That isn't llmlted sole&y'to matters of wages. A e LS, h
fnllnuolVes uarlous”oonoepts ofl5001al Securlty, Educataon, Americanlsm,'and other phases
 :;of the 01tazen s llfe.‘ An example ls the grow1ng publlc 1nterest 1n Government., 14 know":}
'fgthererls a lot of cr1t1c1sm.of unlon act1v1taes at electlon tlmes. Personally, I thlnk
a:tlt's a good thlng. You:mlght say, 2L should thlnk so because I have beneflted bJ 19, but
jithe p01nt I nake 1s thls, ﬁe llve under a ]emocratlc system,r That system.ls founded on
vf:sovernment by the governed. If a Unlon ean arouse an 1nterest<among the governed so that

fafthey"ll in81st on good aovernment or throw thelr elected representatives out then,‘

;};regardless of how 1t's cr1tmc1zed that’actav1ty of the union is aodefinite contribution 5

;Q}to the welfare of the citazens of the State and Natlo've
| Strlkes are generally condemned I know. j%ﬂi 3iSfparticularly'true‘in'time af

fpﬁuar; I have o admlt there are tlmeS‘when on ~.. Tense of-justlce and tolerance 1s;4

{jistretched to the breaklng p01nt waever," .d be ready to admlt that while there

;fﬁare respon31blllt1es on labor; there a»—‘ ;%ts.{ You can't have respon31bllit1es

je reverse.: The members of Labor Uhlons are;a_

_ﬁpmust acqulre in order to feed and clothe a famlly.J In addltlon, that'week's pay. has to

»

;;iprov1de 2, llttle surplus for 1nsurance; for the educatlon of thelr ohlldren, for medlcal
fiiand dental care.r If there is any left over, it usually‘coes 1nto a llttle pool'w1th the
?%shope that 1t canvbe bullt 1nto a sum oufflclent to.make the down paynent on a home.
e ThoseJd351resHare only'natural , They sprlng from.the very'nature God gave us;

ifiAnd every man'whO‘works for a llVlng has an 1na11enable rloht to entertaln those deslres
?ﬁéand tb db everythxng humanly and legally'possible to brlng about thelr accompllshment

~‘. e % X ..

Saldom, 1f ever, does anyone argue w1th the rlght to entertaln those de81res. ~But

?;fthe.moment the members of a labor union assert thelr rloht to take o051t1ve actlon o i
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éi_forpegfromgnanagementﬁsome:ooneession<whioh will make some one'or»all of those-de31res
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