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D uring th e  course o f th e  p re s e n t p o l i t i c a l  campaign th e r e  has

been a g re a t  d e a l of d is c u s s io n  of what a re  term ed -  sometimes r a th e r

lo o s e ly  -  is s u e s .  Tons o f p ap er -  and days of r a d i o  tim e have been 

consumed i n t  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f argum ents of  one s o r t  o r a n o th e r,  but -  

I  b e lie v e  we are  in d e b ted  to  Rhode I s la n d ' s independent newspaper fo r  

th e  b e s t p r e s e n ta tio n  o f  th e  a l l  im p o rtan t s in g le  is s u e  which is  i n 

volved in  th e  e l e c t i o n  to  ta k e  p la c e  on Tuesday n e x t.

We a l l   agree th e  thought upperm ost in  our minds is  to  g e t th e  

mar over w ith , q u ic k ly , and g e t our men back home to  jobs th a t  s h a l l  be, 

w a itin g  f o r  them.

o f t h i s  s o c ie ty  of o u rs .

To day we a re  th e  most pow erful N ation  on t h i s  e a r t h . We can in  la rg e  

measure determ ine ju s t  what s o r t  o f peace w i l l  come out of th is  w ar. I t  

i s  fo r  us to  make th a t  d e c is io n  on November 7 th .

We come then  -  to  th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  of t h i s  is s u e  as i t  was given by 

th e  p ap er I  m entioned. I t  i s  ''We b e lie v e  w ith  deep c o n v ic tio n  th a t  th e  

fo re ig n  p o lic y  of th e  U nited  s t a t e s  can be s tr o n g , co n tin u o u s, re s p o n s ib le  

and ef f e c t iv e  f o r  th e  m aintenance o f  w orld p ea ce , on ly  to  th e  degree th a t  

th e  U nited  S ta te s  d o m e stic a lly  enjoys economic v i t a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  t r a n 

q u i l i t y  and s o c ia l  contentm ent".

J u s t  what does t h i s  mean to  you and me?

To me i t  means th e re  can b e no w orld peace -  no s ta b le  and secu re  fu tu re  

throughout the w orld -  u n le s s  th e  U nited  S ta te s  is  econom ically  s tro n g . 

S trong  in  th e  sen se  th a t  th e re  a re  jobs fo r  a l l  who seek employment -  jobs

Then what W e  cannot a ffo rd  to  f o r g e t  th e  s a c r i f i c e s  men have made.

We cannot a f fo rd  to  fo rg e t  th e  h e a rta c h e s  th a t  women have b o rn e . .We can' t
brave

fo rg e t  th at/m en  fought -  th a t  brave men d ied  -  to  b r in g  a p e a c e fu l o rd e rin g



a t  decent w ages. S tro n g  in  th e  sen se  th a t  th e re  i s  com plete freedom  from 
gnawing

th e / f e a r  of unemployment andnihiim -  freedom  from  th e  dread  o f an in se c u re  

o ld  age.

provide jobs -  th e  r i g h t  and th e  a b i l i t y  to  own a homec- to

r a i s e  a fam ily  in  f e a r  o f  God and no man - provide people s e c u r i ty  a g a in s t hunger

and need -  and you p ro v id e  them w ith  s o c ia l  co n ten tm e n t. A n a tio n  which has

th e s e  i s  no t o n ly  econom ically  s tro n g  -  i t  i s  s p i r i t u a l l y  s t r o n g .  For th e se

economic goods - people have s tru g g le d  s in c e  th e  dawn o f  tim e; fo r  t h e i r

p re s e rv a tio n  a g a in s t th e  fo rc e s  t h a t  would d im in ish  t h e i r  v alu e  -  o r t a k e

them away -  people w i l l  f i g h t .  These th in g s  a r e  w orth  f ig h t in g  f o r .
agreed

I t  is   t h e r e f o r e , t h a t  th e  N atio n  w hich i s  econom ically  and 

s p i r i t u a l l y  s tro n g  is  b e s t  p re p a re d  t o assume le a d e rs h ip  -  and i t  i s  a b le  

to  tak e  care  of i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  in  in te r n a t io n a l  a f f a i r s .

L et us f o r  a moment c o n s id e r  some examples -  th e s e  a re  r e a l .

In  1931 -  Japan invaded M anchuria -  th e  o p e n in g  ep iso d e in  th e  p re s e n t 

w ar. This was a v io la t io n  of a t r e a t y  to  which B r i ta in  was a s ig n a to ry .

What d id   B r i ta in  do? N o th in g . She could do n o th in g  even though

th e  U nited  S ta te s  appealed  f o r  he r  c o o p e ra tio n  in  o rd e r to  throw back th e  

ag g re ssio n  which f o r e to ld  th e  opening o f t e r r i f y i n g  e v e n ts , England was 

econom ically  weak. There were no jo b s -  a n d  th e  c o n sta n t c ry  was f o r  a 

re tren ch m en t in  th e  N a tio n a l budget -  I t  was doll a r s  b e fo re  men.

What did  th e  U nited  S ta te s  do -  having  reco g n iz ed  th e  th r e a t  to  w orld 

s e c u r i ty ?  N othing -  and why? because th e  U nited  S ta te s  -  under th e  le a d e r 

sh ip  -  or la c k  o f i t  -  o f H e rb e rt Hoover, was in  th e  t h r oes o f a h o r r ib le  

d e p re s s io n . Men walked th e  s t r e e t s  -  b u s in e sse s  were f a i l i n g  -  th e re  was 

discouragem ent on every hand -  and men who appealed  f o r  bread  -  were

given  t r e a t i s e s  on red u cin g  th e  b u d g et.

We a l l  now how Japan took advantage of t he s i t u a t i o n  -  we a l l  know th e  p r ic e



we have p a id  -  th e  p r ic e  we a re  c o n tin u in g  to  pay -  because our Country 

was n o t s tro n g  th e n .

Remember 1936? -  H i t l e r  marched in to  th e  R hineland  in  v io la t io n  o f  t he 

Locarno T re a ty .

Wh a t happened? H ere was an o v e r t a c t -  th a t  was p ro o f p o s i t iv e  th a t  

war was read y  to  ta k e  t h e s ta g e  -  h ere  was a g g re ss io n  t h a t  v io la te d  

h o n esty  and f o r e to ld  th e  coming o f  an o th er World Wa r . But n o th in g  hap

pened. F ran ce was econom ically  and s p i r i t u a l l y  to r n  asunder -  c la s s  was 

a rra y e d  a g a in s t c l a s s .  Charges o f  communism and fa sc ism  were h u rle d  a t 

one a n o th e r w ith  re c k le s s  abandon. Hate was th e  o rd e r of the day -  and 

th e r e  were no jobs f o r  th e  w orking men and women of F ra n ce .

H i t l e r  knew th e  c o n d itio n s  which e x is te d  -  knew B r i ta in  was unable  to  a c t -  

and he marched forw ard w ith  Kwmnrmty a rro g a n c e . France could o f f e r  no resistance 

S h e  was t r a g i c a l l y  h e l p le s s .

With the p ap er I  have m entioned I  b e lie v e  -"su ch  te stim o n y  i s  i r r e f u t a b l e  

in  upholding th e  c o n te n tio n , th a t  s t r e n g th  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  flow s from 

s tr e n g th  a t home and, by th e  same to k e n , a d is t r e s s e d  economic and p o l i 

t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t home e n e rv a te s  a g a in s t a s tro n g  p o lic y  ab ro ad ."

This i s  sim ple t r u t h .  I t  i s  sane and i t  i s  l o g i c a l .  England and F ra n ce , 

and  t h e U nited  S ta te s  under H e rb e rt Hoover could n o t accep t th e  c h a lle n g e  - 

were in c ap ab le  of assuming t h e r o le  of le a d e rs h ip  w hich was p r e f e r r e d  them 

because they  were in  "a  d is t r e s s e d  economic and p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t  home.

Now -  what about th e  U n ited  S ta te s  -  under th e  p re s e n t D em ocratic admin

i s t r a t i o n ,  when danger th re a te n e d ?

Under th e  le a d e rs h ip  of F ra n k lin  D. Roosevelt -  our Navy had been r e b u i l t  -  

our Army had been p la c e d  on a su re  fo o tin g  -  and th e  Lend-Lease program was



adopted and we became, in  th e  words of our P re s id e n t -  th e  a rs e n a l o f  

dem ocracy. From our farm s, m ines, f a c to r ie s  and p o r ts  -  fo o d , m in e ra ls , 

equipm ent, m ed ic in e s, sh ip s  and p la n e s  were s p e e d ily  d esp atch ed . Not 

only  were we p ro v id in g  t he b e s t   and th e  most f o r  o u r p eo p le

a t  home -  but we were p ro v id in g  f o r  th e  needs of a l l  N ations th en  r e a l in g  

back b e fo re  th e  hammer blows of a would be w orld conqueror.

In  1941 -  when th e  p e r f id io u s  Japs were g u i l t y  of t h e i r  fo u l  a s s a u lt  - 

what happened? N othing? Oh Not        The p eo p le  o f t h i s

N atio n  aro se  as one man, under th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f our P r e s id e n t ,  and took 

up th e  c h a lle n g e . T his re p u b lic  flo w ered  inkoxihx -  o v e rn ig h t as i t  were -  

in to  th e  m ig h tie s t  m i l i ta r y  power th e  w orld had ever seen -  n o t only  

did  i t  r e s i s t  t h i s  tre a c h e ro u s  a c t  mf-xvpppi in  v io la t io n  of i t s  s o v e re ig n ty  -  

i t  threw  back the would be conqueror -  and now - f s a r s u e s - t h e  - aggras

-  and to d ay  s ta n d s  p o ise d  to  s t r i k e  th e  f i n a l  blow fo r  

v ic to r y  and p eace. L et i t  be p o in te d  out a lso  -  n o t one s in g le  American was 

found w anting  when th a t  day came -  no where was th e r e  a la c k  o f p a tr io t is m  

and even to d ay , in  th e  m idst of t h i s  t i t a n i c  storage -  our f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  con

tin u e  to  fu n c tio n  w ith o u t in te r r u p t io n .

Could a N atio n  -  w allow ing in  th e  tro u g h  of a d is t r e s s e d  economic and 

p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a t home, as th e  p ap er p u ts  i t , iuama Could such a N ation

have been capable o f  so s tro n g  a p o lic y  abroad? And was i t  s t r o n g ?-  RAxtomn

Close your eyes and stan d  b e fo re  a map of th e  w orld -  touch  i t ,  and where-

ev er your f in g e r  lights -  t h e i r  f l i e s  th e  American f l a g .

iinistusHBEEFOE, On th e  b a s is  o f t he re c o rd  -  th e  answer is  o b v io u s. Under

th e  le a d e rs h ip  of F ra n k lin  D. R oosevelt th e  U nited  S ta te s  was and is  a

s tro n g  w orking A m erica.



i s

America   a s tro n g  w orking fo rc e  because under a D em ocratic Ad m in is tra 

t io n  -  th e  p e r i l s  i h a i  of l i f e  th a t  have in  th e  p a s t a rra y ed  c la s s  a g a in s t 

c l a s s ,  have been removed; because th e  dread o f unemployment w ith  i t s  accomp 

anying h e a rta c h e s  has been e lim in a te d ;  because th e  h o rro r  o f in s e c u r i ty  in  

a cold  and lo n e ly  o ld  age, has been made a th in g  of th e  p a s t .

And by what means have th e s e  g o a ls  been ach iev ed  -  through th e  enactm ent

of s o c ia l  l e g i s l a t i o n  -  g u a ra n te e in g  to  the w orking man th e  r i g h t  to  b a r

g ain  fo r  wages th ro u g h  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  of h is  own choosing; g u a ra n te e in g  

th e  s a f e ty  of th e  w orking m an's sav ings; guaranteeing he need not 

approach h is  government l i k e  a pauper to  beg f o r  b read  when he i s  w ith o u t 

emp lo yment; g u a ra n te e in g  him a decent p la c e  in  th e  economic l i f e  o f h is  

co u n try  -  g u a ra n te e in g  t h a t  h is  government w i l l  fu n c tio n  f o r  him and f o r  

a l l  A m ericans, a l l  th e  t im e .

These t h in g s , th e  p ap er prom ises are now - I  em phasize now -

" an in d e s t r u c t ib le  p a r t  of our l iv e s  and economic s tr u c tu re "  Not by

c h o ic e , sBuctlsay:'pmtnrrb. do th e y  accep t th e se  th in g s

bu t  as th e  paper  p o in t s out -  b e cause no one -  no one -  would

dare o u tra g e  p u b lic  sen tim en t by moving a g a in s t them. This is  th e  same

Y/} 
l e g i s l a t i o n  which t h is p ap er L '- 'in.U fM'MM! c h a ra c te r iz e d -  

 
a v io la t io n  o f economic s a n i ty  -  and t h e i r  GOP c a n d id a te  f o r  Governor at that time called 

it a fra u d  on th e  people o f th e  U nited  S ta te s  and of Rhode I s la n d .

To everyone i t  must be c le a r  th a t  I  am in  com plete agreem ent w ith  th e  

p r in c ip le  which th e  paper e n u n c ia te d  -  th e  p r in c ip le  which p ro v id es fo r  

a s tro n g  w orking Am erica  to  le a d  th e  Na tio n s  o f th e  w orld up th e  r is k y  

sto n y  and hazardous road  to  a fu tu re  w orld p eace.

I f  my co n clu sio n s a re  d i f f e r e n t  from th e  Independent newspaper i t  is  

ev id e n t t h i s  paper a c c e p ts  th e  fundam ental p r in c ip le  which i s  t r u t h  -  b u t



w i l f u l l y  p e r v e r ts  i t  to  b ase  p o l i t i c a l  u s e .

For a s tro n g  w orking Ame r ic a  we must have a continuance o f  th e  type of 

le a d e rs h ip  which has made th e se  th in g s  p o s s ib le ,  We cannot a f fo rd  one back

ward s te p .
t

I  am aware of th e  f a c t  th a t  GOP cam paigners p o s e , in  t h i s  h o u r, as a l l  th in g s  

to  a l l  men. They a re  w i l l in g  to  acknowledge th e  v a lu e  o f RasamEi&aitia th e  p o s i t iv e  

accom plishm ents of th e  D em ocratic a d m in is tra t io n , even though w h ile  th o se  same 

s u b je c ts  were under d e b a te , th e se  same GOP cam paigners h eld  them up to  p u b lic  

sco rn  -  w itn e ss  Dewey's h o rro r  a t  th e  Lend-Lease program  which he p re d ic te d  would 

b r in g  an end to  f r e e  Government everywhere; w itn e ss  h is  r i d i c u l e  o f  th e  Pr e s i d e n t 's  

program f o r  b u ild in g  p la n e s . Dewey s a id  i t  was r id ic u lo u s  -  because he lack ed  

f a i t h  in  th e  American workin g  man and women -  because he had no confidence in  

t he f u tu r e  of A m erica, w itn e ss  t h e l i p - s e r v i c e  th e  GOP once b e fo re  p a id  to  th e  

s u b je c t of i n te r n a t io n a l  c o lla b o r a tio n  and samrddas c o n sid e r th e  p r ic e  we are 

paying to -d ay  iiaismtiMBias because th e y    w recked th e  fo u n d atio n  f o r

peace which had been b u i l t  by  an o th er D em ocratic P r e s id e n t .

We can no t a f fo rd  to  sc ra p  what has a lre a d y  been accom plished .  We cannot

a ffo rd  to  r i s k

amdiiiwmthxnommaEBniim one s in g le  h o u r 'smtH:;

d e la y  in  b rin g in g  t h i s  war to  a c lo s e , mndnasi The l iv e s  o f  A m erica's f ig h t in g  men

depend upon our a c tio n s  now -  t h e i r  f u tu re  w e lfa re  -  in an econom ically

s tro n g  America depends on u&l- the  r e - e l e c t i o n  of F ra n k lin  D. R o o se v e lt.
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