
Address of Honorable John E. Fogarty, Representative of Second Congressional

District, over Station WEAN, at 7:15 p.m., October 24, 1944

T he G .O .P ., because it is conscious o f the fact that it faces alm ost

certain defeat in another Presidential Election, is resorting to frayed and

s h o p w o r n  t r i c k s  t h a t  w e r e  t h e  s t o c k  i n  t r a d e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c a m p a i g n e r s  i n  t h e  

g as-lig h t e ra .

T here is, on every hand, the constant preaching of fear. T he
N a t i o n  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  d i r e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

sh o u ld  b e  re tu rn ed  to  o ffice . F ig u res a re  d isto rted - h a lf-tru th s a re  g iv en

th e  w e ig h t  o f  g o s p e l-  a n d  p h r a s e s  a r e  p lu c k e d  h e re  a n d  th e r e  a n d  u s e d  in  a  

manner that closely approaches deliberate falsehood. W e are told the Pillars

o f F ree G overnm ent w ill fall - D ictatorsh ip  w ill be estab lished  - F acism ,

C om m unism , Socialism  - every other ism  - w ill be the order of the day, if 

our President is given a vote of confidence. G loom  is everyw here - success

is impossible.

Such tactics are reminiscent of the threats that grass would grow

in the streets of our principal cities when it was apparent the Nation had
determ ined to rid itself of the incom petence of the H oover regim e. Such

tactics do  noth ing  to  aid  the voter in  arriv ing  at the decision  he m ust m ake

o n  N o v e m b e r  7 th .  T h e y  m e r e ly  e s t a b l i s h  th e  t r u th  o f  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  th a t  th e

G . O . P .  i s  a  d e s p e r a t e ,  m e n t a l l y  b a n k r u p t ,  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a n

o f f e r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r o m i s e  t h e  N e w  D e a l  w i l l  

not be eliminated if the G.O.P. is allowed to take over the National Admin-
istration.

The Social progress which has characterized the administration of

Franklin D. Roosevelt is espoused by all G.O.P. campaigners - our President's

Foreign Policy is admittedly sound and successful - and the G.O.P., lacking
the common decency to uphold our President as a leader among the men of the
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world - resorts to a campaign of vilification and ridicule - seeking if

possible to break down the respect and admiration of our President which is 
shared by all peoples everywhere.

The most common attack, over the radio, in the press, and out of 

the mouths of G.O.P. campaigners, is the charge of communism. We are promised

that our P residen t's re-election  w ill b ring  an  end  to  free G overnm ent - that

it w ill so u n d  th e  d ea th -k n ell o f p riv ate  en terp rise  an d  in d iv id u al in itia tiv e .

I  a m  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a t  c h a r g e  -  a n d  w e r e  i t  n o t  v i c i o u s  i n  i n t e n t  -  i t  w o u l d

in truth be ridiculous.
I have been referred to as a friend of labor. It has been charged

that m y only interests are Labor - but no effort is m ade to define that word
L abor, nor is it possible to determ ine w ho is m eant by these derogatory ref-

erences. A ll are grouped in  the one d iatribe - "A  noisy  m inority".

I readily admit I have tried hard to be a friend of the working

men and women of the District I have the honor to represent. My principal

concern has been, and for that matter, my principal concern still is, jobs. 

If I am not very much mistaken - that, also, is the primary concern - or 

should be the primary concern - of everyone interested in the future of our

c o u n try , w h e th e r  h e  b e  a  b u s in e s s  m a n , a  p ro fe s s io n a l m a n , o r  a  c o m m o n  la b o re r .

I am firmly of the opinion that no one class of our citizens can

prosper at the expense of another - nor is it possible for any one class of

our citizens to enjoy security - and at the same time be completely un-

concerned with the well-being of all other classes of our citizenry.

It would be far better if we gave up the practice of hanging tags

and labels on each other and thought of ourselves as A m ericans interested

prim arily in prom oting the w ell-being of all A m ericans. Then, perhaps, w e

could see ourselves in true perspective; I am sure we can all agree, we would

certainly know  w hat w e are striving for, and out actions w ould be united in a 
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common effort.

It is the poorest sort of folly to im agine even for a m om ent that the

people referred to as labor  are not interested in Private Enterprise - or that
they would land their support to the election of a President who was not in-

terested in private enterprise. A moment's consideration makes it quite plain

that the working men and women of this state, and for that matter, of the

N a t i o n ,  a r e  v i t a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e .

O ne of the reasons for the very existence of Trade U nions, from  the 

time of their inception, has been to win the right of collective bargaining.

There would be no purpose in that right were it not for the existence of

private em ploym ent. It is p rivate en terprise that p rovides em ploym ent. It

is in the prosperity of private industry that Labor finds its highest activity,

finds its fulfillm ent as a social function.

However, the working man and woman, when he speaks out in behalf

of p rivate en terp rise, does no t m ean  ru th less exp lo itation . C ertain ly  he

does not mean that he advocates a return to the "laissez faire" that marked

the 1920's. He does not intend to support candidates who advocate that their

National Government must remain silent, no matter what the provocation, while

big business concentrates on amassing huge profits, paying the men in the 

shop as little as is possible, w hile the econom ic structure prepares itself

for another nose-dive into depression with all its accompanying heartaches.

Under no circum stances w ill we go back to the days of dog eat dog.

I honestly believe that business should be relieved of restrictions

on its operations - to the extent that private industry can expand and 

d e v e lo p  -  c a n  h e lp  to  c re a te  a  b rig h te r fu tu re  -  fo r A m e ric a  -  a n d  b y  s o  

doing can create jobs.

However, I don't believe the National Government must be relegated

to the position of a mere umpire in the economic struggle.
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I don't believe our National Government should hamper the operations

of business in the slightest - so far as those operations are consistent with

the common good. In fact, there are a good many business men in Rhode Island

who know, from personal experience, that I have objected to red tape, and who

will vouch for the fact that I have ever been at their service, and have
sought for them as much freedom of operation as was possible.

It is true that today we have all sorts of regulations on business.

It is also true that w e have a great deal of regulations affecting our daily

l ives. It is safe to say the people of the country would not stand for such

regulations in norm al tim es.

The present, however, is far from normal - the great struggle in 

which our Nation is involved makes the present restriction necessary - all
of us look forward eagerly to the day when we can dispense with them forever.

To my mind that day will be here a great deal sooner - if we all

determine to espouse the cause of cooperation. The cause for which all plead

so eloquently as a solution of the violent ills which beset the world; that

cooperation which we believe in our sole hope for the establishment of a just

and permanent peace.

Every American looks forward to the day when he can resume his normal

life- free from  all but the absolutely essential restraints.

The men in our armed forces dream of the day when they can return

to private employment or to private business and once more take up their old

pursuits - can plan to build a home - raise a family - once again promote

the betterment of their communities.

The men and women in War Industries look forward to the day when

they can resume the lives of ordinary humans - free from the worries that
assail the minds of mothers and fathers today.
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T he farm er too , looks forw ard  to  the day  that is free of the orders

a n d  re g u la tio n s  a n d  s h o rta g e s  a n d  p rio ritie s  th a t m a k e s  h is  p re s e n t o p e ra tio n s

next to a nightmare. All of us look forward to that day - Pray God it won't be long in
coming.

But even that day won't be completely free of problems. Much has been

done to pave the way - much remains to be done.

There must be jobs for our returning heroes. They are our first con-

sideration. T here m ust be jobs for the w orkers now  in  W ar Industries, as those

jobs can't possibly be provided by an A dm inistration, w hether it be D em ocratic
or Republican, without the cooperation of all Americans.

A n d  t h o s e  c a m p a i g n e r s  w h o  c o n t e n t  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  s p e e c h - m a k i n g ,  w h o
castigate and vilify the present administration, preaching fear and by so doing

admitting they entertain doubts of our future success - I submit to you - 

offer nothing toward the accomplishments of the purpose which is your concern

and my concern - jobs.

I subm it to you, whether you be inclined tow ard the Dem ocratic Party,

which is my Party, or toward the Republican Party, we need a lot less use of 
fancy phrases, such as Free Enterprise, Rugged Individualism, Private Initiative -

and a lo t m ore evidence of a w illingness to  face facts.

W hat w e need in Public O ffice today is the courage to face existing

s itu a t io n s  a n d  to  s p e a k  o u t  h o n e s t ly  a n d  fe a r le s s ly , w ith  c o u r a g e  in  th e  r ig h t

as God gives us to see the right.

I t  i s  m i g h t y  e a s y  t o  s t a n d  o n  t h e  s i d e - l i n e s ,  a v o i d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,
and then like the familiar Monday Morning Quarterback - issue pronouncements

and manifestos declaring that all was wrong - and pointing out where the

successful path lay.
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I ask you in all sincerity - what evidence of leadership came from

those who now issue their diatribes against the present administration? Stop

and think for a moment - where were these great men - great by their own
proclamations - when the going was tough - when all of us were worried-

when some of us had the courage to stand up for what we believed was right?

Where were they in the past - when men walked the streets of Providence-
when there wasn't a job to be had for love or money? When banks failed and

the savings of a lifetime disappeared overnight - when suicide was the order

of the day - when business after business failed? They offered them little

hope - they offered no leadership - they refrained even from comment.

O h - I adm it there w ere m istakes - but did ever any N ational A d-

ministration face such a task? Did ever any administration accomplish so much?

Search the record - search in vain - there were none of them

present then - but there are those now who boast they came to life in 1940 - 

and in  1940 they refrained from  killing liberal legislation. There are those
who now think the people of Rhode Island owe a debt of gratitude to "veteran

legislators" who became conscious there were people in Rhode Island during the

last two years of their tenure in office.

You have heard them over the radio - and you've read their state-

ments in the daily press. "Nothing could have gotten by without our party's

permission," they proudly declare. That id did get by, in the last two years,
it would seem, is a particular favor which has been bestowed on us, the ordinary

people of the State. Since when, did we have to depend on favor - since when
did our God-given rights as American citizens have to wait on the behest of any

political organization - yet they'll tell us - we got these things in Rhode 

Island - only because I - My Party's boss in the Senate - allowed it to

come to you.
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Then they preach of dictation - then they dare talk of communism-

what is such a declaration - but the cheapest from  of political aggrandise-

m ent- it is no th ing  m ore than  p reach ing  that the S tate is L aw  - and  I am  

the State - such a m an condem ns him self - such as m an defies the people of 

his State to elect him  again to public office.

W e need  less o f th is - our C ountry  w ill be far better o ff w ith

none of it.

I f  w e differ, let us differ honestly . L et us refrain  from  in-

dulging in falsehoods, or even worse, half-truths. We have a gigantic job

on our hands - if, in truth, w e fight for freedom . Let's bring freedom

and justice to our own Country, while we are at it. Let's get togetherand get on with the job.
O ur President has led us through som e m ight storm y passages. I 

have confidence in him, and I know that, no matter what vile charges are

made against him, the average American has confidence in him. The stories

we hear today are not new - they were the common thing in Jefferson's day.

Professor John Cramer, the Ohio historian has pointed out in 

commenting on such stories - "The election of Jefferson, America was told, 

would destroy our Government; the election of Jackson would install a

despot; the election of Lincoln would destroy the Union. They amazing thing

is (that) our A m erican G overnm ent has survived the destructive influences

of the Jeffersons, Jacksons, and Lincolns for over a hundred and fifty

years."
After November 7th - our beloved country is going on to new

H orizons. W e haven't yet even begun to know  the possibilities w hich are ours.We are going forward with Roosevelt to a brighter future for ourselves andfor free men everywhere. It is cowardice to heap calumny on the head of
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