
Address of Honorable John E. Fogarty, Representative of Second CongressionalDistrict, before Convention of Rhode Island State Branch, A.F. of L., Sunday,October 22, 1944, at the Narragansett Hotel.

It would appear - from the rumblings of some would - be statesmen to 
be nex t door to  crim inal - to  say  a w ord  of p raise, fo r the w orking  m en
a n d  w o m e n  o f  R h o d e  Is la n d .  I t is  " C a te r in g  to  a  s m a ll, n o is y  
minority", or "a pow er hungry clique" to defend labor U nions tw enty m onths 

out of every tw o year p eriod . B u t th en , every election  year w e are treated  to  th e
spectacle of candidates for public office proclaim ing to the four w inds
their great love of Labor - w e have dinned in our ears the insistence that 
all social progress has becom e an integral part of our N ational life - 
Social programs which was torn from the grasping clutches of these same self-proclaimed saviors of the working class.

At the risk of being charged with making a demagogic appeal to 
your emotions and passions, I am glad to , as one of your own, to speak 
to you - just as I was to do so last year, and the year before, and the

y e a r  b e f o r e  th a t , -  ju s t  a s  I  s h a l l  a lw a y s  b e  
happy to be known as one of you.

We meet again in a war year - pray God this will be the last wartime convention of the 
Rhode Island State Branch of the American Federation of

L ab o r. B u t w h ile  th e  c lo u d s o f w ar h an g  h eav y  o v e r th e  w o rld , w e  m u st
re a ffirm  o u r p a ra m o u n t p u rp o se  to  g e t o n  w ith  w in n in g  o f th e  w a r a s

sp eed ily  a s is  h u m an ly  p o ssib le .
W e  h a v e  a  r ig h t  to  f e e l  p r o u d  o f  th e  p a r t  w e  h a v e  

p la y e d  in  th e w i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  o f  m e n  
a n d  a r m s .   A n d  w e  c a n  t a k e  c o u r a g e f o r  t h e  c l i m b  u p  
t h e  r o a d  t o  v i c t o r y  -  t h e  r o a d  t h a t  i s  s t i l l  s t e e p  a n d  b e s e t

by many obstacles - from the realization that free American Labor has in thepast few years amazed our allies as well as horrified our enemies by the



co lo ssa l p ro d u c tio n  w h ich  h as b een  th e  fru it o f th e  to il free  m an  - in
a free country .

Glancing back for but a moment, we are in truth amazed at the great
strides our Nation has m ade in the production of the tools of war.  

From small calibre pistol shells to the mightiest dreadnoughts that over sailed
seas - from delicate, finely balanced technical instruments to earth- shaking 

cannon - our Nation has ground out, in over increasing volume, 
the most superb fighting equipment which has enabled our armed forces 

to  w in  victory on  the field  of battle.
There have been som e blank spots in the this picture, it is true.  W e

h a v e  e x p o se d  o u rse lv e s  to  c ritic ism  o n  so m e  o c c a s io n s , b u t, w ith  a ll th a t,
the Nation is proud and our Armed Forces are grateful for the tremendous job which has been done by free American Labor.

When we first embarked upon this world struggle - we laid aside our difference 
and we settled down for the long pull with a fierce determination
to see it through.  Americans have never done anything in a half-hearted

manner and our emotions in girding the Nation for the battle we faced were
felt down deep in the heart of every working men and women - just as theyinspired the determination and fired the courage of every man an woman in

American Labor know we were in this thing to the finish and it
d e te rm in ed  th e  A m erican  S o ld ie r - S a ilo r - an d  M arin e  w o u ld  h av e  th e  b est
in  th e  w o rld  - a n d  w o u ld  h a v e  it firs t.  T h a t w e  a re  d o in g  th e  jo b  is  am p ly
borne out by the w ords of our C om m ander-in-C hief w ho on Labor D ay of this
your declared: "American workers made possible the greatest production achievement 

in  the w orld 's h istory". 

G eneral H ap A rnold , C hief of the A rm y A ir F orces said: "L abor
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which were regarded as visionary were attained and left behind". Our 

own General Eisenhower, Supreme Allied Commander 

in Europe, radioed from  France: "From  this battlefront A m erican fighting troops
send  their g ratefu l thanks to  the  w orkers o f A m erican  fo r hav ing  m ade th is
t h e  b e s t  e q u i p p e d  f i g h t i n g  f o r c e  i n  a l l  h i s t o r y .   E a c h  o f  y o u  j u s t l y

shares the credit for the tremendous successes the United Nations have

And Secretary of the Navy, Forrestal, said: "The good news from
every battlefront today is a tribute to the achievement of American Labor

T h is p ra ise  w a s sin cerely  g iv en  fo r  a  jo b  w ell d o n e.  A ll th is
praise serves as inspiration in tackling the job w hich is still ahead of

us.  In all the talk of V-J Day - in all the preparation for its observance 
-it would be well if we injected a word of caution.  Instead of 

out-of-hand celebrations, it would be far more fitting if each of us said an extra
prayer for the boys still out in the far Pacific, in the 

fox-holes and scaling the cliffs of Jap-held islands - if each of us worked an 
extra hour and expended an extra pound of effort - because our job will be no

Grateful, indeed, we shall be when the last gun is fired in Europe - 
but wild celebration - any pause in production will actually be a dis- service 

to the brave men who carry our banner westward - and who are pro-
ceeding with the job of wiping out the Armies of the Japs who even now

Only when this task shall have been completed - only when America
has thoroughly vanquished her enemies - can free Labor in America return to

the normal days when unit us in the future of a greater and more glorious
A m e r i c a .
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For the fulfillment of our hopes in that future plans are now talking

shape. The object of the planning by the greatest minds the Nation  c a n  b e  s u m m e d  up in one word - "jobs".  To guarantee that these plans do not

o f  a  b e t t e r  A m e r i c a  f o r  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  -  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o n s t a n t  o b j e c t i v e  

of the working men and women of the Country.

There 

are ever-present those who just before election day pose asmust follow if we would avoid complete destruction.  They are those who

assail our cars over the radio and from the public platform - and assault

our eyes in the columns of the daily press, with their predictions of dire

disaster should we continue to support the policies - the philosophy ofgovernment - which have brought to 

free labor in America an honorable place in the econimic life of our land.

Yes - they tell us now they love us - and but a few days ago, these

same interests were heaping ridicule and abuse on Labor.  Everything foul, 

e v e r y t h in g  m e a n , w a s  la id  a t  t h e  f e e t  
o f  L a b o r .   N o  m a n  w h o  d a r e d  r e p r e s e n t

himself so a friend of labor, could entertain any noble motive.  No man who

d a re d  to  ra ise  h im  vo ice  in  o p p o sitio n  to  a tta ck s  o n  La b o r 

could be ap a tr io t  o r  e v e n  k in d ly  d is p o s e d  t o w a rd  h is  fe llo w  m e n .

I say to you - beware of these new-born Lovers.  They come now

in their shining armor.  They would be your champions in the battle of life.
Yet their records during the past months - during the years which are bloodred in the minds of every one 

o f  u s  -  r a c k  w i t h  t h e  i n s i d i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  o f

The immediate post-war future will not be all milk and honey - there

will be many difficulties - there will be set-backs.  But we have overcome
obstacles before - we shall do so again - but win we must!



every social reform which was intended to make life a little brighter for theman or woman who toiled at a machine, worked with his tools, or sweated in afoundry.

To speak of the past - to recall instances of bread lines - of

or West threatens to shut our plants.  They didn't scream in any kind of
horror, although God knows the textile workers did, when the interests they

still represent tore the machinery off the floors of our mills and rushed

truckload after truckload of looms and spinning machinery to the South -

the South against which they are now up in Arms.  Why did they go to the

South - why do they still oppose progress here?  For one and the same 
r e a s o n  -  a  c h e a p  L a b o r  M a r k e t .

They fled New England then - did you hear any veteran GOP 
legislator raise his voice at that time? - they'd flee again if the promise
of big profits through the exploitation of cheap labor were still present.

They scream against the President and his Administration - they

soup kitchens - of apple vendors - of  Anacostia flats and veterans w ho bled

for their country, only to be driven up Pennsylvania Avenue at the point

o f  b a y o n e t  -  a l l  t h i s  i s  d e m a g o g ic  a n d  c h e a p .   A l l  t h i s  i s  c a t e r in g  a n d

appealing to the emotions of men and women - men and women who hungered who cried - who hoarded scraps to feed young ones for whose future they often despaired

B u t  f o r  t h e s e  s u d d e n ly  e m e r g e d  b u t t e r f l i e s  w h o  w i l l  b r o a d e n  S o c ia l

Security and Unem ploym ent Com pensation - w ho w ill, they sw ear it - out do

the New Deal - for them to for self-serving statements out of the

record of the past - that is not cheap of demagogic - that is not catering
to the baser em otions - not that - No! that occurs under the head of en-

lightenment.

They scream now in mock horror when a vote-grabber from the South



say he must go if free Government is to be retained.  But what better evidence

can there be of free Government, then the fact of the present campaign.  They
.

tell you you'll starve, just as they told you grass would grow in the streets

of our cities, if Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected in 1932.  They say he is
afraid of the future - the men who gave America its future, when the Nation

fa ce d  n o th in g  b e tte r th a n  H o o ve rville s .  Th e y te ll yo u  to  vo te  fo r h im  is  to
vote against your own best interests.   This,  from the very interests who de-m a n d e d  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  H o o v e r , L a n d e n  a n d  W ilk ie . 

 H o w  c a n  t h e y  e x p e c t  t o
be received in good faith?  How can they expect the working men and women in

Rhode Island to forget these are the same ones who defended Hoover's de-
pression and spent weeks and columns of valuable time and space, in denun-

ciation of Social Security and Unemployment Compensation; who fought like

tigers against the enactment of a State Labor Relations Act, against an

Anti-Injunction Statute, and, despite their present pronouncements - in spite

of their protestations of love for Labor - they fought desparately against 

every single effort at social progress in our little State of Rhode Island-

Yes - they're back again - just as they were two years ago - just
as they will be two years hence - praising their love for the working man. 

They guarantee the fulfillment of all our desires - the gratification of all
o u r  w is h e s  -  b u t  o n c e  N o v e m b e r  7 t h  w i l l  h a v e  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m  o f  h i s t o r y

Labor will once again become the poor relative - the problem which must be
'

curbed - the pressure group which is inimical to the best interest of the

L a n d .

I am confident - I am positive - the men and women of Rhode Island will not 
be deceived for one moment, by their outmoded campaign tactics- their
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vicious invective - their vilifying screeches of hate.  Such scavenging for 

t u r n  b a c k  -  a n d  o n  N o v e m b e r  7 th , F r e e  A m e r ic a n  L a b o r  w ill  n o t  t a k e  a n y  c h a n c e s

on the promise of its former enemies or on the vows of undying affection

from its newly born lovers

Eileen:

8 copies of this speech were made - original 
and seven carbons. There are two carbons 
here. The others were distributed:

Cranston "Herald" 
Pawtuxet Valley "Times" 
R. I . Free Press

Orig. and 1 copy to John 
one copy to "Journal"

cotes went out with the Torch-light Parade.

We refuse to stay our onward march- Free Labor in America will not


