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Following its hearings held in Newport, Rhode Island s during

i _the middle of May, the House Naval Affairs Subcommittee on Congested

| 'Areas has been driv:mg home its findings and recommendations , directed

s at real relief for federalized Newport and ‘the Narragansett Bay Area, to

e critics of Congress.

the various 'euthorities heving' cognizance over the matters covered by
the recommendations. Representetive John E. _Fogarty s of Harmony, Rhode
Island, a member of this two~fisted subcommittee, now more popularly re-

~ ferred to as tie "brass backss counittee, todsy made the surprising reve-

lation that four out of every five re'commendati' s 'mede by this hard

working'-l group in__its report on the Narraganse

'

"plished or are being accomplished. Pag yr a burning desire to obtain

-area have been accome

resuits instead of merely recommending, \this Subcommittee has displayed

a "follow throughn that has dravii & from even the most caustic

TG Tis 66 avicveds 1ol thia

area h,as been placed on Rg Fogarty's sh_onlders by the members
of :the Subcomnittee. The accomplished results_' speak forcefully of his abil=-

ity and determination,

A " Under the direction of Representative Fogarty and the members of

& the Subcommittee s Robert E. Kline, Jr., General Counsel of the investigat-

'ing ccmmittee , has maintained critical constructive and constant check on

" the progress of action by the various agencies on the recommendations. Ef-

",forts of the congressionu group w remove the red tape of Washington have
been carefully coordinated with the field activities of the President's

Committee for Congested Production Areas. Corrington Gill, Director of that



committee, reporte to and confers with Representative Fogarty and members _

i of the Subcommittee and Jir. Kine;

| ‘ ngu on the iiet of accomplished recommendations are improvements
A in the working conditions of war labor. Following the recommendation of the

Subconnnittee ), @ "6-day work, l-day rest work schedule was adOpted by the

o5 Nelrport Naval Torpedo Station. Prior to this change in the working schedule,

£al _to manpower requirements in this area by directiz

L SNlR tlelt bodnts 1n the A

g at least one night a Wweek. |

the ma;jority of workers at the Torpedo Station had been working 13 days at a -
; stretch , Wwith the Lth day free. Paul V. McNutt, Chairman of the War Manpower
| iCommission, has observed the recommendations of the Subcommittee with reference

his staff to make a careful

! "st.‘udy of -the;situation. AB soon as that st

/Q
16 'l

' stigate the deferment policy of

been completed, the staff

of ﬂle"War Hanpower"Commi’ssion will sport Representative Fogarty

. and the members of the Subcommittee. ode Island State Director of
Selective Serv:.ce has been ine
eport as soon as possible. For the

i convenience of those engag

usleR

_.tion, the ma.nagers of the stores have indicated their willingness to stay open

% more nights as the need is shown.

As a reeult of the unrelenting detemination of the Subcommittee

it improve the living conditions of our fighting personnel several beneficial

L measures have been taken by the Navy for its personnel. laanagement of the

T Anchorage housing project has been returned to the Navy and dwellings in the

g progect have been made available to the enlisted personnel. In keeping with

| the,_ _Subcommittee's observ_ation‘ that there_ should be more bachelor officers!



located near the Public Wf

_ quarters, the Prentice'. house has been acquired a.nd is providing accommodations

. i‘or 30 officers attached to the Naval Torpedo Station. The swixmning pool at

the Quonset Naval Air Station has been authorized as recommended by the Sub-

| committee and plans for its installation are proceeding. - Complying with another

"recommendation of the Subcommittee : the Navy Department has granted authoriza-
tion for the construction of two barracks to house 300 WAVES. The Department
'Ais actively surveying the needs of the smaller naval establishmente in the areas.
‘Eating facilities for civilian employees of the Navy in the Melv:.lle-Coddington
| 'Cove area .have been greatly improved in | compliance with the Subcommittee's

recommendations. | Steps are being taken by the Cc dant to have restaurant

facilities provi‘:ded. at ihe Lorpedo Station the Coddington Cove area

A which will also serve some of the civilisa " » of the near-by adjoining

o at the Public Works Department 2 ' Ly \Depot, not to be accommodated by the
nnew facility because of the distd gte presently dccommodated in a restaurant
Representative I " X has been adv:Lsed by John B. Blandford, Jr.,
| Adminis trator of the National Hous:mg Agency s oi‘ acti on taken by that agency in
5 compliance with the Subcomnﬁ.ttee 's recomnendations on housing. ‘An extensive

restuchr oi' the war housing needs of Newport has recently been comple ted.

Lo 105 fam:l.ly dwelling units and 208 dormitory units are now under construction

and w:.ll soon be available i‘or occupancy. Under the quota for private housing

it :‘in the locality, priorities for an additional 175 fmnily units are now avail-

' able-. To comply with the reoommendation .«that special dormitories for women be

| provided, the Rerry Mi.u. pro;ect has been revised to accommodate women instead

‘.,;._oi‘ men as originally contemplated. Community buildings for the Anchorage and



Tonomy Hill projects were schednled to have been completed in August., Arrange-
'.ments ere being made for the establishment of stores in the housing projects.
Cammmnity:facilities in the‘Wickford heusing projects are being erpended'with the
view of intesrating the commnnitV‘and.recreational facilities of tenants in both
“proaects. To meet existing housing'neede in the Quonset-navlsville area, the
.5_Netiona1 Housing Agency'hae 1ncreased the private priority quota from 498 tnits
to 581 units and scheduled 102 dormitory accommodations for public construction.
i Considerable progress has been made on the Subcommittee!s health
recommendations., Funds have been'alleted'byvthe Federal Works Agency for improve-
~ments to the'sewerage system of Middletown. The FWA is making a survey of the
sewerage facility'needs of the Quonset—Davis area., Priorities have been

granted and plans are completed for the pecier porddn of the additions to the

=
%

Newpcrt County‘Hospital. Major Generdl P B. Fleming, FWA,Administrator,

has adV1sed.Representative Fogar 3 recommended municipal recreational
center for Newport is being ser
Lanham Act funds.
Action has lagge
".Subcammittee. The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company has made
'~vigorous representations that war demands prevent sufficient availability of
eQuipmenfvfor restoration of rail transportation between Newport and Providence,
Davisville and Providence, and Fall River and.Newport. This matter is still

‘under consideratlon by the Office of Defense Transportation and is being pressed

by the staff of the Subcomnittee. ODT has been warking on a g s B o

| ing more adeqnate rail service between Newport and Fall River. It has recom-
mended that additional rail_service be established between Davisville and Provi-

~_dence to accommodate 4,000 men. No indication of reduction of the Mt. Hope



: _Bridge“ toil has been received. ; Representative Fogarty called attention to
Public Law No. 146, enacted in the last session of Congress, which became effec-
tive on July 13 s 1943 with the President's approval. This law provides certain
& g authorities to the Public Roads Administration to purchase toll bridges.

: Joseph B. Eastnmn ODT D:Lrector 5 has adnsed Representative Fogarty

| that OD'I‘ will 1ook with favor on any appl:.catn.ons by the Short I.J.ne Company

'for release of new buses and that he is taking up this matter with that company

" in order to make sure that they understand what steps they should take to ac~
'7"q-uire new b,luses.,. \Progress_‘has been made on the recomnended Federal assistance

i‘or the repair.,.'and 'nxaintenance of city streets ged by heavy military traffic.

» ﬂlotments | have been made bv the PWA and pr“ ‘ S granted under three separate
projects to provide'certain streets ad; i? to the housing areas in Newport
already made an application for

nterest to the Army, being connecting

fties. These applicatlons have been

‘ recommended by the FWA Re

,' onal ‘ ffice. .
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