Speech delivered by Honorable John E. Fogarty, Member of Congress
it . from the 2d R. I. Congressional District, at the Fifth Annual
S - ' Bt. Patrick's Banquet held by the Eire Society of Rhode Island,

7 at the Narragansett Hotel, Providence s Rhode Island, on Sunday
even.ing, March 21, 1943.

Iam tru.ly g'ataful to be here, Ladies and Gentlemen. I've had several swell
times with you good people, and I deeply appreciate 'bhe kind invitation to speak to you
on this comnemoration of the feast of Ireland's great saint.

. | I find myself in a rather difficult position, however. You péOple have heard
aé ‘often the '-.Glo‘rie's of Ireland extolled by great men and learned men. Iou have had old

. memories quickentd - you've felt your hearts beat a little bit faster - at the mention

of seenea in tho old sod wh:l.ch you knew so well.
| ‘ronygonorationh ﬁ.mpridoin thelmorledga that you men and women so

' livedthatyouhmkeptthelmofIrehnd&'LiveinourImarta. Pray God all of us

| ‘shall provo faithi‘ul as you have ‘been anng;m:' allw that fire of faith to fade and
| i | Ve h.ave gathered on nany ocmionp suqh aa thia, just as Iriahman all over the
m].d gather at the time a:t st. Patrick'a Day, to renew hld acquaintances - Yo rekindle
% the ﬁ.re that is the love of Ireland - and to recall the aceompliahments of Iriahmen

" in every clime :Ln every nation in overy line of endeavor.

A In these trying daya, when our beloved America faces her greatest crisis, there
oan be no better thing we could do than to recall to our minds the sacrifices Irish men
and women havo alwaya made in the newr-ending fight for liberty and freedom » and, by
recalling t.heir sacrifices, we can replodgo ourselves to make every necessary sacrifice
) | to pruom tho freedom of America and to do every necesaary act to crush t.he powers of

i avil who would destroy it.

Rl J‘ust as thouunda of the sons and daughtera of Irish immigrants who were driven
frm thair huneland for no greater cr:!ne than that they loved freedom and hated the



tyrant who would take it from them - 'Juat as those sons of Erin '.t’ought the red-coats
from field and ditch- 5 at Lexington, T‘r.entén and Yorktowm “ 80 did thousandu of their
j e folk, 'iho co-ind not béér arms, tend the fires and till the fields in order to guar-
antee that tha hm alwaya a sacred institutian in the hearts cf Iriahmen - ahould not.
'vbo deatroyod whilo tha little Republio's onergioa were concen'hrated on the defeat of ‘
v 'ohe onmy | | |
To theae Irish imigranta and their sons and daughtera s the Declaration of
] Independeme was not a mere politieal pronomzcement - it was a sacred tb.ing - 8 document
that nuat be guardod to t-he lalt - - and for the protection of that Creed of Freedom,
rthotc imigrants plodged thair undying vigilanco. '
. Todly whon mn‘ Nation is ongagcd in another great struggle, we are called upon
. to keep faith with theae pionem to honor the plodge they nade, and to prove our-
gelves worthy of the trust which is onrs - to prove ourselvea equal to the responsibility
which is ours as Amerioans and Irisl'mon. s | '
' | It was not by mere happansta.nce that the g'eat Declaration of Independence was
firat read to t.he public by an Irishmn It m an Iriﬁhman who first printed the
: imortal documant, and an Irishm.n who i‘irst publiqhad i'b with faosindles of the origina.l
aigxatures - 80 ‘that a.ll men might gazo upon it and be i.napired by those ma‘b men of
honor, A s
To thou men, uborty was not. neroly o high-oounding phraso - - it was a
i living, breath:lng thing, dapcnding fqr ita preaemtian upon the fire of faith in a just
God whieh lives in the hearts of men. | |
Sparkod by that mqucnohable' i‘iro of faith Jmowing the fubure of Amorica was
| aocure 80 long as they maintained vigilanoo thaae same imig'anta and the thousands
-: . 'who fonmd them trom the Mrald Isle, pushed back t.he forosta on mrica ts frontiers.
my ‘m'idgod tha utrem - they damod the rivars. _ They built cito:[ea, chwches and I
| v.achocla. l'hoy brought hamsta, to food a growing nation, out of thc coil which hitherto

'-l[;':-_'had lmm only t.he tread ef the feet of savages.



‘These pioneera who gave the:l.r all - - not :Ln a mad race for the accmnulation
of woalt.h, or because of the 1nordinate deaire to follmr the paths of empire - = gave
of their blood and their ma.t and thei.r tears to prove that a free 'peeple can overcome
all cbmclea can win through no- natter what the opposition - for they know victory
brings greator frcedan befare God and t’ailure brings n:l.aary and the chains of slavery.
| These pionoera - yom* forbears - ny forbears - made themselm the front line
in the constan'o m of civilize | |

plea ayinst 1gwrance and savagery
Hmr mll they fought the good fight - how well they kept the .faith - is
’ "“attesth by auch gatherings as this aplcndid gatharing tonight.'
| In emy war ‘when Amarica'a froadm was threatoned, tho desmdants of these
_ same p:l.onurs :!.n the cause of uert.y and Justice me found in tho rorcfront of the '
battlo. A * o f'?‘l?‘""' Ry | ‘ ‘
Ewery hmlet in America has llm“tha son of an Iriahnan march off to answer
coltnbia's call %0 her sons., Every tovn i:n thg hnd has echoed to an Irish mother's
tom, as ahoprayedfor her lovedonasandkeptm.‘mgbefm the cmcifixthelmp
,btfaithandhopo. | b
S0 in this hour , when another threa.t to ’the pe“e haa arison - when the powers
of ignorance, intoleranae and groed once moro atalk the earth among the smoke and
| ﬂam of battle - the desoendants of those same immigrants are in the vanguard - true
to their heritagc ‘keeping faith with tha plcdge of their forbears - that in an Irishman,
_anyvhere in the vmrld, Freodom wi.ll almyo find a champion..
o Paying iew tribute 4o the Glories of Ireland are such men as the Sullivan
: jbr-oth'srs of Waterloo, Towa. Like a brilliant flame on the altar of sacrificej the
memory of these five sons uho gavo up their lives that their country mim live - will
g .almn be an inspiration to futm'o Americana s and will forever demonstrate the great love

of libarty whieh haa alvays mrked tha charaetor o:t an Irislman
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| No nobler tale has \yét; been""'tél.d‘ than the story of Adn?iral Dan Callaghants
feariou*io'ftio, into the inidst of the m's'mships,- taking on.marvtims. his own
e migh'a; he sailed his battle cruiser through the ranks of Japanese battleships and,
v in the performance of a :brilliant deed, gave up his 1}1‘3 in the cause of his Country.
The name of Mike Moran of the Boisie is one that makes our blood run a little
: bit qiﬁ.cker. A fearless fighter - a _é'aat l_eader - he performed deeds with our great
b Nav'y uhich rival fiction, and demonstrated - while sending half a dozen Jap fighti_ng
- Ships to the bottom - that in America's dictionary there are no such words as "insur-
-meuntablo odds" '
The ﬁ.rat Jap battleship to be destroyad was sunk by Colin Kelly -~ who gave
‘rhe p‘uteat singlo piece of niaory yet handod to the Japs who n.y the upper
| raaehu of the sky, . handed out by nutbh ﬂ'lhrc - the eagle ace who sent six Jap
| g 'mat om' great Genoral mmﬁmr :l.a mm gnging war againat Americal's ‘enemy in
‘. | the Sou’ch Pacifie, is a tributo to the bravery axid o.bilj.ty of Buckley of the Navy, who }
_ brought him 'ohrough enw infested ms - through terrible weather :I.n a m.ll boat and
landed him a.nd his precioua family aafely - 80 'that hu could go on to load his men to
even g'oater doeda of brawry than those ahmm by his :Lndomitable ba.nd on the shores of
Batan Wi.th General m.&rthm', in the south Pacific, is an airman who knows no peer.
: ‘Anothcr Irisbmn ¥ Gemral Kenny, whose brilliant leadarzhip and inspiration have just

Gk ‘recently result.ed in the absolute doatruction of the Japanese armada that had as its

© ultinate goal the invasion of Australia, the land under the world, peopled by the

deacendantu of other Irish imni.grants who were banished from thgir homeland because it

’ mtrmontelm mddeathtodctendthelmmweylmd.

On our own shona, our homes are pretocted and watchod over by such men as
young J,_Ohn Cullen of the Coast Guard who was :oaponaible for the death of the saboteurs



G
who invaded our shores and thought that we slept; who thought they could ply their in-
| ;sidi.oub' tx#de and destroy our plants and our factoriea-,' and sbw among us their gospel of
hate a‘nd intollerance. m: young man, in the dead of night ever vigilant - ever
couragoouc brought to light the daring a.‘btempt bf t.heso minions of the apostle of

‘ ‘; comlp'bion, and, thrcugh his feat, earned the gratitudo of a people whose every energy
is cmcentrated on the winning of this deaperate atrugglo. |

3 In t.he rank and file of the Army, the Navy, and the valiant Marines, are count-
~ less thousands 0! other sons of Irishmen who serve in silence - never expecting, never
_soMng, tho auards for brilliance or bravery. Nevertheless, brave they are - brilliant
they are - and proud are we of them who earrywrlth them the prayorn and love and hopes
of the throb’oing heart of a people at war. Valiant are they in their defense of
America - det.emined are thay ap their smgglu against those enemies who threaten
to take from then and their loved ones %w’ handful of earth which they chorish the
A four ulls they call home. f ikl
St | Ono day - pray God tha'b day 11111 eome mén this struggle will have ended -
tha amka or the lan‘b battle 1111 settle 'bo thn,earth - and the last doughboy will have

X craﬂ.ad out of the last i’oxhola. ‘Then thoae boys who now carry the toreh will return to
us vho lm them ~ and they vd.ll demand to lmaw how wen we have guarded the trust they
placed 1 uh. ey will demand ‘be lmawwhother we valued the aacrifim they made - or

) whethcr w m in those sam‘irico: mmly an QPNMW to strangle personal AN

and to0 tear frm tho in&ividua,l the God-gim salwtit;y whieh is his.

| Al tho son of an Irish mothqr md fathar I was rtind 1n the belief that there
aro m thnghtn Ihich should dm.na‘be my life = tha two thonghts which form the basis
4 ...cf emy trua life - religion and pawioum - - religion which binds a man to God,
q | ..and Gmascratn h:!.m to tha truth; and putriotim which causes him to idolize country and
 think and act for the betterment of the lot of his fellow man.
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Those two thoughts, I believe, have been - and Pray God, will continue to
be - the foundation stone of the life and character of every Irishman,

me Irishman is passionately fond of _libe:éty because he beli.evés 4t to be the
gift of God to men ~ his voice and his pen have ever made earth ring with his denunciation
of wrong, whefever found, Iiberty was his Life idea = God its source, and hmnity dts
application, I |

With that principle as our shibolefh, it. is our duty to take our stand today

on the aide of right and justice, and determine that we will de whatever lies within
pon er to guaxantee that justice and liberty will be ‘the order of the future world,

and that lust and avarice shall never again arise to sweep our sons away to foreign
battlefields.

- we know - regarcnesa af what our individual wishes might be - that our Nation
will be called upon to play a major r@le in ‘the recmatruction of a world half-dead,
morally almost banky pt, tot‘bcri.ng on thp very brink of despair

Wa shall be called upon to. be charitable to the sufferers all over t.he world.
In justice we cannot ,fail--t_o heed that call. But if we have been honest to ourselves -
and faithful to the trust which is ours - we shall see that our generosity possesses
a measure of realism. We shall not allow - in our absorption with the affairs of the
world - our minds to forget our primary duty to Amriea and to the children of America.
Through our use of the power which is ours,v we shall demonstrate to the world
that Democracy is powerful as well as charitable - that it is just as well as charitable.
As a freedom loving_'people 5 we can accept the position of leadership which
fate has thrust upon our coun*h'y, and we can assist in leading the peoples of the world
' ~to a poaition of peace and aceurity, where there will be no futm'e rise of power-drunk
tyranta - whose greed and avarieo would embroll the world in a war of blood and sorrow.
If we are charitable enough to aasiat in the reorganization of the world - let

us be powerful enough to determine that that reorganization must have for its base Justice.
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If m are chariteble enough .'bé give of ourselves for this purpose = let us be just
enough to determine that the God who now gracesl our war communiques - and blesses owr
arms and our foxholes = shall not be abaﬁdoned at the peace table.

et us strive for honesty in all things - in owr individual lives and in the
acts and premu.lgations. of our cdunin'y. - £or in subterfuge and selfishness lies disaster.

© Let us determine that wherever fate may decree our flag shall go - it shall go
unfettered.

- Let it be honored and honorablev‘- let it be recognized - not ever as the
omhlm of false - but forever #s.. the proudest and the most powerful symbol of
human freedom in all the world,

John E. Fogarty, M. C.,
Room 1515, House Office Bldg.,
Washington, D. C.



