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Coﬁg. John E. Fogarty

' . House Floor
‘ Testimony in bebalf of H.R. 3141

Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak in favor of H.R. 3141 -- the Health
- 'Professions Educational Assistance Amendments of 1965.
2 g"' R ‘. These amendments extend and expand the present Health Educational Professions

Assistance Act of 1963 -- an Act that was one of the most significant

landmarks in health 1egisvlation that I have seen in the course of nearly.
: ‘& quarter of a century in the Congress. Passage of that historic measure
. by the 88th Congress -- after earlier Congresses had considered the

. problem of the dwindling supply of medical menpower in the United States,

“but "ha.d failed to act -- mkes our course of acti_on here today so clear .

thatwe bave fo do no ﬁxore'than follow & blazed trail, and enlarge it

: a.nd smooth 1t out. This 1s what H.R. 314l is designed to do. . i
: In his health message to Congress last January President Johnson ==-.

;:vwhose personal interest in the health field is known to all of you ==

: »sunmarized what must be done. He pointed out that the need for tra.ined

Zhe‘e‘zith personnel continues to outstrip the supply, and that high operating

costs and shortage of operating funds are endangering our health pro- ;
; fessions ‘educationa.l system. He said that the high costs of medical
'school must not be permitted to deny access to the medical profession

for a.ble youths of low- and middle-in¢ome families, a.nd that the number

of physicians a.nd other health professions must be sharply increased if |

we are able to meet future oeeds
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‘Pre‘sident also recommended legislation to“authorize formula

.. grants to help cover basic operating costs of our health profession
¥ ; i ;

schools, Fﬂd project grants to enable these schools to experiment and
R

{

demonstraf“te new and improved educational methods. And he urged, scholar-
5 ships for medical and dental students who could not enter or complete
: their professional training without such assistance.
After ‘lengthy hearings before my distinguished collea.gue from
l

5 A.rkansas,{ Mr. Harris -- soon to be a Federal Judge -- H.R. 314l which wé

are ,_consi'fdering today proposes to carry out the President's recommendations

through a series of amendments to the existing law.

Br:l.e:fly, these amendments would accomplish the following:

o (1) Extend for three years the current program of matching grants
to a.id the construction, replacement, or rehabilitation of teaching
r:tb._cilities for the training of physicians, dentists, professional public '
héa.lth personnel, optometrists, pharmacists, and podistrists. An

' appropria.tion of $160 000,000 per year would be authorized.

(2) The bill extends for th.ree additional years, until J'uly 1, 1969,

‘ the current program making grants to schools of medicine, dentistry,c-esd -

: optometry for the operation of student loan funds and permits the extension
; of such 1oe.na to students at schools of pharmacy and podiatry. An

: ¢appropriation of $2S million per year 1s authorized for this purpose.
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(3) ;In a new provision, the BT authordzes s four-year program of' .
ba.sic aﬂd special improvement grants to schools of medilcine, osteopathy, ?

'0dentistr9; and optometry to enable these schools to inerease the scope

and qpality of théir teaching programs as other funds have served to aid

their research programs. Total appropriations authorized for this purpose ;

would amount to $200 million over the next four fiscal years.

(h) xmx;:, The bill establishes a new four-year program under which

grants'are to be made to schools of medicine, dentistry, osteopathy and !

tometry from which scholarships mey be awarded up to $2 500 per year

¥, the proposed ) r
; nt to expedite accreditation of"nurs1ng schools

which have experienced difficulty receiving Federal

Aid because of the delays and expense associated with

the accreditation procedure. The new provision considers

programs of nuse education accredited if they are

furnished by a junior college or college approved

or accredited by either a regional or state approving
agency.

As one who supported the Nurse Training Act
of 1964 - and as one who has long been aware of the
deepening need for more nurses in this country = I
am in sympathy with any move that will increase the
quantity of nurses. However, I believe that we must
be careful that there is no decline in the guality
of nursing care in our efforts to augment the numbers

of nurses. I am afraid that this is being lost sight
of, here.

Under the amendments made by the Nurse Training

Act of 1964, schools of nursing are prohibited from
receiving assistance under the legislation unless they
are accredited by a recognized accrediting body approved

for this purpose by the Commissioner of Education -
with certain exceptions. These exceptions are, I think,
generous. In the case of new schools, or schools
receiving special improvement grants, or grants for
student loan funds, the schools may be considered

as accredited and therefore elegible for participa-
tion in the programs under the Act, if reasonable
assurances are provided that at the time specified in
| the Law, the school will be accredited by the body or
. bodies recognized for this purpose.
| ' I recall that the American Nurses Association -
. testifying in behalf of the inclusion of nurses in the
. Health Professions Educational Assistance Act of 1963 -
. pointing out that the number of nurses graduating
i from collegiate courses would have to double from 4,000



in 1960 to at least 8,000 in 1970. We have narrowed the
gap a little = and we have so far made no compromise
with the quality of nurses training. I regret that I
cannot support this portion of this otherwise excellent
bill - HR 3141 - which we are considering here, today.

At this point, I would like to include
several letters I have received from persons in my
Second Congressional District of Rhode Island with
whom I am in agreement on this proposal.




It is extremely encouraging, I think, that the Health Professions

ﬁ:Educational Aesistehce Act has already caused a significant increase inli,
;’the enrollment at medical and dental schools and that -- if the trend l
. continues -- the continuation of this program represented today by H.R.

314i will mean that we may be able to at least maintain in this coun;ry f
.;;the current ratio of meoical, dental and other health professionai‘man- i
; power to population during the 19705." |
A ?if ;n 1962, for eiample, the total first year enrollment in medical schools
iﬁ the United States was 9,200; it is estimated that next month, the first |
i yéar enrollment ﬁill total 9,925. In 1962, the total first year enromlment
‘in dental schools was 3,680 1t 1s estimated that next month the first year
enpollment will total 3,850. Substantial increases bave also occurred in
vpﬁb}ic health;wnursing, pharmacy and optometry enrollments. These significant
.fiﬁcreases are attributable (in part, at least) to the programs of eonmtrhodon
La.saiétance and (for students, of medicine, osteopathy and dentgstry) the loan

pr visions of the 1963 Act to aid the health professions. This is the Act
thioh we are amending and extending today. ‘ ‘

xre gnize that at best we can only hope to hold the present rat o'of ;

&sicians and other health personnel to our population at a time when our
Wpopulation is growing and increasing demands are being made upon health ¥
inahpower,which is already in short supply. .
Just to give a glimpse of future needs -- to maintaiﬁ‘the'present
?inadeqpate ratio of physicians to poptlation, we will need 346,000.physicianep
lby 1975.; We have iess than 290,000, today, and even with theiaid of health
'piofessions aseistance we will get only about 9,000 graduates per year by
1975. ; ' | Lo “

:1-Q We will be short about 15,000 dentists by 1980. ;
== Public health workers who guard against air and water pollution,f'

- radiation, epidemics -- to name only a few nationel dangers -=- are,being§
’frained ih only 13 schools. Indeed, there are actually fewer public
heeithlphysiciansnin this country todey than there were 15 years ago -- &
shocking example of the neglect of a vital health profession.

- Tb provide for the national deficit in pharmacists and optometrists,

current
:it is estimated\that the/number of graduates must be doubled to maintain

»;current population ratios. ’ s i , j ‘;,"‘ ?‘fﬁ,

1.-- And schools of podiatry must triple their number of graduates, if f£7‘3

5
z;,

,current ratios are to be maintained by 1980
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Precisely because current ratios are inadeqpate in all of these health

proféssions, it 1s particularly gratifying to me to note that H.R. 3141
extends the student loan program for another three years, boosts the amount
from $2,000 to $2,500, and adds pharmacists and podistrists to the 1list of
those eligible for such loans. . 3

A relased provision of H.R. 3141 adds Federal scholarshlp apthopization
40 £or the Pirat time for full-timpe medical, deﬁtal, osteopathic and optometric
students. : .

i Some of you may recall that earlier this year I introduced a bill before
this House ~-- H.R. 6000 -~ to‘provide Fédgral scholarships not to exceed
$2,500. At that time I pointed out that if is a sad instance of economic
‘discrimination that half of last June s medical school graduates came from
! famildes with incomes of over $10,000 & year. CSurely there are many young
people from 1ow and middle income families weil qualified to become physiciané
n1, and dentists but who are blocked by lack of finances from realizing their
: abilities.

‘ In the past three Congresses I introduced bills to provide Federal
‘assistance in awarding scholarships to students of medicine and dentistry.
The écholarship provision was stricken from tﬁose bills. I ask this Congress
to carefully consider this bill and not take simllar action. The neéd for
; qualified, well-trained health personnel is so grave that this time we must

not fail to do what we can to meet this urgent need.
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Fd.miuy, 1 want Lo touch upon tha prsv:\_simz dr HJR, 311 avthor.. oz

Fewral %pe:rati_ng Fund: for medicel, dentsl, osteopathic and optometric
schools Wer a new programsof sosddlled "basic improvement" snd "apecial

: m.mn*c" gﬁ&ats o ger basit grents, schools must increase their

' 'mnt by t¥i-and-one-half percent or & minimm of Five students. To
;pecinl '.kgran’bs, they mast continue spending non-Federal funds at
ﬁte. Thkt Ly the gechundicel side of it.

 wrilosoprical side, these two grants are designed %o hé'iﬁ
ioine, centistery, ostecpatuy and optometry tmprove the
segrems. Lee basic fuprovement grant would prq\{i&e & h’rgw
he tudest of nderfinanced schools than it vwoular-‘ cr«budge'i:s

e »;;:

Inadequetely supperied sehocls could upe thess

Wy i i a’t‘udemzz’-afaculty ratioy stiract more b ghly qualiilied
g

@.‘.‘xﬁ m aTrengthen hagie curriculum. More adequately suppsrtal .

ould ass hc.bé grants For oxperimenting with new Ideas in o

Js(-..'

Tne special improvement grar. would p:‘i""»vfi.c'i;-:

f3 Gevelopmernt of spee:i “1:' programs Or depavioerts wiithin

'?: ;or*b\mate gchools could use Then. iy

rapidly experding ficlds such &: gerebics ond

“einds of graste would be unde on the Tueis of need,

hoy “I1A Serdi kg 'w) -J' t‘?m #Ey fw guality: b@’*ween individual schools.

They will msare &&uwme mquate preperstion of all future physicilans and

dentista and .ssn "my -mmge +he standards of medical care for all our

cltizens .
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It is of special coneern to all of us that at least 10 medical schools

“are in serious financial straits at a time when this Nation has to look to

- these schools to provide more and more training -- for medical graduates,

a b for practicing physicians, for ancillary health workers. It is incomprehensible

Qperating fund provision of H.R. 314l in committee because it regarded

¥ these fuﬁds as a step toward "Federal domination of medical education."
iﬁIt‘is no#, I think, necessary to dignify that old charge with an answer.

: Thoée of us concerned with health matters &e exn@p%éngrﬁheespokeaman
iﬁi%ﬁiiﬁiiﬂﬂh -- must face certain facts. As the President said in his

i he#lth message last January, ‘

, | "Wévmust face the fact that high operating costs and shortage of
?-oPerafing funds are Jeopardizing our health professions education system...

i Séveral underfinanced medical and dental schools‘are threatened with failuré'
to meet educational standards. New schoolé are 8lew to start, even when

construction funds are available due to lack of operating funds."

"F&nally, I want to emphasize that this is no partisan measure. I want
to urge every member of this House -- Republican as well as Democrat -- to
ffgivé:careful consideration’to this bill. Health matters should know no polities,
;fbecaﬁse disease is no respecter of'political party allegiance. In our health ==

; in_phe health of our eitizenry -- is our country's strength.

‘jt,to me that at this same time the American Medicgd Association epposed this 5fer.'




