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87TH CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ReporT
1st Session No. 1144

TRAINING OF TEACHERS OF THE DEAF

SEPTEMBER 7, 1961.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed:

Mr. PoweLL, from the Committee on Education and Labor,
| submitted the following ~

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 9011]

The Committee on Education and Labor, to whom was referred the
bill (H.R. 9011) to make available to children who are handicapped
by deafness the specially trained teachers of the deaf needed to develop
their abilities, having considered the same, report favorably thereon
without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE LEGISLATION

The purpose of H.R. 9011 is to assist in providing more trained
teachers of deaf children. The bill authorizes a 2-year program of
grants-in-aid for this purpose.

BACKGROUND OF THE LEGISLATION

H.R. 9011 is designed to help alleviate a serious shortage of trained
teachers to provide the special education which deaf children require.
Testimony was received that the shortage has existed for some time
and is becoming more acute.

Reports indicate that the 365 schools and special classes for deaf
children need about 500 trained teachers annually, while fewer than
200 of these teachers are graduated from training centers each year.
The number of graduates in 1960 was 158.

There are nearly 30,000 children in residential schools and special
classes for the deaf. One teacher is needed for every 10 pupils in order
to provide the special instruction they require in learning a language
they cannot hear.

There are 30 higher education institutions with approved centers for
training teachers of the deaf. However, five of these had no students
in the 1960—61 academic years.

720006



2 TRAINING OF TEACHERS OF THE DEAF

MAJOR PROVISIONS OF THE LEGISLATION

The bill authorizes the Commissioner of Education to make grants-
in-aid to higher education institutions which are approved for training
teachers of the deaf.

The grants would be used for (1) assisting in covering the costs of
providing and improving courses of training and study and (2) pro-
viding scholarships for students who desire to enroll in such courses,
with the amount of the stipends to be determined by the Commissioner
of Education. |

H.R. 9011 establishes an Advisory Committee on the Training of
Teachers of the Deaf, consisting of the Commissioner and 12 persons
with experience or interest in training such teachers or in education
of the deaf. The Advisory Committee would review applications
for grants-in-aid and operation and administration of the grants
program.

COST OF THE LEGISLATION

H.R. 9011 authorizes appropriations of $1,500,000 annually for
fiscal year 1962 and fiscal year 1963, for a total cost of $3 million.
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