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Mr. Speaker, for the second conszecutive year | am imtroducing
legislation proposing that the Federal Covernment assist top-quality
young people to obtain the medical educetion which will equip them to
serve the Nation's health needs.

This legislation is designed to complement the billsI igtroduced f@wov«f/l7
SRy, providing for Federal acssistapce W renovate and modernize

/ existing bhealth teaching facilities and to stimalate the comstruetion
of new .cm.

The bill I ax in\.roduéing today would authorize Federal funds,
to be matched by State funds, to provide selolarships for students of
medicine, osteopatny and dentistry, which would be avarded on the basis

. of ability and need.
| All ¢

these bills are aimed at one of the Nation's genuinely
[ eritical health needs of the immediate future--the swiftly developing
; shortage of physicians and other professionals who care for the health
E of our mh.
| Innumerable studies over the past fev years, culminating in the
thorough and comprebensive study, "Physicians for a Growing Americas,”

i s _ iy, bave come forth with the same basic

mlunm.”\hhnnmwaomnm. As our population

wlnn,ouroorpsofmumviubolpwmmrm
thinner. If we are to have enough physicians at the end of the next
five, or ten, or fifteen years, we must recruit them, house them, and
train them now.
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The time for studies is past. The need for action is immediate.
And our past experience makes it plain that action initiated here in
this Congress is the only sure course.
mmummmm'mmmmu
our attention in & very drematic way. More than 7,000 foreign-treined
Wmmumnmmuwmnm
ooumtry. A substastisl mmber of these young piiysicisns failed %o pase
a professional examination given last year by the Biucational Countil
mmmm In the viev of mamy bospital edmimistretors,
mmnuucmum-amnnm.m
erisis in hospital medieal eave, especially in our large eities. Only
3 Short tIme e .
s (o Rockefeller of New York met with lesders of the
American Msdical Assoeiation $0 try to avert or at least postpome &
desperste situstion.

This 15 not the time to discuss the arguments which have been
mmumnwmnmm. I would
suggest, hovever, that this is Wit & ysptom of & desper ill. We are
simply mot treining emough doctors in the United States to meet our
geoving demands for medieal serviees. Young doctors from foreign lands,
ostensibly here for further professiomal treining, are guite fremkly
being used to plug the gaping holes. Without them, many large eity
hospitals would bave t0 curtail their emergensy services, reduce their
asbulante services to the danmger level, perbaps evem elose up rooms and
wings.
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We canmnot permit this to happen. And the caly sclutiem is to
expand our owa edweational opportunities, to brimg more youmg pecple
" into the medical professiom. Ve cammot e oomtent with half-way measures
or patelwork remedies. '

.xtmu.mu-'mumuw.
-mm“.-»u'-u'm“uomcmm
young people a8 41t weed t0. Yot a few hard, eold statistios make sush &
eouclusion ineseapable.

The total pumber of applicsnts for medical school has declised W
sbout ome~third in the last tem years. AsS result, the meflioal schals
muwunﬂubwmﬁo“«ﬁn To
£111 their firet~year elasses, they must dig deeper into the remks of
mwmummm«mmumw.
hm,mnmummwmmm
-Am“turmm. Memm,m
mmnmmu.mmmau

a-mmm.un-uﬁmymdm
“MM&W“’”M“~MM
eoufroating an A student st the moment of sslesting his sareer. Unless
Do 1s lusky emough to be basked by almost unlimited fineneisl Pesources,
the road %o & medieal eareer locks long aad roeky. .

Ho ean look ahsed to medical sehool, followsd Wy sdditiomal years
of isternship end residenty Sraining--eight years or more of Latvessing
indsbtedness before be esn bagia to pey his way im his professios. Alsost
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ome-thind of all gradustes are more than $2,000 in debt when they
finish the four years of medical sehool; 17 percest have devis of
$5,000 or mbre, st this point, with years as interns end residents still
shead of them. : ‘

Many of the merried medissl studemte--and three sut of five of
to thett wives, vho must vork %o support the family throughout the long

Comtrast this proppest, ss seen through the eyes of the outetanding
student choosing & career, vith the outlook as he ecmsiders s selemtific
fiald sush as physics, shemistry or electromies. In perbage four years—- .

. uumummmm-mm

buﬁ.”*h“ﬂﬁc““nm
whwm AS that point he is prepared o ewbark
muowmu-wwlmm
nn-uuu‘u- ‘ oz - 28
m,zbm—amummm«
resruiting more and better yousg people to the physisal selemces, vhieh
ve have implemented throwgh Osagressional ayprypristions to the Office
of Bincation, the Netiomal Seience Fowndstion, the ATemie Buergy
Commission and other sgencies for the evarding of gemrous fellowships,
Bas been wmrise. I dp vish %0 point out, however, thet ccmperedle
assistance bas ot been mede eveilable for medical and demtal studests,
ad that the health of the American pecple 1s Likely to suffer if this
situation 1s 20t remedied. ;
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I 4o not believe that we wish to restrict emtranse into the
medical profession to sons and dsughters of families wealthy enough
to support their lomg snd costly educetion. I do not believe we want
the medical profession to take wvhat is left after the other sciences
bave skimmed off the ereem.

The legislation that I am introducing today proposes comstruetive
Federsl action to place medieal and demtal educstionm on & parallel
plane vith the other seleatifiec disciplines deemed to be of high priority
for our mational imterest. Speeifically, '

(1) It provides for scholarships of $2,500 per asademie year to
students in sechools of medicine, ostepathy and denmtistry.

(2) The students would be selected by State Commissions established
mmomu,-mhu-or-uuvum&. These Commissions

would also be respomsible for determiming studemts' eligibility to

contimue receiving funds, by reviewving their performance anmmally.

(3) One-half the eost of the seholarships weald be borme by the
States. mnﬁimmormmnemuum“mu‘
authorised to pay one-half the cost of the scholarships to those Statés

vhich have submitted to him an acceptable plan for administering these

(4) An imitiad muo-ct $10,000,000 would be suthorized for
the fiscal year beginmiag July 1, 1561. These funds vould be allotted
“ﬁhhoutbmofthir'mmm&wof
20 and 24 inclusive.
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(5) This Federal sppropriatiom, plus the matching State funds,
‘would permit & maximm of 5,000 scholarships per year, at $2,500 each.

It should be clearly understood that the $2,500 sebolarship is
mmummmumuswmm‘mm
to the best figures available, minimm expenditures by medical studemts
are in the renge of $3,000 per year, and the figure for married students
is substantially higher. '

Even vith the scholarships proposed, the sttaimment of & medieal
degree would still be & stremuous and testing task, demanding the highest
order of dedication on the part of the student. Nothing can be dome to
shorten or simplify the eourse of study required to equip & youmg man or
vomen for eompetency in the medical professioan, & profession vhose
Mum_wmmmwuiuuh-m
mirecles maltiply. u‘go—mueunqm&mwnm'm
overvheluing finamcial burdem which is superimposed upom these young

A seholarskip plan of this nature vas unanimously recommended as
one of the fundamental needs in meeting our shortage of well-qualified
mwmma,MMuor.uuu;me.
uniuau-u,ummmwmn@omsomm
o-nm-mma. Such & plan has been repestedly advanced,
and the need demounstreted in study after study.

nunmimmmtmwmtm
to these many words, and do it promptly. The first bemeficiaries of sush



legislation, even nov, would not emerge as fully qualified physicians
before the threshold of the next decade. Further dslay is unthinkable.



