
August 11, 1958

Dear Mr. President:

In your State of teh Union Address to the Congress,
c a l l i n g  f o r  a c t i o n  t o w a r d  w o r k s  o f  p e a c e  a n d  s p e a k i n g  f o r

the people of the United States to all other peoples, you
gave concrete examples of how the world might turn the corner
that w ould start our steps firm ly on the path tow ard lasting

peace.
Y o u  c i t e d  " o u r  p o w e r  t o  e r a d i c a t e  f r o m  t h e  f a c e  o f

the earth that age-old scourge of m ankind: m alaria" and said,
"We are embarking with other nations in an all-out 5-year

campaign to blot out this curse forever. We invite the
Soviets to join with us in this great work of humanity."

"Indeed, w e w ould be w illing to pool our effots
w ith the Soviets in other cam paigns against the diseases

that are the common enemy of all mortals - such as cancer
and heart disease."

The response to your call for action, both in  this
country and abroad, was both enthusiastic and gratifying.
One step toward your objective has already been taken by our
United States Representative at the World Health Assembly in 
offering United States support for a program  of international
health research.

There are many other problems of disease in which
fully effective m ethods of control already exist and m any

areas of the world in which these control need only to be
applied. With the approach of the United Nations General

Assembly you have another opportunity for taking a further
step in health work for peace. The present Middle East

w i d e s p r e a d  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  s u c h  d i s e a s e s  a s  t u b e r c u l o s i s ,
trachoma, and yaws in this area, readily susceptible to
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modern methods of control, constitutes a problem and an
opportunity similar to the malaria eradication campaign.

I  w o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  u r g e  u p o n  y o u , M r . P r e s id e n t
that, at the meetings of the United Nations General Assembly
w hich begins tom orrow , you invite all of the nations of the
world, including the Soviet U nion, to join  the U nited States
in  an e ffo rt to intensify, through existing international
m ech an ism s, d isease con trol in  th e M iddle E ast, th us tak in ga n o t h e r  s t e p  i n  y o u r  p r o g r a m  f o r  w o r k s  o f  p e a c e .

Kindest r e g a r d s ,
Sincerely yours,

John E. Fogarty
Member of Congress

The President
The White House

W a s h in g t o n , D ..C .


