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Mark Twain is credited with having referred to the weather as some-

th ing  that everyone talks about - bu t no  one ever does anyth ing  about it!

lative enactments by the Congress.  Everyone talks about what's wrong with

the law  - but nobody does anything about it.  I'd like to claim  a place

in history for having inspired the 84th Congress to do something about the

sh o rtco m in g s o f th e  ed u ca tio n  p ro v isio n s o f th e  V etera n s R ea d ju stm en t A ct o f

eligibility requirem ents for those veterans who desire to qualify; also

the bill applies only to veterans of the Korean conflict.  No basic change

is intended or implied; all that is asked is that this session of Congress 

recognize some basic facts - and do something specific to help veterans

m eet the  p rob lem  w hich  those  basic  fac ts have  crea ted .
 

Basic fact number one is - the Congress of the United States provided

a machinery whereby the veteran of America's wars could get an education

and so readjust him self to society, thus helping him self to be a better

citizen and, at the same time, helping his country to make better use of

I've heard - frequently - the sam e kind of criticism  about legis-

1952 - that's Public Law 550 of the 82d Congress.

I am  today in troducing legislation  w hich  w ill provide a general

increase in the rates of education and training allowance payable to veteran.

t r a i n e e s  e n r o l l e d  u n d e r  T i t l e  I I  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  R e a d j u s t m e n t  A s s i s t a n c e

Act of 1952.

The bill I have introduced is restricted to increase in rates of

payments for education and training only and in no manner affects the



the veteran as a member of society who is making the maximum contribution 

of which he is capable.B a s i c  f a c t  n u m b e r  t w o  i s  -  t h e  

v e t e r a n  i n  s c h o o l  t o d a y  i s  f i n d i n g

it very difficult to make ends meet; this strain jeopardizes his oppor-

tunity to be a good student, a good graduate, and hence, a good citizen 

who can provide his country with the maximum benefits of his talents.

My proposal asks only that we recognize these two facts and provide

an increase in the allowances provided for in Public Law 550, as amended. 

I would like to remind my colleagues that we live in a day when

the spotlight is on the need for aid-to-education.

In the area of the sciences which, to our own personal knowledge,

take on ever greater significance with each forward thrust of mechanical,

electrical, aeronautical developments - to say nothing of developments

in the atomic field - there is a woeful lack of students devoted to the

that a student worried by financial harassment is not the best possible

student.  a little worry may be a good thing - but if we want the young

ment Act to be good students - and future good scientists, or scholars -

or even mighty good citizens - we should do whatever we can to reduce

this worry factor to a minimum.  For this reason, I have become acutely

concerned with the need for an increase in these educational payment rates. 

The Congress has considered and enacted two so-called GI bills -

in 1994 and 1952.  To the best of my recollection when these proposals werefirst broached there was no suggestion of a bonus or reward or pension.
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There  w as a  recogn ition  - and I have to  adm it tha t th is p lea  m ade the  g rea test
im pression on m e - that because of war, a large segm ent of the youth of our

country had been lifted from the natural stream of youth who would, in 

the normal course, attend college.  In addition, there was a recognition of

the fact that many young men and women who, under normal circumstances,

 would not attend college, had been made more mature by their wartime experience 

and had becom e good educable m aterial.  Unless I am  gravely m istaken, this
was the moving cause behind the GI bills.  There was, too, the readjustment

phase - during which young men and women could get themselves better pre-

pared to assum e their proper places in the dem ocratic society which is ours-

with emphasis on education constant;y rising.

That w as the reason for the GI bills, in their

It has now reached the point

qualified and eager young

th e  in c rease  in  th e
laws were written

f r u s t r a t e d .

educational respects.

w h e re  it is  so  d ifficu lt fo r e lig ib le  a n d

m en and  w o m en to  continue in  school because of

cost of living and the cost of education since the basic

that the very purpose of this excellent legislation is being

The GI bills, so-called, were never intended to be a complete subsidy. 

However, they were intended to be a great inducement - and a substantial 

help • to each veteran in obtaining a good education -  to the betterment of

himself, his family and our society.

Statistics are, to many, a bothersome thing, and I won't annoy you

with them.  I know I can rely on you intimate knowledge of  the fact  that

it  costs more today to obtain a degree in an institution of higher learning

than i t  did when the original GI bill was passed in 1944.
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The increase in the rates of payment to veterans which my bill asks for

are small enough.  But - and I urge my colleagues to consider this well -

the need for an inducement to our veterans to go to school - to stay in

school - to acquire all the knowledge which a good education can provide -
is far greater today than it was when the original GI bill was enacted.

The whole pattern of this legislation has been one of assistance,

I say again, never was it thought there would be a complete subsidy.

Times have changed - the need has changed only in the sense that

it has grown greater.  Costs have changed in two areas

veterans as defenders of our country.

faith in them as crusaders for our country.

fear for the future of their children

 their fathers' eyes, whether it is

of the American Congress.

- they are greater

a n d  w h a t  is  m o r e  fe a r fu l , th e y  m a y  b e c o m e  d is c o u r a g in g .  W e  h a d  fa ith  in  th e s e  
We should be proud of our continuing

Help them to get the best possible education and we need have little

- w ho , a fte r a ll, see  A m erica  th rough
a good and intelligent approach to 

Americanism or a discouraging and disillusioned portrayal of the attitude
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