
REMARKS OF HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGARTY, 2ND DISTRICT OF RHODEISLAND, ON INTRODUCTION OF BILL TO AUTHORIZE A FIVE YEAR
PROGRAM OF GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF MEDICAL AND DENTALEDUCATIONAL AND RESEARCH FACILITIES, MARCH 7, 1955.

The bill for federal participation in the cost of modernizing

and improving our medical and dental schools has long been needed.
:

It  is based on the principle of federal funds matching those raised

in the local community that has proven so effective under the

 Hospital-Construction Act of 1947.

There can be little doubt of the construction needs of our 

medical and dental schools.  Most of them have struggled for years in

order to meet their yearly operating costs with no funds available for
 alterations and modernization, to say nothing of urgently needed addi-

tions.  We have expected them to turn out fine physicians and dentists

for the care of civilians, for our Armed Forces, for Public Health, 

and for many other activities, and at the same time carry an ever
 

increasing amount of research to improve our health.  these ever increas-
ing activities and the resulting costs have been met in many ways and by

various agencies.  The students have been asked to bear as much of this

as possible, but when a year's tuition and fees approach $1000, not to

mention books, instruments, room, board, and clothing, the breaking point
 '

has been reached.  None of us can afford to allow medicine and dentistry

to become professions only for the well-to-do, and it is rapidly approach-

i n g  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  
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with such high ideals to meet our health needs, as they have been doing

I s n ' t  i t  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  
r e c o g n iz e  t h is  s it u a t io n a n d  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  h e l p in g  in  

i t s  s o l u t i o n ?   I t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  t h e l o g i c a l  p l a c e  
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i s  b y  g i v i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  m o d e r n i z i n g  a n d

Medical Education.  Industry is beginning to help meet these operating

costs  th rou gh  th e  N a tion a l F u n d  for M ed ica l E d u ca tion .  S om e o f ou rStates are now carrying a heavy burden, but not all states gave medical
or dental schools and about fifty per cent of our schools are not

eligible at present to receive state aid.  Many individuals and manyfoundations have contributed generously to help meet these rising costs.Yet with all this struggle to finance medical and dental education, thefaculties are poorly paid, and they must be dedicated souls to continue

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a d d i t i o n s .   I n  t h e  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g l e  t o  meet operating  costs, little  if any  funds 
h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e . M a n y  o f  o u r  

s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  m a n y  y e a r s  a g o  a n d  a r e  
in serious need of capital funds for improvement.

Even w ith this high tuition, only approxim ately one third of thecost o f their education  is  m et by  the  studen ts.  T he o ther tw o  th irds

must be met by the institution, from endowment income, subsidizationfrom other sources, state appropriations, gifts, donations and the like.
T h e  p rac tic in g  d o c to rs h av e  p a rtic ip a ted  th ro u g h  A lu m n i G iv in g  to  th e ir

schools and through the American Medical Association's Foundation for
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T h i s  b i l l  a u t h o r i z e s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

y e a r ly  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r t h e s e  p u r p o s e s .   T h e  s c h o o l  m u s t  m a t c h  t h e s e  f u n d s  
d o l l a r  f o r  d o l l a r i f  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  cannot be increased.  If the freshman enrollment canbe increased five per cent or more, they need only match 33 1/3 per centto the Federal Government's 66 2/3 per cent.  The bill is patterned afterthe Hill-Burton Hospital Construction Act with similar provisions andsafeguards.  I f e e l  i t  w i l l  h e l p  a s s u r e  t h e  v e r y  n e c e s s a r y  s u p p l y  o f c a r e f u l l y  

p r e p a r e d  p h y s i c i a n s  a n d  
d e n t i s t s  f o r  o u r  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s  

to 
c a r r y  o n  t h e  f i n e  t r a d i t i o n  

o f  o u r  m e d i c a l a n d  
dental schools. 


