
STATEMENT OF HONORABLE JOHN E. FOGARTY, M.C., 2ND DISTRICT
RHODE island, on INTRODUCTION OF BILL IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PROVIDING for THE creation OF A SELECT COMMITTEE ON PROBLEMS OF
THE AGING, MARCH 10, 1996.

M uch has been said over the past fe w years about the very real  

problem facing our older citizens. Many causes are cited as the reason 

for the increased severity of the problem. The extending of the life

span as the result of the great advances made in medical science, the

shift of our economy from
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It is generally conceded that  these older citizens have the right
a n d  s h o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  l e a d  a  p r o u d ,  p r o d u c t i v e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i f e

throughout their years.  While the agreement on this is more or less

unanimous, lit t le  is being done to attack the problems on an over-all 
basis. The Administration is doing nothing about..i t.  Looking back at

the record for the past few years I find the situation the same -

the Administration admits to a knowledge of the problem but no action
t o  r e m e d y  i t .   
     I n d i v i d u a l  p r o p o s a l s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  s m a l l  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  

g r o u p
have been made and appear to receive sympathetic consideration.
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I , myself, have recently introduced in the House of Representatives
b i l ls providing for a lowering of the e lig ib ility  age for social
security benefits and authorizing the admittance of elderly s ingle
persons to  fede ra lly -assisted low-cost housing projects.

Perhaps the principal reason for the l ack of a comprehensive
approach to the en tire matter i t  that information -  adequate information

 . i

i t  lacking as to ju s t what the basic problems are. Until an in te lligen t 
determination on th is  is  m ade, it w ill be extremely d if f ic u lt i f  not

permit our older peopleimpossible to chart a course of action to 
to continue to l ead proud, usefu l liv es.

With  th is thought in  mind I have, today, introduced proposed 
leg islation  in the House of Representatives. The resolution I have
subm itted  w ou ld  se t up  a  S elect C om m ittee  o f m em bers o f the  H ouse to
investigate the status of the older  group to determ ine just w hat their

. basic problems are.  This committee would also determine how the Federal
Government can bes t  cooperate with local communities and private
industry in their effo rts to provide better health and medical care,

employment opportunities, living arrangements, recreation and educational
fa c ilitie s  geared to the needs of such older aged groups.  The Committee
would report to the House of Representatives the resu lts of i ts  findings
and would make specific recommendations as to how be s t proceed. t oward 
the ultimate goal -  the economic security and well-being of the aged.


